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O 1.20pm 

Dame Diana Johnson > 

Previous debate Next debate 

(Kingston upon Hull North) (Lab) 

-1Share 

(Urgent Question): To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office if he will make it statement on the Government's policy on interim 

payments for victims of the contaminated blood scandal. 

The Minister for the Cabinet Office and Paymaster General > 

(Michael Ellis) 

< Share 

I thank the right hon. Lady for her question. I note that she doe, n appear to be seeking the fu l d-bale that I recent'y v ate to her 

in support of, and I would commend my recent letter to her, wf -,re;;i I agciesi nd that perhaps a 'ut he'llute would be ;; l crier when 

the House resumes, if the Leader of the House. wiii atgree. I freq.;ently pay tribute to ht r, cs she rio s, i ar her 1 n -stc-art iq vyork on 

this issue, and I ask her to accept from me t4- It hsr peopl a, ; also ;:,forking hart) ari it, incl_ua to ti-1y Ific;als an: of .sick from 

across Whitehall. She has beer; a esclutc ac;-sor: ate "pr ier'or ,td uen aisa .hr -ass hr' all-p -rty par a';i en- :ar} group on 

h ophilio and contaminated htuo<. nd , ar s -eki g c/r as ;.a sun irrthe .vidar cum ILF Ity ,f p;eop i, no ilave been affected by 

Ii is c•pq .I t tigedy. 

[ ,e spec the que.-,tit I that ^_1e :q t: h(:;,. Lod, Daises odoy cr inec- rns t4 c n} or -tic i i lrs m, we x id' ,This was produced by Sir 

P cibc c F an=as t,( (- -10  ^aa; car:-m si Se,: by my or her 
ss, I i - her- if- n Dope sit- 

os 

;pr 

isr=r M Ifs- er t it /'e rtes :ed btc )d ingl;iry. I 

can c -al he House sat : ;t tr as Deli src -i tc m' as the currert sp ns;.=r tl:nis'er'or 'he infe-te bi od inq iiry only in March. "sir Robert 

had been asked to gve' independ/ tic_iv is E sotl;t the 00510 -1 c, - a iirorkahh- a d f -ii frat. -w rk ir impensation for .!ictirns of 

infected blood that could be ready to insp [en -ens upon the conclusian of the iip i (y, 5:101 [d its ti dings una recommendations require 

it. 

The Government published Sir Robert's study some six weeks ago on 7 June. Sir Robert then gave evidence about his work to 1:"*ie 

irlqui y t at = feel , c l I I :snd 10 Jui' H E evt<de cc _!so- quite detailed, quite lengthy, quite technical and fore,osic. As iloi-. Merrlaers will 

appry cit e, ,ir Hoc..rt's study is=, o ,on arc se iv-= and dI,taited one. It reflects the contributions of many victims a,d their recogn;sed 

legal rep es ntal Ives, and of t[ie cam, o cll7 r rot! s who have been representing the infected and affected communities so well. In 

total, Sir Rober: makes no fewer than 19 recommendations that span the full spectrum of considerations for the creation, status and 

d;-slivery of a 'ran iev^cork, including non-financial compensation, for victims—both individuals who were infected by contaminated 

blood or blood products and those whose lives were affected after their loved ones or family members received infected blood or 

infected blood products. 

The Government are gratetut to Si Ruben for his tha'ot ph e xominrltiorl of tile as corn le questions and the detailed submissions, 

and I wish to assure all these , .iho is : tI, mI part that the Government are focused on making a prompt response. one of Sir 

Robert's recommendotons, and it e focus of'.:ihe Night hon. Lady's question today, is that the Government should consider making 
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interim ccmpen at in payl;nents to infected blood support scheme beneficiaries before a compensation scheme is established, in the 

intern st f s ee: ing up us, ice sod qi nc oar e ravel of assurance and security to those who may not live to see the end of the inquiry. 

My colic ;glies and I are pa'ticisla y r. id .:eerily aware of this reality. After all, it was this Conservative Government under my right 

hon. Friend the "~Member for Maidenhead .1rc. May)—

Mr Speaker > 

.; Share 

Order. This is a very important debate but I do not tli ;ik that people have advised clie Hsister on this and he is way over time. I do 

not know who has written his speech for him, but there are lots of people wan ,i/C to /-,at n e u " to at' u' ii' U •gad. I . irec 0/0 11 he 

is nearly at the end. 

Michael Ellis > 

K: Share 

Yes, Mr Sr ,°a?rr  ,r, l. ct tvjo n n r^ r} s left. I r p I ,_ i t ft have run over. 

was sayeir, nc' rrl y  lei get'- acrd I are ke n', SW ire afthis reality. After all, it was this CorirFrvat'VP Gs,'sr ame it .1 der my right 

hon. Friend the er.ibe frr M~;;de -hcud ,.1 5' lminct- udl :he nqi airy :n t e fist dace and it wcs t is lave  pai r :ie" the current 

Prime Ma ister that car nn ,do taed -he comp -use tiny frr-lrrrc o study ,ns year. 

To cc ici +de, i con confirm to the right ban. Lady and the Hr-is' thr.0 c `ici;_as cr( ss `--ov in en ore-. making haste to address this as 

C. ,ick ye- id `hon sue _hly as possible. However, rel so sibs . gr ve urrunt require.. pl _tpe r ai d cclre" iii r_Insideration oftow complex and 

imports t sr lse -se's sa or  ouls . irk, an ; it'•;Vill ake a iitti more time for the work to be completed. 

Mr Speaker > 

.; Share 

Can I ust say that we need's i.dv so l ,i taH ie'f i10r l i,!uch ail- Ll,ey u,e?'w ien people are pi :d sieeri ~eU Lc _ether, can they 

please try Cl work wiLl1di t 1 ,9 all L .:e. il`-pie, Lc,' uus0. a tMieSb "1Ce h6 a P re 'owoo gl"eat 11 8re II 'Ciii ,a Je at  cF t0 get in. 

Dame Diana Johnson > 

K: Share 

Thank you for granting this urgent question today, Mr Speaker. The response from the Paymaster General is yet again wholly 

1 7U':.0 ni.iate and 1 I I it7U *C "1Ust, a c- toa',,r o ,ffer'ra ". P.ich ovr.r'samnlvtel :. ic,i t o C ,c: 
r, 

C F. .:'i i r, :Hr"rid r' d.li vcc 'l9 of them 

(1,Jnq 's the five v/ . / ' Sin ., «t „In., ,rnpi. ~ , rt aas r.nil i ,i, 1i , ( ., 1 `. o c. ci -ail dying every four days an aver riC :1,1 . .+ , 1' t .Volt 

As the Pt. , rn ester Gene, al . et orit at . -ngtiw, . o a ai . fm' :He-  rL it' 'he Gr' rer irnent asked Sir Robert Francis CSC i' Mi:y' r<i 91to 

t dr trine a i:>ar ill i in -d .,,h e,.  /'r ;n/ than Jul -:n ,or- set in ahead ;ft  cv ill 1 i:h c ,ala ry ; ::sac l,r,;ag. St Ro ;ert rc+u-rd a 

" car - jsel In+, an' I_,, „It,erirn ::Eyments ai a .e ,s, . Cr.,O0L., to .hr w off-.0t0U. _nisi , 1 or,\,`e tiad' ieo rEt7 rumen CS C: CIaS SinCr. 

Marcia h it1 ny of wed to publish them, sat! 1 t hat ithy wci ItEd 4c-I s I =.I ;t! their resru,rae at the srt ne Jrne. We waited and waited, 

then the review was leaked to "i-he Sunday T%rnes nevv saber and the r, t.:. -nment ft al, i,U 115i0 nUr-S ill early June but ru- with their 

promised GovnrI ment response. Last week, as the Pa n't'ster  General said, Sir Robert gave oral "t Bence at the nisbiic inquiry on 11 

and 12 July  + the cr se again for isle> -irn pagr`,eirts. 

The Governs ien- hr. e already, rigi;tly, grantoll c. L'S million of Ili eri 'I rompen. stun for tl,e 1-set  Office Horizon IT scandal long before 

its pu bli inquirL r ri ides, as wee': as inter .I payments for the /JVsndrush scandal, but not ran S-feelers blood. Given the undoubted 

urgency, on 15 July -IC t;rian Langstaff QC stn ted a '-c, y C.on-,'lt_ation on using his own posers to recomrrnend interim payments 

a eac or his findi report tow which tt e .. -'ie=1't 'C)-tI neec n ts+;on . Its 20- Jr! y ea me comes after the House enters the summer 

recess. As Mr Snooker has repeatedly .,n id , rlris House s or+i ht.,nr annoi.t:i0F Ie its first. 
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After decades of cover-up and .apt all.iig treatment, what e;:actly is preventing the iiiisl.er Tram announcing today, before the 

summer recess, the th e ii ei irrl K :lyr, .ents recommended h the Government's own independent reviewer will be paid? If not now, 

when? What is the t me'_ah fa; the announcement on inter m ~~ayments and on a respo, lse `:o the wider review? Will the Paymaster 

General tell me whr i we v 4l s: e Cie Door i n 'ew's subnliss yin., which I am sure his off+ct,_;ls ';re :/reparing, to the independent inquiry 

on interim payments that Sir Brian has set up? 

Mr Deputy Speaker > 

(Mr Nigel Evans) 

r Share 

I gave the right hon. Lady some injury time there because the Minister overran, but I rert7 ,ld eve ybody Li iut rt iS ,x.Ly':Iree 

minutes and two minutes. 

Michael Ellis > 

-nl, Sh~;re 

of . p nor; :l° nr n//ty Speaker's admnnitions about speed, so I will be brief. The Corn irrenl ,fil'

a r`i CSll t ;i fo t+t y . ~.tfa t ev'G:iterlt.1 t'lat it 0 if.i ,j L1'JCi +tlyt IC51 /.rr. i;: i:I two C . Cr F,. 1J 10' . I'V i;r'Si', lets /;101/ IUS.- 

1."1C: 1.1i  i,r- Ir7?`C 0r  k ,r a ̀ ; and tr' lF / .1~7t='JC'  uez, T' .re is Ct q t't1/ i ' .o i a ;:O /tx,_0" and 

I' t .I'. B1lr.~Lt~Cd i1 -~ iii th°s rJtt4 , l, . d wv@ ,va iY is got. 1. right. We will act, as we have dorle, aS a e Cli6 ..7 £' 0., Jai 'iMr, rtt: 

ii ' , / I t? 't' I ` Cocess. We WIii Cu 0 i'it;a so do uoo. 

Steve Brine > 

(Winchester) (Con) 

-4 Share 

I speak as the ca -chair of the all-party parliamentary group on HIV and AIDS. Due to ignorance about HIV and a lock of 

Il ,,deatr ,d;uq coo t h:ow is ma /rrl r.tet_i man,: oe.ap.e assumed'. -hr . peiapl . w .h h;-_ler op.: Ilk, were Ite'ced vuiO AIDS, which 

Forced so many to hide their huemophilio for -ens of 'he ,tied 1t, 70,+ di. ,.ri , Frinuri0 << Fr in 
;v 

'11€x, hr .w sff reci en . is . 

icy right hon. Friend the Member for Pfaidenl eaci (f -s V uy). C9' : then r'r11, M ,1isl_er, announce/ Chi' in .ui wiier I )e rr ed the 

L partrr,s nt of Hea •h :1s a Mi; , ,ste f1: e yeor_ og :, aid , e a e _tilt 11ei'. a r; u der is q. es1 .'n 'mom; ti,.e ri , 7t `!ar , Me.nb r f .r Kingston 

Liar Hi, 1 Nr:rtl iDc:me Dio ao ,oh ,sc j i;; the Ia -t.>r ek €~f t:ernl ne be 'ot ie a stc;pie; bi.;. it hc!id Dell ae ee`ed, Is •r/or' under way 

to identify people who will be eligible [or ~ he rte: iii :o :-Ipe isr'_i©/ pay rnent scheme, or are i:he Do em as , is :11  uni_; dc. ing whether 

there should be such a scheme? That is an inn a' ar di , incdoii, and my affected coslstituer;ts / :outd ls` .e to kr;ow .:he answer. 

Michael Ellis > 

ay° Share 

The whole masse I ;v;L be ,g col s 5J ./ I ire are 19 recommendations, and my officials are working hard acre-s ti"'fiite'all on the 

matter. It is unfair and inaccurate to characterise this as having made no progress over the years. Of course it made no progress, or 

hardly any progress, for many, many years after the infected blood scandal began. Since my right hon. Friend the Member for 

Maidenhead began the inquiry, considerable progress has been made and is being made. 

Fleur Anderson > 

(Putney) (Lob) 

Share 
._.. _ . .......... ... ....... 

I t_or it r hi S,~,/1l t I' iC I  g the . r °: ni u ,`ic11. 

I start by pa lint. tribute to my righ hn;i. F; is. d ti ,e i- en her for Dr St .n epnr HI tl S art l; (Dame Diana ,Jahnsm n) for securing this 

ii gent, q.,e>cior nrc' for hr years ^fc mr alt lin_; o he ':a,' of'he ict=rns aft is _lorr''.nt ous SC nd.;l. ae. : e ow s ji,st '10 of 

vaasl t / lere there ' a poi :,10/ , will, as we sr ,cf tF h_;gir 0C 1 01 col 1, the .Do1,crrme i. Ci n . .,t :ery "as. , hi. t w., hc:,/e ,eerd the 

opposite of i:asi:e on this isauae. 
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For too long, the cor /to riinated Wood communit_ ho s been failed by Government and ignored by those who let their demands fall on 

deaf ears. Tragical as a result c th delay, mcny ;le: hers of the inrected blood community will not live to see the outcome of this 

inquiry. The lonc er ii: goes on, the fewer?/ictirns `stilt be around to see justice done. Is that what the Treasury wants to happen? 

Justice delayed y 0 —e denied, hr Dais Caia errment coati ue to !,lue behind more and more reviews. The Paymaster General, as he 

just said, reeeived lair Robert Friri ' ~ei_wr, oil tine comper •ation framework study four months ago and pledged to respond in due 

course, but whaa work is currently under =,stoy to respond to the report's 19 recommendations? How many meetings have been held? 

What is concretely reirg done? 

With one person saying every four days as a result o :t d kalood, how does the Paymaster General justify his e oa , I .oent ' s slow 

response? The deud.i„r- far the res, ut se; .0' If pow kill of ice enters its summer recess, but . se , _u sirup ;aim publish ij his 

response early so u`.it Fu, L,iin , os Bile chance to scrltir! se and debate the outcome? Does he agree v„ it Robert that there is a 

morui_ co se fi t ~i,l   c :i,/d {ur ge _InC on with it earlier? This iii ji i j also seek:, i.r ,iiae,1 fu ;e why V,:I/ =.ig _ ar° ut the 

safety of ul :,a rr;aducts may I-rive ose I _ino ea anc9 why plan., to r:ic'_e'.1le UK s f :.uff cleat si of. ou era _,uc`s a ere scrapped. 

What is Paymaster Ger era l_'s c `esment of ti iese issues? 

I pay r ibiate t:ra {.U-. courage ..s .ia-rre and deterriiiatio,a of the survivors of ttae cia`va lur,ateu it a ri Iri., a f _ i t pis, ,rJiao 

have stayed !it ti .. f- q'rr 1 r i =.c;7 i. It t Ir "c,r answers. 

Michael Ellis > 

, S 1 1' :' 

f`%r cil`r' ,SIR r ,re t ynry Ins; ho , 'd C.ii t  is .s',,. atrr /r: ith tho P, ar/meat  r  Hr..1ltn a' i i Celtic, ;. fld aC'C SS ,h,(I, ta b of. 'hr r'P C,E It§ 

co,rrnlm;ndcltcr /0• a °ri ',ow n-i 5 Po lei`t rc nc .:',> ,pr,; rlet 1k- /  slid d_ e .,'sr {ease r ,I}; ica t ,nterl hn rnc:ta  ir,j g .;en the 

fl, lea- weUp [ C'A :. IO ,~ e-r j7 E'. to tIi`1, . i'Ut p ierr~t9 +ild Os , the hr's, , Lady to- r :.Par 1, at' It 'nt af5ir ash . or,; oni Vi P 1a!1 -o-r- 1 Ill 

as passionately as i do, and n; tae, LId.-t- dr ahr , t ,,.tali r to right and doing the right th'rlp dar af, tk ..r ::a-r doted and affected. 

Damian Hinds > 

(East Hampshire) (Con) 

4 Share 

I -'era ml -oh welcome Sir Robert's r ornorehensive work, including the reconrmendration on exted;ted pa;/ments. I have corresponded 

vv, th i.he r-tic ster on this or be. alt of icy con rtuents, gild I on 7 grateful tip or; to, his reply c: ;id Cur expsssing his 1 nderst_rnciing of 

t' e t7:one tel iti ty. Jo  C 'ier0 it /ruin0 iron to i ao:. fl( : or y r_,refull, out ur en y c ti or se "or expedited p Jyr ierats tc people 

who till receive or leys tt "ou, h f le camper Cation theme an ',lval̀ , p ✓er the posso;;e c ` ti;. e ;nd tj iveli 1 o much these people 

have sufferet_I ti oc ah rio f :uit oft heir own. They ho re been let /0Iy%0 h 'ti  S a-te a. 

Michael Ellis > 

Is ."ir/s;. aur. rir,ld o po,l t, and tr o -rengw i ur it, is noted. 

Chris Stephens > 

(Glasgow South West) (SNP) 

-1 Share 

+{ Share 

I congratulate the right hon. Member for Kingston upon Hull North (Dome Diana Johnson) on securing this urgent question. She 

c; iai the all-party parliamentary group on haemophilia and contaminated blood tenaciously and quite superbly. I note the case of a 

young family in my constituency. 

Sir Robert, in his evidence to the inquiry last week, said there should he no barrier to starting work now on setting up the 

c , iii en .itictn f aiv, -'w,. rk aciva ce it t. e Fad of t cc. tusry. He suggested that the appointing body be set up in shadow form to 

begin apoaisi Fir a panel members and gathering data on claims. 
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The report's first recommendatior sap a there is "a strong moral case" for camper atian. Do the Government agree that there is a 

strong moral case for compensate q : eoiAo rte-' nod by cantors incited blood? How will they ensure interim payments are also 

available to bereaved partners, pare s and ,hil Ire,:, man; of •nccm have so for been excluded from support? 

Finally, recornmolid _ uori r su 'or' le ups ort Usu tldr}ts from current supp o t 7chemes should be raised by at least 50/s above 

median earnings artd should be gr aruanteea car lire .y Legislation or secure oc ver;ilnrent undertaking. Will the Government commit to 

prove lin%i tie:=<t security? 

Michael Ellis > 

< Share 

I recognise the power of the hon. Gentleman's point about his own constituents, and many hon. and right hon. Members on both 

sides of the House will also have constituents who are affected. I cannot prejudge the matter, of course. Work is ongoing at haste, 

and a lot of analytical work needs to be done. We will have the answers to those questions as soon as we can. 

Kevin Hollinrake > 

(Thirsk and Malton) (Con) 

< Share 

One of the fi rst meetings I + ttOiide a otter i eirrg elected `.:o tl rs place in 20'-2 was a meeting of the all-party oar- ior- ientt_srt group on 

haemophilia and contami, ,ate-i h: ons-, and the campaign hid ',,reed', serf r ,nr nq nor'aan_;/ t=ears. I have been r:ant.tctcd h,r, a 

number of constituents who have still trot received fi: el c.ar. ,an isar.:ior. Ti vs- o n t c-,nrei oh cut consultotio/r o; no ,/ncns /ion 

f 2meworks. They need money. Th ;rani- n .c letir sc of- . u ice-'S 11 r,y right hon. and learned Friend please impress it u;'an the 

Prime Minister, before he leaves ofyfice, to make tires: imerhi'u payments now? 

Michael Ellis > 

My pan. Friend's eloquent point is noted and will be relayed. 

Catherine West > 

(Hornsey and Wood Green) (Lab) 

4 Share 

Share 

P v constituen'cRo-Away i sir_ Ls- r,d rr;rll hepatitis C. When he died in 2012, he !.eft hehind his par°ner and a tiny baby. Ten years on, i:'r s 

qir is CI` P:-,, Lit d6 td 0eta 1 9(tt, These i 7! • L s- , „a,l .. ale -, t U?k'v iure d0f 1 Vii'- LI L i.n, i f -I t 'ed 1 ,uip Li ti , no '. /ly 

l '' 10 16 •i_ L'1/ 1,1;1 .1.i1 ;/ e sE dl Ub ,: C:1:ed si tP;e l ' d one OVei tire decades will receive iate i in ,:/&j:1/entSe' 

Michael Ellis > 

-: Share 

I cannot, at this moment, prejudge the ultimate decisions on this matter, but I can say that the matter has my full attention and the 

full attention of officials across Government, and it will be given the attention it so richly deserves. 

Mr Richard Holden > 

(North West Durham) (Con) 

-4 Share 

I speak as a member of the APPG on haemophilia and contaminated blood. 

t s-' r. ,: =t t t, -'s-'s- ,    . weir a 10  i i, ~sFr ~~,an ,l /,m .t rio I h/ aid to those infected and affected by 

cor'Glrt1 nc.-' -
 b .,ci s-, /- - :,d l,rr ,ai,t -001 c .;/a~1fr /i:;l- n a,,rr;a to ran place with Her Majesty's Treasury on allocating a sufficient 

budur t to cover the costs between e L clhs,iet Office, the Department of Health and Social Care and the Treasury itself? 

https://hansard.parliamcnt.uk/commons/2022-07-19/debates-/86887567-A l 14.-45A1-0042 96D6056FBA62/ContaminatedRlnndScandallntcrimPaymcntsFmVictims- 5/10 

RLIT0002109_0005 



05/07/2023, 13:49 Contaminated Blood Scandal: interim Payments for Viet - Hansard - UK Parliament 

Michael Ellis > 

< Share 

I cannot speak exactly to my hon. Friend's point, but i lii. lyrli UI poi i r vt :,ai ,a cir~o0 one. There are issues across Whitehall and 

across Government that need to be addressed in all t" t lrFrtters. As I havi:,  y. I, t;lrar i - ~ is continuing with DHSC and across 

Government. 

Christine Jardine > 

(Edinburgh West) (LD) 

-1 Share 

We have all heard what the Minister has said, and we all appreciate that he appears to be genuinely concerned, but does he 

appreciate that, for our constituents who have waited decades, too much time has already been wasted, too many people have died 

and too many families have been left to suffer without the compensation and justice they so richly deserve? Will he please say 

something today to reassure them that they will get more than just more words? 

Michael Ellis > 

4 Share 

I hope I can relay, and have relayed, to the House my feelings on the matter, which I am sure ore the same as feelings across this 

Hu is .s noL a Ju";:y pulitica se e. ' is nu an tut'•Idhii i e oil f551 virU:Jty :1i"K; we irecog Se t;.he nc.aei fo(whal r is. 0ovlrlg 

s yid than, I I so i• tf t t , le trc5n, i_O(./V. ,l ;1de, stand lt hat we ilo 'e t g rt7rtugh the requ te processes'-o ak:2 s , re v,re I, .t  lei_,e 

t' inns ri_;it, ii ' Si at i wt at s hi 9p; iii ,y. This is not a questiiin of dil_oto; iness and of  'Ong on one's hands. Eve -y elfioi is °scc 

nods✓, to arc :esr th s rratt-r aS exiled: 'douslyr as possible. 

Ian Lavery > 

(Wansbeck) (Lab) 

-1 Share 
. ........ . ...... I... .. ....... 1....11 1..... ......... ... .--.. ...... . .... ..... .......... ....... .......... . ........... 1111.. 

The contaminated blood victims are entitled to be fed up to the back teeth with bluster, delay and dithering from the Government. 

Two victims are dying each week. There are 208 victims who have died in Wales, 548 in Scotland, 100 in Northern Ireland and 3,000-

plus in England. There are 419 victims who have died Icc' u i i-~ai,yr began in 2019. Sir Robert Francis stated in recommendation 14 

of his report that interim payments should be paid w,ti;out: dl+cr'yi. I ias that recommendation actually been costed? Will the Minister 

tell the House how many times his office has been in touch with i lie: teem ir;y to discuss the compensation set out in recommendation 

14? 

Michael Ellis > 

<Share 

I am very conscious of the passage of time from when the infected blood issue began many, many years ago—decades ago—and the 

inquiry that was begun by my right hon. Friend the Member for Maidenhead in 2019. I am conscious of the years that have elapsed 

and I reiterate what I have said about moving as expeditiously as possible. 

Paul Girvan > 

(South Antrim) (DUP) 

I wore: trr sp- sk ;ini_ asl, a us no or bee-/alf of a lif,dor,g friend of mine w o ,as troi ;, a :iae;no shit; sc, in Irti_,nai.ely, as a young boy 

he ei deI. ur no inc ; far or /ll ho i wo s c-=nt( miratod. e i- nc';ry in his 60:; v. th he l•iel9 and core r=t  it S 'al's s;stem he is stifle 

here. He iai~ su; div d, i ut ' e I .is auto I-/av- a ive transplan.. I  der ie or has had to live a i;fe fie ,e l h.;s teen so-;ew''ilat 

livinr urr.er shr lov.. SiFbscqui nt ,tio> >rnriec : s hova In '0 r,p 1 i n  t -r da ai •;/thing. I thank the Minist. r r the n -tvemc it 1:05 has 

been mrde up to now in re l its  do the report that i na sine fc: ward, r.ut hove concerns about thy; payments, and I ,,m isk.ng for 

interim payments to be made urgently. This man's fs nri h,: ve .O ,Jos ed eiwci,f and I feel thrvt further delay means that e are lust 
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passing the ball further down the road. This is a UK-wide inquiry and I ask that if payments are made, they should be paid as UK-wide 

payments and not as money that will go into the block grant of devolved institutions, which, ultimately, might not make its way to 

those directly affected. 

Michael Ellis > 

.1 Share 
... _.... ... . . 

The hon. Gentleman makes his point with characteristic eloquence, and my heart goes out to his constituent in that appalling 

example. That is one of many tragic examples in this matter. I also note what he says about the Northern Ireland aspect of this and 

that matter will be given proper consideration. 

Clive Efford > 

(Eltham) (Lab) 

,r Share 

1 'e fort ih..;i into r _ I pa(iri ic,n"b /1 Ir* ,, .C'n /rc C: rll:11° lad i'i t ,13r;., °.'lat there iS an urgency' 'norm .r i C0 f (i ,h'.v' p rr it

1. 1`s Si .`r` tl ° I /5 1  yr 1'/0/ ne :
' it Ca  1 7 1, }tt ' e l//Ca ;1 :r Ci Since that Urilo`. , 1.Nhat IS It. ;1l}f1 P,1 :i 1 ( '". m ir_ ota ,ltian5 

0/  ii o1 /'Item tt f , ,1t./ r • ocivmr. ,`? tv5 /50 ;tape Government have to wait to respond to those 19 recommendations and not, as 

Ii C" 0  suggests, get and 0e/'t:lo t I .± iYT V'/yi?E' t:4,? 

Michael Ellis > 

rb Share 

It is not as though the Government are waiting; the Government are working, across Whitehall, to produce results in the matter. 

There is no dilatoriness here; there is expedition on the part of my officials and officials across Government, and the wish to get the 

matter right. 

Dr Philippa Whitford > 

(Central Ayrshire) (SNP) 

4 Share 

The Irish Government established their compensation Lriisun ai ,iarn mi-M 25 ye  ; ago, yea= the UK Uovert7mer/. continue to leave 

victims facing death, without even basic justice for the hai nl done to them and U'  families. I remind the Pay,nuster General that 

this urgent question is about interim payments. Will he at least cor-irn;t to moo//lcl SO V0 -:1 now /itr, key recorrl;mendation 14, on 

interim payments, rather than leaving victims and their families to face on ]C  1:I coo' hcrdi- ? 

Michael Ellis > 

4 Share 
. _..I.... . .... ....... .. ..... .... ._ .,,, .. .-._.,, ...... . .., . ...,... ., .., ,...... .....,,, , .,...,. .... .,...,_ _., .....,... _, 

I cannot prejudge the matter at this stage, for reasons that I have already given. 

Sammy Wilson > 

(East Antrim) (DUP) 

The Paymaster Gererol will know that 41S> people have already died, and it is estirlated that one wiil die every four days, so this is 

urgent. I respect th pr-,;nt' he aas made r'rid believe that he wants this mcttr dnnit'grit ' or en V. however, Sir Rcilsert Francis 

reported in Mari'h; ne 'oepartnient is ow, ,re :ft ;1e information and the for nr c detai(thut C  Paymaster Genrorai has reH:rrrd to, 

and it. promised a r -p (/91 to !:ha0 when ol' ;nec th, report. That hoe at la oe. d. To say ,hr, _ Sir Rotioeri pu e 
a}is e //de(/CC to 

the I 0IJ 'u r sir ,nsi iveek msler•dl! ,p t:1e vaoy i,o vv rc'l thin. s` '/lli,d ha' hr nt .d. 'PC cDus : the iY fl 
a° n v/nr> on ,en. Befinre he ever 

q c)N1 '0  hi.F, 'v! • nr 0 n th,= In 1.I  { .51e Pal r, "ni. ha,.t tE rat to' 'n a' itlt S^ 'dvhd coi they ,nf U^1 'n 1 'iIn • ('c ̀ im compensation 

ptaymen:, as Sir Brian Langstaif has said lie Is/ t It co ot to deal with the immediate hardship people n c facing? 
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Share 

I opatat • ~lr'i r,  l ; t_cc. irannl l lat.r:€a, . ,• m, l l to"`1/ mplex,or i 1ir to' u   ~ ,tti1.'rd 

adv ;wily—a ' 0 /rr;rrament, wh ,f; of C11.t trier[ r icultl _1 gram=aex. This may f r' ca / r cc  r t=aer , i,uli.l7le 

schcrl7us. I a' 1 1 .1 ci °lers to at. . r - thaat everyone i'v''  ! 'ng as fast as they can to ocli'r t ,. ,I, r t l , -a 'a f.c'r. 

Barbara Keeley > 

(Worsley and Eccles South) (Lab) 

-1 Share 

I agrees.ith my right hon. Friend r ,e " ember for Kingston upon Hull North (Dame Diana Johnson): the Paymaster General's response 

was iriac. .cll.atr. Jt  -ccrilnii , the rt- ople we are talk/ - p c bout—our constituents—as "tragic examples" is not helpful. I have three 

cons- it:a: nt°, affected, ccc ,f v✓iaom was infected wit hepatitis C in the Royal Manchester Children's Hospital in the early 1980s. In 

Jan'u ,ry 014, h- fr _<nri ofi' the:` he had he. ulsun to deal c rl _rsis of tae liver. He has had to put his career on hold while he is having 

treatwie t  rid e as : -ac gr a it rtre > aad erry. IL is r;nly r lrri t t ilt mfr constitl ants, ruin the others we are hearing about who 

have fPr.erl ,', this.,'".(i%'V// t. ,F_.e, P t :x 0 1 / . irli 'cc,) c7 Id -Ua,ortth; i, thev C7ecerlle. H. .v r„nn w)ll the Government 

)inlemr t sir F;oberts recommendation t:,/rr ' rstantfol interim paymen s hr clftered of no less than:100,000? 

Michael Ellis > 

As soon as is reasonably possible. 

Hannah Bardell > 

(Livingston) (SNP) 

4 Share 

.; Share 

6 constituent;- GRO-A I. t , r,uat , 7tt r;,i_rr I:n received a blood . °; r r, that infected him w~ l;, hepatitis C. My 

.d „Stitr4 r 1. GRO-A SOS t(iig,, t, v1 . ?lr~. i_ . tr',~1_ 1  I I!vc', (, ur 0 1;5 tl o.a t,'eh .q ,_and it;t hrough 

t,t .-c YtI f tt. P ,l 'I~.. ,i i. I hCc c cat  with bath cc iy constituents t,,1O  Vstc oc:1 to t l ,<<t S1_ 1, ' tl :c it 1,) ,ct: r , . I cdr life. I hove been 

itllSn'g ti ., rri{ 0,l cc - - c' C1lCi a half years, and we ore ab'.:/, Cu huJB our'Ic +l: GPI"i lc' s  r'iS..F ; I ;aC', t mu. Sa': =1 /10 ,uople have 

died cc , n t .t'H StCN, i, a ['4'E: en-' uqo. IS the Governmei t'a st:, tutegy to 1PdU,. C=r i.[E_ . c'5' c.1/ La or. ,et.,fi/ L,cy ge"1: 11!ST..ice—We 

can give i;ai hlc lr i ;/ iig 0 'cc, as has f, en recommended —or will t:he Gov<,.IcSnr. 1 / l i l„'1 I r •;ir r, t,t, ,.3!a. c t, ,p,° justice to 

the peal : !t,.ts/I oy c:  '( t' ilc,' .d ncxid' 

Michael Ellis > 

< Share 

I am sorry, but the hon. Lady's question is unworthy. it is completely wrong to characterise anyone as waiting for people to pass on. 

1 i'oI do  _act. ,,Rn Ju . !-c 0 he /iru/ra aaa a e ft :itsut ,a ,nrorking on the matter. I reiterate that good people are 

ci I i 1 F L xr get the right result  lu`lc,r, H ml rr=f<ect on that. 

Aridy::Laughter > 

(Hammersmith) (Lab) 

< Share 

i"ost: of us here represent constituents who are victims r f the contaminated blood scandal. As they have waited to justice for so 

[crag, there is often .ui :o a'on tq gnu between our he ,ring- from 'her:i, c. id %,,ie 'orJer, "Have the,,, moved avvav? Hr cc -heyjust been 

e hausta-1 t, if-v if -v p cc cc?,ore the tr, a ill? Have he d d?', TI s a on extraor _#inary, l.ri l process, 010 nleo arl ur,aeccss:ary une. 

Irate' ii pay raents are a cc -irnn I .otf:re Hp rsr nai inji;ry l Ciciltir, 'We know exact what the• or ,-;, a - d tccc' do riot, by Jefnition, 

prejudir : th; orr.ccrne of any i,agr ry .Jus?, ar ;wee o,le questior: what prejudice is there ti tl e Havernrr-rat In r:- al its [he rlterire 

payment., now? 
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Shere 

It is not a matter of prejudice. The c c  / r ',u',: r _ .;;ri , r +l;ty to work thr - c s' =;ff' c,,ly ni re ly nrld t  r, to 

make decisions based on the comply xa n ", ~tE rc/ r8 rr rat Pr tcISF, of II thnr ues. Thy lotion. The n- ,t ns Y. r -on. 

Gentleman says; it is a question of , st rap I Ir c,/a P ,it r'91ht r o =;rl i,r as f- ;;able. 

Alison Thewtiss > 

(Glasgow Central) (SNP) 

-1 Share 

I have constituents who were infected, and constituents who were affected by, and bereaved as a result of, the contaminated blood 

scandal. I pay tribute tool the camp peers, the at or, -ty, ro a c.n ho .neap:':ilia and contaminated blood, the Factor 8 campaign, 

and ever yhr dv Mnv  has dome so much work ant s sic or r t le yenr„ THeir stories are seared on my memory, as is the evidence 

that I hate s..en tw •ete.:i I' J177 he inquiry. It is at'ri, ,tel,/ ci/ ,lirt , er, le are =r_,ri ted to be .dying at a rate of one every four days. 

This nor' ma it' "a in w toeo have otreadv in' ed, -,c "re,„ rnd .eer- Ie Pr-, n, "or ° rar, iar c/o ong. What conversations have 

been had with Treasury officials about the urgency of releasing funds for interim payments right now? 

Michael Ellis > 

-he a 

It is well understood that the matter is urgent and important. It is also underrtoo I th at it is cor'r Pe or i ll 'erc.rin ected, ' assure the 

hon. Lady that questions such as this in the House, and the points that she andol.hershove air _d, rlet to eiteroe, iftheftwere 

needed, that the matter should be dealt with as expeditiously as possible. 

Jim Shannon > 

(Strangford) (DUP) 

-; Share 
. ........ . ...... I... .. ....... 1....11 1..... ......... ... ...... ...... . .... ..... .......... ....... .......... . ........... 1111... 

I thank the right hon. Member for Kingston upon Hull North (Dame Diano Johnson) for her dogged perseverance. We are all indebted 

to her for her at:e 1  efforts. More"., a, I -+t u c,)',,, I .;ve died since the publication of the epc: i ive ye ,r~ go, urld evert any. of 

those d. .t , is a tragedy, as I know .i ; Iv ,,ter appsec-.rtes. It is time to do the rig ,t t. leg. `vvitt oe Minster 00.1 lit to action on u 

reasonc,rle tirnescole, to put them ii,cIs c:f tims of eontum~ o ';d t cr,ad, and their fallalies, at rose? They haves iffered 

cons C7 f:;( ac, so and ul tt,4', C !e. t , F/taJr h ' 11th and e;1{l ,tip^ (inG, e.,; ,att ,. u t18S. AS each r 1  t1!- es by, tht/F,(' hnanCla ur r! 11 L,E'cd 

and ci , , snrcluntup.Timeisaiahr i I

Michael Ellis > 

< Share 

I accept the premise that time is of the essence, and the point that the hon. Gentleman eloquently makes about each day that 

passes. I am very conscious of that, as are those working with me, and I ask him to accept that. 

Pete Wishart > 

(Perth and North Perthshire) (SNP) 

a; Share 

There is no good reason whir inter .'n h=ayri.-en.s cc.nrrtt be made. Wiaen we first raised issues of contami nated blood some 20 years 

ago, we were repeatedrit Id lot io ✓rc; igt  r p: ac : es were empteye_i. _nd; Brsrnhire r'onced-sd 'Pt ,. i :quiry that he and his 

ministerial team were give', fires y c'ticials no he its. kr-iwo; to iae f sls-~, o ,d that 'ho ho, h .d o:a ii-irpa .t c. I real lives. What is 

k zinc dry ie :;a o{ drsss'_tia _ misinf rmation, and will the Minister commit to an inquiry, over and above Sir Robert's, into why MPs 

were mi ',ed rat L: 11'lt in by officials? 

Michael Ellis > 
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4 Share 

I cannot commit to that. I am not aware of the detail of the matter raised by the hon. Gentleman. I have seen no evidence of officials 

giving deli be rutHty leerrett ii!(orl•at oil, Alt 1 w l_[ It uk;!"Ito the matter. 

Mr Deputy Speaker > 

(Mr Nigel Evans) 

{ Share 
...... ..... .... .. ....... ..... .... ..... ......... . ..._...._ _...._. 

I thank the right hon. Member for K '3 t,0;_ 1 / J n r,rrh (mime 0'a I -' J.' osoa) for her urgent question, and the Minister for 

responding for just over half an hour. 
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