DEPARTIMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SECURITY
14 AUCSELL SQUARE LONDON WCiB SEP
“FiEX 22514 TELEPHONE 01-636 6811) GRO-C

Your reference
Our reference

Miss Sarah Sparrow

Acbott Laborateries Ltd
The Business Centre
Molly Millars Lane
Wokingham
Rerkshire RGi1 2QZ 5 March 13985
Dear Miss Sparrow -
ANTI - HTLVIII KITS
First let me say that Atbott is to be congratulated on being the first
company to cobtain en FDA licence. I am sure that this is the result
of 2 tremsndous effort on the part of your coliszgy in the USA.
We have firm plans to evaluate all the anti-HTLVIII kits that are
marketed in the UK and this .work will be started as soon as possible.
An evaluation protocol is being devised and when it is rezdy all ccmpanies
in the field will be given'the oppertunity to comment on 1t, All I can
say at this stage is that as part of the evaiuation we will wish to sesg,
from each company,data in supgort of performance claims. Such data will
he trezted in confidence and an early look at the material in support of
your greduct weuld be helpful, if you can arrange it.
You will know that we nhave no legal powers te prevent the sale ol these
preducts in the UK. Hewever, an evaluatlon 1s neecded beczuse we kncw that
would-be purchasers in the NES will be looking to the Department for
obiecsive information which will help them in decision making. Of necessity,
it will tzke a Little time to get underway and we appreciate that you will
wish to start selling now. In the absence of an evaluation report from
tne Dspartment, we should be grateful if you weould provide inguirers with
s much infermation as you can in response to their questicns about
performance.
I will write to you again when I have more information. In the meantime,
I look forward to receiving a written quotation for the supply of an
evaluaticon packags. X
Yours sincerely
. GRO-C
2 :
L D A KENNEDY
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL BRANCH

cc Mr R W Allen

Mr P Lister
Dr E J Dixon
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