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1. CONFII&ATION OF MINUTES OF WF.T]NG HELD ON 20 FEBRUARY 1974 

The minutes were confirmed subject to the following emendments:-

Page 4 pars 2e lines 6 and 7 - delete "and upon whether the fttendLnt wt.s 

working alone or not" 

8 8 amend (b) to read:- "an epileptic confirmed by his doctor 

no longer to be on anti-convulsent trentwent and who has not 

been subject to fils for a period of three years may be 

accepted as a donor," 

2. Ma.1Tk.RS ARISING 

a. QUnLITY CONTROL AS KPPLILD TO BLOOD GROUP SEROLOGY 

The Chairman reported that the forking Party had net and a paper is being 

prepared for the meeting of the LDA Subgroup on Quality Control on 24 Ma a 1974. 

Br Goldsmith woulo report to the RTT meeting; on 3 July 1974. 

b. PRINCIP'rL TECHNIGLiN 

Mr Jackson reported that the group nominated at iTD meeting 20 iebruary 1974 

had not yet been able to meet Mr Harley. Dr Jenkins had not yet completed the 

redrafting of the paper originally sent to Mr Harley (RTD(73)15 Revised, 

Oct.1973). When this was done it was proposed to discuss the new draft at an 

informal meeting with Mr Hfarley. Thereafter the paper would be considered by 

the RTD meeting with a view to its submission officially to the Department. 

Dr L A D Tovey said he had not agreed to serve on this group (ETD Minutes, 

20 February 1974, page 3, perr.2(c). At the request of the meeting he now 

agreed to serve. 

c. PUBLICITY PAMPHLETS 

i. PLASMAPHERESIS (RTD(74)9) 

Dr Maycook had received only five replies from RTis conn'enting on this 

paper by Dr Claghorn. The gist of replies was that the paper was suitable 

to give to donors who had volunteered for plesmapherecic but not for 

general distribution. Dr Darnborough had undertaken to write a short 

description on simple lines to be included in a more general leaflet 

suitable for distribution to donors. Dr Maycock asked any RTDc who still 

wished to do so, to send comments within 2 weeks. 

ii. GIFT OF LIFE. Dr Smith and Dr Barnes had prepared a text which was 

being oonsidered within the Department. 

2. 
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iii. BLOOD GROUPS AND THE STUDY OF MANKIND. Dr Mourant had revised this 

leaflet, which was now in the hands of Information Division. It was not 

proposed to circulate the revised text to RTDs as the changes were few. 

iv, PAMPHLET ON THE NATIONAL BLOOD TRANSFUSION SERVICE. Dr iehene and his 

staff had revised this pamphlet, the text of which had been sent to 

Information Division. The finally proposed text would be circulated to 

RTDs in due course. 

The meeting confirmed that there was a steady demand for pamphlets of the 

type previously published in the Life Blood Series which were designed to 

be informative documents for donors, their friends and certain other 

groups such as students. There was probably clso a need for leaflets 

designee to be used to recruit donors. 

d. OBSERVATIONS IN NATUR.LLY AND DELIBERATELY IMMUNIZED DONORS 

Dr Maycock reported that he had discussed Dr L A D Tovey's report (R2'D(7!)3) 

with Professor P L Mollison. 

Professor Mollison thought it would be useful to collect details of episodes 

in which reactions occur within a short time of plasmapheresis. Long term 

medical events, he thought, should be noted but not investigated, since the 

few that had been recorded seemed too various to suggest any connexion with 

preceding plasmapheresis. The meeting agreed to send Dr L A D Tovey the 

appropriate information. 

Professor Mollison considered that it was well worthwhile recording in detail 

any adverse reactions after deliberate immunization or boosting. Dr L A D Tove- 

had prepared a report form (RTD(7i.)12) which the meeting agreed 
to 

use. The 

following amendments were made: "date of birth" in place of "address and age"; 

"Red cell, white cell and serum groups" instead of "ABO and Rh genotype"; 

spaces to be made for entry of up to three genotypes end dates after 'genotype 

of cells injected"; a space to be made for recording the relationship of a 

reaction with the injection of cells in the immunization programme; a space 

to be made for reference number of volunteer. 

It was agreed that RTDs would (i) complete this form and send it to Dr Tovey 

for any reaction associated with any procedure of imml,.axaization or boosting and 

(ii) send annually the total number of immunizations so that Dr Tovey could 

calculate the incidence of reactions. 

Dr Tovey undertook to distribute a supply of emz:nded forms to RIDs. 

3. 
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e. ,NTI-i1B Ag IMMUNOGLOBjLIN FOR PROTECTING 1KE'A;FTS OF HB Kg POSITIVE MOTHERS, 

It was reported that RTCs. Leeds, Sheffield, Cambridge, Bristol, Birmingham, 

Liverpool, Wessex and Northern Ireland had agreed to participate by HB i,g 

testing ante-natal specimens. 

The MRC inti-liB Ag Immunoglobulin Working Party had applied to the Council for 

approval and financing of the trial. 

Dr Bevan offered to participate (30,0CC mothers per year). Dr Maycock 

undertook to inform the Chairman of the Working Party. 

f. HAEMOPHILIA PROVISION OF PIJ SkL FOR t liT t-Hi R OFriIbIC GLOBULIN CONC Tliai35~. 

Dr Maycock reported that since January 1973 the increase in the amount of 

frozen fresh plasma was such that the amount fractionated had risen from 80L 

per week to 108L per week in the period January to March 1974. This plasma had 

been contributed mainly by 5 centres. A sixth supplied a modest quantity and a 

seventh had just begun. With extra staff the amount fractionated could be 

doubled immediately. Ciith extra staff and equipment the amount fractionated 

could be increased up to 10-fold. 

Dr iaaycock urged that RTDs should encourage by every possible local means the 

use of concentrated red cells. 

Dr Maycock also reported that the amount of time-expired plasma (in terms of 

single donations) sent to BPL in relation to regional population varied from 

about 3 per 1000 population to 11 per 1000 population. There was clearly a 

wide variation which would have gradually to be eliminated. 

g. CAREERS IN BLOOD TRAiSFUSION - t&A LEAFLET. It was reported that this 

leaflet was now in use. Copies were distributed to the iueeting. 

h. ,ADVERSE REACTION REPORT FORM. Lr Maycock said that only half the RTDs 

hadhai commented on the form and asked for outstanding, replies to be sent within 

two weeks. 

3. PUBLICITY IN "THIS SUNDAY TIMES" CONCERNING Tiu, LONOk Pbi'EL 

Dr Cleghorn referred to the article in the Sunday Tiiues on 7 April 1574 which 

had as its raison d'etre a laboratory notice issued in July 1973, a copy of 

which had apparently been sent to the Sunday Times. He also referred to the 

confidential document dated 18 April 1974 which had been sent to all RTDs and 

DHSS in which were set forth the immediate aspects of the episode.;

4. 
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5. SUPPLY Off' BLOOD r'Ok U_ES OTI R TRZ TRA,flSr'USION (laF'LR itTL(74)11) 

In introducing this paper, which had been prepared by the 1epartnent, Dr Maycock 

said that as the only organization in UK dealing with human blood, NBTS could not 

dissociate itself from the problem of providing human plasma and serum for 
diagnostic purposes and also for monitoring therapy. M' ood or blood derivatives 

were an essential part of certain laboratory techniques ahir.h tt,emselves were essertiaal 

and all of which benefitted the patient. Lr Maycock suggesteo tlm;,t the proposals 

in pcarbgraphs a(c) and 8 should be acopted. The time ti4_a now cone to tell uonors, 

for example, by including information in leaflets and talks, th..t various 
cr.mponants of blood were now necessary for certain laboratory techniques which 

were of great benefit to the patient. It was also pointed out that the NHS had 

to import most of these materials at present; these were expensive and the source 

of some of the blood used was insecure. 

The volume of blood needed was estimated to be about 10OOL per year or about 275 

donations per Centre per year in ureat Britain ana Northern Ireland. There were 

other requirements, for example, a supply of platelets. 

In uiacussion, which was inconclusive, the Directors stressea the need to use 

plasma in preference to serum whenever possible. 

'ihe meeting agreed to consider this subject again at the next meeting. It gas 

suggested that Professor Whitehead should be invited to decuss with the 

Directors the requirements of the groups concerned with non-therapeutic uses of 

blood and how these requirements might be met from the BTS. 
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