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INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY

WRITTEN STATEMENT OF MARK SUTTON GILBERT |

1, Mark Sutton Gilbert, will say as follows:-

1. My name is Mark Sutton Gilbert and my address is | GRO-C ,
GRO-C and my date of mﬁh is{ GrO-C 11961. |
-am married to my second wife and we have a d&ughmm Gwyia who is now 18,

twork for Hewlett Packard Enterprise as an account t manager mi%ng data storage

_systems {o banks.

2 i mww@ this statement in ?mm to my ﬁa;ﬁm Myw Gﬂbm wﬂa was scmwn as

3. lamnot aware of when my:famw was diag
that we moved to Gloucester in either wa*z or 1068. sm:&y after we moved my

jnosed with haemophiiia. | remember

WITN3735001_0001



father started to become ill. As a child | noticed that my father was spending time
in bed which | did not expect. Later, that time in bed became time in hospital.

As a haemophiliac my féathw would bruise easily and | remember seeing the
brui ﬁ% on his iags and his arms. &mﬂmw they wera big bruises under the skin
and | think that i is what the doctors were mgmaﬂy lrying to treat. | believe that he
contracted H&;maa in the early 1870s from a blood transfusion when they were
trying to m& Ms mmphma

| can remember my father regularly staying for quite long stints in hospital,
anywhere from two to six weeks. Which, again, from about the age of nine or ten
onwards | never thought “oh this could be serious”. Atthe time | just took it in my
: wm;‘

Prior to moving to Gimm&i&r my father had not had anything particularly wrong
with him. It was oni ly when the bruises started appearing and the hospital then
trying o treat those, that things started to go wmﬂg for him.

My father was given blood ‘products to treat his bleeds over a six or seven year
_period. 1 do not know which blood pmducts my father was given wthaiham

being treated or whether he was ever provided with any advice in relation to any
risks mmmz Itis during this period that I believe he was infected with Hepatitis
and HIV.

: My father’s last liness started in early 1975 and he attmdtad what was then called
(X-&w&a&t&r f%yas mﬁrmwy which was in South Street in Gloucester. t believe

that was when the hospital gave him most of the blood plasma, but of course they

“had been treating his bleeds for years prior to this. | do not think the doctors, at

that point, really had much idea of what the implications were. As a 13-year-old

4 was very much k&pt amy from ia: all. | do not recall my mother ever cmmmg in

‘me that this was particularly risky for my father or that any discussions had taken
place about the implications this may have for hxm,
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1 do recall, during the last month or 5o of his life, that the

ﬁw&ncﬁy remember my mother %&fimg me that the Mﬁm had decided that
removing my father's spleen may help things, may enabie him to be cured. So
they removed his ‘spleen. | mmam being horrified that you could haw
memim removed, not knowing what a spleen was. The doctors then stmgwdi
to stop the b&a&dng after the mpﬁmﬁm and shortly afterwards, | cannot be
ama%y certain about this as | only have a very vague memory, but | think
m&m they mmﬁrﬁ not stop ﬂw bleeding they then rushed him from Gloucester
Royal inﬁnmw to Bristol Royal inﬁmaw At this point my father hw:% already
been given Factor VIII, but we were told that Bristol was @ much better hospital
with newer fmmﬁtm and they would be axmg to help him.

We received a telephone call from the- hospital, which my Father's brother, Uncle

: Daw&i took as he was staying with us at tm time because things were not looking

‘ gmd for my father. They informed David that they were taking my father to Bristol
and that we should get there as qu ickly as we could. David then drove my mother
tothe haawmi in Bristol. At that stage the hﬁ&mﬁm tried various things tﬁ stop the
bleeding, Mﬁﬁmg a direct blood transfusion from | TGRO-C :

GRO.C I, lhave recently contacted ! GRO-C mmkad ifhe could

...................................

recall this tﬁm@ All he can remember is that he was hwkeﬂ up d&mcﬁy to my

father and blood was taken out of him, and put straight into my f&ﬁw My father's

blood was then cleansed and then went into | GRO-C L He felt wry sick

&t the time, and was a bit concemed about the impact that this procedure may

haw on his own health. However, the hospital were desperate m find mmama
who was of the same blood type as my %‘%ﬁmar and coincidentally, they were a

doctors treating my
father were: saying “we've never seen this mmm we're just zzymg wﬁamm
things®. They used terms iike “while there’s fffa there’s hope”. | think they were
just clutching at straws, but they were trying different things to ses if t#my would
ﬁe&p My father maﬁws away on 22 May 1@?5 A copy of his death certificate
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can be found at WITN3735002 which notes his cause of death as hypoxaemia,
‘pulmonary haemorrhage and ﬁvmmmpama

12. These mims happened a long time ago and my memory is not clear. However,
1 &a recall my mam&r tmmg wvery concemed about how Hepatitis had been
ﬂmgna%ﬂ and that the m’ty explanation of how M ?md contracted it was through
tmmfuawrm that he had recsived. The doctors also gave my father steroids and
he wﬁe{é up, in those days’ steroids made you put on weight.. He also startsd to.
turn a slight yellowy colour. | recall the doctors at Bristol Royal mf‘mry talking
about piﬁmm and that my father had a low platelet count. | remember them
wymg that my fﬁt%mr was not making ﬁmﬁh of one particular type, | cannot
recall exactly, | mgw it m@gm have been white ;mmm but | cannot be one
hundred percent sure, | think this is what ultimately caused his demise and I think
at the time they just did not know how o treat it. Unfortunately, as my father
passed away in 1975 his medical records have ben destroyed.

13. 1 am not aware that my mother was tested for hepatitis, but her medical records
may show mﬁ’mg

15. I do not know if my father was ever treated o tested without his knowledge. 1 do
‘vaguely recall something about there being a shortage of blood at the time and
‘that there was a supp«ivy of plasma that would effectively give him a lifeline and 1
“would imamm that my z}ar&m would have given Wm&m@m to receive it
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16.

17.

18.

18.

20,

My parents man

ed in the mid to late 1950's. GRO-C

GRO-C

GRO-C | There was
therefore a bit of tension on my father's side of the family.

My father was a sales manager for Smiths Industries Avistion Department.
3mm pmdum all zm instrumentation that went into %ﬂg& like jumm} jets and

ncorde. My mother worked part time as a telephonist at Gloucester ‘Mapmfm
ﬁm:mmge My parents had had a daughter before | was born who was stillborn.

| know that after | was born my mn&hm azd get pregnant agam but lost the baby

~at an early stage.

Smiths Industries were Mnygm to my father. My father had a pension with

- them and he also had a life insurance policy, however, | am not sure if that was
with. Sm«ﬁh& or something he took out separately. When my father died the

mangawwaapmﬁymmw oﬁmi&a house, at least & chunk of it was paid

off. My mother then carried on working at the telephone exchange in the
~evenings and she also received a widow's penmm from ﬁmzfm Industries. We

did not have a huge amount of money and money was quite tigm every week.

wm my father died my mother feil to pieces. She did not have many people to
turn to for support. | therefore had to ﬁmn up and started managing ﬁm household

_money, keeping the house in good mmﬂz@a& | was doing things amwmi the

house that my faﬁwr would m’m done.

The i mpm on my mother had a long lasting effect on her. &mumﬁ a year after
my father had died my mother then met a man through a friend, a mﬁ@saghm of
my mother's, who lived a couple of roads away from us. His name is Ken and at

the time he lived in Em itwas a wngﬂwind m&m and whm Kw ;mmmi
‘to my mother | remember my m%ﬁmmng to tell mmm mﬁ “look, we're
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going fo stay here, Ken' $ going to move in with us. He’s going to move away
from his home in Essex; come and live with us™. | do wonder if part of the reason
‘my mother remarried so quickly was because she felt | mww a father ﬁgm&

Ken was s&ft»»&mmyw as a builder and he plannw to start his hﬁﬁding business

in Gloucester and it was hoped that that would take off. He was already well
%minﬁsmd where he lived and so he mwgm it would be easy to start again.

umrmm%y& in around 1876/77 the counfry went into recession and the
business did not take off as K:m had h&ﬁm% and he then gm a job in the prison
service as a prison officer. E;hem after ;mmn@ ﬁm service Ken was then posted
back to Essex. | mmm that Ken had been nﬁam the choice of three places,
one being an which is the one that my mother and Ken decided upon. This

was unfortunate ﬁmm as this was about two months before | was due to take
my c;ca exams.

It was decided that | would stay in Gloucester to take my exams. My mother had

‘agonised about what to do, whether she should stay with me, but if she had

stayed with me then she and Ken would have had fo keep the hausa The m

fwas ﬂmtt?wywau%ﬁ sell the hwse and buy a new house in Essex. With my total
agmmmnh my mother and stepfather mmﬁz to Essex and | stayed with her
mﬁaaguﬁe who was more like an auntie, mmgh marriage. | mm with her for
around Ww months. My mother was wracked with guilt over it, she had not liked
the idea of leaving me, but | wanted my mother to be happy and this seemed to

All of mia took its toll o my mother and in about 1977, ;uat two years after my
father had died, she had the first of a series of strokes and mm the use of her left
footand left arm and she was severely weakened and she also had problems in
her lefteye. This was about a month after moving away, | had spoken to my
‘mother every night after they had moved, but all of a sudden there were no

telephone calis and it md out she wm in mpmi My m;az;amm‘ar was with her

at the mpﬁaﬁ and so was not able fo mmﬁzmm me. ft :mk a day or so to find
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25.

out that she was ill and at that point | was in the middle of my GCEs and | had to
wmammpm of weeks before | could g0 to Chelmsford to see her. She retumed
‘home after ahmzi four weeks in hospital. My mother was fait severely weakened
down her left side, her foot and arm on wmmm not have much strength

and Shamﬂwﬁm%mwﬁ out of her left eye. My mother was 42 years old
when this happened.

My wwwg had a muﬂm mm strokes mmf the years and she died mamfﬁﬁy in
her bed: asiam about five years ago. ‘She was 80 years' old which was a pretty
good agm it was quite sad to see her decline because the impact of the mm&

1 laok back now and all those tiamgﬁ that %app&md overa %m«-ym space itis no

“wonder she had a stroke. Mym%whaﬁak:ﬂmmmnﬁmmmmm 1was

13 years old and | wm no angel salmi do not think | was the easiest child to look
mw Due to the mgmt of my iaWa death on my ma@wa she was not able to

- cope with running the finances of the household or keeping the house in the
- condition it needed to be kept in and so | mﬁ that, which at thﬁ ﬁmﬂ was an

a»dwmm;*e fw me. Asa mrmqmm I grew up pretly quickly. My mother

- recovered and she then got everything back on track and she then married again.

My stepfather is still alive today and he has just turned 85 yearsold. Heisa gmag ‘
man and my mmer was very lucky f:zz meet him. When they first got together it

“had Introduced ﬁizm tmwm after two years of me being the man of the house,
all of a sudden there was afmmar man around M‘Wh wwtad some tension
‘ betwam us, so that would not have mz‘mimmﬁm,

My fmhm’sz d&ath :mpm:ted meina numim faf ways. My mampmw were

___________________

...................

mMayamtzywpmmﬂmmmaﬁayh@wmwm %wa&mtaimwwmma
“him. . zmmmwmumfmwmmawmammmtmm zamwmmt\
-allowed to go to the funeral. At the time that was okay, but it impactes
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28.

wanted to do and without any direction. | believe that my mother

in terms of taking control of certain things in the house because my mother could

not,

My school work definitely suffered. | had been very fortunate and had passed
whatwas then the 11 plus and | got into a very good school in Gloucester where
my peers were gﬂlﬂg to be bankers and Jlawyers. | did not really have much in
the way of mmr guidance because | did not have a father. | had wanted to drive
imn%amnmiwmgmwgmtmammmywmwmawmwmm

that. And | really did not app&y myself partiwiaﬁy well after my father died and |

mmmmmmm}m«m im@h&w&ma%&im

I went off tﬁe rails a little bit and my father's &mm h&ﬁ longer lasting effects than
1 gave it am:m for. | did get into trouble at school which perhaps | may not have

done had my father been around. |left grammar mm still not kmmmg what |
: mmymg and
my stepfather taking the place of my father caused me to marry very early myself,
fgﬂim&'ﬁ@db@mtmﬁm wmaﬁmﬁﬁw&m&w&eﬂ mm:wmm
years old. I have since married again, which Is very different to my first marriage;

;andImmmmmaafmyfmtmrmmﬁMmminmapsmwma while. It

was not until im&wmwﬁemaﬂmaﬁmimmmwawmtmy

‘emotions from when myfaﬁwm died. Not being ab%emgcmﬂwmnmm the

sadness of the whole mmg, why has my father been taken away? All of these
mm@s 1 had afffmmty just ;mi itinaboxina comer somewhere in my head, until

Igot to ammﬂﬂym old.

1 had had a pmftty normal social life imfam my father died. | became more
introvert after he dm and | definitely had a smaller cirdle of friends. | think part

of that was niot knowing quite how to socialise and not wanting my fnemﬁa to feel
sorry for me which made me close thm down, It was quite naﬁmme with my
émzmﬁa at school, Prior to my father dying | had a lot of friends around me« we
fwmi but Host those too.
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30. During M&v&mnﬁa my mother would start work mﬁpm ‘She had varying shifts
-and her shorter shift was Gpm to ﬁpm Most of her shifts were 6pm to 10. 30pm
or 11pm. 4wmﬁdmakmmfmmWaﬁd&n%rmmbemmmmﬁm
\mnmymﬂmwmﬁﬁ%mammum53@mfwm2mﬁmiaﬁamm~
on my own. There was no compulsion for me, as you normally have as a child,
mmmgmmtmmwywﬁnmymm% Lmk@gbm&%tﬁmk%mmmmm‘
Wmmﬁmm%eﬂm bwtitwmjwsmhﬁwayrtw%

31. Even mough both of my parents are now dead, and | was very close to my mother,
itis still my father | think of as Mmg the one that is wnjzmy not here. There had
been the ﬁnam:ia% impacts and we no longer had the standard of Mﬂg m we.
had when my father was ali ive, however, that had only been for a short period of
time bmm my mother remarried.

32. My sieﬁmﬁw isa gmm guy. lam no ﬁzﬁamm to mmy other mkwa and | get
on better with my stepfather from 2 distance and we get on well now. He lives on
his own now my mother has died and he is like a second tamarm me. | worry

about him: zmci ! care for him and, especially at the moment, | w@a&thm him

regularly to ma@w sure tm is okay with the Covid situation.

33. "’rm experience | went through made me a little bit more insecure and also made
‘me a little bit twgher which ?sf possibly a good thing, but it was a ham lesson to
leam at the time.

34. | have never been tested for haemophilia as far as | am aware and have no
symptoms. H&www my father: beinga  haemophiliac must have had some deep
rooted impact on me because | remember reaching 42 years of age and feeling
that a huge weight had been lifted off my shoulders. It was as though | had mm
%%tmg for the same thing to m;}p&f; o me when | was 42,
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35 There was no counselling or support offered and | do not believe that those sort
of things were around at the fime.

10
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.

38.

39,

40.

When my father pwm away t&mm were no trusts or funds available to assist my
umtfmr

On the mgm that my father was buried my mother and | went to Wales to stay
with my mother's relatives. We were there for two or three tiaw and then drove
home. We pretty much carried on then. It was not as rfmﬁ?wnghackhwwﬂw
but life then had to get back to normal. | recall meetings with insurance
companies in Cmiimnbam T can remember a mesting with Smiths Industries, my

father's employer, however, there were no trusts or bodies that we could go w for

any mﬁmﬁ or financial support. Not that we w&m aware wf

| was a little. reluctant tn come forward to provide WM to the %muiry i ha%

o documentary evidence that my father was infected with Hapa&zﬁﬁ or HIV, but
this is my Wiwf When | have heard m !m”mﬂﬁ in miat;m 1o the mmmam that

people received ti,mmm so similar to my father’s treatment and for a long time

1 did wonder if | should say something.

My reason for providing evidence is that, if my father did die because of being
infected with Hepatitis or HIV, | want that known. If there Is a possibilty, then |
would like it on record. My father received Factor VIII very %ﬁy on and the
doctors could not work mzt what was wrong wim him. I'wouid like some sort of
closure to what happened o my father.

1 would like to know one way or anocther if this really is what hwwmd o himor
not 5o at least there is a dwm of closure. | have come to terms with it. ‘maybe

31
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later than | I should haw but | mw&mammﬁ.«wm itin myawnmywmm
still just W&@mm@ I would like to know.

41. | donot wish to provide my evidence anonymously.

42. Iwould be willing to provide oral evidence to the Inquiry,

| believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

GRO-C

Signed ..
Mark Sutton Gilbert
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