
Royal Free Hampstead !i!2 
NHS fruit 

Dr Tanzlna Haque~, h+BBS. PhD. MRCPath 
Con#uldantClinical Virologitt 

Horwrary'Sonia! L&&Wnrr 

Oep2~rtnnenk crtVkQll( 
Royal t"ii.`iv -rid Unrmermly College Medi'& 

Pond St l 
London N'Pd 2QG 

F, x: GRO-C 

14 February 2007 

CONEIOE ITIAL 

Dr I~ratinla Chowdar 
Constrllant 
Flaernvphilia and Haemoslasis Centre 
Royal Free Hospital 
Pored Street 
London UW3 20G 

Dear Prating 

Re, Mark Stewart, H piWl No- 217O31 Dob GRo_C;1968 

This pa°tierrt was found to be hepatitis C (HC IgG antibody pesili in November 2002 
1HHoviever, HCV R IA was not detected i n serum tesiedl around i ie same time (hlam r 
2002). We did1 not receive any follow up sample until recen1y. Blood taken are 20312J( and 
1 V41I07 was tested by +cur r3ew PCR assay and balk samples contairrad over a million lU of 

HGV RNA per rr)l (Genotype 3a). This led to relydrspective analyses of the staled Sara from 
De tuber 1999 and November 2002, and both sere were fourtidl to be positive for hep C 
RNA (623,122 1U and 79. 2 Iii r hii.rely ). We have aisa c enotyped Vie virus in the-se 

-stored $aril pies and both had the same genotype (3a} of virus as seen in 200+ and 20D7 
sera. 

The initial R NJA test in 2002 was perfcrrmed: bV a n earlier version of the FOR assay which 
possibly gave a false neg ti, resullt. However, at I i i5 stage we cannot exdude any labell'rwg 
or sampling emirs. 

I am extremely sorry for this misliitce if a patient is found to be HCV antibody pcsiliue and 
RN 4 r gatwe, (as was seen iri this case in 2002), please send a follow up blood $.Pfrnple to 
confirm these results. It is recommended that patients with these discordant results (Ab 
positive, RNA negaltve) Sheuldi b Tested yearly for HCV F NA to monitor any change. 
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Please fees free to conlact me if you have any questions 

Yours sinc r-eIy. 

GRO-C 

Tar~~hl H~rpjuè 

Cr,; C roIii a Miller. Specialist Re9istrar, Haernaphilia Genire 
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