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INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY 

WRITTEN STATEMENT OF GRAHAM BEE 

I provide this statement in response to a request under Rule 9 of the Inquiry 

Rules 2006 dated 5 November 2021. 

I, Graham Bee, will say as follows: - 

Section 1. Introduction 

1. My name is Graham Bee. My date of birth is GRO-c 1954 and my 

address is known to the Inquiry. I have two children and live in a small 

town in County Durham. I keep active and I enjoy cycling and on 

average, I cycle about 15km a day. 

2. I have worked in all sorts of jobs over the years. When I first left school, 

I worked as a bricklayer because my father was a bricklayer. Shortly 

after my accident, I worked in a bakery and then later opened up my 

own bakery, and also a DVD store. I then worked as a delivery driver 

for Iceland. Most recently, I have been driving mini buses until 

retirement after the Covid-19 pandemic began in 2020. I am nearly 

sixty-eight years old but I was not ready to retire. It was the biggest 

decision I had made in a long time but I am happy with it. 
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of the femur, a fractured skull, broken ribs, and I lost the lower part of 

my left leg, below the knee. 

10. My injuries required multiple operations, and I remained in the hospital 

for nine months. The doctors put rods in my right leg, which I still have 

to date. The doctors told me that my femoral artery had been severed, 

and if I had not been a fit young guy, I might have lost my life. 

11.I lost a lot of blood because of the femoral artery, and I required a 

blood transfusion, although I do not know at which point, I had the 

transfusions. I had at least half a dozen surgeries, so it could have 

been at any point during these procedures. I have never requested my 

medical records, and so I'm unsure of the precise details. 

12. I suffered from various complications resulting from the accident, which 

went on for about two years. I had to have skin grafts and a re-

amputation because my leg was not healing, so I went back into the 

hospital about six months after being first discharged. 

13. My condition had been life-threatening, so I had not been in any state 

to think about the blood I was being given. 

14. After I came out of the hospital, my wife and I moved houses, and 

moved on with my life. I could no longer work in construction due to the 

loss of my leg, so I decided to work in a bakery which later turned into 

me owning my own bakery. 

15. Several years after my accident, I became a regular blood donor. I was 

grateful to the blood donors who had donated blood that had helped 

save my life, so I wanted to pay it forward. I believe that I had received 

about twenty pints of blood, so my aim was to match that, if not give 

more. 

16. 1 used to go to the same donation centre all the time, but about ten 

years after my accident and hospital stay, when I was about forty years 
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23. Still, I don't feel like I was fully informed about HCV at the time of my 

diagnosis. 

24. During this period, I had begun to experience symptoms of HCV. I felt 

tired, but I initially put that down to my work and my leg disability. I had 

to also keep attending my local limb centre because I was having 

problems with my legs. The limb centre told me that I had half the 

strength of someone without my leg disability whilst walking one-

hundred yards. I even asked Dr Bald whether the HCV was causing my 

fatigue. 

25. When I was about forty-two, I had a liver biopsy which was done 

overnight. A large needle was injected through the ribs with no 

anaesthetic, then I had to lie still for six to eight hours. It was a painful 

procedure, but they said the liver would repair itself within those hours. 

26. The purpose of the biopsy was to check how far the HCV had 

progressed, and I was informed that the results of the biopsy confirmed 

that it was an acute infection. 

27. I have never received medical treatment abroad and I have no tattoos. 

I have never used intravenous drugs or lived the kind of lifestyle that 

could have put me at risk of contracting HCV. 

28. I think that when I was first diagnosed, knowledge about HCV and the 

treatment was still in its infancy. I don't think they knew what they were 

doing and learnt about it through trial and error. 

29. They told me that I could die of cirrhosis or liver cancer, but they could 

not tell me anything more. It was basically like handing me a death 

sentence. It affects you mentally even though you do not realise that it 

does. 

Section 3. Other Infections 
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30. I do not believe that I have received any infection other than HCV as a 

result of being given infected blood. 

Section 4. Consent 

31. I was not in a position to sign any consent forms, even if they had 

been offered to me when I required the blood transfusion. I was in 

agony, a bone that had ripped through muscle was sticking out of my 

leg, and I could have died of shock if I had not been given painkillers. 

32. 1 was a part of several HCV drug trials, and I believe they treated us 

like guinea pigs because they did not even know what they were 

putting in our bodies. 

ection S. Impact 

33. My ex-wife and I had got divorced, but the specialists at the Freeman 

Hospital told me to inform her of my HCV diagnosis so that she could 

get tested. I had to make sure that my son from my first marriage got 

tested for HCV. He was living in Australia at the time, but I still had to 

let him know. It was such a horrible experience. 

34. I had a new partner, and we had a child, so they also had to get tested. 

This was a very worrying time and I was so relieved when all of their 

tests came back negative. 

35.I was concerned about my HCV diagnosis because of the information 

from the doctors that I could die prematurely, if the illness was not 

cured. I told the doctors that I was open to any treatment if it would 

cure the HCV, and thus began a nightmare of various drug trials. 
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36. I believe that I was part of at least six drug trials. I cannot remember 

the name of some of the medications, but they made me feel even 

worse. I was tired, nauseous and feeling generally unwell. Each trial 

lasted about a year, and I had to go to the hospital every few weeks 

whilst I was taking the medication to see if it was working. If the tests 

came back that I was still HCV positive, then they would withdraw the 

medication and I would have to start a new medication again. 

37. I had six liver biopsies during this period, all of which were very long 

and painful procedures. 

38. After a while, I was offered the Interferon and Ribavirin combination 

treatment. During this treatment, I experienced the worst side effects I 

have ever had, but it was the medication that finally worked. 

39. I developed skin conditions, feeling ill, suicidal thoughts, mood swings 

and brain fog. I am generally a positive person, but my outlook became 

very dark during that period. When I was working, I was shattered all 

the time and could not concentrate on anything. 

40. As I mentioned above, the side effects of Interferon and Ribavirin 

treatment were shocking. It was horrible having to inject myself daily. 

Initially, it was a big needle in a little bottle before they upgraded to 

those things that look like an EpiPens. Some days it hurt like hell 

injecting myself, and I think it impacted me psychologically as I began 

to dread having to inject myself. 

41. I could not hold down a full-time job during the treatments (which 

impacted my finances), and my relationship fell apart. I was essentially 

going through the treatment alone. It was a bad time for me physically, 

mentally and financially. 

42. I managed to go part-time as a delivery driver for Iceland but was 

shattered. I had to travel to Newcastle every week for check-ups and I 
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I was travelling there weekly. 

administer the tablets and fill out our expense sheets to cover the cost 

of fuel. 

• -• - • .
l

. , • 
- 

• - . -. . - , • . ., 

me. 

independent. Now, my mum is ninety-four years old and still very 

independent. 
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47. Two weeks into the trial of Interferon and Ribavirin treatment, I had to 

travel abroad, and so I took my medication with me. When I came back 

from my trip, I had developed blisters all over my legs and arms. 

48. I had just started the trial, so I did not know much about the 

medication. I believe that the sun may have interacted with the 

Ribavirin tablets, and I developed a sensitivity to it. They never told me 

that this was a possibility or that it was what happened to me. I just 

came to the conclusion myself. They only said that my blood pressure 

was high. 

49. My dad sadly passed away shortly after I came back from that trip 

which was devastating. 

50.After the course of treatment, about seven years ago, Professor 

Basindine at the Freeman Hospital in Newcastle informed me that 

was clear of HCV. There has been no follow up since then. Although, it 

still lives in the back of my mind that I could die. HCV is a silent killer 

because there is no pain, and I would not have found out if I had not 

been informed. 

51.I initially had an ultrasound when I was cleared of HCV, which was 

much better than the painful liver biopsies that I previously had to 

endure. 

52. I had remarried the mother of my child, but we ended up splitting up. I 

cannot say if it was the pressure from the mood-swings that I suffered 

from during the treatment, along with the other side effects. I was very 

ill while on HCV medication. 

53. My son is thirty years old now and works as a police officer in Stockton. 

His mother moved to Stafford after we split up, 173 miles away from 

Hartlepool. I drove down every few weeks to see him despite my 
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no longer earning a lot of money. Also, it was horrible to go home to my 

wife and inform her that I now have to wear a condom. It puts a strain 

on the relationship. 

60. When I began the Interferon and Ribavirin treatment, they advised me 

that it was a really harsh drug, worse than what people undergo with 

chemotherapy. When I was on it, I thought to myself, is it worth putting 

yourself through this? 

61. I used to inform dentists and other medical professionals that I was 

HCV positive. The dentist used to make me wait until the end of the 

day and I was seen last. I felt like a bit of a leper. It was as though I 

was walking in with something smelly on my shoe. 

62. Even the man I used to see at the limb centre (which I attended for my 

leg amputation) would wear a face mask during his appointments with 

me. Before the current global pandemic, I had only seen people wear 

face masks abroad due to air pollution. Even after being cleared of 

HCV, he still treated me like that. 

63. I was on a fantastic wage when I worked on construction sites. As a 

refractory bricklayer, I was paid £250 a week back then when miners 

were receiving £45 a week. We also used to be paid bonuses based on 

how much brick we laid. After my accident, companies would not insure 

me because of my leg, so I could no longer do that job. 

64.I successfully sued for the motorbike accident, where a joy-rider 

crashed into me. I was a member of the Transport and General Union, 

so they sued the driver. There was no health and safety back then, so 

Unions were necessary to look after you. Nowadays, most of these 

construction companies cannot get away with the practices they used 

to do back then. 
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years ago. The Inquiry Investigator has advised me to get in touch with 

my GP to discuss this. 

71. Now that I am cured but still not sure if everything is alright, I am still 

looking for that peace of mind. They tell you that you will always have 

the virus but not the infection, which means I still cannot give blood. 

72. I recently went for a check-up for my blood pressure medication, 

Statin, and I spoke to the doctor about my concerns about whether I 

still had HCV. She dismissed it and said that she is not a specialist. 

73. I am not the kind of person who complains a lot or goes to the doctors 

whenever I have a minor complaint because I believe that there are 

others more in need than I am. 

F—!ct nn 6. Tr „ n t(' r' /Suppor 

74. I think I was offered counselling services at one point, but I did not 

take it up. I cannot remember if I spoke to anyone in detail about 

counselling or psychological services at the time of my diagnosis or 

immediately afterwards. 

Section 7. Financial Assistance 

75. I found out about the Skipton Fund from one of the nurses at the 

Freeman Hospital in Newcastle. 

76. Initially, I did not get much support from the Fund. It seemed to be 

means-tested, and they made me feel like I was begging. 

77. I received the stage one payment of £20,000 a few years ago, and in 

August 2021, I received a top-up of £30,000, which I know was paid to 

keep in line with what people in Scotland received. The money 
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84. I think the government realises that someone is at fault. They made a 

mistake for many years, costing people their lives. They must have 

been aware of the risks of pooling blood and not screening these. 

85. 1 cannot get my head around the fact that blood and blood products 

pooled from thousands of people's donated blood was not tested when 

they knew that one single infected blood could contaminate an entire 

pool. 

86. I understand that the U.K was not self-sufficient at the time, but they 

could have used blood donated by people from this country for my 

blood transfusion. At least doctors would know where it came from in 

that case. I understand blood products required vast amounts of blood, 

so this advice may not have worked for those. 

87. I watched the interview of Kenneth Clark, and I thought his attitude 

was disgusting. It seemed clear that he was trying to pass the buck and 

was skirting the issue by avoiding answering questions directly. 

88. The worst part about it was when they realised that there was a 

problem, but they carried on giving people contaminated blood. I know 

they say what the alternative was, but when you receive blood during 

surgery, your first instinct would not be to consider whether it might be 

contaminated. You assume that the medical professionals and health 

authorities would have tested the blood and deemed it safe. You do not 

think it will be filled with rubbish because you trust the medical 

professionals. You consent because you believe it will be good for you 

rather than lead to all these problems further down the line. 

Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 
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Signed 
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