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INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY

FIRST WRITTEN STATEMENT OF KATIE SCOTT

Section 1: Introduction

I, Katie Scott of; GRO-C ‘will say as follows:

1. 1 am the eldest child of the late Ronald Scott who was born on thei GRO-C |

2. My dad had severe Haemophilia A GRO-C

3. It would appear that he developed Hepatitis C after becoming jaundiced in
1977 and then infected with HIV infection whilst receiving Factor VI

concentrate replacement therapy from St. Thomas’s Hospital in 1983.

4. lwas bornin 1974 and | have 2 brothers, Dougal and Nicol. | was 19 years old
when my father died as a consequence of receiving contaminated blood

products. My brothers were aged 12 and 17.

Section 2: How Affected
5. My father was home schooled until the age of 13 due to his severe
haemophilia. His elder brother died in childhood. He went on to study Maths at

University. He always spoke about what an amazing life he had, never

complained about the pain or challenges he suffered. He remained extremely
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close to his parents throughout h:s hfe and was survived by h:s Father. His

~ mother d:ed two years before he dud He attributed his happy hfe to my Mumk -
“and having : chtldren wh;ch he had never anttc;pated bemg a feature of his life

- \when he was ynunger

. 1 would desce;be my childhood as being normal and the same applies to the
: penod dunng whsoh i attended secondary schoo! My father was a Governor at

- my school and he was an active member ofthe; 9_39__(__: _________ He had a passion |

for educatton musuc and poht:cs and l can rﬂmember when | was %6 years old
how happy he was when Nelson Mandeia was released. : ‘

' In terms ofmy father’s ‘he‘a‘lth“ 1 didn't think\ ihe"r‘e was ahy imminent danger to
him when | was a thld and | was not aware of his mfectmns for many years g
He shared this news onty when he felt he his death was nmmment He |
exp!amed he had wanted to spare his Mum (my patemal grandmother) any |
imore pam (the ioss Of thexr ﬁrst son was never rea!!y recavered from) ‘

8. ! can recall that my father had a very swol!en knee and as a chnid I knew I

- could not sit on it. He cou!dn’t lift us up. He walked with a hmp and a watkmg e

stzck 1 remember strangers askmg many questions abaut my father's leg but
o me, his leg was normai his mabzhty was compietely normaf and didn’t really

e ‘occ;ur to me until | was in my ear%y teens. My father did icse a lot of welght at

one pomt when | was abcut 15/16 and began to look aid and fraii quite quickly.

- j‘On a hol zday he was wolenﬂy sick One day, and en another had a sexzure

kwhﬁst we wer& ona day bc}at tnp He grabbed ho!d Of me for the duratson of

e tha ﬁt Th«s was a tamfymg and vaty pubitc avent

9. ‘From a very young age l recaii seemg hem gettmg m;ections in the back of h:s; ‘

- ‘hand I also remember regulariy seemg synnges and butterfly needtes in my‘

~ home. The mxxmg of dned Faator Vil and water was a !engthy process and all
~ had to be transported in a ptcmc bczx when we went on hoizday Custems* :

‘ sometames questaened the possesston of needles His {egs were very pamfu!

: and he was ctaady zn a lot of pam a fnt of the ttme That sazd he never
= comptamed or compfomlsed his ambman fcr what w& did as a famz y: travel
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| “‘tnps to the cmema theatre opera ballet He never a!lowed excuses ta be
made Educatnon was everythmg He knew his educatlon had enab ed ham to
: lead a fuffilling life. He never took time off wcvrk and therefare my attendance
‘ at schoot was 100% over 5 years bar one mommg fora funeral

- 10. At the age of 12,1 recall that my father was bemg taken care of by a barrier
ae nurse and then remember from that pomt that his toothbrush and towel were ‘
ways kept separate fmm the rest of ’the famﬂy | can aiso recall a legion being
: i remcved from his tongue on another occaslon from whtch he never hea!ed ‘

o 1.1 have a very vwad memory ofa boat t!“ip whrch my famtiy went on as part of a
zholtday in 1992. i remember whtist on the baat my father had sema kmd of fit -
and he 1ust grabbed my arm. It was frightenmg as i theught that he was gmng .
to d;e Then he was suddeniy ﬁne ‘we went sw:mmmg and then had lunch so
we could make the mcsst of the famﬂy hohday did find this mcadent to be very ‘
= strange at the ttme Wben we retumed a scan was performed and the fi ndmgs
o ;mdlcated that he had some severe changes ta his bram ‘ |

12 My father always speke about hiS own cht!dhaod very pos:twety He used to o
sw;m a lot and always encauraged us i:o make the most of our potential. He
‘was a!ways very suppmtwe throughout my life and encouraged me to go to

: umvers:ty Whan my fathefs own mcther dted in 1991 th:s affected htm qwte‘ ‘

T ;badly ‘ - -

13 When was aged 13,1 nﬂtzced a number of frequent topscs that appeared in

tha news such afs HIV i aaked my mum questzons about this and t also asked =
har whether my father was okay My mother mamtamed that he was f' ine. At
th:s poxnt I was nut aware that my father was mfected -

14 When i aventuaﬁy faund Qut the truth a ﬂumbef af years iater i fé!t that ndt
S bemg to d the truth smner caused a lot of damage | became bitter and angry
towards my mother for fymg and shuttmg us out. ! now understand that my -
| mother was oniy trymg to protect me and my brothers but ! w;sh she had told
: me the tfuth smner as I would have been tess mocdy and sarcasttc and more
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 gracious towards them. | reflect on those decisions differently. As a parent of
a3 child alder thén 1 wag when my dad died, i can understand the deszre to
: protect normal:ty I also have a much beﬁer understandmg of the stigma that -
: would have affected my dad, Mum my brothers and I, had peaple at school, |
~ work etc found out his status However the ‘lie’ was scmethmg that rmpacted =
upon my. reiattonship wzth my Mum especxany in the years immediateiy aﬁer‘
my Dad’s death It has been nearly three decades so | can now understand his
: ‘desxre to protect hts parents wife and children, hts employment the 1980s
- Wwere not a tolerant or kind decade | still wish | cautd have knawn how little |
tsme we had together so that I could have made the most of it.

wa1hyl shared an mterested m paht:cs wrth my father and wou[d go canvassmg with :
~ him. | !oﬂked up to my father and wa& arge%y mﬂuencad by hlm at the t:me L
 reall y miss the mtefactmn I had wﬂ:h h;m and the po!stacaf engagemem | atso i
: fee! the loss of mtettectual conversatmns With my father which had set me up :
 for my A~Levels : ‘

16 Prewous!y, my father had heiped me w&th maths as he was very good at th:s
; subject but as statlstms at umverstty became more diffi cult, he could no longer
ip me with them Thm was the begsnnmg ofa rapzd detenoratmn thereaﬁer
that we wstnessad on a daziy basss December 1996

‘ : 17 i did very well in my A~Levets and on the !ast cfay of exams, l can recaﬂ bemg ;
k o very happy and had planned to go to the pub that day to celebrate. | went
‘ home, excxted but was told that my parents were at the hospital (St Thomas) s
1 went stra;ght to the Haemophﬂza aentre and | can recail that both of my
o fparents iooked devastated There were loads of dactars amund and l hearda
: :: story that thare had been a road traffic acc:dent 8 | ‘

i 18 Then the truth was revealed my father spoke i:o me alone (bemg the e!dest
- chil d) and 1 can remember clear!y that my father started to ory. ﬂ was at this
s ‘pomt that my father t@!d me that he was H%V posmve | was so shocked and |
cross and | remember arymg uncontroﬂab y w&th my head 0n hls chest l asked

; h:m how kmg he had kmwn thts far and he tc!d me 10 years ‘
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- 19 I can aniy recall my father crymg 3 tsmes ever in my hfe The other two: trappmg :

20 My father then told me whach Of my frtends he dzd not want me to tell because |

‘ ‘story ine, campa:gns andin the news and it felt surrea! that this was happening |

21

‘he fett they would be unkind and couldn’t be trusted nct to share the mformatson

“more w;deiy i had seen the same story!me about HIV on the EastEnders ‘

= to me and our famn!y Th:s shows the | evet of st:gma and the tmpoﬁanse of L

secrecy at the tsme even at ones most vuinerab!e mcment

A was aged 18 at the ttme and my fnend had mst her mum to cancer a few \
years earixer and was awafe of the pain. of regret 1 dfdn’t want to have any : ;
regrets and E wanted to spend as much time as pcsszbie wuth my father and to -

- have meanmgful cenversatxons wcth hzm that wc)u{d !ast w:th me. | was

; determmed to be there for hxm as much as i coutd :

: 22 My father was glad that he had ﬁnatly ta!d me about hes mness and that he

drdn’t have to hxde takmg ms med:catxon anymare

= safe for him to dnm and so l w&u!c! take htm anywhefe he needed to go ‘

‘ 24. He was a very ;pmud‘man and‘keﬁjsed {c} ge}: a disabted badge. o

: 25. Our !ast meal mzt as a famxly was on my father s 50" blrthday it was the iastf
time he went out My twa s;bimga and 1 wanted m get him somethmg spec:al :

‘ and smce b@ ioved hstenmg to music we got htm a dewce (€D Walkman)

= whtch he con?d listen to music Dn wh:c:h he iaved He died 10 days later. The
- detenorahon fmm A;ugust to December 1996 was phystcal and rapid. Over that -

: iChnstmas hxs confusmn was ewdent dec&ded to drop out of umverssty and
}5‘remam at hame m he%p my Mum k}t)k after hzm and spend as much tnme as o

S passm

23, He was iater d;agnomd w&th Toxaplasmasxs and therefore ;t was no lcnger o
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26 Eurovision and e!ec‘uon nights bring back memones as we used to watch these ‘
together It was the poktzcal canng, not the music that was the pull for

Eumv;s;on

27. He died at home oni éﬁa"c 1993 10 days after his 50“‘ btrthday The |

p matava nurse Kate who sat with me all night as I sai: thh him was bn!hant ‘

and made an unbaarable mght pess;ble
‘Section 3: Other mfectiohs o
~ 28NA

~ Section 4: Consent

: 29 I know that there were ;ssues surroundmg cansent re atmg to the transmtssxon :

and nsks assamated wzﬂn Factor vm treatment My mother says she was not
gwen much &xpianaﬂen or any mformatton \ :

 Section 5: iﬁipact :

30 My father died when ! was 19 years uld I was Leﬁ: traumatlzed by seemg him
die and even today, his death was hcrrtﬁc and nothmg like what they show on
the TV. The mght he dsed there was a nurse thh ham Up until that pomt my

Mum had cared for hxm

31 t can remember that my uncie came c;ver to see him wath hls wnfe who would
= not touch him due to the HIV.

N 32 I remember s%ttmg wvth the nurse and my mum had taken a sleepmg pﬂl When oy
£ knew some‘thmg was gomg wrong, | ;mmedxatety woke up my mum Isawmy ‘
1 father drown in hIS own phlegm green hquzd came out of h:s mouth Wh!Ch was

- ~h0mf‘ c to wztness Hts hands and his face went btue and a strange smeﬂ ﬂlled
: the room. ‘ S &
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dag that !asted days after he dted

: : 34 On the day of hts funeral the crematonum was packed wcth people who came
to pay\thetr regpects 1 can rec:ail my grandad t;rymg in the car ieavmg the
. k~crematorium. o

‘35 My father's Death Cert;ﬁoate noted Bronchopneumoma Dementxa Acqulredi
immune E}ef caency Syndmme Haemophma ‘

- 36. To this day, every el eeciﬁcin mgs‘ baék\?beméries of my famermfo his
mterest in pohtzcs thtersweet as | en;oy femembermg the thmgs we sharedi: :
but it always makes me sad because we shou d have en}oyed more of them :
together . : ‘

: ‘37 Aﬁer my fathet;s dééﬁi | cc}uldri"fgd baok: to ﬁni?ei's‘it}fdr ‘ab‘mit 6 months. |
o was studymg Psycho ﬂgy at the time. tnstead | dtsappeared to ltaly to where‘ ‘
~ the last fam;ly hol fday had been just sol cou!d htde and get away It was not a
good dec&szon as t demed myself fam;%y support ! was not processmg any gnef
~at the ttme as | had run away

38. i then retumed to umvermty m GRO c 1993 to study itakan and Hlstory I
can recall havmg breakduwns on the danc»e ﬂoor when I went out at mght [ felt
:‘as 1f | was bemg pushed farther and further away from my dad as none of my
= - new fnerxds knew him. Aﬁer a few years | managed ’m get a good degree and
on my graduatmn day, 1 cned uncantreﬁably as sadly my father was not there
‘to ceiebrate my ach:evemem This i is a memory embedded in my mmd that I ‘
: : m never farget It was certam!y m)t how my peers were enjoymg thetr\
SE graduatmn day :

-39 | subsequenﬂy mat a partner aﬂd had a daughter aged 26. Despxte never
regrettmg havmg my daughter the refatlonsth started shortly after | Iost my
Dad. GRO-D

was a direct result of wanting to build a family again, replace what | had lost. |
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 was thereaﬂer a smg!e parent there was much I could have learned from my
dad as a parent and sadiy never gct the chance

40 Overall, from the ages 18-28 lcan recal! that this was avery gnm penod inmy |

- life. My gr:ef separated me from my peers I was a!so sml cansctous of the
st:gma surmundmg H!V The few people | shared thzs with wou Id f’ nd it hard to
hide their shock ‘

41 To thls day, I still suffer s;gmﬁcant y wﬂh anxzety and trust 1ssues | often think ‘
- that if things : are gomg wei I, it's because sameone ts keepmg somethmg from
- me. My abxhty to maxntam relahonshaps has also been 1mpacted and ‘
s re!ationshtps do not wcxrk fc)r very long as a result g

42 Despzte the chaﬂenges the vaiues that he rarsed me W|th have remamed -
; mﬂuent;a! and have shaped i my career asan educatzonai ieader f’d like to think
that these expenences and my understandmg that educatxon made has life

pass:b!e has shaped my bel;ef m the lmportance of educatlon for all. His
res;ilence and commxtment to hls famlly have aways been an mspzratlon‘

. however hard ] have found thmgs
Sectimi 6: :TréaﬁﬁéﬁﬂCarelSuppbn :

43 | had mu!ﬂpie counselhng sessions and was on antx«depressants on and off |
w;shed that | had died mstead of my father asit felt as if it would have left less
ofa ioss all round; | was one of three chsldren My mum had other kxds my
brothers had eash etﬁer My dad was our oniy Dad and my Mum s only“‘
husband !was extreme!y k:me : : S

o ‘Sei:tion 7: Financial A3ai$tan¢é e
44 The McFariand’s payment made a dnfference to my father when he was no

Ionger abie to drwe whlch meant he couid ga fmm daor to dcmr wherever he
needed to go ‘ L
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45 However my mother was left to support ch;tdren in fult-tzme education w:th very
ﬁm:ted suppcrt from the McFarIand Tmst after my father d:ed

. Secﬁcﬁ;ﬁ ‘8ﬁ‘0th‘er Issues |

46. On one occaszon my parents tned to adopt a ch:ld w:th haemophlha who was
slder than me at the time and | feel that this reflects what kind of persen my
father was. He was ever apprecsatwe of hxs !tfe and felt he had had a wonderful ‘

k hfe so kmd and thoughtfui

- 47.1 wﬁnessed the effects assomated wzth bath HtV and Hepatntss Non -A Non B
whdst gmwmg up and endured the pam of iasmg my much taved father at a
very yaung age The loss Of a parent atan age when oneis iearnmg to become
mdependent the superwsm and assxstance nf a parent has a cansrderabie ‘

. value and IS a ioss that shapes a perscna aty and opportumt!es in hfe

: 48 Po!itical enga‘gemeht‘ accompanying"him én cam;iaigns‘ having intellectual
conversatcons helped set me up: for good academles and a passion to achieve
educatmnalty That bond that po ttmal and mtel!ectuai engagement I had With
my father has eft a vmd that no one can ﬁli :

49 My father was ambztzsu& for his cm}dren The cantmued support care and

‘ assastance wou!d have been of great ass*stance thmughout my life and in |

: aoh:evement of educattonal potentaa! and tc} progress “towards creatwe

: ‘deveiopment | also feel that my daughter has mlssed out hugely, on havmg a ‘
: 5 grandfather but aisa because there were txmes m her chﬂdhoad when E was j
s sxmply very sad o : :

G 50 The 1mpac:t on my famzty and 1, due i:o the czrcumstances of my father s death
have had the mast devastatmg eﬁect 1 stm feet traumatesed by the events =
desplte 28 years hamng e!apsed We are an extremeiy close famtty and h:s :
absence is felt at every gathermg and meal e

R Qqestiéns fbt the mc‘;ﬁi}fy:
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- Y, i want to knew firstly the source of my father s HIV mfechon
‘ 2 | want to find out when it was ﬁrst known that he had contracted Hepatltls‘
:‘gNonA~NonB 5 \ B ‘
‘ 3.1 want to find out when my father first exhtb;ted abnormal Iwer functaon test
:resufts and why these were never fouowed up ‘

| ‘4. | want to know if hts mfect;on could have been avmded and if so why: ~
‘ deccs:ons were made that meant they weren t

: Statement of Truth

I be!zeve the facts stated in thxs w&tness statement are tme B

= ngned GRO‘ C‘

i A
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