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As relatively little is lnnnwn about HCV :infeeatiou, transmission,  or the clinical cour. . oaf the re zl .nr disease, a 
nation& register of HCV 'infections is being created. This register has been funded by the Dc. rtment of Hi lth and 
will provide a facility for the future monitoring and long-term assessment of HCV infection within the UK.. 

The n$tional register will include information on all patients who have become infected with Hepatitis C virus on a 
kno li date. The register will also gather information on other people who are not definitely infected, but who may 
have been exposed to the virus, for example by receiving a blood transfusion from a donor who was later found to be 
infected with HCV. Since your patient was identified during the UC"\.% look back exercise and may have been exposed 
to an HCV infected blood donation, :l am writing to inform you that they are eligible ° for inclusion in the register. I 
would therefore be most grateful it you would formally register your patient by completing the enclosed .form. Once 
completed, this letter 'sh Auld be detached (so that the forni is an ymised), and the form should be returned the 
registry using.the prepaid sticker provided. We are aware that some clinicians may be ;caring for a number of patients 
cml the; :co-ordinator of he register (Dr Helen Harris) would be b nppy_ to assist these clinicians wit a .t 1etion of 
their forms. Helen :Harris can be contacted directly on Tel G RO-C e € LG RO Gage. i - G RO _C 

.-•-•- --•-•- - ._._._ ._._. 
a tW' i uMOR will be sent toy_ or held Qn the national HC'V re star. It is very important therefore, that you 

re li 1' ie register number In your records and that you are able to trace the patient tram either the register 
nub or the identffierfrefereiwe number that you supply on the registration farm (question I). A detachable 

p t tct ordxni; =#his information is enclosed for you to retain in your records, and a sticker is enclosed fu the front 
€if tl ant' a notes. 

t hay. also LriciOsed an. information sheet explaining the purposes of the registry which you may like to pass to your 
pattir t l a patin; will be contacted directly. However this inforrnatson sliest has been provided for clixricians who 
feel taey wt4d like to notifypatients of their inclusion in the register. Ethical approval f®r the register has been 

nbtrrd, rr both the Public Health Laboratory Service and the UK Multi-Centre Research Ethics Committees. 
1'h t s fist orrtr l requirement to gain patient consent, 

Thantyãu C ee again for your time. If you require any further information re a ding1áier the register or eo ou 
of.. t gt atapn forms please do _not hesitate to contact the register co-ordinator Helen Harris: Tel GRO-C 

GRO-C EO t GRo-C  agar GRO C , who will be happy to answer any n=series yotirnay have. 
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