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I, GRO-B 1, will say as follows: - 

1. My name is, GRO-B . My date of birth si, GRO-B 1961 and my address is 

known to the Inquiry. I am not in employment due to my ill-health. I currently 

receive PIP and employment support allowance. I intend to speak about my 

infection with hepatitis C. In particular, the nature of my illness, how the 

illness has affected me, the treatment I received and the impact it had on 

me and my family. 
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9. GRO-B did ask if I was an intravenous drug user. I told him I was not. 

I got the impression from him that this was how he thought I had caught the 

given a death sentence. 

informed • .• -i. - i'i i 

by telephone. I got more information from them than I did from him or anyone 

else. 

information on the transfusion. I exhibit this letter as WITN3751004. I exhibit 
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17. In 2005, I began to suffer severe abdominal pain. I remember I was on a 

bus and the pains in my abdomen were horrendous. It felt like I was being 

stabbed in the abdomen with a knitting needle. I had to stand up on the bus 

for the remainder of the journey, such was the pain. I was constantly going 

back and forth to the doctors because of the pain I was in. GRO-B 

would just say that I must have pulled a muscle. I remember my stomach 

would swell and then go down. It was very painful and uncomfortable. I 

began to feel very lethargic, everything became very much an effort. I felt 

very nauseous and was vomiting regularly. I had no appetite or interest in 

food. As a consequence I lost a lot of weight. I remember the whites of my 

eyes and skin were a yellow colour. 

18. Mentally, from the mid-1980s I have always suffered with mental health 

issues. I suffered with depression and had psychotic episodes. It is unclear 

to me whether this is related to hepatitis C. 

19.1 now suffer with diabetes and arthritis. I believe these conditions were 

caused by the hepatitis C infection. I also suffer with short-term memory loss 

and lack of concentration. Again I believe this is due to hepatitis C. I have 

also been left with stage four cirrhosis of the liver. 

20. After he informed me that I had hepatitis C, GRO-B referred me to 

Ward 41 at the Western General Hospital. This is the Infectious Diseases 

Department. I saw a consultant there, I can't remember his name. The 

consultant asked me about my sexuality and whether I took drugs 

intravenously. I assured him I was in a happy, monogamous marriage and 

that I had never taken drugs intravenously. He then asked me if I had ever 

had a blood transfusion. I told him about the blood transfusion I had in 1983. 

This appointment took place in December 2014. He said there was a new 

treatment available for hepatitis C. I exhibit a letter dated the 23nd December 

to discuss my treatment as WITN3751007. 

21. In March 2015 I started the treatment. It was a three-month course of 

tablets. I received pegylated interferon, ribavirin and sofosbuvir. I also 
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simultaneously received risperidone and escitalopram for my psychological 

troubles. Throughout the three months I attended the hospital every week, 

to see the liver specialist nurse, to have my bloods checked. 

22. Last year a nurse told me that I should have been automatically tested for 

hepatitis C in 2006, she told me I should see a solicitor about it. I had 

developed pain in my right hand side after 2006 and different doctors kept 

telling me that I had pulled a muscle. I could have been treated for hepatitis 

C 8 years before I ended up actually accessing treatment. Now the 

consequence of not being properly advised and treated has left me with 

stage 4 cirrhosis. 

23.1 was led to believe that the treatment I received was the most recent 

treatment. I do not believe there were any other treatments available at that 

time. 

24. I do remember the skin on my hands and feet becoming itchy and the skin 

began to peel off. It felt like I had been burnt.. The Interferon treatment 

caused me to become incredibly anxious and I started to experience 

auditory hallucinations in September 2015. I attended the hospital for help 

but this was very upsetting. After the three months had elapsed my hepatitis 

C was undetectable 

25. My infected status did not impact upon any other medical or dental care for 

any other condition. 

26. My life has been destroyed by my hepatitis C infection. I have become very 

pessimistic about life in general. I am on strong antidepressants. I just feel 

like I am living a death sentence. I became a different person. I GRO-B j 
i-~ GRO-B 

 
and I was a sociable person who enjoyed the company of others. 

I have now become almost a recluse and rarely leave the house. 

27. My wifeGRo-I3 gets very upset and tearful at times as she worries about the 

future. Our sex life has suffered, as even though I have cleared the virus 
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there is always a possibility it could come back and she may get infected. 

30. 1 am aware of the stigma that surrounds hepatitis C, it is associated with 

intravenous drug use.; GRO-B I 
GRO-B 1. It is because 

31. 1 have worked as GRO-B I for many years for different 

Companies.; GRO-B 

GRO-B Due to my mental state, loss of memory and lack of 

concentration, I feel uncomfortable being around people. I suffer panic 

attacks if I am in social situations. My physical capabilities with my arthritis 

have made it impossible for me to doi GRO-B I no longer work and 

am now on benefits. 
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37. In August 2019 1 heard about a scheme run by the Scottish Government 

that had been set up for people contaminated with infected blood. I did apply 

but I was again rejected. 

38. 1 feel extremely angry and devastated by being rejected. I feel that 

because I was in prison for a time and that both my brothers used 

intravenous drugs that I have been stereotyped. I have been in a 

monogamous relationship with my wife since 1989. 1 have never taken 

intravenous drugs. 

Section 8. Other issues 
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Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

G RO-B 

Dated Jun 30, 2020 
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NOT RELEVANT 
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