
I provide this statement in response to a request under Rule 9 of the Inquiry Rules 

2006 dated 15th May 2020. 
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5. I was diagnosed with hepatitis C in 2003, 1 cannot recall the exact date. Just 

before my diagnosis I had been for a regular blood test at my GP based at 

Govan Health Centre. Dr Masterson, my GP, asked me to come in because 

something had been found in my blood work. When I went in to the surgery 

for my appointment, she told me that I had hepatitis C. Dr Masterson also 

asked my wife to come in for testing immediately and luckily that test came 

back negative. 

6. I cannot really remember if any information about the infection was given to 

me at that appointment. All I remember, was that I was referred on to the 

Southern General to discuss treatment. 

7. As I can't recall if any information was given to me about the infection, I cannot 

comment on if the information was sufficient to understand or manage it. 
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10. 1 cannot remember if I was given any information about cross infection at that 

must have said something to me about cross infection, but I cannot say what. 
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12. 1 could not say for sure whether I was ever treated or tested without my 

13. 1 do not believe I have ever been treated or tested without being given full 

1L ~Il1 t 1r 1- 1--1 - _ -1 •' - I• 

II I1!IL! 

15. With my infection, I took the stance that I had it and I just had to deal with it, 
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didn't have it all at times, the infection didn't have any noticeable effect on me 

really. 
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17. 1 have not developed any further medical complications or conditions because 

of the infection. 
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19. My second treatment was another twelve months of Interferon and Ribavirin 

after I was able to have a few months break after the first treatment. I could 

not say exactly when I began my second treatment. I also received this 

through the Southern General. I had to stop this treatment and it was not 

successful. I had a heart attack during my second treatment and I believe that 

was because this treatment was interfering with the heart medication I was 

taking at the time. It was my decision to stop the treatment. . 

20. The third treatment was a three month course of Harvoni from the Southern 

General again and this was successful. I was tested after the three month 

course and was told I had cleared the virus. I cannot remember when I started 

this treatment but I now have been clear of the virus for about five or six years 

so I would have undergone it around 2014 or 2015. 
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were saying I wasn't ill enough to have the new treatment. I know that there 

were people who had contracted hepatitis C through their own lifestyle choices 

that were receiving this treatment before me. I had contracted the infection 

through no fault of my own but I wasn't allowed to have it. I thought that was 

disgraceful. I was told that I would have to wait until the treatment was made 

available to people with genotype three. I would ask about receiving the 

treatment every time I had an appointment, but I think I had to wait for around 

two years before I was given access to it. 

mentally. I didn't really let the infection bother me. I didn't see the point in 

letting myself get down or depressed during the treatments, I just had to keep 

going. 

24. My infected status has not had any impact on my treatment for anything else, 

25. I think my wife was more upset about my infection than I was, I know she 

with it though, it took a wee while but they were all fine in the end. 

No
GRO-C 

the stress of having the infection and it has affected our relationship 

significantly over the years. 
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28. My family has never has never suffered from any of the stigma associated with 

this hepatitis C diagnosis. My infection wasn't something we ever talked about 

with anyone and it wasn't a point of shame for us either. 

29. The infection did not have any effect on my professional life and neither did 

the treatments. I was able to continue working through both. 

Section 6. Treatment. Care and Support 

30. The only obstacle I have experienced, was when the NHS decided Harvoni 

would not be given to people with genotype three hepatitis C, like myself. It 

felt like they were picking and choosing who was going to get help and that 

wasn't right. People who have been infected via transfusion or by receiving 

blood products should be given any kind of treatment first, because our 

infections were not our fault. 

31. I can't really remember if counselling or psychological support has ever been 

made available to me, but I would probably have said no if it was ever offered 

to me. It is not the sort of thing I would have wanted. 

Section 7. Financial Assistance 

32. I received £20,000 from the Skipton Fund in 2004. It was my GP that told me 

about the Fund, I think that would have been at the end of 2003 he told me 

about it. I phoned the Skipton Fund and they sent out the applications forms 

to me. There was a part for me to fill out and a part for my doctor, Dr Campbell 

at the Southern General to fill out. The issue I had with my application came 

from the section that Dr Campbell had to fill out. He filled out his section of my 

application and I sent that off to the Skipton Fund, my application was rejected 

however and they said I would not be entitled to anything. This was because 

Dr Campbell had said in his section that I had not been infected with infected 

blood. I didn't really know what to do after that but sometime after this, maybe 

a few weeks later, I was having a routine appointment with my locum GP, I 

cannot remember his name. I explained what had happened with Dr Campbell 
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34. The one thing that still bothers me is that the blood test I had that discovered 

the infection, was taken by chance. If I had not gone for that blood test that 

day, I still might not have known that I had the infection. I have no idea whether 

anyone would have ever got in touch with me about the infection if I hadn't 

had that blood test. I had the infection for fifteen years before anyone found it, 

I can't understand why it took that long. 
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Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

Signed 
G RO-C 

Peter kaddie (Jul 27, 2020 16,03 GMT -1) 

Dated Jul 27, 2020 
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