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CONPIDL,NTI AL 

17 March 1986 

The Me lical Assessor 
The Committee on Safety of Me ,icines 
Market Towers 
1 Nine Elms Lane 
LONDON 
S8 5Nn 

Dear Si r 

AIDS heat treatment or clotting "actor concentrates any. hae;.iophilia 

I have now receive i a ennfi 1snt ial reply from Dr Harris, the Me.? ical an d 
Technical Director of Revlon Health Care (UK) Lt'i, to my letter of the 
25th Fabrtiary. It ,,,oul i appear from Dr Harris' letter that, contrary to 
an earlier statement made by a representative of the company, Factor VIII 
concentrate which has not been in livi lually .ono r t est e 1 'or ant i—HPLV III 
is still in circulation in the United Kingiom. 

Dr Harris has kindly given letails of the heat inactivation process ant 
its efficiency in—vitro, but the ^act that he is now looking to recall 
material that has not been '_nlivilually lonor tested implies that he too 
is aware that there may still be in—vivo rikk of seroconversion. We are 
still seeing "luctuations in liver 'unction tests of the type associate3 :,ita 
non A non B hepatitis (which may inlicate retroviral infection) in our 
patients iespi a the use of heat treate:l material. 

I unlerstan fully the lifficulty of taking action in this "grey" area but 
given this f'urther piece of in^ormation, ani despite the obvious ,-iorry it 
may give to some patients, urge that any material which has not been 
a) collected in low risk areas, b) inividually lonor tested an'_ c) heat 
treatel in a manner approved by the Committee on the Safety of Me 11icines, 
be witheld, at the very least, from seronegative people. 

Yours sincerely 

PETER JONES MD FRCP DCH 
Director 

cc Dr J Smith Dr Evatt 
Dr A Smithies Professor Rawlins 
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