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Births and Deaths Registration Act 1953 

1953 CHAPTER 20 1 and 2 Eliz 2 

An Act to consolidate certain enactments relating to the registration of births and deaths 
in England and Wales with corrections and improvements made under the Consolidation 
of Enactments (Procedure) Act 1949. [ 14th July 1953] 

Modifications etc. (not altering text) 
Cl Power to amend Act conferred by Public Expenditure and Receipts Act 1968 (c. 14), s. 5, Sch. 3; 

power to extend Act conferred by British Nationality Act 1981 (c. 61, SIF 87), s. 41(4)(5) 
C2 Act extended (30.12.2005) by Adoption and Children Act 2002 (c. 38), ss. 78(4), 148(1) (with Sch. 4 

paras. 1, 6-8); S.I. 2005/2213, art. 2(e) 

Commencement Information 
I1 Act wholly in force at 30.9.1953 sees. 44(3) 

PART I 

REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS 

Particulars of births to be registered. 

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Part of this Act, the birth of every child born in 
England and Wales shall be registered by the registrar ofbirths and deaths for the sub—
district in which the child was born by entering in a register kept for that sub—district 
such particulars concerning the birth as may be prescribed; and different registers 
shall be kept and different particulars may be prescribed for live—births and still—births 
respectively: 

Provided that, where a IF'still—born child] is found exposed and no information as to 
the place of birth is available, the birth shall be registered by the registrar of births and 
deaths for the sub—district in which the child is found. 

(2) The following persons shall be qualified to give information concerning a birth, that 
is to say—
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(a) the father and mother of the child; 
(b) the occupier of the house in which the child was to the knowledge of that 

occupier born; 
(c) any person present at the birth; 
(d) any person having charge of the child. 

[F2(e) in the case of a still—born child found exposed, the person who found the 
child.] 

[F3(3) In the case of a child who has a parent by virtue of section 42 or 43 of the Human 
Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008, the reference in subsection (2)(a) to the father 
of the child is to be read as a reference to the woman who is a parent by virtue of 
that section.] 

Textual Amendments 
Fl Words substituted byChildrcsi (a P. Orb. 3 psrs 13(1) 

F2 S. 1(2)(e) added by Children Ac 1' 7S ma 0 Bette 1= t s 

F3 S. 1(3) inserted (6.4.2009 for specified purposes, 1.92009 in so far as not already in force) byHuman 
Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2006 c. .2), s. 6((2, Sett. 6 para. 2; S.I. 2009/479, art. 5(1)(e)(2) 
(with art. 7, Sch.) 

2 Information concerning birth to be given to registrar within forty—two days. 

[F4(1)] In the case of every birth it shall be the duty—
(a) of the father and mother of the child; and 
(b) in the case of the death or inability of the father and mother, of each other 

qualified informant, 

to give to the registrar, before the expiration of a period of forty—two days from the 
date of the birth, information of the particulars required to be registered concerning 
the birth, and in the presence of the registrar to sign the register: 

Provided that—
(i) the giving of information and the signing of the register by any one qualified 

informant shall act as a discharge of any duty under this section of every other 
qualified informant; 

(ii) this section shall cease to apply if, before the expiration of the said period and 
before the birth has been registered, [Flan investigation is conducted under Part 
1 of the 2009 Act, other than one that is discontinued under section 4 of that Act 
(cause of death [F6becoming clear before inquest]), in the course of which] the 
child is found to have been still—born. 

[F'(2) In the case of a child who has a parent by virtue of section 42 or 43 of the Human 
Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008, the references in subsection (1) to the father 
of the child are to be read as references to the woman who is a parent by virtue of 
that section.] 

Textual Amendments 
F4 S. 2(1): s. 2 renumbered as s. 2(l) (6.4.2009 for specified purposes, 1.9.2009 in so far as not already 

in force) by Human Fertilis :ion and Embryology Act 2008 (c. 22„ s o8(:), 0th. 6 para. 3; 6.1. 
2009/479, art. 6(1)(e)(2) (with art. 7, Sch.) 
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F5 Words in s_ 2 substituted (25.7.2013) by Coroners and Justice Act 2009 (c. 25), s. 182(4)(e), Seh. 21 

}sera. '7 (with s. lW); 6 6 2U i 3,1b69, aIL. . ) i) 

F6 Words in s. 2(1) substituted (28.6.2022) by Judicial Review and Courts Act 2022 (c. 35), ss. 39(4)(a), 
51(3) 

F7 S. 2(2) inserted (6.4.2009 for specified purposes, 19.2009 in so far as not already in force) byHuman 
Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 (c. 22), s. 63{~ 5d m, € ia;ra, is S.I.2009/479, art. 6(l)(e)(2) 
(with art. 7, Sch.) 

3 Information concerning finding of new—born child to be given to registrar within 
forty—two days. 

Where any [FBstill—born child] is found exposed, it shall be the duty of the person 
finding the child, . . . F9 to give to the best of his knowledge and belief to the registrar, 
before the expiration of forty—two days from the date on which the child was found, 
such information of the particulars required to be registered concerning the birth of 
the child as the informant possesses, and in the presence of the registrar to sign the 
register: 

F10 
... ... ...................... .. . . 

Textual Amendments 
F8 Words substituted by Ch !dr_ c Act 1275 (c 72 y. s t t yss. ,4 1 ( ) 

F9 Words repealedby Ch si 3c r 10 '3 € r 7"m 6e0 Pi VI 

F10 S. 3 proviso repealed by Children Act 1975 (c. 72), Sch. 4 Pt. V1 

[Ft13A Registration of births of abandoned children. 

(1) Where the place and date of birth of a child who was abandoned are unknown to, and 
cannot be ascertained by, the person who has charge of the child, that person may 
apply to the Registrar General for the child's birth to be registered under this section. 

(2) On an application under this section the Registrar General shall enter in a register 
maintained at the General Register Office—

(a) as the child's place of birth, if the child was found by the applicant or by any 
person from whom (directly or indirectly) the applicant took charge of the 
child, the registration district and sub—district where the child was found, or, 
in any other case, where the child was abandoned; 

(b) as the child's date of birth, the date which, having regard to such evidence 
as is produced to him, appears to him to be the most likely date of birth of 
the child, and 

(c) such other particulars as may be prescribed. 

(3) The Registrar General shall not register a child's birth under this section if—

(a) he is satisfied that the child was not born in England or Wales; or 

(b) the child has been adopted in pursuance of a court order made in the United 
Kingdom, the Isle of Man or the Channel Islands; or 

(c) subject to subsection (5) below, the child's birth is known to have been 
previously registered under this Act. 
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(4) If no entry can be traced in any register of births relating to a person who has attained 
the age of 18 and has not been adopted as aforesaid, that person may apply to the 
Registrar General for his birth to be registered under this section. 

(5) On the application of—
(a) a person having the charge of a child whose birth had been registered under 

this Act by virtue of the proviso to section 1 of this Act (as originally enacted), 
or 

(b) any such child who has attained the age of 18 years, 

the Registrar General shall re—register the birth of the child under this section, and shall 
direct the officer having custody of the register of births in which the entry relating 
to the child was previously made to enter in the margin of the register a reference to 
the re—registration of the birth.] 

Textual Amendments 
F11 S. 3A inserted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72), s. 92 

4 Registrar's power to require information concerning birth. 

Where, after the expiration of forty—two days from the date of the birth of any child or 
from the date when any [F' Zstill—born child] is found exposed, the birth of the child has, 
owing to the default of the persons required to give information concerning it, not been 
registered, the registrar may by notice in writing require any qualified informant—

(a) to attend personally at the registrar's office, or at some other place appointed 
by the registrar within his sub—district, before such date (being not less than 
seven days after the receipt of the notice nor more than [F1312 months] after 
the date of the birth or finding) as may be specified in the notice; and 

(b) to give information to the best of that person's knowledge and belief of the 
particulars required to be registered concerning the birth; and 

(c) to sign the register in the presence of the registrar: 

Provided that any such requirement shall cease to have effect if, before the date specified 
in the notice and before the person to whom the notice is given complies with it, the 
birth is duly registered. 

Textual Amendments 
F12 Words substituted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72), Sch. 3 para 13(1) 
F13 Words in s. 4(a) substituted (28.5.2012) by Welfare Reform Act 2009 (c. 24), s. 61(3), Sch. 6 para. 5; 

S.I. 2012/1256, art. 2(2)(b) 

5 Registration of births free of charge. 

Where the registrar receives personally from any qualified informant, at any time 
before the expiration of [F1412 months] from the date of the birth of any child or from 
the date when any [F15sti11—born child] is found exposed, information of the particulars 
required to be registered concerning the birth of the child, then, subject as may be 
prescribed in the case of an alleged still—birth where no certificate such as is mentioned 
in subsection (1) of section eleven of this Act is delivered, he shall forthwith register 
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the birth and the particulars, if not previously registered, in the prescribed form and 
manner without any fee or reward from the informant: 

F16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Textual Amendments 
F14 Words in s. 5 substituted (28.5.2012) by Welfare 'R Corm Act 2009 (c. 24), s. 61(3), Sch. 6 para. 6; S.I. 

1L56. «aL 2f02 

F15 Words substituted by CS bri pax s E t "'7.5 (c 71:s Sal < sates 1 x(11 

F16 S. 5 proviso repealed b} S '55, 1 1 2211. Orb, 2 

F176 Registration between three and twelve months from date of birth. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Textual Amendments 
F17 S. 6 repealed (28.5.2012) by Welfare Reform Act 2009 (c. 24), s. 61(3), Sch. 6 para. 7, Sch. 7 Pt. 5; 

S.I. 2012/1256, art. 2(2)(b) 

7 Registration after twelve months from date of birth. 

(1) Where, after the expiration of twelve months from the date of the birth of any child 
F's. . . the birth of the child has not been registered, the birth shall not be registered 
except with the written authority of the Registrar General and in such manner and 
subject to such conditions as may be prescribed, and the fact that the authority of the 
Registrar General has been obtained shall be entered in the register. 

F19(2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

F20(3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Textual Amendments 
F18 Words repealed by Children Act 1975.  (c. 72), Sch. 4 Pt. VI 
F19 Ss. 6(3), 7(2), 14(3), 21(2) repealed by S.I. 1968/1242, Sch. 2 
F20 S. 7(3) repealed (28.5.2012) by Welfare Reform Act 2009 (c. 24), s. 61(3), Sch. 6 para. 8, Sch. 7 Pt. 5; 

S.I. 2012/1.256, art. 2(2)(b) 

8 Penalty for improper registration after [F2112 months] from date of birth. 

Save as provided in [F22section 7], a registrar shall not register the birth of any child 
after the expiration of [F2112 months] from the date of birth F23. . . , from the date of the 
finding, and any person who registers any birth, or causes any birth to be registered, 
in contravention of this section shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding ["'24level 1 on the standard scale]. 
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Textual Amendments 
F21 Words in s. 8 substituted (28.5.2012) by Welfare Reform Act 2009 (c. 24), s. 61(3), Sch. 6 para. 9(b); 

S.I. 2012/1256, art. 2(2)(b) 
F22 Words in s. 8 substituted (28.5.2012) by Welfare Reform Act 2009 (c. 24), s. 61(3), Sch. 6 para. 9(a); 

5.1. 'QI 1"6, „rt.2(2Elb) 
F23 Words repealed by Cat lien Act 1975 (c. 72), Sch. 4 Pt. VI 
F24 Words substituted by virtue of Criminal Justice Act 1982.  (c. 48, SIF 39:1), s. 46 

9 Giving of information to a person other than the registrar. 

(1) Any person required by or under this Act to give information to the registrar 
concerning a birth F25. . . may give that information by making and signing in the 
presence of and delivering to such officer as may be prescribed a declaration in writing 
of the particulars required to be registered concerning the birth. 

(2) The officer in whose presence such a declaration is made shall send the declaration to 
the registrar who shall in the prescribed manner enter the birth in the register. 

(3) An entry made under the last foregoing subsection shall be deemed for the purposes 
of this Act to have been signed by the person who signed the declaration, and a person 
making a declaration under this section shall be deemed to have given information 
concerning the birth to the registrar and to have complied with any requirement of the 
registrar made under this Act to attend and give that information. 

[F16(4) A request made under section 10 of this Act may be included in a declaration under 
subsection (1) of this section, and, if the request is made under paragraph IF17(b), (c) 
or (d)] of that section, [FZsor under paragraph (b), (c) or (d) of subsection (1B) of that 
section,] the documents required by that paragraph to be produced shall be produced 
to the officer in whose presence the declaration is made and sent by him with the 
declaration to the registrar. 

I A request made under section 1 OZA of this Act may be included in a declaration under 
F29(4A) subsection (1) of this section and the documents required by that section to be produced 

shall be produced to the officer in whose presence the declaration is made and sent by 
him with the declaration to the registrar.] 

(5) A request made under section 10A of this Act instead of being made to the registrar 
may be made by making and signing in the presence of and delivering to a prescribed 
officer a statement in the prescribed form and producing to the officer any documents 
required to be produced by that section, and—

(a) the officer shall send the request together with those documents, if any, to the 
registrar who shall with the authority of the Registrar General re—register the 
birth as if the request had been made to him; and 

(b) the person or persons who sign the statement shall be deemed to have signed 
the register as required by subsection (2) of that section.] 

Textual Amendments 
F25 Words in s. 9(1) repealed (1.4.1997) by S.I. 1996/2395, art. 2(2) 
F26 S. 9(4)(5) added by Children Act 1975.  (c. 72), s. 93(3) 
F27 Words substituted by Family Law Reform Act 1987 (c. 42, SIF 49:7), s. 33(1), Sch. 2 para. 15 
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F28 Words in s. 9(4) inserted (6.4.2009 for specified purposes, 1 .9.2009 in so far as not already in force) by 

rcrii r..a1 un rod I  lu „ ,/rt 100/ ic,. 2). a. ti ,(_. , Sant, 0 patea. 4; Si. 2U09A479, art. 6(1) 

(with am

F29 S. 9(4A) inserted (1.12.2003) by h arass Fradhi i v..l ,L_ 1/s r  tact Fr/oral Act 2003 

(c. 24), s. 4(2), Sch. para. 1; S.I. 2003/3095, art. 2 

1F3010 1F31 Registration of father F32... or of second female parent where parents not 
[F33marrled or] civil partners] 

(1) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of this Act (F34and subject to 
section 1OZA of this Act], in the case of a child whose father and mother were not 
married to [ 5, or civil partners of,] each other at the time of his birth, no person shall 
as father of the child be required to give information concerning the birth of the child, 
and the registrar shall not enter in the register the name of any person as father of the 
child except—

(a) at the joint request of the mother and the person stating himself to be the father 
of the child (in which case that person shall sign the register together with 
the mother); or 

(b) at the request of the mother on production of—
(i) a declaration in the prescribed form made by the mother stating that 

that person is the father of the child; and 
(ii) a statutory declaration made by that person stating himself to be the 

father of the child; or 
(c) at the request of that person on production of—

(i) a declaration in the prescribed form by that person stating himself to 
be the father of the child; and 

(ii) a statutory declaration made by the mother stating that that person is 
the father of the child; or 

[ at the request of the mother or that person on production of—
'°6(d) (i) a copy of [' 7any agreement made between them under section 4(1) 

(b) of the Children Act 1989 in relation to the child] ; and 
(ii) a declaration in the prescribed form by the person making the request 

stating that the agreement was made in compliance with section 4 of 
["3sthat Act] and has not been brought to an end by an order of a court; 
or 

(e) at the request of the mother or that person on production of—
(i) a certified copy of an order under section 4 of the Children Act 1989 

giving that person parental responsibility for the child; and 
(ii) a declaration in the prescribed form by the person making the request 

stating that the order has not been brought to an end by an order of 
a court; or 

(f) at the request of the mother or that person on production of—
(i) a certified copy of an order under paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 to the 

Children Act 1989 which requires that person to make any financial 
provision for the child and which is not an order falling within 
paragraph 4(3) of that Schedule; and 

(ii) a declaration in the prescribed form by the person making the request 
stating that the order has not been discharged by an order of a court; or 

(g) at the request of the mother or that person on production of—
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(i) a certified copy of any of the orders which are mentioned in 
subsection (1 A) of this section which has been made in relation to the 
child; and 

(ii) a declaration in the prescribed form by the person making the request 
stating that the order has not been brought to an end or discharged by 
an order of a court.] 

[ The orders are—
F39( 1A) (a) an order under section 4 of the Family Law Reform Act 1987 that that person 

shall have all the parental rights and duties with respect to the child; 
(b) an order that that person shall have custody or care and control or legal custody 

of the child made under section 9 of the Guardianship of Minors Act 1971 at 
a time when such an order could only be made in favour of a parent; 

(c) an order under section 9 or 11 B of that Act which requires that person to make 
any financial provision in relation to the child; 

(d) an order under section 4 of the Affiliation Proceedings Act 1957 naming that 
person as putative father of the child.] 

I Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of this Act and subject to 
r40(1B) section 1OZA of this Act, in the case of a child to whom section 1(3) of the Family 

Law Reform Act 1987 does not apply no woman shall as a parent of the child by virtue 
of section 43 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 be required to 
give information concerning the birth of the child, and the registrar shall not enter in 
the register the name of any woman as a parent of the child by virtue of that section 
except—

(a) at the joint request of the mother and the person stating herself to be the other 
parent of the child (in which case that person shall sign the register together 
with the mother); or 

(b) at the request of the mother on production of—
(i) a declaration in the prescribed form made by the mother stating that 

the person to be registered ("the woman concerned") is a parent 
of the child by virtue of section 43 of the Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology Act 2008; and 

(ii) a statutory declaration made by the woman concerned stating herself 
to be a parent of the child by virtue of section 43 of that Act; or 

(c) at the request of the woman concerned on production of—
(i) a declaration in the prescribed form made by the woman concerned 

stating herself to be a parent of the child by virtue of section 43 of the 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008; and 

(ii) a statutory declaration made by the mother stating that the woman 
concerned is a parent of the child by virtue of section 43 of that Act; or 

(d) at the request of the mother or the woman concerned on production of—
(i) a copy of any agreement made between them under section 4ZA(1) 

(b) of the Children Act 1989 in relation to the child; and 
(ii) a declaration in the prescribed form by the person making the request 

stating that the agreement was made in compliance with section 4ZA 
of that Act and has not been brought to an end by an order of a court; or 

(e) at the request of the mother or the woman concerned on production of—
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(i) a certified copy of an order under section 4ZA of the Children Act 
1989 giving the woman concerned parental responsibility for the 
child; and 

(ii) a declaration in the prescribed form by the person making the request 
stating that the order has not been brought to an end by an order of 
a court; or 

(f) at the request of the mother or the woman concerned on production of—
(i) a certified copy of an order under paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 to the 

Children Act 1989 which requires the woman concerned to make any 
financial provision for the child and which is not an order falling 
within paragraph 4(3) of that Schedule; and 

(ii) a declaration in the prescribed form by the person making the request 
stating that the order has not been discharged by an order of a court.] 

(2) Where, in the case of a child whose father and mother were not married to 1F4', or civil 
partners of,] each other at the time of his birth, a person stating himself to be the father 
of the child makes a request to the registrar in accordance with paragraph (c) [F42to
(g)] of subsection (1) of this section 

(a) he shall be treated as a qualified informant concerning the birth of the child 
for the purposes of this Act; and 

(b) the giving of information concerning the birth of the child by that person and 
the signing of the register by him in the presence of the registrar shall act as 
a discharge of any duty of any other qualified informant under section 2 of 
this Act. 

[ Where, in the case of a child to whom section 1(3) of the Family Law Reform Act 
F43(2A) 1987 does not apply, a person stating herself to be a parent of the child by virtue of 

section 43 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 makes a request to 
the registrar in accordance with any of paragraphs (c) to (f) of subsection (1B)—

(a) she shall be treated as a qualified informant concerning the birth of the child 
for the purposes of this Act; and 

(b) the giving of information concerning the birth of the child by that person and 
the signing of the register by her in the presence of the registrar shall act as 
a discharge of any duty of any other qualified informant under section 2 of 
this Act.] 

(3) In this section and section 10A of this Act references to a child whose father and 
mother were not married to 1F44, or civil partners of,] each other at the time of his birth 
shall be construed in accordance with section 1 of the Family Law Reform Act 1987 
F45 

] 

Textual Amendments 
F30 S. 10 substituted by Family Law Reform Act 1987 (c. 42, S1F 49:7), s. 24 
F31 S. 10 heading substituted (6.4.2009 for specified purposes, 1.9.2009 in so far as not already in force) 

by Hunan. Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 (c. 22), s. 68(2), Sch. 6 para. 5(2); S.T. 2009/479, 
art. 6(1 )(e)(2) (with art. 7, Sch.) 

F32 Words in s. 10 heading omitted (2.12,2019) by virtue of The Civil Partnership (Opposite-sex Couples) 
Regulations 2019 (S.I.2019/1458), regs. 1(2), 17(2)(a) 

F33 Words in s. 10 heading inserted (13.3.2014) by The Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 
(Consequential and Contrary Provisions and Scotland) Order 2014 (S.I. 2014/560), art. 1(2), Sch. 1 
para. 7 
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F34 Words in s. 10(I 1 inserted (1.12.2003) by Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Deceased Fathers) 

c u2(c. .4), s. 4(2), Sch. para. 2; 5.1.2003/3095, art. 2 

F35 Words in inserted (2.12.2019) by The Civil Partnership (Opposite-sex Couples) Regulations 
a), regs. 1(2), 17(2)(b) 

F36 S. 10(l)(d) (g) substituted (14.10.1991) for s. 10(1)(d) by Children Act 1989.  (c. 41, SIF 20), s. 108(4), 
Sclr. 12 para. 6(2); Si. 1991/828, art. 3(2) 

F37 Words in s. 10(1)(d)(i) substituted (1.12.2003) by Adoption and Children Act 2002 (c. 38), s. 148(1), 
Sclr. 3 para. 6(a) (with Sch. 4 paras. 6-5); 5.1 . 2003/3079, art. 2(2)(b) 

F38 Words in s. 10(1)(d)(ii) substituted (1.12.2003) by Adoption and Children Act 2002 (c. 38), s. 148(1), 

Sclr. 3 para. 6(b) (with `,c€:. 4 eta- a ) .1.2003/30 H, t. :2 (b) 

F39 S. 10(1A) inserted (14.10.1991) by ( C [cOca Ha 059 (c. 41, SI.. C. IC k „ d . 1 p. ray. 6(3); 

S.I. 1991/828, art. 3(2) 

F40 S. 10(1 B) inserted (6.4.2009 for specified purposes, 1.9.2009 in so far as not already in force) by 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 (c. 22), s. 68(2), Sch. 6 para. 5(3); S.I. 2009/479, art. 
6(1)(e)(2) (with art. 7, Sch.) 

F41 Words ins. 10(2) inserted (2.12.2019) by The Civil Partnership (Opposite-sex Couples) Regulations 
2019 (S.I. 2019/1458), regs. 1(2), 17(2)(c) 

F42 Words in s. 10(2) substituted (14,10.1991) by Children Act 1989.  (c. 41, SIF 20), s. 108(4), Sch. 12 
para. 6(4); S.I. 1991/828, art. 3(2) 

F43 S. 10(2A) inserted (6.4.2009 for specified purposes, 1.9.2009 in so far as not already in force) by 
Human. Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 (c. 22), s. 68(2), Sch. 6 para. 5(4); S.I. 2009/479, art. 
6(1)(e)(2) (with art. 7, Sch.) 

F44 Words in s. 10(3) inserted (2.12.2019) by The Civil Partnership (Opposite-sex Couples) Regulations 
2019 (S.i. 2019/1458), regs. 1(2), 17(2)(d) 

F45 Words in s. 10(3) repealed (1.12.2003) by Adoption and Children Act 2002 (c. 38), s. 148(1), Sch. 3 
para. 6(c), Sch. 5 (with Sch. 4 paras. 2, 6-8); S.I. 2003/3079, art. 2(2)(b) 

Modifications etc. (not altering text) 
C3 S. 10 modified by Family Law Reform Act 1987 (c. 42, SIF 49:7), s. 33(2),Sch. 3 para. 11 

IF4610ZARegistration of father or second female parent by virtue of certain provisions of 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 

(1) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of this Act, the registrar shall 
not enter in the register-

(a) as the father of a child, the name of a man who is to be treated for that purpose 
as the father of the child by virtue of section 39(1) 0r40(1) or (2) of the Human 
Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 (circumstances in which man to be 
treated as father of child for purposes of registration of birth where fertility 
treatment undertaken after his death); or 

(b) as a parent of the child, the name of a woman who is to be treated for that 
purpose as a parent of the child by virtue of section 46(1) or (2) of that Act 
(circumstances in which woman to be treated as parent of child for purposes 
of registration of birth where fertility treatment undertaken after her death), 

unless the condition in subsection (2) below is satisfied. 

(2) The condition in this subsection is satisfied if-
(a) the mother requests the registrar to make such an entry in the register and 

produces the relevant documents; or 
(b) in the case of the death or inability of the mother, the relevant documents are 

produced by some other person who is a qualified informant. 
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(3) In this section "the relevant documents" means—
(a) the consent in writing and election mentioned in section 39(1), 40(1) or (2) or 

46(1) or (2) (as the case requires) of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology 
Act 2008; 

(b) a certificate of a registered medical practitioner as to the medical facts 
concerned; and 

(c) such other documentary evidence (if any) as the registrar considers 
appropriate.] 

Textual Amendments 
F46 S. 1OZA substituted (6.4.2009 for specified purposes, 1.9.2009 in so far as not already in force) by 

Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 (c. 22), s. 68(2), Sch. 6 pam . 6; S.I. 2009/479, art. 6(1) 

(e)(2) (with art. 7, Sch.) 

1 4710A ["45Re-registration where parents neither married nor civil partners] 

(1) Where there has been registered under this Act the birth of a child whose father and 
mother were not married to [F49 or civil partners of,] each other at the time of the 
birth, but no person has been registered as the father of the child [F50(or as a parent 
of the child by virtue of section 42, 43 or 46(1) or (2) of the Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology Act 2008)], the registrar shall re—register the birth so as to show a person 
as the father—

(a) at the joint request of the mother and that person; or 
(b) at the request of the mother on production of—

(i) a declaration in the prescribed form made by the mother stating that 
that person is the father of the child; and 

(ii) a statutory declaration made by that person stating himself to be the 
father of the child; or 

(c) at the request of that person on production of—
(i) a declaration in the prescribed form by that person stating himself to 

be the father of the child; and 
(ii) a statutory declaration made by the mother stating that that person is 

the father of the child; or 
[ at the request of the mother or that person on production of—

Fsl(d) 
(i) a copy of [Fszany agreement made between them under section 4(1) 

(b) of the Children Act 1989 in relation to the child]; and 
(ii) a declaration in the prescribed form by the person making the request 

stating that the agreement was made in compliance with section 4 of 
IF53that Act] and has not been brought to an end by an order of a court; 
or 

(e) at the request of the mother or that person on production of—
(i) a certified copy of an order under section 4 of the Children Act 1989 

giving that person parental responsibility for the child; and 
(ii) a declaration in the prescribed form by the person making the request 

stating that the order has not been brought to an end by an order of 
a court; or 

(f) at the request of the mother or that person on production of 
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(i) a certified copy of an order under paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 to the 
Children Act 1989 which requires that person to make any financial 
provision for the child and which is not an order falling within 
paragraph 4(3) of that Schedule; and 

(ii) a declaration in the prescribed form by the person making the request 
stating that the order has not been discharged by an order of a court; or 

[ in the case of a man who is to be treated as the father of the child by virtue of 
F54(ff) section 39(1) or 40(1) or (2) of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 

2008, if the condition in section 10ZA(2) of this Act is satisfied; or] 
(g) at the request of the mother or that person on production of—

(i) a certified copy of any of the orders which are mentioned in 
subsection (lA) of this section which has been made in relation to the 
child; and 

(ii) a declaration in the prescribed form by the person making the request 
stating that the order has not been brought to an end or discharged by 
an order of a court.] 

but no birth shall be re—registered under this section except in the prescribed manner 
and with the authority of the Registrar General. 

[ The orders are—
F55 (1A) (a) an order under section 4 of the Family Law Reform Act 1987 that that person 

shall have all the parental rights and duties with respect to the child; 
(b) an order that that person shall have custody or care and control or legal custody 

of the child made under section 9 of the Guardianship of Minors Act 1971 at 
a time when such an order could only be made in favour of a parent; 

(c) an order under section 9 or 11 B of that Act which requires that person to make 
any financial provision in relation to the child; 

(d) an order under section 4 of the Affiliation Proceedings Act 1957 naming that 
person as putative father of the child.] 

I Where there has been registered under this Act the birth of a child to whom section 1(3) 
F56(1B) of the Family Law Reform Act 1987 does not apply, but no person has been registered 

as a parent of the child by virtue of section 42, 43 or 46(1) or (2) of the Human 
Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 (or as the father of the child), the registrar shall 
re-register the birth so as to show a woman ("the woman concerned") as a parent of 
the child by virtue of section 43 or 46(1) or (2) of that Act—

(a) at the joint request of the mother and the woman concerned; or 
(b) at the request of the mother on production of—

(i) a declaration in the prescribed form made by the mother stating that 
the woman concerned is a parent of the child by virtue of section 43 
of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008; and 

(ii) a statutory declaration made by the woman concerned stating herself 
to be a parent of the child by virtue of section 43 of that Act; or 

(c) at the request of the woman concerned on production of—
(i) a declaration in the prescribed form made by the woman concerned 

stating herself to be a parent of the child by virtue of section 43 of the 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008; and 

(ii) a statutory declaration made by the mother stating that the woman 
concerned is a parent of the child by virtue of section 43 of that Act; or 

(d) at the request of the mother or the woman concerned on production of—
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(i) a copy of an agreement made between them under section 4ZA(1)(b) 
of the Children Act 1989 in relation to the child; and 

(ii) a declaration in the prescribed form by the person making the request 
stating that the agreement was made in compliance with section 4ZA 
of that Act and has not been brought to an end by an order of a court; or 

(e) at the request of the mother or the woman concerned on production of—
(i) a certified copy of an order under section 4ZA of the Children Act 

1989 giving the woman concerned parental responsibility for the 
child; and 

(ii) a declaration in the prescribed form by the person making the request 
stating that the order has not been brought to an end by an order of 
a court; or 

(f) at the request of the mother or the woman concerned on production of—
(i) a certified copy of an order under paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 to the 

Children Act 1989 which requires the woman concerned to make any 
financial provision for the child and which is not an order falling 
within paragraph 4(3) of that Schedule; and 

(ii) a declaration in the prescribed form by the person making the request 
stating that the order has not been discharged by an order of a court; or 

(g) in the case of a woman who is to be treated as a parent of the child by virtue 
of section 46(1) or (2) of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008, 
if the condition in section 1OZA(2) of this Act is satisfied.] 

(2) On the re—registration of a birth under this section—
(a) the registrar shall sign the register; 

[ in the case of any of the following requests—
F57(b) 

(i) a request under subsection (1)(a) or (b) or subsection (1B)(a) or (b); 
(ii) a request under subsection (1)(d), (e), (f) or (g) or subsection (1B)(d), 

(e) or (f) made by the mother of the child, 
the mother shall also sign the register; 

(bb) in a case within subsection (1)(ff) or (1B)(g), the mother or (as the case may 
be) the qualified informant shall also sign the register; 

(c) in the case of a request made under subsection (1)(a) or (c) or a request made 
under subsection (1)(d), (e), (f) or (g) by the person requesting to be registered 
as the father of the child, that person shall also sign the register; 

(cc) in the case of a request made under subsection (1B)(a) or (c) or a request made 
under subsection (1B)(d), (e) or (f) by a woman requesting to be registered as 
a parent of the child by virtue of section 43 of the Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology Act 2008, that woman shall also sign the register; F58 

F58(d) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .I 

Textual Amendments 
F47 S. 10A substituted by F. =ui_ L cfoi .n \.ci 1957 (c . 4-2 SF 49 7).. s,25 

F48 S. 10A heading substituted (6.4 2009 for specified purpo
T
se. 1.9.2009 in so far as not already in force) 

by Hut - ii _,tip ra tion 5515.] i msHry5E 25...1 (c ..;i), 65(2 S . 6 pat r. 7(2); Si. (iOi/ €79, 

art. 6(1 )(;e}f. ; (with art. 7, 5. h ) 
F49 Words in s. 10A(I) inserted (2. 12.2019) by The Civil Partnership (Opposite-sex Couples) Regulations 

2019 (S.I. 2019/1458), regs. 1(2), 1;(3) 
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F50 Words in s. 10A(1) inserted (6.4.2009 for specified purposes, 1.9.2009 in so tar as not already in 

force) by Human rcrtmlmsalmosi acid Embryology Act dU06 (c. 22), , o,i ), Sr m, 6 oars, a= 7(3)(a); S.I. 
2009/479, art. 6(1)(e)(2) (with art. 7, Sch.) 

F51 S. 10A(1)(d)—(g) substituted (14.10.1991) for s. 10A(1)(d) by 11/i'dren Act ? % a .i Ol, 

108(4), Sch. 12 para. 6(2); S.I. 1991/828, art. 3(2) 
F52 Words in s. 10A(1)(d)(i) substituted (1.12,2003) by Adoption and Children Act 2602 (c. 38), s. 148(1), 

rclr. 3 para. 7(a) (with Sch. 4 paras. 6-8); S.I. 2003/3079, art. 2(2)(b) 

F53 Words in s. IOA(1)(d)(ii) substituted (1.12.2003) byAdoption and Children Act 2002 (e. 38), s. 
14b(i ), Sch. 3 para. 7(b) (with Sch. 4 paras. 6-8); S.I. 2003/3079, art. 2(2)(b) 

F54 S. 1 OA(1)(ff) substituted (6.4.2009 for specified purposes, 1.9.2009 in so far as not already in force) by 
e( . ._ i ia it ' t1 _1n'd Fn°aryology Act 2008 (c. 22), s. 68(2. Sch 6 •trs.'7O(h): ° 6 0091479, 

art. 6(1)(e)(2 (st ith :' ` dm) 

F55 S. 1OA(1A) inserted (14.10.1991) by Children. Act 1989 (c. 4L Si " i. s 10 , 1,. Sr'a. 12 pars.. 6(3); 
S.I. 1991/828, art. 3(2) 

F56 S. 10A(1B) inserted (6.4,2009 for specified purposes, 1.9.2009 in so far as not already in force) by 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 (c. 22), s. 68(2), Sell. 6 para. '7(4); S.I. 2009/479, art. 
6(1)(e)(2) (with art. 7, Sch.) 

F57 Ss. 10A(2)(b)-(cc) substituted for s. 10A(2)(b)(bb)(c) (6.4.2009 for specified purposes, 1.9,2009 in so 
far as not already in force) by Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 (c. 22), s. 68(2), Sch. 6 
paras. 7(5); S.I. 2009/479, art. 6(1)(e)(2) (with art. 7, Sch.) 

F58 S. 1 OA(2)(d) and word repealed (28.5.2012) by Welfare Reform Act 2009 (c. 24), s. 61(3), Sch. 6 para. 
12(4), Sch. 7 Pt. 5; S.1. 2012/1.256, art. 2(2)(b) 

Modifications etc. (not altering text) 
C4 S. l0A applied (with modifications) (4.4.2005) by Gender Recognition Act 2004 (c. 7), s. 26, Sch. 3 

para. 7(1)(2); S.I. 2005/54, art. 2 

11 Special provision as to registration of still—birth. 

(1) Any qualified informant giving information to the registrar of the particulars required 
to be registered concerning a still—birth shall upon giving that information either—
IF59(a) deliver to the registrar a certificate in the prescribed form signed by a 

registered medical practitioner who was present at the birth or has examined 
the body of the child, or, if no registered medical practitioner was so present 
or has examined the body, by a (F6Dregistered midwife] who was so present 
or has examined the body, being a certificate stating that the child was not 
born alive and, where possible, stating to the best of the knowledge and belief 
of the person signing it the cause of death and the estimated duration of the 
pregnancy; or] 

(b) make a declaration in the prescribed form to the effect that no registered 
medical practitioner or (F6oregistered midwife] was present at the birth or has 
examined the body, or that his or her certificate cannot be obtained, and that 
the child was not born alive. 

1F61( 1A) Every registered medical practitioner or (F60registered midwife] who is present at a 
still—birth or examines the body of a still—born child shall, at the request of any person 
who is a qualified informant as to the birth, give to that person a certificate for the 
purposes of paragraph (a) of the foregoing subsection.] 

1F62(1B) Where information of the particulars required to be registered concerning a still-birth 
is given by means of a declaration in writing in accordance with section 9(1) of this 
Act 
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(a) subsection (1) of this section shall apply to the person by whom the declaration 
is made as if the references to the registrar were to the officer in whose 
presence the declaration is made; and 

(b) that officer shall send the certificate delivered, or the declaration made, under 
that subsection to the registrar.] 

(2) The registrar upon registering a still—birth shall, if so required, give either to the 
informant or to the person who has control over, or who ordinarily effects the disposal 
of bodies at, the place at which it is intended to dispose of the child's body a certificate 
Fes in the prescribed form that he has registered the still—birth, but may, on receiving 
written notice of the still—birth accompanied by such a certificate as is mentioned in 
paragraph (a) of IF64subsection (1) of this section], before registering the still—birth 
give to the person sending the notice a certificate that he has received notice of the 
still—birth; and any certificate given under this subsection shall be given without fee. 

(3) A registrar by whom a certificate has been given under the last foregoing subsection 
may, upon receiving a satisfactory explanation of any circumstances by reason of 
which the certificate is not available for the purposes of the enactments relating to 
the disposal of the bodies of dead persons, issue F61 ... a duplicate thereof either to 
the person to whom the original certificate was given or to the person effecting the 
disposal; and any such duplicate certificate shall be in a distinctive form. 

Textual Amendments 
F59 S. 11(1)(a) substituted by Population (Slati, tierS Ar t 1rr (i Sc „ s. 7(l) 
F60 Words "registered midwife" substituted for words "certified midwife" by Nurses, Midwives and 

Health Visitors Act 1979 (c. 36), s. 24(2), Sch. 7 para. 7 
F61 S. 11(lA) inserted by Population (Statistics) Act 1960 (c. 32), s. 2(2) 
F62 S. 11(1B) inserted (1.4.1997) by S.I. 1996/2395, art. 2(3) 
F63 Words in s. 11(2) omitted (1.12.2021) by virtue of The Births and Deaths Registration (Electronic 

Communications and Electronic Storage) Order 2021 (S.I. 2021/1231), arts. 1(2), 3(2) 
F64 Words substituted by Population (Statistics) Act 1960.  (c. 32), s. 3(3) 
F65 Words repealed by S.1. 1968/1242, Sch. 2 

12 Certificate of registration of birth. 

At the time of registering the birth of any child, the registrar shall, if so required by 
the informant of the birth . . . F66 give to the informant a certificate under his hand in 
the prescribed form that he has registered the birth. 

Textual Amendments 
F66 Words repealed by S.I. 1968/1242, Sch. 2 

13 Registration of name of child or of alteration of name. 

(1) Where, before the expiration of twelve months from the date of the registration of the 
birth of any child, the name by which it was registered is altered or, if it was registered 
without a name, a name is given to the child, the registrar or superintendent registrar 
having the custody of the register in which the birth was registered, upon delivery to 
him at any time of a certificate in the prescribed form signed—
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(a) if the name was altered or given in baptism, either by the person who 
performed the rite of baptism or by the person who has the custody of the 
register, if any, in which the baptism is recorded, or 

(b) if a name has not been given to the child in baptism, by the father, mother or 
guardian of the child or other person procuring the name of the child to be 
altered or given, 

F67... shall, without any erasure of the original entry, forthwith enter in the register the 
name mentioned in the certificate as having been given to the child, rte... 

[F69(1ZA) In the case of a child who has a parent by virtue of section 42 or 43 of the Human 
Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008, the reference in subsection (1)(b) to the father 
of the child is to be read as a reference to the woman who is a parent of the child by 
virtue of that section.] 

1F70(1A) The registrar or superintendent registrar having custody of the register in question 
shall also—

(a) state upon the certificate mentioned in subsection (1) of this section the fact 
that the entry so mentioned has been made; 

(b) forthwith send the certificate to the Registrar General; and 
(c) either—

(i) send with the certificate a certified copy of the entry of the birth with 
the name added under this section, or 

(ii) provide the Registrar General, within seven days beginning with 
the day on which the entry under this section is made, with the 
information contained in that entry in an electronic form approved by 
the Registrar General.] 

[r' t(lB) Where a certificate delivered under subsection (1) is in an approved electronic form, 
the registrar or superintendent registrar may (subject to the terms of any approval 
given by the Registrar General under section 39(2)) discharge the duty set out in 
subsection (1A)(a) by incorporating into the certificate (or a copy of it), or associating 
to the certificate (or a copy of it), an electronic signature and a statement that the entry 
mentioned in subsection (1) has been made.] 

(2) Where the name of a child is altered or given in baptism, the person who performed the 
rite of baptism or who has the custody of any register in which the baptism is recorded 
shall issue the certificate required under this section F72.... 

F73(3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

(4) This section shall not apply in relation to a still—born child. 

Textual Amendments 
F67 Words repealed by S.I. 196/ H H, Seb, 2 

F68 Words in s. 13(1) omitted (13.11 .2006) by virtue of 1ti,c ?t._ r aiaw , 11irE r vl iia; / (Llccta:wic 

Communications and Electronic Stor r,a 5 (:v/'', ., ,f 
(, r .1. '220 " l}r  a s- 1( 1 2(2i 

F69 S. 13(1ZA) inserted (6.4.2009 for specified purposes, 1.9.2009 in so far as not already in force) by 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1)0(; (e. 22), s. 68(2), Sch. 2 p aaca. 2; S.I. 2009/479, art. 6(1) 
(e)(2) (with art. 7, Sch.) 

F70 S. 13(1A) inserted (13.11.2006) by The Registration of Births and Deaths (Electronic Communications 
and Electronic Storage) Order 2006 (S.I. 2006/2809), arts. 1(1), 2(3) 
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F71 S. 13(1 B) inserted (I .12.2021) by The Births anti Deaths Registration (Electronic Communications and 

Electronic Sto,aye) Order t''-'.E _y.i. 2021/1231), arts. 1(2), 3(3) 
F72 Words in s. 13(2) omitted (12.7,2016) by virtue of Immigration Act 2016 (c. 19), s. 94(1), Sch. 15 

pars. 11S; .1 '01(..Pd i , , 01

F73 S. 13(3) repealed by , h rt POpping Act 1970.  (c. 36), Sch. 5 

14 Re—registration of births of legitimated persons. 

(1) Where, in the case of any person whose birth has been registered in England or Wales, 
evidence is produced to the Registrar General which pa pears to him to be satisfactory 
that that person has become a legitimated person ... the Registrar General may 
authorise at any time the re—registration of that person's birth, and the re—registration 
shall be effected in such manner and at such place as may be prescribed: 

Provided that, except where—
(a) the name of a person [F75stating] himself to be the father of the legitimated 

person 1F76, or herself to be a parent of the legitimated person by virtue of 
section 43 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008,1 has been 
entered in the register in pursuance of section ten 1F77or 10A] of this Act; or 

(b) the paternity of the legitimated person IF78(or, as the case may be, the parentage 
of the legitimated person by virtue of section 43 of that Act),] has been 
established F79... by a decree of a court of competent jurisdiction; or 

(c) a declaration of the legitimacy of the legitimated person has been made under 
IF80section 45 of the M'Matrimonial Causes Act 1973][F81or section 56 of the 
Family Law Reform Act 1987], 

the Registrar General shall not authorise the re—registration unless information with a 
view to obtaining it is furnished by both parents. 

(2) Where the Registrar General believes any person to have become a legitimated person 
F74 on the marriage of his parents [F8Zor on their becoming civil partners of each 
other], and the parents or either of them fail to furnish within a period of three months 
from the date of the marriage [F83or of the formation of the civil partnership] such 
information, if any, as may be necessary to enable the Registrar General to authorise 
the re—registration of that person's birth, the Registrar General may at any time after 
the expiration of the said period require the parents or either of them to give him 
such information concerning the matter as he may consider necessary, verified in such 
manner as he may direct, and for that purpose to attend personally either at a registrar's 
office or at any other place appointed by him within such time, not being less than 
seven days after the receipt of the notice, as may be specified in the notice. 

F84(3)

(4) This section shall apply with the prescribed modifications in relation to births at sea 
of which a return is sent to the Registrar General. 

[F85(5) This section shall apply and be deemed always to have applied in relation to all 
persons recognised by the law of England and Wales as having been legitimated 
by the subsequent marriage of their parents whether or not their legitimation or the 
recognition thereof was effected under any enactment.] 

RLIT0002269_0017 



18 Births and Deaths Registration Act 1953 (c. 20) 
Part I- Registration of Births 

Document Generated: 2024-01-20 
Changes to legislation: Births and Deaths Registration .-let 1953 is up to date with all changes known to he in force on or 
before 20 January 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that hare been made 
appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes 

Textual Amendments 
F74 Words repealed by Legitimation (Re-registration of Birth) Act 1957 (c. 39), s. 1(2) 

F75 Words substituted by Family Law Reform Act 1987 (c. 42, SIF 49:7), s. 33(1), Seli. 2 pars. 1u(a; 

F76 Words in s. 14(1) inserted (6.4.2009 for specified purposes, 1.9.2009 in so far as not already in 

force) by Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 (c. 22), s. 68(2), Sch. 6 para. 9(2)(a); S.I. 

2009/479, art. 6(l)(e)(2) (with art. 7, Sch.) 

F77 Words inserted by (i;i)c n .',ci I 277 (c 1, Sch. 3 para. 13(3) 

F78 Words in s. 14(1) inserted (6.4.2009 for specified purposes, 1.9.2009 in so far as not already in 

force) by Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 (c. 22), s. 68(2), Sch. 6 para. 9(2)(b); S.I. 

20091479, art. 6(1)(e)(2) (with art. 7, Sch.) 

F79 Words repealed by Family Law Reform Act 1987 (c 4'', 71749:7) s. 33(.. ,,Sch. 2 para. 16(b) 

F80 Words substituted by virtue of Matrimonial Causes Act 19?: t I7) Seb. 1 p,era. 1(0) 

F81 Words added by Family Law Reform Act 1987 (c. 42, SIF , 5> 3 7cit 2 Pare. 1 r t ~) 

F82 Words in s. 14(2) inserted (6.4.2009 for specified purposes, 1.9.2009 in so Cr as not already in 

force) by Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 (c. 22), s. 6)11'), S'ch 6 pars. ), a,t n ); S.I. 

2009/479, art. 6(1)(e)(2) (with art, 7, Sch.) 

F83 Words in s. 14(2) inserted (6.4.2009 for specified purposes, 1.9.2009 in so far as not already in 

force) by Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 (c. 22), s. 68(2), Sch. 6 para. 9(31(b); S.I. 

20091479, art. 6(1)(e)(2) (with art. 7, Sch.) 

F84 Ss. 6(3), 7(2), 14(3). 21(2) repealed by S.1. 1968/1242, Sch, 2 

F85 S. 14(5) added by Leg::: awry ,v -< 's/:s tc L?, Salt. i para. 6 

Modifications etc. (not altering text) 

C5 S. 14 extended by Legitimation (Re-registration of Birth) Act 1957 (c. 39), s. 1(1), amended by 

Adoption Act 1958.  (7 & 8 Eliz. 2 c. 5), s. 27 and Adoption Act 1964 (c. 57), s. 3(4): amended by 

Adoption Act 1968.  (c. 53), s. 8(4) and Adoption Act 1976 (c. 36), s. 74(2), Sch. 1 

C6 S. 14 applied (with modifications) (4.4.2005) by Gender Recognition Act 2004 (c. 7), s. 26, Sch. 3 

para. 7(3); S.I. 2005/54, art. 2 

Marginal Citations 
M1 1973 c. 18. 

IF86
14A Re-registration after declaration of parentage. 

(1) Where, in the case of a person whose birth has been registered in England and Wales-
(a) the Registrar General receives, by virtue of section ]''55A(7) or 56(4)] of 

the m'Family Law Act 1986, a notification of the making of a declaration of 
parentage in respect of that person; and 

(b) it appears to him that the birth of that person should be re-registered, 

he shall authorise the re-registration of that person's birth, and the re-registration shall 
be effected in such manner and at such place as may be prescribed. 

(2) This section shall apply with the prescribed modifications in relation to births at sea 
of which a return is sent to the Registrar General.] 

Textual Amendments 
F86 S. 14A inserted by Family Law Reform Act 1987 (c. 42, SIF 49:7), s. 26 

F87 Words ins. 14A(1)(a) substituted (1.4.200 1) by 2000 c. 19, s. 83(5), Sch. 8 para. I (with s. 83(6)); S.I. 

2001/774, art. 2(c) 
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Modifications etc. (not altering text) 
C7 S. 14A applied (with modifications) (4.4,2005) by Gender Recognition Act 2004 (c. 7), s. 26, Sch. 3 

para. 7(3); S.I. 2005./54, art. 2 

Marginal Citations 
M2 1986 c.55 (49:7). 

PART II 

REGISTRATION OF DEATHS 

15 Particulars of deaths to be registered. 

19 

Subject to the provisions of this Part of this Act, the death of every person dying in 
England or Wales and the cause thereof shall be registered by the registrar of births 
and deaths for the sub—district in which the death occurred by entering in a register 
kept for that sub---district such particulars concerning the death as may be prescribed: 

Provided that where a dead body is found and no information as to the place of death is 
available, the death shall be registered by the registrar of births and deaths for the sub—
district in which the body is found. 

16 Information concerning death in a house. 

(1) The following provisions of this section shall have effect where a person dies in a 
house. 

(2) The following persons shall be qualified to give information concerning the death, 
that is to say—

(a) any relative of the deceased person present at the death or in attendance during 
his last illness; 

(b) any other relative of the deceased residing or being in the sub—district where 
the death occurred; 

(c) any person present at the death; 
(d) the occupier of the house if he knew of the happening of the death; 
(e) any inmate of the house who knew of the happening of the death; 
(f) the person causing the disposal of the body. 

(3) It shall be the duty—
(a) of the nearest relative such as is mentioned in paragraph (a) of the last 

foregoing subsection; or 
(b) if there is no such relative, of each such relative as is mentioned in 

paragraph (b) of that subsection; or 
(c) if there are no such relatives, of each such person as is mentioned in 

paragraph (c) or (d) of that subsection; or 
(d) if there are no such relatives or persons as aforesaid, of each such person as 

is mentioned in paragraph (e) or (f) of that subsection, 
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to give to the registrar, before the expiration of five days from the date of the death, 
information to the best of his knowledge and belief of the particulars required to be 
registered concerning the death, and in the presence of the registrar to sign the register: 

Provided that—
(i) the giving of information and the signing of the register by any one qualified 

informant shall act as a discharge of any duty under this subsection of every other 
qualified informant; 

(ii) [F88this subsection shall not have effect if an investigation is conducted under 
Part 1 of the 2009 Act into the death of the deceased person and has not been 
discontinued under section 4 of that Act (cause of death [F89becoming clear 
before inquest]).] 

Textual Amendments 
F88 Words in s. 16(3) substituted (25.72013) by Coroners and Justice Act 2009 (c. 25), s. 182(4)(e), Sch. 

2 i pa m . 5(m 
r 

(with s. 1 i); 3.1 0 i/ 1869, art. 2(o)(ii) 
F89 Words in s. 16(3) substituted (28.6.2022) by Judicial Review and Courts Act 2022 (c. 35), ss. 39(4)(b), 

51(3) 

17 Information concerning other deaths. 

(1) The following provisions of this section shall have effect where a person dies 
elsewhere than in a house or where a dead body is found and no information as to the 
place of death is available. 

(2) The following persons shall be qualified to give information concerning the death, 
that is to say—

(a) any relative of the deceased who has knowledge of any of the particulars 
required to be registered concerning the death; 

(b) any person present at the death; 
(c) any person finding or taking charge of the body; 
(d) any person causing the disposal of the body. 

(3) It shall be the duty—
(a) of each such relative as is mentioned in paragraph (a) of the last foregoing 

subsection; or 
(b) if there are no such relatives, of each other qualified informant, 

to give to the registrar, before the expiration of five days from the date of the death or 
of the finding of the body, such information of the particulars required to be registered 
concerning the death as the informant possesses, and in the presence of the registrar 
to sign the register: 

Provided that—
(i) the giving of information and the signing of the register by any one qualified 

informant shall act as a discharge of any duty under this subsection of every other 
qualified informant: 

(ii) 1F90this subsection shall not have effect if an investigation is conducted under 
Part 1 of the 2009 Act into the death of the deceased person and has not been 
discontinued under section 4 of that Act (cause of death [F91becoming clear 
before inquest]).] 
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21 

Textual Amendments 
F90 Words in s. 17(3) substituted (25.7.2013) by Coroners and Justice Act 2009 (c. 25), s. 182(4)(e), Sch. 

21 para. 9(3)(d) (with s. 1ld); S.I. 2013/1869, art. 2(o)(iii) 
F91 Words in s. 17(3) substituted (28.6.2022) by Judicial Review and Courts Act 2022 (c. 35), ss. 39(4)(c), 

51(3) 

18 Notice preliminary to information of death. 

If, before the expiration of five days from the date of the death or of the finding of 
the dead body of any person, a qualified informant of that person's death sends to 
the registrar a written notice of the occurrence of the death or of the finding of the 
body accompanied by a notice given under subsection (2) of section twenty—two of 
this Act of the signing of a certificate of the cause of death, the information of the 
particulars required to be registered concerning the death need not be given before the 
expiration of the said five days, but shall, notwithstanding the notice, be given before 
the expiration of fourteen days from the date aforesaid by the person giving the notice 
or by some other qualified informant. 

19 Registrar's power to require information concerning death. 

(1) Where, after the expiration of the relevant period from the date of the death or finding 
of the dead body of any person, the death of that person has, owing to the default of the 
persons required to give information concerning it, not been registered, the registrar 
may by notice in writing require any qualified informant—

(a) to attend personally at the registrar's office, or at some other place appointed 
by the registrar within his sub—district, before such date (being not less than 
seven days after the receipt of the notice nor more than twelve months from 
the date of the death or of the finding of the body) as may be specified in the 
notice; and 

(b) to give information to the best of the informant's knowledge and belief of the 
particulars required to be registered concerning the death; and 

(c) to sign the register in the presence of the registrar: 

Provided that any such requirement shall cease to have effect if, before the date 
specified in the notice and before the person to whom the notice is given complies 
with it, either—

(i) the death is duly registered; or 
(ii) IF92an investigation under Part 1 of the 2009 Act is conducted into the death of 

the deceased person and has not been discontinued under section 4 of that Act] 

(2) In this section, the expression "the relevant period" means—
(a) where notice has been duly given to the registrar in accordance with the last 

foregoing section, fourteen days; 
(b) in any other case, five days. 

Textual Amendments 
F92 Words in s. 19(1) substituted (25.7.2013) by Coroners and Justice Act 2009 (c. 25), s. 182(4)(e), Sch. 

21 para. 11(3) (with s. 180); S.I. 2013/1869, art. 2(o)(iv) 
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20 Registration of death free of charge. 

Where the registrar receives personally from any qualified informant, at any time 
before the expiration of twelve months from the date of the death or finding of the dead 
body of any person, information of the particulars required to be registered concerning 
that person's death, then, so soon as he has received any particulars required to be 
registered concerning the cause of death which are required to be given by any person 
other than the informant, he shall forthwith register the death and the particulars, if not 
previously registered, in the prescribed form and manner without any fee or reward 
from the informant: 

F93 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Textual Amendments 
F93 S. 20 proviso repealed by S.I. 1968/1242, Seh. 2 

21 Registration of death after twelve months. 

(1) After the expiration of twelve months from the date of the death or finding of the 
dead body of any person, the death of that person shall not be registered except with 
the written authority of the Registrar General and in such manner and subject to such 
conditions as may be prescribed, and the fact that the authority of the Registrar General 
has been obtained shall be entered in the register. 

(2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F94 

(3) Any person who registers any death, or causes any death to be registered, in 
contravention of this section shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding ]F95level 1 on the standard scale]. 

Textual Amendments 
F94 Ss. 6(3), 7(2), 14(3), 21(2) repealed by S.I. 1968/1242, Sch. 2 
F95 Words substituted by virtue of Criminal Justice Act 1982 (c. 48, SIF 39:1), s. 46 

22 Certificates of cause of death. 

(1) In the case of the death of any person who has been attended during his last illness 
by a registered medical practitioner, that practitioner shall sign a certificate in the 
prescribed form stating to the best of his knowledge and belief the cause of death and 
shall forthwith deliver that certificate to the registrar. 

(2) On signing a certificate of the cause of death under the foregoing subsection the 
medical practitioner shall give in the prescribed form to some qualified informant of 
the death notice in writing of the signing of the certificate, and that person shall, except 
where an inquest is held 96. . . touching the death of the deceased person, deliver the 
said notice to the registrar. 

(3) ]F97Except where an inquest is held into the death of the deceased person or a post—
mortem examination of his body is made under section 19 of the Coroners Act 1988], 
a registrar to whom a certificate of cause of death is delivered under subsection (1) 
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of this section shall enter in the register the cause of death as stated in the certificate, 
together with the name of the certifying medical practitioner. 

(4) The Registrar General shall from time to time furnish to every registrar printed forms 
of the certificates required to be signed by registered medical practitioners under 
subsection (1) of this section, and every registrar shall furnish such forms free of 
charge to any registered medical practitioner residing or practising in that registrar's 
sub—district. 

Textual Amendments 
F96 Words repealed by Coroners Act 1980.  (c. 38, SIF 33), Sch. 2 

F97 Words substituted by Coroners Act 1988 (c. 13, SIF 33), s. 36(1), sch. 3 para. 3 

23 Furnishing of information by coroner. 

F98(1) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

["(2) Where there has been an investigation under Part 1 of the 2009 Act into a death and 
the senior coroner sends to the registrar a certificate giving information concerning the 
death, including the particulars found under section 10(1)(b) of that Act, the registrar 
shall in the prescribed form and manner register the death and those particulars; and, 
if the death has been previously registered, those particulars shall be entered in the 
prescribed manner without any alteration of the original entry. 

(2ZA) Where under section 40(8)(a)(i) of the 2009 Act the Chief Coroner amends a finding 
under section 10(1)(b) of that Act and sends to the registrar a certificate setting out the 
amended particulars, the registrar shall in the prescribed form and manner register the 
amended particulars without any alteration of the original entry.] 

[Floo(2A) Where—
(a) an investigation under Part 1 of the 2009 Act into a death is suspended under 

Schedule 1 to that Act, and 
(b) the senior coroner sends to the registrar a certificate stating the particulars 

required by this Act to be registered concerning the death (so far as they have 
been ascertained at the date of the certificate), 

the registrar shall in the prescribed form and manner register the death and those 
particulars. 

(2B) Where—
(a) an investigation under Part 1 of the 2009 Act into a death is suspended under 

paragraph 2 of Schedule 1 to that Act (suspension where certain criminal 
proceedings brought), and 

(b) the senior coroner sends to the registrar a certificate—
(i) stating the result of the proceedings in respect of the charge or 

charges by reason of which the investigation was suspended, or of any 
proceedings that had to be concluded before the investigation could 
be resumed, or 

(ii) setting out any changes or additions to the particulars mentioned in 
subsection (2A) of this section, 

the registrar shall in the prescribed form and manner register the result of those 
proceedings, or the changes or additions, without any alteration of the original entry. 
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(2C) Where—
(a) an investigation under Part 1 of the 2009 Act into a death is suspended under 

paragraph 3 of Schedule 1 to that Act (suspension pending inquiry), and 
(b) the senior coroner sends to the registrar a certificate—

(i) stating the findings of the inquiry by reason of which the investigation 
was suspended, 

(ii) stating the result of any proceedings that had to be concluded before 
the investigation could be resumed, or 

(iii) setting out any changes or additions to the particulars mentioned in 
subsection (2A) of this section, 

the registrar shall in the prescribed form and manner register the findings of that 
inquiry, or the result of those proceedings, or the changes or additions, without any 
alteration of the original entry.] 

(3) 1F101 FF1o2Where an investigation is discontinued under section 4 of the 2009 Act by 
reason of an examination under section 14 of that Act (post-mortem examinations) 
and the senior coroner sends to the registrar a certificate stating] the cause of death as 
disclosed by the report of the person making the examination,] the registrar shall in 
the prescribed form and manner make an entry thereof in the register accordingly. 

Textual Amendments 
F98 S. 23(1) repealed by Coroners Act 1988 (c. 13, SIF 33), s. 36(l)(2), Sch. 3 para. 4(1), Sch. 4 
F99 S. 23(2)(27,A) substituted fors. 23(2) (25.7.2013 for specified purposes) byCoroners and Justice Act 

2009 (c. 25), s 182(4)(e, Suit, 21 pat ..¢, 15(2) (with s. 180); S.I. 2013/1869, art. 2(o)(vi) 
F100 S. 23(2A)-(2C) substituted fors, 23(2A) (25.7.2013) by Coroners and Justice Act 2009 (c. 25), s. 

i 2 t(_r,Sala :f lasr k. 1 (3))(withs. 180); Si. 2u1.3/1869, art. 2(o)(v) 
F101 Words substituted by Cr :or - us Act 1988 (c. 13, SIF 33), s. 36(1), Sch. 3 para. 4(4) 
F102 Words in s. 23(3) substituted (25.7.2013) by Coroners and Justice Act 2009 (c. 25), s. 182(4)(e), Sch. 

21 para. 15(4) (with s. 180); 5.1. 2013/1869, art. 2(o)(v) 

IF10323A Giving of information concerning a death to a person other than the registrar 

(1) Subject to subsection (2) of this section, any person required by or under this Act to 
give information to the registrar of the particulars required to be registered concerning 
a death may give that information by making and signing in the presence of and 
delivering to such officer as may be prescribed a declaration in writing. 

(2) A declaration shall not be made under this section unless the officer in whose presence 
the declaration is to be made has in his possession—

(a) if no post-mortem examination of the deceased person's body is made by 
virtue of section 19 of the Coroners Act 1988 F104 a copy of the certificate 
delivered to the registrar under subsection (1) of section 22 of this Act; or 

(b) if a post-mortem examination of the deceased person's body is so made, a copy 
of the certificate delivered to the registrar under subsection (3) of section 23 
of this Act; 

and the registrar shall, if so requested by the officer in whose presence the declaration 
is to be made, supply to that officer a copy of the certificate mentioned in paragraph (a) 
or, as the case may be, paragraph (b) of this subsection. 
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(3) The officer in whose presence a declaration is made under this section shall send the 
declaration to the registrar who shall in the prescribed manner enter the death in the 
register. 

(4) An entry made under the last foregoing subsection shall be deemed for the purposes 
of this Act to have been signed by the person who signed the declaration and a person 
making a declaration under this section shall be deemed to have given information 
concerning the death to the registrar and to have complied with any requirement of 
the registrar made under this Act to attend and give that information. 

(5) Where the person by whom a declaration under this section is made is a relative of the 
deceased person, he shall be deemed, for the purposes of determining his qualification 
to give the information given by making the declaration, to be in the sub-district where 
the death occurred. 

(6) A person who, upon making a declaration under this section, delivers to the officer 
in whose presence the declaration is made the notice to be delivered to the registrar 
under subsection (2) of section 22 of this Act shall be deemed to have delivered that 
notice to the registrar. 

Textual Amendments 
F103 S. 23A inserted (1.4.1997) by S.I. 1996/2395, art. 3 

F104 1988 c.13. 

24 Certificates as to registration of death.] 

(1) The registrar, upon registering any death, shall forthwith give to the person giving 
information concerning the death a certificate 1FIO5in writing] that he has registered 
the death; but may, before registering the death and subject to such conditions as may 
be prescribed, upon receiving written notice of the occurrence of a death in respect 
of which he has received a certificate under section twenty—two of this Act, give to 
the person sending the notice, if required to do so, a certificate under his hand that he 
has received notice of the death; and any certificate given under this subsection shall 
be given without fee: 

Provided that the registrar shall not issue any such certificate in any case in which he 
is satisfied that a coroner's order has been issued authorising the disposal of the body. 

(2) Where the body of a deceased person has been removed into England or Wales from 
some place outside both those countries for disposal, and no order has been given by 
a coroner in respect thereof, the registrar of the sub—district in which it is intended to 
dispose of the body, if it appears that the death is not required by law to be registered 
in England or Wales, shall, upon application by the person procuring the disposal . . . 
F106 give a certificate to that effect in the prescribed form. 

(3) A person to whom any certificate issued by the registrar under this section is delivered 
shall transmit it to the person effecting the disposal of the body of the deceased person. 

(4) A registrar by whom a certificate has been given under this section may, upon receiving 
a satisfactory explanation of any circumstances by reason of which the certificate is 
not available for the purposes of the enactments relating to the disposal of the bodies 
of dead persons, issue . . . F106 a duplicate thereof either to the person to whom the 
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original certificate was given or to the person effecting the disposal of the body; and 
any such duplicate certificate shall be in a distinctive form. 

(5) Where, on the expiration of the prescribed period after the issue in respect of any 
deceased person of a certificate under this section or of a coroner's order authorising 
the disposal of the body, no notification as to the date, place and means of disposal 
of the body has been received by the registrar from the person effecting its disposal, 
the registrar shall make enquiry of the person to whom the certificate or order was 
issued and it shall be the duty of that person to give information to the best of his 
knowledge and belief (F107as to any person to whom the certificate or order has been 
given or sent], the place in which the body is lying, or, if the body has been disposed 
of, the person effecting the disposal. 

(6) In this section, the expression "person effecting the disposal" means the person by 
whom or whose officer the register in which the disposal is to be recorded is kept, 
except that, in the case of a burial under the M3Burial Laws Amendment Act 1880, or 
section four of the M4Welsh Church (Burial Grounds) Act 1945, in the churchyard or 
graveyard of a parish or ecclesiastical district, it shall be construed as referring to the 
relative, friend or legal personal representative having charge of or being responsible 
for the burial of the deceased person. 

Textual Amendments 
F103 S. 23A inserted (1.4.1997) by S.I. 1996/2395, art. 3 
F105 Words in s. 24(l) substituted (1.12.2021) by The Births and Deaths Registration (Electronic 

Communications and Electronic Storage) Order 2021 (S.I. 2021/1231), arts. 1(2), 3(4)(a) 
F106 Words repealed by S.I. 1968/1242, Sch. 2 
F107 Words in s. 24(5) substituted (1.12.2021) by The Births and Deaths Registration (Electronic 

Communications and Electronic Storage) Order 2021 (S.1. 2021/1231), arts. 1(2), 3(4)(b) 

Marginal Citations 
M3 1880c.41. 
M4 1945 c. 27. 

PART III 

GENERAL 

Registers, certified copies, etc. 

25 Provision of registers, etc., by Registrar General. 

Registers of live-births, still-births and deaths shall be in such form as may be 
respectively prescribed, and the Registrar General shall provide any such registers, 
and any of the forms hereafter mentioned for making certified copies of entries in 
registers, which may be required for the purposes of this Act. 

26 Quarterly returns to be made by registrar to superintendent registrar. 

(1) Every registrar shall in the months of January, April, July and October on such days 
as may be appointed by the Registrar General—
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(a) make and deliver to the superintendent registrar in the prescribed form a true 
copy, certified by him in the prescribed manner, ofall the entries of live—births, 
still—births and deaths made in the registers kept by him during the period of 
three months ending with the last day of the month immediately preceding 
that in which the copy is required by this subsection to be made; 

(b) if no live—birth, still—birth or death has been registered in his sub—district 
during that period Flos[F1o9 

(i) deliver to the superintendent registrar ('"0a certificate in the 
prescribed form to that effect.] 

F111 •• 
) 

(1A) The duty imposed by subsection (1)(a) of this section does not apply, as regards any 
particular three-month period, to any registrar who provides the relevant information 
to the superintendent registrar in an approved electronic form within the time allowed. 

[Flll(1B)] For [F13the purposes of subsection (1A)] — 
(a) the relevant information is the information contained in each entry mentioned 

in subsection (l)(a) of this section made during the three-month period in 
question; and 

(b) the time allowed, in relation to each such entry, is the period of seven days 
beginning with the day on which the entry is made. 

(2) Where a certified copy is delivered to the superintendent registrar under 
IF14subsection (1) of this section], the superintendent registrar shall verify the copy 
and, if the copy is found to be correct, shall certify it IF15in writing] to be a true 
copy; and where a certificate that there have been no registrations is so delivered, the 
superintendent registrar shall countersign the certificate.] 

(F116(3) Where the superintendent registrar is provided with any certificate or information in 
electronic form under subsection (1)(b)(ii) or (1A) of this section he shall if satisfied 
of its authencity apply an electronic signature to it. 

(4) In this section—
F117 

F117 

"three-month period" means any such period of three months as is 
mentioned in subsection (1) of this section.] 

Textual Amendments 
F108 Word in s. 2t r , u j omitted (1.12.2021) by virtue of The Births and Deaths Registration (Electronic 

t.'a m"unicanor, and FI nctmrrsic rigs) t irder 2021 (S.1. 2021/1231), arts. 1(2), 3(5)(a)(i) 
F109 Words in s. 26(1)(b)(1A)(2) substituted for words in s. 26(1xb) (13.11.2006) by The Registration of 

Births and Deaths (Electronic Communications and Electronic Storage) Order 2006 (S.I. 2006/2809), 

arts. 1(l),3(2) 

F110 Words in s. 26(l)(b) substituted (1.12.2021) by The Births and Deaths Registration (Electronic 
1. ail niuHHicationsandElectronicSt raay)(t:de=2021(S.I.2021/1231),arts.1(2),3(5)(a)(ii) 

Fill 2._E .,t'sj(ii) omitted (1.12.2021) by virtue of /he Births and Deaths Registration (Electronic 
Conmiiu maaui aad Electronic Staragc) Order 2021 (5.1. 2021/1231), arts. 1(2), 3(5)(a)(iii) 

F112 S. 26(2) renumbered as s. 26(1B) (16.11.2009) by The Registration of Marriages etc. (Electronic 
Communications and Electronic Storage) Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/2821), arts. 1(1), 15 

F113 Words in s. 26(1B) substituted (16.11.2009) by The Registration of Marriages etc. (Electronic 
Communications and Electronic Storage) Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/2821), arts. 1(1), 15 
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F114 Words in s. 26(2) substituted (I3.11.2006) by The Registration of FIirt 4 and 1`caths (Electronic 
Communications and Electronic Storage) Order 2006 (S.I. 2006-, .~J1 i aE t . t , i i, 3(:16 

F115 Words in s. 26(2) substituted (1,12.2021) by The Births and Deaths R rst,a,h si i tar:.:5/IC 

Communications and Electronic Storage) Order 2021 (S.I. 2021/1231), arts. 1(2), (:IlBlmi 
F116 S. 26(3)(4) inserted (13.11.2006) by The Registration of Births and Deaths (Electronic 

Communications and Electronic Storage) Order 2006 (S.I. 2006/2809), arts. 1(1), 3(4) 
F117 Words in s. 26(4) omitted (1.12.2021) by virtue of The Births and Deaths Registration (Electronic 

Communications and Electronic Storage) Order 2021 (S.1. 2021/1231), arts. 1(2), 3(5)(c) 

27 Quarterly returns by superintendent registrar to Registrar General. 

[F18(1)] Every superintendent registrar shall four times in every year, on such days as may be 
appointed by the Registrar General, [F" yeither—

(a) send to the Registrar General all certified copies of entries in registers of live-
births, still-births or deaths which he has received during the three months 
immediately preceding the days so appointed respectively, or 

(b) provide the Registrar General with the information contained in those entries 
in an electronic form approved by the Registrar General; 

and if the necessary copies have not been duly delivered to him, or the necessary 
information has not been duly provided to him,] the superintendent registrar shall 
procure, as far as is possible consistently with the provisions of this Act, that the 
deficiency is remedied. 

1F120(2) If the Registrar General receives any copies under subsection (1)(a) of this section, he 
may store the information contained in those copies in the electronic form approved 
by him for the purposes of subsection (l)(b) of this section.] 

Textual Amendments 
F118 S. 27(1): s. 27 renumbered as s. 27(1) (13.11.2006) by The Registration of Births and Deaths 

(Electronic Communications and Electronic Storage) Order 2006 (S.I. 200612809) arts. 1(1), 4(2) 
F119 Words in s. 27(1) substituted (13.11.2006) by The Registration of Births and Deaths (Electronic 

Communications and Electronic Storagc) Crdcr 2006 (S.1. 2006/2809), arts. l(1), 4(3) 
F120 S. 27(2) inserted (13.11.2006) by 11w i'. :aiw:i "f Birth sad l:caths (Electronic Communications 

and Electronic Storage) Order 2 6 i 0 ts.  s r ii 

28 Custody of registers, etc. 

(1) Every registrar shall keep safely all registers of live—births, still—births and deaths 
which are in his custody and, when not in use, the registers shall be kept in the register 
box provided for the purpose by the Registrar General. 

(2) When a register of live—births or a register of deaths is filled, the registrar shall deliver 
it to the superintendent registrar to be kept by him with the records of his office. 

(3) When a register of still—births is filled, the registrar shall deliver it to the superintendent 
registrar, who shall forward it to the Registrar General. 

(4) The certified copies Ftzt p [ , or information in electronic form, sent or provided] to the 
Registrar General under the last foregoing section and the registers forwarded to him 
under the last foregoing subsection shall be kept in the General Register Office in such 
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order and manner as the Registrar General, subject to any directions of the Minister, 
may think fit: 

Provided that where a filled register of still—births has been forwarded to the Registrar 
General he may destroy any certified copies of entries therein previously sent to him. 

Textual Amendments 
F121 Word in s. 28(4) substituted (13.11.2006) by The Registration ci ii -ths and Deaths (Electronic 

i_(7ixr_13Gil1i;HtiU1 euu11a,,[rorsiu ,cor-a&ciChdEr_3t. .`' . .. ... Zis(DA),arts. 1(1),5

Modifications etc. (not altering text) 
C8 S. 28: functions of the Secretary of State transferred (1.4.1996) by S.I. 1996i273, art. 3(1), Sch. I 

p. sr, , 8(a) 

C9 S. 28(4): transfer of functions (3.4.2008) by The Transfer of Functions (Registration) Order 2008 (5.1. 

2008i078), art. 1(2), Sch. 1 para. 6(a) (with art. 4) 

29 Correction of errors in registers. 

(1) No alteration shall be made in any register of live—births, still—births or deaths except 
as authorised by this or any other Act. 

(2) Any clerical error which may from time to time be discovered in any such register 
may, in the prescribed manner and subject to the prescribed conditions, be corrected 
by any person authorised in that behalf by the Registrar General. 

(3) An error of fact or substance in any such register may be corrected by entry in the 
margin (without any alteration of the original entry) by the officer having the custody 
of the register, F122. . . and upon production to him by that person of a statutory 
declaration setting forth the nature of the error and the true facts of the case made by 
two qualified informants of the birth or death with reference to which the error has been 
made, or in default of two qualified informants then [Ft2seither] by two credible persons 
having knowledge of the truth of the case [F124or, where it applies, in accordance with 
section 29A of this Act]. 

[Ft2s(3A) In the case of a death in relation to which the registrar has been given a confirmed 
attending practitioner's certificate, or a medical examiner's certificate, in accordance 
with regulations under section 20 of the 2009 Act—

(a) no correction under subsection (3) of this section relating to the cause of death 
may be made without the approval of the medical examiner concerned; 

(b) any error of fact or substance relating to the cause of death in a register of 
deaths may be corrected by entry in the margin (without any alteration of 
the original entry) by the officer having the custody of the register on being 
notified by the medical examiner of the nature of the error and the true facts 
of the case. 

(3B) In the case of a death in relation to which an investigation under Part i of the 2009 
Act has been discontinued under section 4 of that Act (cause of death (F126becoming 
clear before inquest])—

(a) no correction under subsection (3) of this section relating to the cause of death 
may be made without the approval of the senior coroner concerned; 

(b) any error of fact or substance relating to the cause of death in a register of 
deaths may be corrected by entry in the margin (without any alteration of 
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the original entry) by the officer having the custody of the register on being 
notified by the senior coroner of the nature of the error and the true facts of 
the case.] 

IF117(4) Where—
(a) an error of fact or substance (other than an error relating to the cause of death) 

occurs in the information given by a coroner's certificate concerning F118... a 
death [Fu9into which he has conducted an investigation under Part 1 of the 
2009 Act (other than one that has been discontinued under section 4 of that 
Act)]; F130 .. 

F130(b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ] . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

the coroner, if satisfied by evidence on oath or statutory declaration that such an error 
exists, may certify [F131in writing] to the officer having the custody of the register in 
which the information is entered the nature of the error and the true facts of the case as 
ascertained by him on that evidence, and the error may thereupon be corrected by that 
officer in the register by entering in the margin (without any alteration of the original 
entry) the facts as so certified by the coroner. 

Textual Amendments 
F122 Words repealed by S.I. 1968/1242, Sch. 2 

F123 Word in s. 29(3) inserted (24.7.2002) by The Deregulation (Correction of Birth and Death Entries in 
Registers or Other Records) Order 2002 (S.I. 2002/1419), art. 2(I 5a) 

F124 Words in s. 29(3) inserted (24.7.2002) by I I c teregulation Cowcsiimm ui itirth and Death Entries in 
Re i:stcrs or Other Rcc 1 `.. t-Oid rMe'.' 3 1i:0 '11191 sri, .'(i i. . 

F125 S. 29(3A)(33) inserted (25.7.2013 for specified purposes) hylumners and Justice Act 2009 (c. 25), s. 
1 -i( Sr 3t,. 21 pars. 18t2) (with s. ` C); 5.1. 2013:1 hi a:i. w(o)(vii) 

F126 Words in /(33) substituted (28.6.2022) by Judicial Review and Courts Act 2022 (c. 35), ss. 39(4) 
(1), 51(3) 

F127 Words substituted by Criminal Law Act 1977 (c. 45), Sch, 12 

F128 Words repealed by Coroners Act 1980 (c. 38, S'.ls 23), Sets. 2 

F129 Words in s. 29(4)(a) substituted (25.7.2013) by C sod Justice Ac[ 2009 (c. 25), s. 182(4)(e), 
Scl1. 21 para. 18(3) (with s. 1 , i t  ` l. .' ;' sO, art. 2(0)(vii1) 

F130 S. 29(4)(b) and word repealed (25.7.2013) by Coroners and Justice Act 2Ct39 (c. 25), s. 182(4)(c), Sch. 
21 para. 18(4), Sch. 23 1't. 1 (with s. 180); S.I. 2013/1869, art. 2(o)(viii) 

F131 Words in s. 29(4) substituted (1.12.2021) by The Births and Deaths Registration (Electronic 

Communications and Electronic Storage) Order 2021 (S.l. 2021/1231), arts. 1(2), 3(6) 

IF13229A Alternative procedure for certain corrections. 

(1) This section applies where, in an entry in a register of live-births, still-births or deaths, 
a person is wrongly shown as [F133—

(a) the father of the person to whose birth or death the entry relates; or 
(b) a parent of that person (having been so registered on the basis of being such 

a parent by virtue of 42, 43 or 46(1) or (2) of the Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology Act 2008).] 

(2) Where this section applies, the statutory declaration required by section 29(3) of this 
Act may be made—

(a) in default of two qualified informants, by one qualified informant of the birth 
or death to which the entry relates; 
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(b) in default of any qualified informant, by one credible person having 
knowledge of the truth of the case. 

(3) Such a statutory declaration must be accompanied by documentary evidence of a 
finding that the person shown as the father was not the father IF134or, as the case may 
be, that the person shown as a parent was not such a parent by virtue of 42, 43 or 46(1) 
or (2) of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 20081 . 

(4) But subsection (5) applies if it appears to the officer having custody of the register 
that the only evidence on which the finding was made was that of the person making 
the statutory declaration. 

(5) In that case, the officer may correct the error only if satisfied that another person, who 
is either a qualified informant or a credible person having knowledge of the truth of 
the case, has (whether before or since the making of the declaration) confirmed the 
material facts stated in the declaration. 

(6) "Finding" means a finding made expressly in judicial proceedings in the United 
Kingdom or elsewhere.] 

Textual Amendments 
F132 S. 29A inserted (24.7.2002) by The Deregulation (Correction of Birth and Death Entries in Registers 

or C) ic3 .t.ec ora t ('=de 2062 t r.1. 2002/1419), art. 2(2) 

F133 Words in s. 29A( 1) substituted (6.4 2009 for specified purposes, 1.9.2009 in so far as not already in 

force) by iaemur 6u  ttle...n rl I nibr, k yr Act 2008 (c. 22), s. 6Th:;, Feb. 6 pate. . 1012). 2.€. 
2009 179. c,I 'i (with crt. 7. Felt.) 

F134 Words in s. 29A(3) inserted (6.4,2009 for specified purposes, 1.9.2009 in so far as not already in force) 

by Human Fcrtif -mt1w amid?n rye b eeAh L 2008 c.22't,s.6.,(2'..SS€ls,6parra. Ii0(3).5.1.21)09--1179, 

art. 6(l)(e)(2 (ssith art. , S. h,) 

Searches and Certificates 

30 Searches of indexes kept by Registrar General. 

(1) The Registrar General shall cause indexes of all certified copies of entries in registers 
sent to him under this Act or under any enactment repealed by this Act to be made 
and kept in the General Register Office. 

1F135(1A) The Registrar General shall cause an index to be made and kept in the General Register 
Office of the entries in the register kept by him under section 3A of this Act.] 

(2) Any person shall be entitled to search the said indexes at any time when the General 
Register Office is open for that purpose, and to have a certified copy of any entry in 
the said certified copies F136 

3) The foregoing provisions of this section shall not apply to certified copies of entries in 
registers of still—births, but the Registrar General may, if he sees fit in any particular 
case F137.... cause a search to be made for, and allow any person to have a certified 
copy of, any entry in any such certified copies or in any filled register of still—births 
which has been forwarded to him. 

1F138(4) A reference in this section to a certified copy of an entry sent to the Registrar General 
I includes a reference to information contained in such an entry provided to him in an 
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electronic form approved by him: and a reference to an entry in any such certified 
copy shall be construed accordingly.] 

Textual Amendments 
F135 S. 30(1A) inserted by Children. Act 1975 (c. 72), Sch. 3 para. 13(4) 
F136 Words in s. 30(2) omitted (12.7.2016) by virtue of Immigration Act 2016 (c. 19), s. 94(1), Sch. 15 

para. 23(a); S.I. 2016/603, reg. 3(w) 
F137 Words in s. 30(3) omitted (12.7.2016) by virtue of Immigration Act 2016 (c. 19), s. 94(1), Seh. 15 

para. 23(b); S.I. 2016/603, reg. 3(w) 
F138 S. 30(4) inserted (13.11.2006) by The Registration of Births and Deaths (Electronic Communications 

and Electronic Storage) Order 2006 (S.I. 2006/2809), arts. 1(1), 6 

Modifications etc. (not altering text) 
C10 S. 30(1)(2) extended with modifications by S.I. 1982/1526, art. 2, Sch. I Pts. 1,11 

31 Searches of indexes kept by superintendent registrars. 

(1) Every superintendent registrar shall cause indexes of the registers of live—births and 
registers of deaths in his register office to be made and to be kept with the other records 
of that office, and the Registrar General shall supply to every superintendent registrar 
suitable forms for the making of such indexes. 

(2) Any person shall be entitled at any time when the register office is required to be open 
for the transaction of public business to search the said indexes, and to have a certified 
copy of any entry in the said registers [F139issued by] the superintendent registrar F'4°... 

Textual Amendments 
F139 Words ins. 31(2) substituted (1.12.2021) by The Births and Deaths Registration (Electronic 

Communications and Electronic Storage) Order 2021 (S.I. 2021/1231), arts. 1(2), 3(7) 
F140 Words in s. 31(2) omitted (12.7.2016) by virtue of Immigration Act 2016 (c. 19), s. 94(1), Sch. 15 

para. 24; S.I. 2016/603, reg. 3(w) 

32 Searches in registers kept by registrars. 

Every registrar shall at any time when his office is required to be open for the 
transaction of public business allow searches to be made in any register of births or 
register of deaths in his keeping,and shallgive a copy certified F141b the re istrar g F142 [ Y g I 
of any entry therein 

Provided that this section shall not apply in relation to a register of still—births except as 
the registrar may, with the consent of the Registrar General, in any particular case allow. 

Textual Amendments 
F141 Words in s. 32 substituted (1.12.2021) by The Births and Deaths Registration (Electronic 

Communications and Electronic Storage) Order 2021 (S.I. 2021/1231), arts. 1(2), 3(8) 
F142 Words in s. 32 omitted (12.7.2016) by virtue of Immigration Act 2016.  (c. 19), s. 94(1), Sch. 15 para. 

25; S.I. 2016/603, reg. 3(w) 
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33 Short certificate of birth. 

33 

(1) Any person shall, F143... on furnishing the prescribed particulars, be entitled to obtain 
from the Registrar General, a superintendent registrar or a registrar a short certificate 
of the birth of any person. 

(2) Any such certificate shall be in the prescribed form and shall be compiled in the 
prescribed manner from the records and registers in the custody of the Registrar 
General, or from the registers in the custody of the superintendent registrar or registrar, 
as the case may be, and shall contain such particulars as may be prescribed: 

Provided that any particulars prescribed in addition to name, surname, sex and date 
of birth shall not include any particulars relating to parentage or adoption contained 
in any such records or registers. 

Textual Amendments 
F143 Words in s. 33(1) omitted (12.7.2016) by virtue of Immigration Act 2016 (c. 19), s. 94(1), Seh. 15 

para. 26; S.I. 2016/603, reg. 3(w) 

Modifications etc. (not altering text) 
C11 S. 33 excluded by S.i. ii i7~2G35, reg. 63(1) 
C12 S. 33(1) extended (with modifications) by S.I. 1982/1526, art. 2, Sch. 1 Pts. 1,11 
C13 S. 33(2) extended (with modifications) by S.I. 1982/1526, art. 2, Seh. 1 Pt. I 

34 Entry in register as evidence of birth or death. 

(1) The following provisions of this section shall have effect in relation to entries in 
registers under this Act or any enactment repealed by this Act. 

(2) An entry or a certified copy of an entry of a birth or death in a register, or in a certified 
copy of a register, shall not be evidence of the birth or death unless the entry purports 
to be signed by some person professing to be the informant and to be such a person 
as might be [F144required or permitted by law] at the date of the entry to give to the 
registrar information concerning that birth or death: 

Provided that this subsection shall not apply—

(a) in relation to an entry of a birth which, not being an entry signed by a person 
professing to be a superintendent registrar, purports to have been made with 
the authority of the Registrar General; or 

(b) in relation to an entry of a death which purports to have been made upon a 
certificate from a coroner; or 

(c) in relation to an entry of a birth or death which purports to have been made 
in pursuance of the enactments with respect to the registration of births and 
deaths at sea. 

IF14s(d) in relation to the re—registration of a birth under section 9(5) of this Act]. 

(3) Where more than three months have intervened between the date of the birth of any 
child or the date when any living new—born child IF146or still—born child] was found 
exposed and the date of the registration of the birth of that child, the entry or a certified 
copy of the entry of the birth of the child in the register, or in a certified copy of the 
register, shall not be evidence of the birth unless—

EF147(a) if it appears that not more than 12 months have so intervened—
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(i) the original entry was made after the commencement of paragraph 7 
of Schedule 6 to the Welfare Reform Act 2009, or 

(ii) the entry purports either to be signed by the superintendent registrar 
as well as by the registrar or to have been made with the authority of 
the Registrar General;] 

(b) if more than twelve months have so intervened, the entry purports to have 
been made with the authority of the Registrar General: 

Provided that this subsection shall not apply in any case where the original entry in the 
register was made before the first day of January, eighteen hundred and seventy—five. 

(4) Where more than twelve months have intervened between the date of the death or 
of the finding of the dead body of any person and the date of the registration of that 
person's death, the entry or a certified copy of the entry of the death in the register, or 
in a certified copy of the register, shall not be evidence of the death unless the entry 
purports to have been made with the authority of the Registrar General: 

Provided that this subsection shall not apply in any case where the original entry in the 
register was made before the first day of January, eighteen hundred and seventy—five. 

(5) A certified copy of an entry in a register or in a certified copy of a register shall be 
deemed to be a true copy notwithstanding that it is made on a form different from 
that on which the original entry was made if any differences in the column headings 
under which the particulars appear in the original entry and the copy respectively are 
differences of form only and not of substance. 

(6) The Registrar General shall cause any certified copy of an entry given in the General 
Register Office to be sealed or stamped with the seal of that Office; and, subject to the 
foregoing provisions of this section, any certified copy of an entry purporting to be 
sealed or stamped with the said seal shall be received as evidence of the birth or death 
to which it relates without any further or other proof of the entry, and no certified copy 
purporting to have been given in the said Office shall be of any force or effect unless 
it is sealed or stamped as aforesaid. 

Textual Amendments 
F144 Words substituted by Family Law Reform Act 1987 (c. 42, SIF 49:7), s. 33(1), Sch. 2 para. 17 
F145 S. 34(2)(d) added by Children Act 1975 (c. 72), Sch. 3 para. 13(5)(a) 
F146 Words inserted by Children Act 1975 (c. 72), Sch. 3 para. 13(5)(b) 
F147 S. 34(3)(a) substituted (28.5.2012) by Welfare Reform Act 2009 (c. 24), s. 61(3), Sch. 6 para. 14; S.I. 

2012/1256, art. 2(2)(b) 

Modifications etc. (not altering text) 
C14 S. 34(5)(6) extended with modifications by S.1. 1982/1526, art. 2, Sch. I Pts, 1, 1I, Ill 

C15 S. 34(5) applied (4,4.2005) by Gender Recognition Act 2004 (c. 7), s. 26, Sch. 3 para. 10(1); S.I. 
00_'. 54, art. 2 

C16 S. 34(5) applied (1.10.2014) by Presumption of Death Act 2013 (c. 13), S. 22(2), Sch. 1 para. 3(5) 
(with s. 21); S.I. 2014/1810, art. 2 

IFt4834A Searches and records of information: additional provision 

(1) The Minister may make regulations for the purpose of enabling the Registrar 
G eneral—
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(a) to carry out, on request, a search to find out whether the Registrar General's 
certified copies contain a particular entry; 

(b) to provide, on request, a record of information contained in an entry in the 
Registrar General's certified copies, otherwise than in the form of a certified 
copy. 

F149(2 ) 

(3) The regulations may make provision—
(a) as to how a request for a search or a record may be made; 
(b) as to the forms in which a record may be provided. 

(4) The provision that may be made in the regulations includes provision for a record to 
be provided in a form that does not include all of the information contained in an entry. 

(5) This section does not affect the entitlement under this Act of any person to a certified 
copy of an entry in the Registrar General's certified copies. 

(6) In this section, "the Registrar General's certified copies" means the certified copies of 
entries in registers sent to the Registrar General under this Act or under any enactment 
repealed by this Act and kept in the General Register Office. 

(7) Section 30(4) applies for the purposes of this section as it applies for the purposes of 
section 30.1 

Textual Amendments 
F148 S. 34A inserted (26.5.2015) by Deregulation Act 2015.  (c. 20), ss. 98(2), 115(3)(k) 
F149 S. 34A(2) omitted (12.7.2016) by virtue of immigration Act 2016 (c. 19), s. 94(1), Sch. 15 para. 28; 

S.1. 2016/603, reg. 3(w) 

Offences 

35 Offences relating to registers. 

If any person commits any of the following offences, that is to say—
(a) if, being a registrar, he refuses or without reasonable cause omits to register 

any birth or death or particulars concerning which information has been 
tendered to him by a qualified informant and which he is required by or under 
this Act to register; or 

(b) if, being a person having the custody of any register of births or register of 
deaths, he carelessly loses or injures the register or allows the register to be 
injured, 

he shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding IFlsolevel 3 on the 
standard scale]. 

Textual Amendments 
F150 Words substituted by virtue of Criminal Justice Act 1982.  (c. 48, SIF 39:1), ss. 38, 46 
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36 Penalties for failure to given information, etc. 

If any person commits any of the following offences, that is to say—
(a) if, being required by or under this Act to give information concerning any birth 

or death F151. . . or any dead body, he wilfully refuses to answer any question 
put to him by the registrar relating to the particulars required to be registered 
concerning the birth or death, or save as provided in this Act, fails to comply 
with any requirement of the registrar made thereunder; 

(b) if he refuses or fails without reasonable excuse to give, deliver or send any 
certificate which he is required by this Act to give, deliver or send; 

(c) if, being a parent and save as provided in this Act, he fails to give information 
concerning the birth of his child as required by this Act; or 

(d) if, being a parent of a legitimated person F152. . . , he fails to comply with 
any requirement of the Registrar General made under or by virtue of section 
fourteen of this Act; or 

(e) if, being a person upon whom a duty to give information concerning a death 
is imposed by paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section sixteen or seventeen 
of this Act, he fails to give that information and that information is not given, 

he shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding ]r153£2] for each 
offence. 

Textual Amendments 
F151 Words repealed by Children Act 1975 (c. 72), Sch. 4 Pt. Vi 
F152 Words repealed by Legitimation (Re-registration of Birth) Act 1957 (c. 39) s. 1(2) 
F153 Words substituted by virtue of Decimal Currency Act 1969 (c. 19), s. 10(1) 

Modifications etc. (not altering text) 
C17 S. 36 amended by Criminal Justice Act 1967 (c. 80), s. 92, Sch. 3 Pt. I (as amended by virtue of 

Criminal Justice Act 1982 (c.48, SIF 39:1), ss. 38,46) 

37 Penalty for forging certificate, etc. 

If any person F114 falsifies any certificate, declaration or order ]F155(including any 
copy of the same in an approved electronic form)] under this Act, or knowingly uses, 
or gives or sends to any person, as genuine any false F154... certificate, declaration or 
order ]Ftss(including any copy of the same in an approved electronic form)]for the 
purposes of this Act, he shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding 
IF156level 1 on the standard scale]. 

Textual Amendments 
F154 Words repealed by Forgery and Counterfeiting Act 1981 (c. 45, SIF 39:7), s. 30, Sch. Pt. I 
F155 Words in s. 37 inserted (1.12.2021) by The Births and Deaths Registration (Electronic 

Communications and Electronic Storage) Order 2021 (S.I. 2021/1231), arts. 1(2), 3(9) 
F156 Words substituted by virtue of Criminal Justice Act 1982 (c. 48, SIF 39:1), s. 46 

Modifications etc. (not altering text) 
C18 S. 37 extended with modifications by '.' l '° 1_ 6, art Pt. Ht 
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38 Prosecution of offences and application of fines. 

37 

(1) Subject as may be prescribed, a superintendent registrar may prosecute any person for 
an offence under this Act committed within his district, and any costs incurred by him 
in any such prosecution, being costs which are not otherwise provided for, shall be 
defrayed out of moneys provided by Parliament. 

(2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .F157 

Textual Amendments 
F157 S. 38(2) repealed by Criminal Justice Act 1972 (c. 71), Sch. 6 Pt.!! 

Miscellaneous 

I F '5"38A Fees 

(1) The Minister may by regulations provide for fees to be payable to such persons as may 
be prescribed in respect of—

(a) the issue of a certificate under section 13(2); 
(b) the carrying out of a search of—

(i) any register of births or register of deaths, 
(ii) any index kept in relation to such a register, or 

(iii) certified copies of entries in such a register; 
(c) the provision of a certified copy, or other record of information, relating to an 

entry in a register of births or a register of deaths; 
(d) the provision of a short certificate of birth or a short certificate of death (see 

sections 33 and 33A); 
(e) such other birth or death registration services as may be prescribed. 

(2) Regulations under this section may—
(a) specify the amount of any fee payable under the regulations, or 
(b) set out how such a fee is to be determined. 

(3) Subsection (4) applies where the regulations provide for a fee to be payable to a 
superintendent registrar or registrar. 

(4) The regulations may provide for such part of the fee as may be specified by or 
determined in accordance with the regulations to be payable by the superintendent 
registrar or registrar to the Registrar General in prescribed circumstances. 

(5) The regulations may provide for the reduction, waiver or refund of part or all of a fee 
whether by conferring a discretion or otherwise. 

(6) In this section—
"birth or death registration services" means services in connection with the 

registration of births or deaths which are provided—
(a) by or on behalf of the Registrar General, a superintendent registrar or 

registrar, or 
(b) by any other person; 

"prescribed" means prescribed in regulations made under this section.] 
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Textual Amendments 

F158 S. 38A inserted (12.7.2016) by Immigration Act 2016 (c. 19), s. 94(1), Sch. 15 para. 2; S.I. 2016/603, 

rcg. 3(w) 

39 Regulations [F'59and approval of electronic forms etc.1 

[F160(1)] The Registrar General may, with the approval of the Minister, by statutory instrument 
make regulations—

(a) prescribing anything which by this Act is required to be prescribed; 
(b) providing that any provision of this Act specified in the regulations, being a 

provision relating to the registration or entry of births, shall cease to apply in 
relation to still—births or, in the case of a provision expressed by this Act not 
to apply in relation to still—births, shall apply in relation to still—births with 
such modifications, if any, as may be prescribed: 

Provided that paragraph (b) of this section shall not apply in relation to section nine 
or eleven of this Act. 

IF161(2) The Registrar General may approve forms of electronic communication or electronic 
storage (including an electronic signature) for the purposes of a provision of this Act.] 

Textual Amendments 

F159 Words ins, 39 heading inserted (1.12.2021) by The Births and i?;taths Registration (Electronic 

t: onnniunications and 1 1 ctronic Storage) Ordrr 2021 (5.1. *1.:  i '31), arts. 1(2), 3(10)(a) 

F160 S. 39 renumbered as s. 39(1) (1.12.2021) by l ltc Births ssrc  cistration (Electronic 
Cop.,__, . . r ,iTlcc is (i 2 t t c.t P 2. 1 t4; 7. 21 f'- r st, ~( ;, (770)(b) 

F161 S. 3CC12) inserted (1.12.2021) by 1/is P- s h: ,nss D h 2r <<, 'tinr (0 s,_r:,mc C _ m: sn ,ns and 

Electronic Storage) Order 2021 (S1. 2021/1231), arts. 1(2), 3(/Otia) 

Modifications etc. (not altering text) 

C19 S. 39: functions of the Secretary of State transferred (1.4.1996) by S!. 1996/273, art. 3(1), Sch. 1 

para. 8(b) 

C20 S. 39: transfer of functions (3.4.2008) by The Transfer of Functions (Registration) Order 2008 (S.1. 

2008/678), art. 1(2), Sch. I para. 6(b) (with art. 4) 

[F16239A Regulations made by the Minister: further provisions 

(1) Regulations made by the Minister under the relevant provisions may—
(a) make different provision for different cases or areas, 
(b) provide for exemptions from any of the provisions of the regulations, and 
(c) contain such ['"consequential,] incidental, supplemental and transitional 

provision as the Minister considers appropriate. 

(2) Before making regulations under the relevant provisions [F"other than section 38A1 
the Minister must consult the Registrar General. 

(3) Any power of the Minister to make regulations under the relevant provisions is 
exercisable by statutory instrument. 
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39 

(4) A statutory instrument containing regulations made by the Minister under the relevant 
provisions is subject to annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of 
Parliament. 

(5) In this section "the relevant provisions" means sections 2B(l), (4) and (6), 2C, 2D, 
2E, IOB 1F165, IOC [F166, 34A and 38A]].] 

Textual Amendments 
F162 S. 39A inserted (19.9.2016) by Welfare Reform Act 2009 (c. 24), s. 61(3), Sch. 6 para. 17; S.I. 

2016/913, art. 2(b) 

F163 Word in s. 39A(1)(c) inserted (12.7.2016) by Immigration. Act 2016 (c. 19), s. 94(1), Sch. 15 para. 
30(a); S.I. 201.6/603, reg. 3(w) 

F164 Words in s. 39A(2) inserted (12.7.2016) by Immigration Act 2016.  (c. 19), s. 94(1), Sch. 15 para. 
30(b); S.I. 2016/603, reg. 3(w) 

F165 Words in s. 39A(5) substituted (26.5.2015) by Deregulation Act 2015 (c. 20), ss. 98(4), 115(3)(k) 

F166 Words in s. 39A(5) substituted (12.7.2016) by Immigration Act 2016 (c. 19), s. 94(1), Sch. 15 para. 

30(c); S.I. 2016/603, reg. 3(w) 

40 [F167Sending and providing notices, information or other documents] 

[Ft66Where any notice], information, declaration, certificate, requisition, return or other 
document [ F'69is required to be given, sent, delivered, produced, supplied, transmitted 
or otherwise provided for any purpose of this Act, the requirement may be met by—

(a) sending the document by post, or 
(b) providing the document, or a copy of it, in an approved electronic form.] 

Textual Amendments 
F167 S. 40 heading substituted (1.12.2021) by The Births and Deaths Registration (Electronic 

Communications and Electronic Storage) Order 2021 (S.I. 2021/1231), arts. 1(2), 3(11)(a) 

F168 Words in s. 40 substituted (1.12.2021) by The Births and Deaths Registration (Electronic 
Communications and Electronic Storage) Order 2021 (S.1. 2021/1231), arts. 1(2), 3(11)(c) 

F169 Words in s. 40 substituted (1.12.2021) by The Births and Deaths Registration (Electronic 

Communications and Electronic Storage) Order 2021 (Si. 2021/1231), arts. 1(2), 3(11)(b) 

[F17040A Original documents may be in an approved electronic form 

If a declaration made or certificate issued in the prescribed form for the purposes of 
this Act is made or issued in electronic form, it must be made or issued in an approved 
electronic form.] 

Textual Amendments 
F170 S. 40A inserted (1.12.2021) by The Births and Deaths Registration (Electronic Communications and 

Electronic Storage) Order 2021 (S.I. 2021/1231), arts. 1(2), 3(12) 
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41 Interpretation. 

[F171(1)] In this Act, except where the context otherwise requires, the following expressions 
have the meanings hereby respectively assigned to them, that is to say—

[FI72"the 2009 Act" means the Coroners and Justice Act 2009;] 
[F177"approved electronic form" means any form of electronic 

communication or electronic storage (including an electronic signature) 
approved by the Registrar General pursuant to the powers conferred under 
section 39(2) of this Act;] 

[F17z"attending practitioner's certificate" has the meaning given by 
section 20(l)(a) of the 2009 Act;] 

"birth" includes a live—birth and a still—birth; 
[F172"confirmed attending practitioner's certificate" means an attending 

practitioner's certificate in respect of which the cause of death has been 
confirmed by a medical examiner in accordance with regulations under 
section 20(l)(f)(i) of the 2009 Act;] 

"disposal", in relation to a dead body, means disposal by burial, cremation 
or any other means, and cognate expressions shall be construed accordingly; 

IF174"electronic communication" has the meaning given in section 15(1) of 
the Electronic Communications Act 2000;] 

1F174,,electronic signature" has the meaning given in section 7(2) of the 
Electronic Communications Act 2000;] 

[F17s"father", in relation to an adopted child, means the child's natural 
father;] 

"general search" means a search conducted during any number of 
successive hours not exceeding six, without the object of the search being 
specified; 

"house" includes a public institution; 
"live—birth" means the birth of a child born alive; 
[F172"medical examiner" means a person appointed under section 19 of the 

2009 Act;] 
[F172"medical examiner's certificate" has the meaning given by 

section 20(l)(h) of the 2009 Act;] 
"the Minister" means [F116the Secretary of State]; 
IF175"mother", in relation to an adopted child, means the child's natural 

mother;] 
"occupier" in relation to a public institution, includes the governor, keeper, 

master, matron, superintendent, or other chief resident officer, and, in relation 
to a house let in separate apartments or lodgings, includes any person 
residing in the house who is the person under whom the lodgings or separate 
apartments are immediately held, or his agent; 

"particular search" means a search of the indexes covering a period not 
exceeding five years for a specified entry; 

[F172"partner" (except in the expression "civil partner") is to be read in 
accordance with subsection (2) of this section;] 

"public institution" means a prison, lock—up or hospital, and such other 
public or charitable institution as may be prescribed; 

"prescribed" means prescribed by regulations made under section thirty—
nine of this Act; 
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"qualified informant", in relation to any birth or death, means a person 
who is by this Act or, in the case of a birth or death occurring before the 
commencement of this Act, by any enactment repealed by this Act required, 
or stated to be qualified, to give information concerning that birth or death; 

"registrar" in relation to any birth or death, means the registrar of births and 
deaths for the sub—district in which the birth or death takes place, or where 
any [ F"'still—born child] is found exposed or any dead body is found and no 
information as to the place of birth or death is available, for the sub—district 
in which the child or the dead body is found; 

"relative" includes a relative by marriage [F1' Sor civil partnership] 117' 

"still born child" means a child which has issued forth from its mother after 
the [F18Otwenty -fourth week] of pregnancy and which did not at any time after 
being completely expelled from its mother breathe or show any other signs of 
life, and the expression "still—birth" shall be construed accordingly; 

"superintendent registrar" in relation to any registrar, means the 
superintendent registrar of births, deaths and marriages for the district in 
which that registrar's sub—district is situate. 

1F181(2) A person is the partner of a deceased person if the two of them (whether of different 
sexes or the same sex) were living as partners in an enduring relationship at the time 
of the deceased person's death. 

(3) A reference in this Act to an investigation under Part 1 of the 2009 Act being conducted 
includes a reference to the case where such an investigation has begun and—

(a) has not yet finished, 
(b) is suspended under Schedule 1 to that Act (whether temporarily or otherwise), 

or 
(c) is discontinued under section 4 of that Act.] 

Textual Amendments 
F171 S. 41 renumbered as s. 41(1) (25.7.2013) by Coroners and Justice Act 2009 (c. 25), s. 182(4)(e), Sch. 

21 para. 21(2) (with s. 180); S.I. 2013/1869, art. 2(o)(x) 
F172 Words in s. 41 inserted (25.7.2013 for specified purposes) by Coroners and Justice Act 2009 (c. 25), s. 

182(4)(e), Sch. 21 para. 21/1) (with s. 180): 8,1 2013!1869, art. 2(o)(ix) 
F173 Words in s. 41(1) inserted (1.12.2021) by I e - irths and Deaths Registration (Electronic 

Communications and Electronic Storages 1 ='dcs 2021 (S.I. 2021/1231), arts. 1(2), 3(13)(a) 
F174 Words in /1) inserted (1.12.2021) by I s i/i:Ehs and D .al , zegistration r ,1, :1canic 

Comma  car an -t f,I octroni St rar:c , ti L 3 2c € (S.' 1)1 , "11, iris. r ), 3113)(h) 

F175 Definition inserted by r .il/rea 147" (- 7'_i, `dm. 3 pea cc a 17(01) 
F176 Words ins. 41 substituted (3.4.2008) by 3'? T ;:n -s s Ff. f c_ z a) : )rder 2008 (S.I. 

2008/678), art. 1(2), Sch. 2 para. 6 (with at 4) 
F177 Words substituted by Children Act 197: (c. 72), Sch. 3 para 13(1) 
F178 Words in s. 41 inserted (5.12.2005) by Civil Partnership Act 2004 (c. 33), s. 263(10)(b), Sch. 27 para. 

19; S.I. 2005/3175, art. _.(2) 
F179 Words repealed by Chi [J v;kt Act 1475 (a 72), Sm:h. 4 Pt. I 

F180 Words in s. 41 substituted (1.10.1992) by Still-iii m. lnition) Act 1992 (c. 29), ss. 1(1), 4(2), 
F181 S. 41(2)(3) inserted (25.7.2013 for specified purposes) by a as'rti sac Tur[i< n„ 12079 ic.. 15), s. 

182(4)(e), Seh. 21 para. 21(2) (with s. 180); S.I. 2013/1869, art. 2(o), 'o) 
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42 Savings, etc. 

(1) Any registration effected, certificate issued, notice or information given, order, 
regulations or return made or other thing done under any enactment repealed by this 
Act shall, if in force at the commencement of this Act, continue in force, and have 
effect as if effected, issued, given, made or done under the corresponding provision 
of this Act. 

F182(2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

F182(3) 

(4) Any document referring to an enactment repealed by this Act shall unless the contrary 
intention appears to be construed as referring to the corresponding provision of this 
Act. 

(5) Nothing in this Act shall affect any provision of the MSPopulation (Statistics) Act 1938, 
requiring particulars to be furnished for the purposes of that Act. 

(6) Nothing in this Act shall affect the registration of baptisms or burials, or the right of 
any officiating minister to receive any fees now usually paid for the performance or 
registration of any baptism or burial. 

(7) Nothing in the foregoing provisions of this section shall be taken as prejudicing the 
operation of ["'sections 16(1) and 17(2)(a) of the M6 Interpretation Act 19781 (which 
[F183relate] to the effect of repeals). 

Textual Amendments 
F182 S. 42(2)(3) repealed (5.11.1993) by 1993 c. 50, s. 1(1), Sch. 1, Pt. VIII 

F183 Words substituted by virtue of Interpretation Act 1978 (c. 30), s. 25(2) 

Marginal Citations 
M5 1938 c. 12. 

M6 1978c.30. 

43 Repeals and consequential amendments. 

(1) The enactments specified in the First Schedule to this Act shall have effect subject to 
the amendments respectively specified in that Schedule. 

(2) F184 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

(3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .F185 

Textual Amendments 
F184 S. 43(2), Sch. 2 repealed by Statute Law (Repeals) Act 1974 (c. 22), Sch. Pt. XI 
F185 S. 43(3) repealed by Registration Service Act 1953 (c. 37), Sch. 2 

Modifications etc. (not altering text) 
C21 The text of s. 43(1) is in the form in which it was originally enacted: it was not reproduced in Statutes 

in Force and does not reflect any amendments or repeals which may have been made prior to 1.2.1991.
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44 Short title, extent and commencement. 

(1) This Act may be cited as the Births and Deaths Registration Act 1953. 

(2) This Act shall not extend to Scotland or to Northern Ireland. 

43 

(3) ThisAct shall come into force on the thirtieth day of September, nineteen hundred and 
fifty--three. 
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FIRST SCHEDULE Section 43. 

CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS OF OTHER ENACTMENTS 

1 F186 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Textual Amendments 
F186 Sch. 1 pata. I repealed by Statute Law (Repeals) Act 1977 (c. 18), Sch. I Pt. XIX 

B. The Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1926 (16 & 17 Geo.5. c.88) 

2 In subsection (1) of section one, for the reference to a certificate of the registrar 
given in pursuance of that Act there shall be substituted a reference to a certificate 
of the registrar given under subsection (2) or (3) of section eleven or under section 
twenty—four of this Act. 

Modifications etc. (not altering text) 
C22 The text of Sch. 1 paras. 2, 3, 4 is in the form in which it was originally enacted: it was not reproduced 

in Statutes in Force and does not reflect any amendments or repeals which may have been made prior 
to 1.2.1991. 

3 In section five, for the reference to a certificate given by the registrar under the 
provisions of that Act relating to still—births, there shall be substituted a reference 
to a certificate given by the registrar under subsectin (2) or (3) of section eleven 
of this Act. 

Modifications etc. (not altering text) 
C23 The text of Sch. 1 paras. 2, 3, 4 is in the form in which it was originally enacted: it was not reproduced 

in Statutes in Force and does not reflect any amendments or repeals which may have been made prior 
to 1.2.1991. 

The Legitimacy Act, 1926 (16 & 17 Geo. 5. c. 60) 

F1874 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Textual Amendments 
F187 Sch. I para. 4 repealed (5.11.1993) by 1993 c. 50, s. 1(1), Sch. 1, Pt. VIII 

F18SF188
SECOND SCHEDULE 

Textual Amendments 
F188 S )3S), Seh. 2 repealed by Stat Sic + iic, (R l:c ls) Act 1974 +c. 225 Sch. Pt. XI 
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F188 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to 

s. 1(3) substituted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para 2(3) 
— s. 2 title words substituted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 3(4) (This S.I. 

is amended by 
S.I. 2019/1458,, reg. 19(3)(b)) 
s. 2(1) words inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 3(2) (This S.I. is amended by S.I. 
2019/1458, reg. 19(3)(a)) 

— s. 2(2) words substituted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 3(3) 
— s. 10(1) words substituted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 11(2)(a) (This S.I. is amended 

by S.I. 2019/1458, reg. 19(6)) 
— s. 10(l)(b)(ii) substituted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 11(2)(b) 

s. 10(l)(c)(ii) substituted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 11(2)(c) 
— s. 10(1B) words substituted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. '11(3)(a) 

s. 10(IB)(b)(ii) substituted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 11(3)(b) 
— s. 10(1B)(c)(ii) substituted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 11(3)(c) 
— s. 10(3) repealed by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 11(6)Sch. 7 Pt. 5 
— s. 10A(1)(b)(ii) substituted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 12(2)(a) 
— s. 1 OA(l )(c)(ii) substituted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 12(2)(b) 
— s. IOA(1B)(b)(ii) substituted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 12(3)(a) 
— s. I OA(1 B)(c)(ii) substituted by 2009 C. 24 Sch. 6 para. 12(3)(b) 
— s. 16(2)(a) words substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 8(2)(a) 
— s. 16(2)(b) words substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 8(2)(b) 
— s. 16(3) words substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 8(3)(e) 
— s. 16(3)(a) words substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 8(3)(a) 
— s. 16(3)(b) words substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 8(3)(b)(i) 
— s. 16(3)(b) words substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 8(3)(b)(ii) 
— s. 16(3)(c) words substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 8(3)(c)(i) 
— s. 16(3)(c) words substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 8(3)(c)(ii) 

s. 16(3)(d) words substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 8(3)(d) 
— s. 17(2)(a) words substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 9(2)(a) 
— s. 17(3) words substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 9(3)(c) 
— s. 17(3)(a) word substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 9(3)(a) 
— s. 17(3)(b) word substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 9(3)(b) 
— s. 18 words substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 10(2) 
— s. 18 words substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 10(3) 
— s. 18 words substituted by 2009 C. 25 Sch. 21 para. 10(4) 
— s. 19(1) amendment to earlier affecting provision 2009 c. 25, Sch. 21 para. 11(2) 

by 2022 c. 35 s. 39(6)(b) (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. The 
amendment to s. 19(1) by 2009 c. 25, Sch. 21 para. 11(3) remains prospective.) 

— s. 19(1) words substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 11(2) 
s. 20 words repealed by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 12Sch. 23 Pt. 1 

— s. 21 repealed by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 13Sch. 23 Pt. 1 
— s. 22 substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 14 
— s. 23A(2)(a)(b) amendment to earlier affecting provision 2009 c. 25, Sch. 21 para. 

16(2) by 2022 c. 35 s. 39(6)(c) (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. 
The amendment to s. 23A(2) by 2009 c. 25, Sch. 21 para. 16(2) remains 
prospective.) 

— s. 23A(2)(a)(b) substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 16(2) 
s. 23A(5) words inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 16(3) 

— s. 23A(6) repealed by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 16(4)Sch. 23 Pt. 1 
— s. 24(1) words substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 17 

s. 34(4) repealed by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 20Sch. 23 Pt. I 
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— s. 39(a) words substituted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 16 
— s. 39(a) words substituted by 2015 c. 20 s. 98(3) 
— s. 39(a) words substituted by 2016 c. 19 Sch. 15 para. 29 
— s. 41 words inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 18 
— s. 41(1) words substituted by 2016 c. 19 Sch. 15 para. 31 

s. 41(1) words substituted by 2022 c. 31 s. 169(5) 

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters: 
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those 
provisions): 

— s. 1(2)(a)(aa) substituted for s. 1(2)(a) by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 2(2) (This S.I. is 
amended by S.I. 2014/560, Sch. 1 para. 34 and S.I. 2019/1458, reg. 19(2)(a)) 

— s. 1(4) inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 2(4) (This S.I. is amended by S.I. 
2019/1458, reg. 19(2)(b)) 

— s. 2A-2E inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 4 (This S.I. is amended by S.I. 
2019/1458, reg. 19(4)) 

— s. 9(3A) inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 10(2) (This S.I. is amended by S.I. 
2019/1458, reg. 19(5)) 

— s. 9(6) inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 10(3) 
— s. 10(1)(h) and word inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 11(2)(d) 
— s. 10(1B)(g) and word inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 11(3)(d) 
— s. 10(1C) inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 11(4) 
— s. 10(IC)s. 10(2)(b) words substituted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 11(5) 
— s. 10(1C)s. 10(2A)(b) words substituted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 11(5) 

s. 10B 10C inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 13 (This S.I. is amended by S.I. 
20 19/1458, reg. 19(7)) 

— s. 16(2)(ba) inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 8(2)(c) 
— s. 16(4) inserted by 2009 

c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 8(5) 
— s. 17(2)(aa) inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 9(2)(b) 
— s. 17(4) inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 9(4) 
— s. 18(1) s. 18 renumbered as s. 18(l) by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 10(5) 
— s. 18(2) amendment to earlier affecting provision 2009 c. 25, Sch. 21 para. 10(5) 

by 2022 c. 35 s. 39(6)(a) (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. The 
insertion of s. 18(2) by 2009 c. 25, Sch. 21 para. 10(5) remains prospective.) 

— s. 18(2) inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 10(5) 
s. 23(4) inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 44 

- s. 33A inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 19 
— s. 33A(1) words substituted by 2016 c. 19 Sch. 15 para. 27(a) 
— s. 33A(3) omitted by 2016 c. 19 Sch. 15 para. 27(b) 
— s. 36(aa) inserted by 2009 c. 24 Sch. 6 para. 15 
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