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Alex Norris > 

(Nottingham North) (Lab/Co-op) 

{ Share 
.. .. .... .... 

Ti. B 00 `,oil!. ;Hake a statement on his departmental responsibilities. (900348 (Unique identification number)) 

The Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster > 

(Steve Barclay) 

-4 Share 

Mr Speaker, feel I should have started with a bin r_hc .oy t ibr e, , think rhe ire/.ft for that ;oes to the Opoosition Front bench. 

After ti' lc ond',c ul own _- /// ll;mrhil .o .4riaich I know c ir._cl r/00 nor/on5 nor/o the House enJoved, I pay t Uu,te to the work of clod servants 

across go. /c , Ir31 r'tlt, woo pl ,ycd c .ey role in focalitc t„nci it. A`5 . iiit of the silo Bourn i,ll tic . 4uiet Cll ols, U room honour; c rtp;`utic/n 

was held fur city 5.UtuS. The Government were pi0u00d to; 00/100/104/ n0/ ti `!C Her rgu; nS.V the Queen loci co Ilifl.,n.ted c':ty/ status to 

Bangor, Colchester, Doncaster. Oc scg._.s, !cur reri 0lir Y ilito Key/;es, S `or ley _,nd dkrexh_im, urid that I/ lid noyora ty status was 

granted to Southampton 1 know Meinbere will t;oke Bretmt interest in those awards. 

Colleagues will ro /. nc'o rho /omOrk ol 0010: T1/0l forces, as port of our work for the joidioe, One of our fi rst actions on taking office 

was to create Gm n,f ce for V teians Alio rs to co-ordina .c euprimoir i o /, I r;l'leri_ !I; ode approach Armed Forces Week later 

this month, the Codiocr Gfhce remains fbc,i ,lcd on our goof o . l.,ur-t IPso the UK is the Pest place in the world to be a veteran by 

2028. 

Alex Norris > 

Our constituents face ridiculous backlogs for passports, driving licences, decisions from the Home Office and much more across 

Govt rr'rnl=nt. I am afraid that my hon. Friend the Member for York Central (Rachael Maskell) did not get an answer to her question: 

we cm told that this will get better, but we are also told that we can afford to cut 91,000 civil servants—how are those two things 

c0m:/'.91;=0i0? 

Steve l:af'clay > 

r• 

Let me take that question on directly. First, the situation, has got better, and the response has been addressed in Prime Minister's 

Question: and it other questions today. To he sp; cif ' ar.ou'r how we are dealing with this, we are looking at business and the scope 

of machine lean ling-f and telchnology. At the moment, only a ve;.yr small proportion of the passport application process is automated. 

If the photo is taken in a booth as opposed to at home, that significantly increases the level of automation that can be delivered and 
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that, in turn, reduces the number of staff who are manually required. It is such a luddite approach from Opposition Members to 

suggest, when businesses such as Amazon are showing exactly what technology can deliver, that the Government who are there to 

serve the taxpayer and the public should not embrace the same technology that we see in our best companies. 

Felicity Buchan > 

(Kensington) (Con) 

.1 Share 

T3. h1UU„ ii ,i Ory c i/ 1 :IIJP„t cr .:. ; trotird Li/cc,  wlho there are delay, oUi q p005porte 000 d .vintt licences renewed, many civil 

servants . rritaux, to work from ate r,e. Will the Mini..tr,:r update the House on his progress in getting civil servants back behind their 

desks? (900351 (Unique identification number)) .- .......... ..........9___.........__.....__....._._...._....._........._._._......., 

The Minister for the Cabinet Office and Paymaster General > 

(Michael Ellis) 

s Share 

S;nce the pandemic began, civil servants have been delivering the Government's priorities both from the workplace and occasionally 

f nn. /1011/C. i hot.,, r/tl:.en 1 a 01i S .. eta ie , of C at.@ " ,L.ltoinr1 t ?iir tlhii rg tr. ..n :lrC thot Uepr r mments return to I re tinndemic 

OCcupa . ,f a VE', 1,., nod Tlt/ right hoin Friend the Minister Ow Brrxit onnor "9 I".(ties and Government Fltiniency has done  3n, to0.O _alai 

Report 16 Done 20 ??,..Vo[. 716,c. 6M G,] We are will Ow; to as i .1 in any way we can. I adr , by rhn watrt that the vast r jority of 

passport op'J Yll G 0S Continue to be pr00: sort wok within 10 seeks, 

Angela Rayner > 

(Ashton-under-Lyne) (Lab) 

4 Share 

May I say what a luddite approach it is not to see home working as something that can be efficient? We in the Opposition can see 

that. 

Less than a year since his lot out_source government review woe P blisherd, lord Mat!ae :' as again been or)polnted to !Lod a review 

r si.o .ot or VB  lJlt e /re Wit Cli.~ ``r iete(tell _;5'J' .that `~ rat of the civil service, t. co'- Li .AC ile performed )ed - i G?vb y _ sal_;_ie for i 'ioi_ _y' and 

performr.i floe rneuso rernenthoe to ken place sincee th ii 0000 i Swa of Lord 0uL,rie._ aet review; whcrttericier 0 rocess la` Teen 

C .tiv?! Gteci to G`' Di li Fronc.:i Maude A:S00 otee that ?or ; and .' lC:t cC ihi ,- - 0 /cterest osseser, ant alas taken - lace? Or are Ministers 

li .iini the pockets of their r-iotes with the ,ur..ic':_ he rrd-sort; ,d Loney once ac,ain 

Steve Barclay 

a Share 

Usuailyr, 0/10 'NO a OH /0/f er r the House tc vot.ie. itoi t r i,t me/ nary aoH i o roe l Co /t/ti tile fact; tOot. ...NI teirlirnls j Nil r! ll./ pot. , wrlrh by 

Lord l'lr,lli , . (,(tore a cornerstone Of the o rihorot.ion of oh ii ,d(:' 1 a ,reforrn,s :ji'eu i}y .il .,net ,`: ..I it'o y orid my pnodoiltel.olor iin 

l' an,.o v: of the Duchy of i ts leaSt;i, 'ely right 1/On F .t.r,t' 'i:h., Member for Surrey Hoc„ i M1,Cil:.a C CrG'Je, one lx. at.:, for P1t.d"1I7le, at 

the c Oo I coo trl Governor ont roloti ny . )fun .li 000 0rri tO Pell . of a/./ i 0 „ Iq fu1i lir.nal 0//00 rtito......w.hcthor blot it iii the La .airiuni:1sis 

Property Agency or ie ouvot Grtlr i c.on t cts v rl , ':Lol tai g C .. Ole ..:.sn see the vGil,e for c uiley Lhu.t i.e delivered Uy biringinq in 

tliot oxportiso. t h,, 0boo,t ion rn/rig Irull-, tiI, ufst in the pr leo.re sector. Ihot is why it iS 0 hi/dr../tt;; u 7};r,: ra0il to 50c1 Cil r 0h00 . 0 a that 

brliigs in technology and ne'w toys or w0rkin_/ 0 a t"lief L to the trade unions . .la au ', o t t,+t.1 p1 7/1  1" enludrs. 

Andrew Jones > 

(Harrogate and Knaresborough) (Con) 

.Share 

14. I': IS CICa" from the G.500 "1 nj es .:le Ho/loc. t i// fl l i . ;nh "ha, ri n: ji ,t. n-,v C it .L tiSFn S, hi .tm any C n , Cu :" „fir ... , 

C,ei iy'Ei with pu...5pØ P ...0.O/.r11/110, 00•0 appl/CC .0111 0111 Ur/v' n^'"j it E.'t1C re i;]woi known/ct M t F,'-^, ;"tour. rr=ci. E d /10 thiN 1 5/iC 

aiready, but will the Minister reassure me and my constituents that the plan, ni rertoction in the civil service will net impact on the 
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capacity of the processing done by those teams, and that the recruitment m ng ./lace--paetic-,larllI it the ivc. spc lrt ff7 e- will be 

directed into the frontline to speed up the application process? (900352 (Unique identification number )) 

Steve Barclay > 

Share 

My hon. Friend will know, having been a senior business figure before coming to the House, that it is about linking resource to 

Lar,1' ,. . ~ ncr5/ increased rest ulC'e in the Passp t ori' c`: Ian a temporary basis; we have put in 650 staff since April last year to 

address the surge in applications as a result of the backlog r,uni ccvid. 

At the some time, there needs to be a chanc e i,-_ now we del /, ~ la1,lni`r services, and p t ..P,lt;r &,r  t tgi- alise access to them. 

Too often, the same information has to be c, t  d multiply` t. e ah / . dd e s:.erg things from lo, . G. - rrem. dJI: `,r=wi~.l srrnumline 

that through the single sign-on process, and hn>spor-t c di e will be one of is beneficiaries of that p, ogramme. 

Kate Osamor > 

(Edmonton) (Lab/Co-op) 

n1 Share 
.... _ .. ... . .... .. .... ... .... .... . .... .. 

T2. The Minister will be aware that the worst covid outcomes have disproportionately been felt among communities from ethnic 

minority backgrounds. What steps will his Department take to ensure that those health disparities are examined under the terms of 

reference set out? (900349  identification number)) ....___..........._(Unique...._... ...._._......._._........___.._.._......_.._..__.._......_.._......_ 

Steve Barclay > 

-4 Share 
... _ _ .. ... . .... .... .. .. ... .... .... .. 

The hon. Lady raises an extremely important point. In the work of the equalities unit in the Cabinet Office, a key focus is on variations 

the dc. a ':'-.Gre s s..ci . l g JUG'S, i. lac a`la e a nm L`.ck' ro =nd. sa _lta : we Ca` ; lea. c `ice Y g: :!. Ie. o 1S. :! arr! su :'tl`, 'at .75 'act of 

t~ e inclu y r:_ev e,. acre F alt t e ll ti•e 1 O rg ciow ly.t tt,e r!:/ta pi_,- tic ,'to _y t:Eie there are rar oti ns .vithin i'.. 

Mr Speaker > 

Share 

I call David Duguid. Not here, again. 

Chris Stephens > 

(Glasgow South West) (SNP) 

Share 

T5. May I press the Paymaster General on his earlier answer about contaminated blood? More than 400 infected people have died 

since the infected blood inquiry was announced. Sir Robert Francis's report suggests that the Government should offer "substantial 

interim payments". How soon will the Government respond to that report and implement its recommendations for those affected? 

(Unique 90035  identification number _ .......... ...._.... ..............._........_............_........_............_...............)) 

Michael Ellis > 

-4 Share 

As I said earlier, Sir Robert will give evidence on 11 and 12 July. The Government will want to hear what he has to say. We will study it 

very carefully and will act as expeditiously as possible after that. 

Tim Loughton > 

(East Worthing and Shoreham) (Con) 

d; Share 
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I was grateful for the recent meeting r,•ith the ririst r fc Brexit OF..0or'.:unities about the Procurement Bill, along with other hon. 

Members sanctioned by China. Given the norther rev' tat ;.un. an dccu:~7ents about the extent of abuse, torture and human rights 

violations in Xinjiang and other parts of Coin::,, will t`ie C ove, nment now commit to a full audit of all public service contracts with any 

Chinese firms that are in any way implical ed n t s= ah.. set ,.? Will the Government's default position be to award no contracts to any 

companies in any way implicated in those forms r'f abuse? 

Steve Barclay > 

o Share 

I verp nit co czr  e V'e r Ji . 1Jr U£7. ; i.,, ce r 7i: I^ U: '0/ 1/ w tlt i of ! Ss,, .. c cc S, 7 tr!. E.~' House, A. CQ ier4lG-'c, C Ulhi p rJ t,. G.r iTltnt 

g S~ i i i ' ec „ e' t(U(isp . (en ''y Qcc the U ' 0il /Cil' ai i ow oye'r S •eli1 cc;-,se ue'iit on that i i Ut!'.in ~.oc(' ye:in, That e i ratlr l, lu ~ un 

transua _ncy wi 1 a_tter el .tkai_e th H--luse to have d sca.ssic rs :.bcai. e,.or.y ; se .aim: U,at soy hon. Frieno aws. 

Kirsten Oswald > 

(East Renfrewshire) (SNP) 

,: Share 

T7. As a consequence of smothering Brexit red tone, a third of UK exporters to the EU hove simply stopped trading. Contrary to the 

frar<iy /t , 4,lw . ~ b"Jel' ~. ,tlt 1~7jr i l,, . nC ou  ; "1 ,n1" 'ar i rgyll and Bute ( t:rdwi UPcirla) rl eiv(-',. til  h.i. H n;   ti the 

cl . n.;.==ly .,1s~, t lousand ; u s.a c ",dE TU ed (,c( ¢ lniic recovery from the _aindemic. H.r:v i.lri? lei t , JC /1t C10:111 that 

Blet01. ss slushing red tape wises it is p1/c Hi Brexit:-dr; . ,ed tfwoc, varriers that u  di'vil g r,usi e i rou-sd? 900356 Uni ue 

identification number)) 

Steve Barclay > 

Stare 

T 05 : 1 ri /e. ; ctr.ii tfei w d iie,tin.'! re in ,ve;'. It , t e f!'eenrlm ; th.lt v,:e hive; '+om n, r pxit x/c7rr ',he Fl, ,,,c:il, Pr rn. n I Irrrjs 

l •,e `Ise TO hil.io i of i,rociireme t ri of ;-,}a ave jl ,,t hear oh i t thr: .. aliov is ro r, i t , louses n c; ir i aiS: /t;an/.00 '.y'/ , val le, 

tl.rn6t'r procurement to . erIe hcnc; st s'7ins arti:i r7 eda"a -sized P, t". ,?rises, PQI'J0lila . voile e rhni 'eds we iCs,r, ~'1!.Ps )l (i nv 

social value around II' ohility emp r'v 1P' nt r . sa!t that was raiser! earlier. Those are the s. oil ,. vr'i:i.o . 0'7',  n , 0 thlr, rl 5 ..re7 (1" 

legislation that we are able to have as n -:P w quence o our exit from rhe EU. 

Mr Peter Bone > 

(Wellingborough) (Con) 

-g `hare 
.... .. ... .... .... .... . .. .... ... .... .... ... . .... .. 

Will the Brexit Minister tell us which Departments are co-operating with him wholeheartedly and which are dragging their feet? Does 

he plan to report, perhaps quarterly, on the progress that each Department has made'' 

The Minister for Brexit Opportunities and Government Efficiency > 

(Mr Jacob Rees-Mogg) 

{' Share 

My hon. Friend tempts me, but I remind him that the Government speak with one voice. What I will say is that yesterday there was a 

meeting between Ministers and the "c"rH' v .f Sate for "ru ac.", His Department has, I think, 375 bits of retained EU law, and he is 

tackling those with great enthusias 1 /. '":e reed to ensure that people know what the rules are, so that they can point to one and ask, 

"Is this really necessary?" and I am working with all Departments to do that. 

Andrew Gwynne > 

(Denton and Reddish) (Lab) 

+{ Share 
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T8. As a former member of the Home Affairs Committee, I still take great interest in its work. I am reliably informed by my right hon. 

Friend the Member for Kingston upon Hull North (Dame Diana Johnson) that yesterday the Independent Chief Inspector of Borders 

and Immigration told the Committee that he had asked to meet the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster to talk about the cross-

Government npeorooch to channel crossings and had been refused a meeting, and that the Home Secretary had cancelled requested 

meet ;np when hl , 7 vix times. Is this an acceptable approach to such a serious issue, and when will there be a meeting? (900357 

(Unique identification number )) 

Steve Barclay > 

.4 Share 

One of the purposes ofCohine,_ Of ce questions is to enobie IWrn stern to rersponau to issues as they crise. Obviously I have a range of 

external meetings that reflect die tesooneibitties toot vie hove discius ed i; l the House, not least my roc ldtoble on food security and 

resilience, an issue that woo r ise J eitbier. As for the wirier nppr0000 to illegol_ immigration, that is a policy matter for the Home 

Secretory, who i_ ,ads ethereal eng igement on the issue, but of course the Cabinet Office ploys o suppornfl, roix in rel_rution to Home 

Office colleagues. 

Dame Diana Johnson > 

(Kingston upon Hull North) (Lab) 

e; Share 

I just want to make it clear that the Government's approach to the study conducted by Sir Robert Francis was to publish it at the 

same time as their own response. Taat is what we were told—although the all-party parliamentary group on haemophilia and 

contaminated blood and many campaign groups had asked the Government for openness and transparency, and for the report to be 

published when it was given to the Government. Given that two people are dying every week as a result of the contaminated blood 

scandal, may I press the Minister on this issue? Do the Government accept that there is a strong moral case for compensation to be 

paid, irrespective of any legal liability, and for interim payments of at least £100,000 per individual to start now? 

Michael Ellis > 

4 Share 

Let me sr//  hyr co m „rand /q t /O right hon. Lady for her work in this area. I know hove Nord shF brn t)eell workinit her some time. As 

she k:nc v , rim evict: won. hl =l=ed this week and a statement was made in the House. The study makes recommendations for a 

f in ew . k he r compensation a d redress for  then /victims of infected blood, which can ho mode he r irnolernentntion on :.h' . , ntli.°s'inn 

ofrhr Irk t re root h°, Government n tip",tr r". vinoulo rhir inou rv'n fi ndirlas and r,,eco pmt ui„tier , ,',tire it. I cannot SOC::f nCLtJUCt4S 

VJIl..`; oC ,d, C/)i/ t Jtt, .a 01 ,a E iS ¢ oC /ti ..l r:.'tI C Lila°~f .) //. S!i Or/Bert hoe rgh It! 0 1 / the /J//5V.5 and experience: titthe infected 

and affected, who have suffered so much and for so long, at the heart of his study, and we will expedite this as far as we possibly 

can. 

Ian Lavery > 

(wonsbeck) (Lab) 

a; Share 

Further to the question from my right han. Friend the Member for Kingston upon Hull North (Dame Diana Johnson) about the 

contaminated blood scandal, I emphasise that the victims of the scandal need reassurance. We have not had much reassurance this 

morning. When will the interim payments be made, and do the Government support recommendation 14 of Sir Robert Francis's 

report? 

Michael Ellis > 

v Share 

The Government have committed themselves to providing support for those who have been infected and affected, and ex gratia 

support has been given to those affected by this issue since 1988. As I have said, Sir Robert has made a number of recommendations 

about compensation, which need careful consideration. It would be remiss of the Government to rush that. It is most important that 

we are able to reflect on his evidence, which he is due to give in four or five weeks' time, and we will do so after that. 
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Jessica Morden > 

(Newport East) (Lab) 

Topical Questions - Hansard - UK Parliament 

.4 Share 
_. __._.. . ._ .. ...... .. I .. ...... ..... .. .__._,,,,.._. . . ., .....,... . ...,,..._.. ...,.. .,...,I ... .,...,... ., ... ._ .._ ... - . _..I.,,, .. .... 11 ._.. „ _.._.,, .... . ., ........_. . ......_...,,,.. 

On, again, the subject of the contaminated blood report, may I reiterate the need to support the families who lost loved ones, such 

as the Smith family from Newport, who lost Colin, aged just seven, after he was infected by blood from an Arkansas prison? Will the 

Minister ensure that that aspect of Sir Robert Francis's report is acted on? As others have said, this is long, long overdue. 

Michael Ellis > 

-1 Share 

The hon. Lady is right to raise that case, and there are many tragic and appalling cases that are similar to it. This is why the 

Government launch- d he inquiry, it is why they asked Sir Robert Francis to write his report, and it is why they are acting in a way in 

which previous Gov. rnrnents over the course of decades have not acted. We will process the matter just as soon as we reasonably, 

practicably can. 

Chris Bryant > 

(Rhondda) (Lab) 

Sher 

I vvish you a very puppy birtiiuoy, Fii speaker —the lIUpp est JI ,,.r rtirlo';e. 

tA/Iv1; ci-c t he Government so bloated? In the UK, we have. rto  1el , 1/' J ; ,/ -c/ s t A F / , , .,€._ m/f, , ;,inr9 Is ( I l Iul

o ! lma e :" ' I i „,' ' 'roda and Australia put tog/'t1 ur. t'vnt_ I P CY1 , l l al  'I'  r ,i~;r' i 2 t3~1l.; it t. PrI •"(. , Ustr: r  ,J e. tip nne 

r la h' 'c/Ite 5e . r: ur}t. 1/  , F>~rn P 1 -a F r..,,; "•€ '_ ` hnt : 7 .• U  h 4i /1 / C,  nr 11 H'  ., n .u;h 

t;ianeither [ '-~, B r , HI T,rrri .,, / .  .,. ,.  - .i ,  c' n,r,i jt nca,rt:,i cull of ci:;'~ . c, ,r, s . ca ^, ' i at:i1cu E o 

Fe' IisCers? At feast one quarter of the F orlt g : . "A  lei so LkE i. 'i larne one? 

Steve Barclay > 

{ Share 

I used to think that the hon. Gentleman liked to have the opportunity to question Ministers, and it is good for him to have such a 

range to choose from. The key issue is how we are delivering for the public. That is what we as a Government are focused on and that 

is what the transformation programme will deliver. 

Christian Matheson > 

(City of Chester) (Lab) 

-4 Share 

I welcoi the Minister's re fly to the hon. Me,.7oc 'for Harrogate and Knareshoroughl 'Androw,J ins) a few moments ago about the 

need to fain up Gov rn! el : I/PU/rrr-ration so that .eo le do not have to put he r- u .'to i/itl . Gover:'lment systems all the time. Does that 

meanth:itt eL.. n:,.eruil be trio Inc or rardw:'.h Marlsf/ - ai.:tomaticelectl -ai -ey;strrhot? 

Steve Barclay > 

'4' Share 

it , 'cot ,e sign-on programme has already been set ,.'ter/ns of the 75 services within the s  ,Co tiow we make doing 

f,u- i 'J arU,t 1..:r ly ,L ;^,'liar : acii r .e er~teroe nor xr .t:'ls r,.. ; p _. a, t tii I .a, i 'e. it, l . t'e ! u zn, : tHen 

enable U aC to faciti1 'le a<.. CC" S AL" , i ( aC a tel ':5, _ t l .7t `' AC a ti' tC: e Ul ' I C" Ur OU" 

constituents as frictionless us os,'o . I ,iC . oir,,,t t'ut Ij G I l ,1esT LIC OLS OH' , HfU5^. 

Margaret Ferrier > 

(Rutherglen and Hamilton West) (Ind) 
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-: 

Share 

Centrica's veteran action pathway psi 
,,i&s ,.terJ1 rwl-h it ,er ,!re c t , iir'_ia p r iu •upport. It is a really positive opportunity for 

veterans looking to .e-e;itO tl,- c, lul a e arL or . Haw are rle ito or rent supporting the private sector a clevetop initiatives like 

this that specificallyfocLis sr ip',arti ig seteiarls:y 

The Minister for Defence People and Veterans > 

(Leo Docherty) 

Share
. ........ ..... .... ..... ...... .... ......... ...... _.. .... ........ _ ......... 

We are supporting the private sector by giving a national insurance contribution holiday to those such as Centrica that employ 

service leavers, and we commend them for doing so. We know that military service gives people fantastic skills for life. 

Mr Speaker > 

We now come to the urgent question. I have allowed the subjudice waiver before, and that will continue. 
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