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Dear Mr Ronan
Patricla RONAN D.0.B. |GRO-C 949
i_______GRO-C T Hospltal No. 00014195
[ "GRO-CMaiichisster,. GRO-C | NHS No. 452 884 7086

{ have Just recelved back the final result of Mrs Ronan's post-mortem exarination which was sent to
me by Professor Will In Edinburgh,

The results of the post-morter confirm without doubt that Mrs Ronan was suffering from the condition
knawn as Sporadic Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease. This conflrms the diagnosis which was previously

suspsected.

Sporadic Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease is a rare bul exiremely devastating neurological condition which
affects around 1-per-million of the population. We do not really know why this conditions starts, and {t
is belleved to be due to some kind of “random mutation” which seems to be a matter of extremely bad

juck,

As you know, In Mrs Ronan's case there was the additional complication of her having had mulliple
hiood and blood factor transfuslons over many years. For this reason, the Pathologists doing the
post-mortem examination examined other tissues as well as the brain, The reason for ihis would be if
they did find evidence of CJD protein in regions of the body outside the brain, it could have lad to
susplclon that Mrs Ronan could have contracted the disease through blood products.

I am pleased to say that they found absolutely no avidence whatsoever of any CJD protein oulslde
tha brain.

This makes it by far most likely that Mrs Ronan was just exiremely uniucky in deveioping CJB and
that this had nothing to do with blood transfusions in the past.

| appreciate very much that this Is a really difficult situation to deal with and it is distressing to have o
walt so long for the final definite result. 1 am afrald there Is really no way round this as the

Pathologists doing the post-mortem examination have to follow a very strict protocol and it lypleally,
therefore, lakes several months to get a final result,
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