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Tu E ' KAR"AS AIDS CElL ITST K:IT' (Fuji Chemical Lndustt ies I.td) ,. 

This kit was evaluated on 3, 4 June, 1J16 usimj a wiel of 98 sera 

(defied in a previous ruv-Jrt). 

The results of the evaluator can be briefly sum narised as follows:-

1) The thirty normal blood donors' sera gave negative results. 

2) One of the twenty potentially false positive sera qave an equivocal 

result (repeats also equivocal); the remainder were Hecht ive. 

3) Uri, of the fifteen weakly anti HIV positive sera was negative on tip 

initial 
test run (repeat was positive); the roanainder were positive 

4) All strongly anti HIV positive sera were clearly r sitive. 

5) The series of dilutions showed that this test was able to detect 

antibodies in 1:200 and 1:4U0 dilutions of one anti HIV positive 

serum, but did not give good positive signals for dilutions of two 

other positive sera. 

The results suggest that very low levels of HIV l antibody are not 

dote:Led by this test. The sensitivity of this test is similar to that of 

Cryanon and superior to that of the Dipstick and Olympus testti. 

The Karpas text is rapid and straightforward, aiid the only e:]uiprnent 

needed for it is a domestic refrigerator and a bench microscope. 

in the evaluator's hands the test was specific (ore false positive 

result only) and, apart from tests on high dilution of positive sera, fairly 

sensitive one false negative). However, when another worker read the 
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slides he gave seven false positive results and two false negative ones, 

ugge! t ing that in the h&- d , of a less experienced reader of cell-based 

tests t ►e assay would be less specific. 

in the instructions for the test (pink version) for the test the 

description of the washing procedure was louse. The test might possibly 

perform better if several washes rater than a single waash were used. 

A separate 'confirmatory' test is avail rble which is based on slides 

to which uninfected as well as infected cells arse fixed. These slides would 

be needed to investigate positive reactions, math true positives and those 

due either to non specific effects or to reader error. An inexperienced 

worker would oLten need to use Obese slides, it is, perhaps, incorrect to 

refer to this as a 'cor.firmatcry test' -• this is an epithet usually applied 

to an assay with a different methodology used to investigate positive 

findings in a screening test. Any positive reactions 'confirmed' by the 

Karpas test ought if possible be tested by a different method before a 

positive report is given. 

Finally, the instructions suggest that sl?ecirnens containing anti I3IV 2 

nay react in this assay; however slides to which HIV 2 infected cells have 

L en fixed would obviously to preterable and might he made available. 

Dr. Gary (~ayl ss 

Dr. Philip Mortimer 

6th June, 1907 

copy to Mr. Wickland (WHD, Geneva) 

Dr. Karpas (C:anthridge) 
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