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INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY 

WRITTEN STATEMENT OF BRENDA HAMILTON 

I provide this statement in response to a request under Rule 9 of the Inquiry Rules 

2006 dated 10 May 2021. 

I, Brenda Hamilton, will say as follows: - 

Section 1. Introduction 

I My name is Brenda Hamilton. My date of birth is L GRO-c 1944 and my address 
.-, 

is 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .GRO-C -.-.-.-.-.-.-.- 

Kent GRO-C I am retried, but 

worked as a Civil Servant in the Department of Transport for 20 years. I have two 

grown up children and four grandchildren. 

2. I intend to make this statement about my late husband Thomas Hamilton, who 

was born on GRO-C 1943 and sadly passed away on 20 December 2016, at the 

age of 73. I will refer to him as Tommy, which is what I always called him. He was 

infected with Hepatitis C (HCV), as a result of receiving a blood transfusion after 

an appendectomy in 1985. 
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3. In particular, I intend to discuss the nature of his illness, how the illness affected 

him, the treatment received and the impact it had on him, me and our lives 

together. 

4. I confirm that I have chosen not to be legally represented and that I am happy for 

the Inquiry team to assist me with my statement. 

5. I should point out that my recollections are quite hazy and can easily merge. I have 

relied upon some detail from my son Paul who had a lot of dealings with his father's 

health issues and following up things like his Skipton Fund applications. As I will 

go on to state, I have had mental- health problems both with regard to Tommy's 

condition and care but also some pre-existing historical issues of my own. 

Section 2. How Infected 

6. Tommy and I were married in 1966 at St Mary's Church, Lambeth Palace Road. 

We were together for 57 years and both led a clean, normal life. My husband never 

used intravenous drugs, never received any medical treatment abroad, and 

therefore he can only have contracted HCV due to the Health Service and through 

no fault of his own. 

7. The first possible instance where my husband could have contracted HCV, though 

I do not personally believe this to have been when it happened, was in 1968, 

during surgery to remove varicose veins. The operation seemed to go well and he 

recovered satisfactorily. However, 20 years later, Tommy started to experience 

severe pain in both hips. He underwent a hip operation, but this did not stop the 

pain. The doctor then requested an x-ray and they noticed clips had been left in 

his groin since the varicose vein operation, 20 years earlier. Our son, Paul ended 

up driving Tommy to Wales, to see Tudor Davies, the surgeon who performed the 

operation in 1968. He explained that the clips would not cause any problem and 

as a result they were never removed. I am just providing this information to be 

complete, I am not saying or implying that this was the cause of Tommy's HCV. 

8. My husband had no health issues between 1968 — 1985 other than type 2 

diabetes. Our daughter was born in GRO _C 1968 and our son in GRO-c y 972. 
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15. My husband and I lived in GRO-C for a further 7 years after his retirement, but 

after our son moved to GRO-C in 2000, we decided to follow and moved there 

in 2003. After the move, Tommy's health deteriorated and he lost a lot of weight. 

He was always asleep and his mood changed — he became very short-tempered 

and I believe at this point he knew something was wrong with his health. He started 

drinking heavily at the weekend which was very out of character. One night he 

came home drunk, fell onto the table, threw the chair across the room, and started 

sobbing his eyes out. 

16. During this time, Tommy had frequent blood tests at Maidstone Hospital. He told 

me it was because of his diabetes, which I accepted. As I have alluded to above, 

I believe my husband knew a lot more about his health than he ever told me 

because I am a worrier. 

17. In 2005 my husband received a letter instructing him to meet with Professor Black 

at Maidstone Hospital. I decided to accompany Tommy to the appointment 

because he had lost a lot of coordination by this time. The appointment ended up 

being on our wedding anniversary,; GRO-C and we were told he had a tumour on 

his liver 3.5cm in size. He explained that Tommy would be assigned a nurse and 

put onto the liver transplant list immediately. He was told to stop drinking. The 

consultant said that Tommy would not stand a chance if the tumour grew another 

2-cm. 

18. I nearly passed out when we came out of the appointment, but Tommy kept telling 

me not to worry. His attitude was very much to live for the day. 

19. Two weeks after we were told about the tumour, an oncology nurse sat us down 

and told Tommy that he had hepatitis C. Tommy had no idea he was being tested 

for HCV and just presumed he was having blood tests for monitoring purposes. 

This is not to say that had he been told, then he would not have consented to the 

test, he would have. 

20. We were provided with absolutely no information about HCV at all. We did not 

know how it would affect Tommy's health or how to prevent transmission of the 
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virus and manage infection. There was a severe lack of information and support 

and we were not even given any information booklets. 

21. My son recalls one of the doctors commenting that by looking at Tommy's viral 

load, he could tell that his father had been infected for 15-20 years. This would put 

it fair and square around the time of Tommy's appendectomy in 1985. 

Section 3. Other Infections 

22. Tommy did not contract any other infections other than HCV as a result of being 

given infected blood. 

Section 4. Consent 

23. As far as I am aware, Tommy never specifically consented to be tested for HCV 

but did consent for his blood to be tested generally as part of his monitoring. 

Pction . Iry-Pict 

24. My husband was a very strong-minded man, but his infection with HCV did affect 

and change his character completely and he was not the same person. 

25. Tommy waited 12-14 months on the liver transplant list. He lost a lot of weight 

during this time and became visibly very old. He would sleep all day and never 

had the energy to do anything. This we realised, was a continuation of his decline 

in health that led to his retirement and further deterioration before his cancer 

diagnosis. It makes absolute sense that his liver had been attacked by the HCV 

over a prolonged period of time going back to his appendectomy. 

26. The liver transplant went ahead in 2006. The first call was not a match, but on the 

second he was blue lighted from Maidstone to Kings College Hospital. The 

operation was successful. He was kept in hospital for 3 weeks post-transplant and 

when he eventually came home I was shown how to change his bag, into which 
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him having HCV without even anyone knowing about it, including him, let alone 

being careful not to infect others. 

46. As far as I am aware, my husband never received any difference in medical 

treatment because of his HCV infection. He never used to go to the dentist. 

octiorr 6. Treatment/Care/Support 

47. Tommy and I were never offered any counselling or psychological support as a 

result of his HCV infection. Obviously, indirectly I have had such support but not 

as a result of someone recognising that a lot of my issues related to Tommy's 

condition until it all came out in sessions. 

Section 7. Financial Assistance 

48. The oncology nurse informed us about the Skipton Fund and explained it was set 

up by the government to help those who had contracted HCV from infected blood. 

I am a pessimistic person and said to my husband not to bother applying, but he 

replied 'why shouldn't I, I am the one suffering as a result of this'. Paul assisted 

Tommy with the application forms and the first application was made in 2005. 

49. We had to fight to get my husband's medical records from St Thomas', which we 

eventually received. The most relevant documents were sent as supporting 

exhibits for the Skipton application, including the mention of haemostasis and a 

letter from Dr Heaton stating that Tommy would have more than likely received 

blood when he had the appendectomy in 1985. 

50. The initial application was rejected — I do not recall the reason why, only that we 

had the option to appeal. Paul was very determined to reapply because Tommy 

was still on the medication and he was entitled to the money. An appeal was made 

in 2009, I believe. 
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51. After the appeal was rejected I told my husband not to worry about the Skipton 

Fund, but he said he was doing it "for you and our children to make sure you are 

looked after when I'm gone" — those words have stuck with me since. 

52. I now shudder when the Skipton Fund is mentioned — it was a complete locked 

door and they rubbished everything. I cannot understand how strangers can 

decide whether someone receives financial assistance when they do not know the 

individual. 

Section 8. Other Issues 

53. My experience so far with the contaminated blood scandal is that nothing has ever 

materialised and we have never received any form of closure. The only reason 

am here today and providing a statement to the Inquiry is because my son does 

not want his father to die in vain. 

Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

Signed GRO-C 

Dated n 3 - o 6 . 2\ 
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