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HOC METING ON NON-A NON-B HEPATITIS 

until are most grateful toy agreein

ct to be held on Monday, I ebruar 1979+ 2. 

this address. 

attend a -meeting on the.aba+r
p.m. in the Council Roots at 

The Chief Scientist of artment of Health & Social has informedthe

Council: that this su. cot. is being given high priority 
by. the Deprtmeo4 Some. 

batches of a commer Lai product containing Factor IX 
have been fou d to. transmit 

this form of hepati is to chimpanzees, and as a result the- product has. not been 

given a licenc_. T is is causing considerable anxiety 
from the pol.nt of view o 1rs. 

the treatment of pa ients. Also Laboratory staff generally are be to,eaquire ' 

about Laboratory fety, and trials of blood prod is are becoming difficulk ta; tagg-

because of ca rn over hepatitis • transmission. There aice two - aspects onV irh, the

Department s es a need for further work: ~+* 
r.  r•. 

1). Research -w ich will identify/characterise the agent 
carrying non-A B%,

hepatitis; 
• 

•'
.

+ 4 msir z is-•- 
2') Studi Lea ng to the development of a test fof the ar anism. ori r „vim r> 8 

  xK >:~.£ r

marker. `- ► fi r= <~ 
pe r -

the, co ' es of 'The Lancet' of 4 March 1978 (pages 459-466) and ZF. 

(pages 853- 56) appear relevant articles and f the Nares Fx 

Institute o •.Allergy and Infectious Diseases at Bethesda, 
Marylaa s wr3.ttentaS &

follows in re o the two specific queries mentioned above l y ~ '`~ 

I
1.) The non-A,,noa-B, gent has not yet been purified from the 

live af infente r= 

individuals or aaiina s, or from the stool. Most recently it has b.en.regorte4.:V 

the agent has. been t nsmitted to chimpanzees.. There is a r re o tha 

the non-A non-B agent has been visualized by electron: mi roscopy' in the'lVvtez a ~ 
iinf ected chimpanzees. , ever, needs further docu entatfon;z ::Z, 

chimpanzee is a; clumsy experimen al anim , is will -p ovsde new: opp° 

for characterization- of the agent. As ith al th pati,tis viruses non Aq yot E 
$ .. . =may -,x Yi 

has y•et to be cultivated-. ~rra • 

2) Your second question concerns antigenic markers and, diagnostic &: tesxs~.. Ttse

are not yet available,, because: of the negative results • listed .ict• th ..pats IraPh. above 

The mee ting on: 12 February will consider the whole question.c > n "ffi luepr~tf txs 

and any advice or further action by the Council will. depend' UP Q>s~ s o tcom~ff the 
a v 

coming meeting... • 

With renewed thanks_ for agreeing to attend. 
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