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INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY 

FIRST WRITTEN STATEMENT OF MICHAEL ROSE 

Section 1. Introduction 

1. My name is Michael Rose. My date of birth is GRo-C 1957 and my address is 

known to the Inquiry. 

Section 2. How Infected 

2. In early spring 1982, when I was 25 years old, I broke my right hip after a fall 

while visiting my parents. I was taken to Royal United Hospital in Bath, and had 

an operation to repair my hip which included inserting a pin and prosthesis into 

it. 

3. About a year later, I went back to St Martin's Hospital to have the pin and 

prosthesis removed. I believe something went wrong during this surgery, as I 

remember waking up in a great deal of pain with a 9-inch open wound, and 

seeing that I was losing a lot of blood. At that point I believe I was given a blood 

transfusion to help me recover, although I do not have documentation of this. 
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read a Guardian article about the Infected Blood Inquiry that I realised I was 

likely infected by the transfusion I received. 

12. I was not given any information about the risks of infecting other people. 

Section 3. Other Infections 

13. I was infected with HIV only. 

Section 4. Consent 

14. I did not consent to receive a transfusion, although I did sign a waiver before 

having the operation which may have contained something about this. 

15. The main impact that my HIV diagnosis had on my mental health was the anxiety 

I had whilst waiting for the test result. Once I found out my results, I was in shock 

and did not know what to think. It was devastating. I am very thankful for the 

friend of mine who helped me get the help I needed after I was diagnosed. I am 

also thankful to my husband, who I have been in relationship with since 1985 

and who helped me cope with my HIV diagnosis and treatments over the years. 

16. After speaking to someone at the AIDS Healthcare Foundation, I looked up 

specialists in the phone book and phoned the nearest doctor I could find. I then 

went to see him and he put me on a drug to treat my pneumonia. 

17. Shortly after starting on this drug I developed shingles, which I had for about 2 

to 3 months before the pain started to subside. For the first few weeks of having 

shingles I couldn't do anything. I had to constantly try to make sure there was 

nothing touching my skin. I'm a keyboard player and a lot of my work is teaching 

students piano, but I was not able to travel around and teach during this time. I 
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the best available at the time. 

take them because managing my HIV was more important than any side effects 

I had. 

Springs. There was lots of support available and I did not feel judged as a result 

of having HIV. 
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24. 1 do not think that there were any treatments that were not made available to 

me. 
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to get by in my later life. I am 65 and my husband is 77, so it is important to me 

to be able to save money to live by as we get older, but I have been unable to 

save as much as necessary because of my high healthcare costs. As I pointed 

out earlier, most of these concerns have been allayed. 
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28. I have not had any difficulties in obtaining treatment. 

29. I was not offered any counselling at the time of my HIV diagnosis. Some years 

later, shortly after my mother died, I did see a psychiatrist and we discussed 

some of these issues. 

Section 7. Financial Assistance 

30. I have not received any financial assistance in relation to my infection with HIV. 

However my drugs are now covered by a federal programme. 

Section 8. Other Issues 

31. I hope that the Inquiry is able to achieve some accountability for what happened 

and some recognition that something went wrong. 

Stater pnt of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this written statement are true. 

GRO-C 
Signed 

Dated .........15 June 2021 .....,:.,;.. ; 
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