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INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY 

FIRST WRITTEN STATEMENT OF KATHERINE SMITH 

I provide this statement in response to a request under Rule 9 of the Inquiry Rules 

2006 dated 29 July 2019. 

I, Katherine Mary Smith, will say as follows: - 

Section 1. Introduction 

1. My name is Katherine Smith. My date of birth is GRO-C I1964 and my 

address is known to the Inquiry. I am married and live with my husband, lain 

Smith. I am unable to work due to ill-health. I intend to speak about my infection 

with hepatitis C, I believe I had. In particular, the nature of my illness, how the 

illness affected me, the treatment received and the impact it had on me, my 

family, and our lives together. 

Section 2. How Infected 

2. On GRO-C ;1985, I gave birth to my eldest daughter, Katrina Louise Shaw at 

Rutherglen Maternity Hospital. Prior to her birth she emptied her bowels, and 

this caused meconium aspiration. My waters broke and they were black. The 
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do this and I gave birth to my daughter via caesarean section ten hours later. 

care baby unit, which was essentially an intensive care unit for new-borns. I 

4. I remember,._ G.RO _D_ asking if I had ever had an abortion before, and as I had 

not, I told him this. He then leaned over the drapes that were there during my 
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8. I was extremely ill after having Katrina. I spent seven or eight days in intensive 

care before being sent to a normal inpatient ward. I was given injections in the 

normal inpatient ward for three or four days before being moved back to 

intensive care unit for a further week, prior to recovering and being discharged. 

I do recall being told that I was yellow at some point, and I was vomiting a lot. I 

am aware that being jaundiced can be an early sign that someone has been 

transfused with contaminated blood. I would not have thought of that at the time 

as I was also suffering from gestational diabetes. 

9. In intensive care I was given the injections as I have already mentioned and a 

piriton drip. They said that this was in relation to Anti-D. 

10. 1 was eventually discharged but I was told that I would receive an appointment 

with the haematology team at the Royal Victoria. All I was told was that this was 

due to the amount of blood I had received and to keep an eye on my Anti-D and 

blood levels. 

11. 1 have never been told that I had contracted hepatitis C, however, I attended 

the Haematology Unit for two years, where they gave me a number of different 

medications, both in tablet form and injections. I was trying to cope with looking 

after my baby and I found that the tablets they were giving me, were making 

me ill. I do not know the names of the medications. I believe they may have 

been experimenting on me and trying a number of different treatments for 

hepatitis C. 

12. 1 did not receive any notification from infection control, or any guidance about 

not sharing toothbrushes and so forth. I do recall that they kept telling me not 

to get pregnant or have relations with my husband. I got very ill with chest 

infections around this time, and they told me I had asthma, when I did not. 

13. GRO-C 

GRO-C She was in GRO-D 3's Hospital immediately after her 

birth and I felt as if we were treated as if I had Munchausen By Proxy. I had to 

get a second opinion before they would take me seriously. 
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14.Around this time I quite often fell ill and in order to protect my daughter from 

catching anything, there were periods of forty eight hours where I could not see 

her. I felt I was also becoming ill because of the amount of time I was spending 

at the children's hospital, where I believe infections were running rampant. 

15. At no point in the two and a half years, when I was a patient of the Haematology 

Department at the Royal Victoria, was I told that I had hepatitis C. I do believe 

that I was treated for this and cured. 

16.1 went on to have two miscarriages due to Anti-D, so I do not believe that they 

could have been treating me for my anti-D levels if these were still high enough 

to cause two miscarriages. 

Section 3. Other Infections 

17.1 believe that I was only infected with hepatitis C, but was never told, and I 

believe that I was treated before a test could indicate that I had it. I have never 

been tested for hepatitis C antibodies. 

18.1 have never received a formal notification that I am at risk of having vCJD, but 

I was told by the blood donation service to stop giving blood due to the fact that 

I had received a blood transfusion prior to 1989 or 1990. 

Section 4. Consent 

19. If I did have hepatitis C as I believe I did, then any treatment to clear the virus 

would have been done without my consent. I have never been told that I have 

had hepatitis C, but do not believe that there is any other explanation, for the 

cirrhotic condition my liver is now in. 

20.1 believe that I may have been treated for the purposes of research. I believe 

that they were worried that I, as a young mother then, would have gone to the 

press about what had happened to me, if I had known that I was infected. 
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21. 1 am currently receiving palliative care. This is in relation to lupus which has 

been brought on by an auto-immune response toan abdominal mesh I had 

inserted as a hernia repair. 

23. 1 was told that I was clear of hepatitis C when I was tested in 2016. When I 

explained to my doctor what had happened with my transfusions and 

subsequent treatment, I believe that they came to the same conclusion as I 

had. 
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25. The symptoms I had, included weight loss, vomiting, tiredness and though I did 

not suffer from any post-natal depression. I did find it very hard to cope 

physically. 

26. 1 had put on weight during my pregnancy with Katrina, due to the gestational 

diabetes, but I lost this in the 3 to 4 months following due to being ill and 

vomiting. 
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being treated, I remember that because I felt so flattened by the injections they 

Nelson Mandela Place in Glasgow. I believe that they wanted my plasma 

30. My marriage began to fall apart after Katrina was born. My husband GRO _D 
--- ----- ----- ----- ------------- ----- ----- ----- ------------------- ----- ----- -G 

RO-D 
------- ----- ----- ----- ------------- ----- ----- ----- ------------------- -----

We were arguing all the time and at one stage I left him and went to live with 

they would do this nowadays, but they said that they had to give me a 

hysterectomy. 
, 

GRO-D 
-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-...-

G RO-D 

am unsure how much, if any of this, relates to being infected with hepatitis C. 

33. I believe that the damage to my liver is related to me once having had hepatitis 
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different GP practices. 

then treated by Dr Richard White. 

1 was then at the Massham Medical Practice from 1996. 

• 1 then moved to GRO-C in 1998 and I was there for five years. 

• I moved to GRO _C in 2003 for around two and a half years and was 

treated at the Morton Road Medical Practice. 

• 1 moved to North Yorkshire after that to a town called GRo-C where I 

was treated at Neesham Road Surgery. 
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39. 1 do feel that my health has had an impact on my daughters. I feel that both of 

them have been traumatised. Sometimes I think they do not want to accept that 
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46.1 am in the midst of kidney failure and they believe I am going into full blown 

failure of my kidney. Due to lack of blood flow, my toes are going black and this 

may require amputation at some stage, possibly further up my leg. 

47. In terms of hepatitis C, as far as the doctors are concerned I was clear as of my 

most recent test in 2016. I I have not been tested for hepatitis C antibodies as 

far as I am aware. When my GP tested me in 2016 he seemed to come to the 

same conclusion I did; that I must have had it and been treated for it. Around 

four years ago it was discovered that I have the severe cirrhosis that I have 

now. 

48.1 feel that my mesh has taken my life away from me. I should be spending time 

with my grandchildren. My daughter is too scared I'll fall over and hurt the baby. 

I have a grandson who is 13 who I have a good relationship with, but I cannot 

have the same relationship with the child who is now 3 years old. 

49.1 felt like a leper when I was in the haematology ward when I was there for the 

two years or more that I was treated. I noticed that I had a red dot and a yellow 

dot on my medical records. I did not notice any other signs like toxic waste or 

anything on them. I believed that the red dot was for allergies and the yellow 

was for anti-D. 

50. While I feel that the mesh has taken my life, which I don't think is fair at fifty five, 

I do feel that hepatitis C has cost me the two children I lost. I don't think anyone 

can imagine the amount of pain a woman goes through when she has a 

miscarriage. I wanted more children and I loved being pregnant. I feel that 

someone took that choice away from me, and I went through menopause at 40. 

It changed the course of my life completely. 

Section 6. Treatment/Care/Support 

51.1 have never been offered counselling in relation to my hepatitis C, as they have 

never admitted to me that I had it. 

Section 7. Financial Assistance 
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52.1 have not received any financial assistance through any of the funds. I was not 

aware of this whole contaminated blood scandal when I lived in England. I do 

not feel that it has been covered enough in the media. I have contacted the 

Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service who have been helpful but they 

have not been able to tell him if they have any record of me having a 

transfusion. 

53.1 am currently on enhanced PIP benefits as well as ESA and Disability benefits. 

Section 8. Other Issues 

54.1 was not involved with the Penrose Inquiry. 

55.1 believe that more needs to be done in terms of awareness. I was completely 

unaware of the controversy over contaminated blood being used in Scotland 

until I moved up here. 
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Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

GRO-C 
Signeu.

Dated Jun 25, 2020 
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