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to its investigation arising out of the tragic circumstances of the death of my late father, 
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of myself and my older sister Sarah was very unexpected, and our parents sheltered 

At the time they had little money, this meant that my parents had to sacrifice things 
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to give me and my sister a good childhood. My mother would work extra night shifts 

to try to bring in more money and I do not think that this was fair on her. It also 

meant that my dad would work harder than somebody should, I remember him 

working and sleeping at the hospital on the switchboard, when the doctors changed 

their rotation with the hospital he would be there for double shifts and sometimes 

over 24 hours. 

6. We used to go fishing. One day he had an injury where the hook was embedded in 

his thumb and I tried to help him. He moved away from me and made up an excuse 

to keep me at a distance. I did not know about his HIV infection at this time. My dad 

was a gentle and calm person but I believe inside himself he was scared in these 

moments. I now understand why he behaved like this it was from an overwhelming 

fear he would infect me. 

7. 1 did not understand at times why my father could not do all the active things like 

football and other sports with me when in was little. However, we shared a love of 

snooker and pool, we had a pool table in our house. This was something we could 

do together even when his mobility was not that good as we did not need to leave the 

house. 
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his matches even with his arms and legs strapped with bandages, he did this 

because he wouldn't let the universe take away his enjoyments in life. 
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13. 1 do not believe that my parents were ever fully informed as to the risks 

associated with any of the treatment undertaken by my dad. 
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15. 1 went into a period of deep denial and I was the only male in the house trying to fill 

shoes that could not be filled. 
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I played and I didn't feel the same about the game, I retired in 2013 and I know it 

was the right decision now. 

N' . _f ______c]-• • f• • 

22. 1 was put on anti-depressants and continue to use them to this day. I didn't seek 

counselling as I find it hard to talk to strangers, the support from my family and the 

strength I learnt from my parents is how I cope day to day with my thoughts and 

feelings. 
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to make everyone know how we really feel. 

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

Signed: GRO-C 
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