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Minutes of the first megting beld on Thursday, 11: -Februury 19%0 at, 2. OOpm -'7 !
at 24 Park urescent, London WiN 4AL - ) .

v
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: BB Oxfoxd RBTL) -

‘ (PHL,!.. Menchester) e
North East Thames RBYC  and

B 1SS Advisory Group on Testing !

lﬂm sence 4f HBEMsg and Lits .Antibody)
S G S h.nnbuﬁg and South East Scotland
RBTC) . .

; Colindale)}
ﬂoy.si Free Hospital Medical School, {represcming

Prozassor Dame Sheila Sherlock)’ .
. Oxford Regional Public Health
Laborat.ory)

{DHSS) '
(l.ondon ‘sr'mol «f Hygienn and Tropicwel

. Medicine)

‘o

Present:
A 1xh L

In Aviendshoe: RETSURRMGRBIIND

1. Membevshiy

> welcomed the members to the WP, (P 80/2). An apology f%r
absence fwas rcccived from who wss reprgsented
by i@ of the Royal Frec Hospital School of Hedicine.

\

2, " Pyrvods uof the Working Party . ’ .

opened the discussion by asking.the meeting to def! e the function
the Working Parfy. . ,

IL was noted that other bodies carried out fungtions L THE field of post<

transfusion hepatit{d{P d the Chairman cxplained] that it was importent
to define clesrly the object Of the Woskiwg Pucty (WPY so as to sveid necdlass -

duplicstion of effort in this f\eld.

on Testing
The DHSS Advisory Group{for the presence of WB_Ag and its antibody edvs. sed on
methods and policy with regard to the screenini of blood donations and the .
preparation of natiohal standards, An ad hoc group had met at the MBC at the.
-,request of DNSS Ip February 1979 as a vesult wf discussions in the Advi sory
Group, and this had resulted in the establishment of the MRC PTH WE.
said that a new DHSS Ad'fisory Group would shurily be fermed to advise ou the

public heslth aspects of hepauitis, "

-

It was agreed that the function of the MRC WP was to promote research Lo 85sess
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towrt /67 . )
G
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e aature amd sine wr che ;o ohiam oF FTH i the U500k parttealg s refervence
to vhesges {n wransfusia g tice, og the mue o o ouets prepaced Srom pouled
plaswe foom tavee swbnry oi Jonors end the intredus T of caumercial prodects
from abvaad,  Husdies ®mold favlude €1) me sress -ns of any further need

fu: vesearch into hepailtiy §, ey the need for o vao o, (3} irvestigations
to assess e incldence of on-a, non-B hepatitis 3t the UR pavticularly wich
the rvisk of introduriog the infeciiog by bleod tran ! :vions, and {3) the
poaition of vessarch te char.sterise the asz?u.‘, winted wieh ehis form

af hepatitiz, tnd we derive lfagnoztic tesis. ‘

1

3. Tiansmissivn-of hopstitis by bluud devivatives:
3.1 . There wag some dis<uzsi. a abour the methud: of .vlection of blood dnnors
and ‘testing for hepntitis B .urface antigen, ft we. .qoraed that this mattar
would be derly with by the adeisory Group for Hepat- ' B antigen tesiing and
ity antibody. . - ,

.

{‘ ) Gh:-. problems of nun-i, non~f acoztecite viruses

3,% There was 8 wide-rangin/ discusaion™r@gavdiug 18 ineidence of PTH in the
UK. There was agreemas: 'thap the reportad case: of "\etitis 8 weve vevy few.
No cases of non-A, nop=fekelntitis valated Lo whale bIo fusions had yet
been repovted despyile euquivy of hospitels in Loudor vhere open Jeart surgery
wer carcied out, hare was .ome evidence that acute wu=A, non-l] hepatitis
vecurred in the geperval community. - VESEGIIERMSMNSRIGUR: said thit 15-207 of
.cases of acuté heyfatieiz in u specicl study in West L.ndon ware frobsbly. non-4, -
non-B hepatitis, e s3id somw cpses had baai: tdentified i 1
practice in Mansifestey thau wete unralpted to transiu: jopn.  Six cases of Yon-A,
aon-" hepdtUAS hatd bern reported to the Oxford iteenophiilis Centre which gera
velated to fivansfusiony of ryyoprecipitate since 1978, All patients had Heen
trangfused With 30-2100 hags f cryoprecipitate within the previous six chs.

Theve was 3 problem of nun~4, non-B hepativis related to freeze dridd facror VIIX
and 1X, bueth NRS and commareial types imparted {rou: Austria and te USA.
The facloe MMIL assofiaied hepatitis was of short invubation in type uwd was
followed By chronic sequalac in 20-30% of cases. UNRSRMERSER: described o) recent
study av| the Royal Frev Hosplial of 11 selected patients of whom 8 recpived commerc
concencrgue, I RHS concentrnie andl eryoprecipitate. _Eight cases w Symp Lom-
. “less, the \abnurusl Lrsesominase levels lesting at lesse six months? There was
{ J7. cwidence ohtained hy liver hiopsy that a proporiion of these casps might suffaer
' chronic sequeldaC. |EEsi@m®h suid.there was as yet ne evidence that factor VILX
nssocisted hepatitds was Lransmitted to household cuniacts of haquwephiliacs, |
slthough the possiliility must be borne in mind. It was agreed tjat the fmportation
ght result in the introdusrion inte Lhe al community )

t Seotland BTC inte the
wod trensfusion. Ha
suggested thut a multi-centra stulfy might be sponsorad by the WP. It was
agreed, however, thst this mutter should ba defexred until candidiate laboratory
tests were &available. . .

‘11 was decided that the fellowing problems weeded fnvastigation: {a) The
jdentification of donors and units of blood assesiatsd with possible cases of
ron-A, non-B hepncitiz, (b) Research into metheds of identifylng.the viruses
asseciated with non-3, vson-k hepatitis, and (¢} Epidemiological ‘surveys to
assess the size of the problam in relucion Lo blood transfusions.

DEFTEN
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& g snf - 1wy resulr of the meeting o0 the ad hac greyp in
Februarvy 2970 *Btes special project granty hed bean apprised Lor coescarch
tate the incidoneo, vy iddmiology and clinfesi features of aoh-A, mm-3
wapatitis, ami 4 feurth weuld piobably sovn !mﬁ:oved tun, It was open o

the WP to initiate Uiesh projests In this fivid,

Mathods of insetivalion of hepatltis vizususs in blood derivatives

3.3 Sweasgmese described research being catried out at prusent by the
goyev Pharuiave .iicai Company into the inactivatrion of viruses in blood preducty
using B -propialariune. GROAMBEERGF quostionsd whether a product subjectes to
such a process micht not have problems in ascquiving a product licence in the
UK, since ;9*;:: pielacione had been shewn wnler cextaln experimental condii tony
to acl a3 a Catdinagdie.

[t was agrveed shel move information was required by the WP regarding the ¢
inactivation 31 vizuswe in blood producis, ERRESENER ond
undertook lo inili.g a raview v i:ermu:r membeyrs of the WPy this

would probably by awusdertoken b§ u menmbuk of P suaff,
Removal of viruscs Vewn hloof products by Ermectionatioy processes

o sale iherd was some epidemiolugical evidénce from\studies f
fector VILI associpted non-A, non-B hepatitis that commercial fadtoer VIIL
concentraie from the USA was associated with one type of hepatitis, and that
NHS factor VIII anff factor LX made by Immuno Lid, in Austria mighit be assuclaled
with one ar more dii fiovent types, distinct fvom those in American Tommergisl
material., The sy Likely explanation was vhat the PEG/glycine fructiona\ ton
methed concentiatad one servotype of virus and inactivated otherxs.

1L was alsd noted that research was being carriad auk in the USA iacte
fractionatidy prusevsvruy which would eliminate or decrease the cuncepefation
of virus ie Moo prodeey us pavt of the fractileonation procéss. (1) ( Searle
Laborarories Lyd. were cuarrying out a project with the Bluod Product?
Loboratory Alstree, using the polyelectrolyte method for the fractionyrion of
plasnd, T

AN

4, Identificuiien .§ azents cavrying non-A. anon=B hepatitis

,

| This subje tiy dealt with in the discussion under item f.2. 1t wss

: ggreed that Wik, vould produce a paper outlining Ythe work wich
ineculation experiudiity Liv chimpanzees, detalling Fortheoming pldns and
praviding justificapion for the financisl support requested, Exgeriments so
far showed that thiyae wure probably 2 types of non-A, non-B hepstitis associatsd
with fsctor VIII, e Second type had been produced by the same batech of
‘Hemolil' vhich was asSUTTELEEwith the Bourngmputh outlreak in 1974, Furihex
collaborative work witch JEWERRSEd was plahixd, ) .

S " Methods of obtsining snd storing material vith o high content of markurs
of hepatitis § and aon-A, non-8 hepatitis vivuses

2 cold that he hed obroined approximately 100 units of HB Ag
pasitive plasms for use In resaarch apd the develdpment of a hepatitis B valeina.
The WP agreed to apprwach the Natlonal Institute
of Hiological Sipndards snd Control, to see Lf he could offer space for storoge

; e collection of HB Ay positive plasma, so that it could
form the nucleus of a.collection to be obEained through the NBTS for future
hepatitis B vaccine development. It was alsn agreed that {t was importsnt to
obtain similac boati}es of plasma .
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nssotiteid with waser of nom-A, - epesitin to fors the neelews o

well dotumening matecial for researsh e thiy disear., .« start'had been made
shrough i fdastilication of infected hitchus of factar ¥/ II, but {1 was
exsentianl to whizta individual botules «f plasma from implicated donors as thery
was some wvidew o that Jitferent virpsen alght be invelved {p fagtor YIII .n4g

tn whole blood transfusfuny, Some preliwinary work had al.cady been done .1

the Edinburgh sl Sovih East ug&tland 55“

b, Transsissiwn of ¢ y(bW(iﬁlOVirus (Cm.} by blene teansfusions

g oullingd the problems and rivk, nssunisted with the transmission - { CMY
by whole blood transfusions., [Two papers hud been circulat.d vo members of whe WP:
the first escribed the pruceedings of 4 meeting held #t Osford to discuss this *
problem in 1977, (PTH 40/3), ond the Suqond, summarisad the present posities,

{PTH 80/ &),

The risk of iranembselon by transfusion «f CHV occurred with transfusions :f.
frush blood, platelets or lewcocytes. With whule blood the visk depended -.n
é ‘the presonce ui viabie [eucveylis s and probably existes up
Y .

te 10 days aiter the sdunotion/with blond

Problams «vuld avisc in v

in 247270 porients) with no CHV anctibody before tronsfusion. The
risk of trunsmissibns vf the infection to the infant’s mother if )
susceptible .to inflection, and there wag » small risk of rexulcan nitsl
infection {f the alothar again become progmant.

(b)

(¢) "Open heal surpesv,  An Lofeatious mononucleosis-like flloess im\susceptible

patlents a7y
imfection

(d) Use
in chiiurkn with acute lymphocytic leutsemia.
' 1

(e} Trnus/ 2o earlyv pregnancy

sufd that {t wes debataly vansfusion Centre should
supply CMV-froe blood, but more followwup studiss should be undertaken.

Y. Any other business
o .

Thoere was nune,

5. Date of ncxt meellng -

Toe be arraugedf

PRSE0002983_0004



