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Academic plot

| The University College of Cardift
i in serious financial difficulty.
E The sirategios which are 1o be
L recommentied o the College
- Senate by the Faculty of Science
F were made known 1o members of
staft on 31 March. The document |
refer to was entitied an “Acsdemic
Plan™ and was produced by the
Dregn of the Faculty of Seieno.
This document describes the
necessity for glosing sis
departments i Lhaveersity College,
Cardifl, namely: microbiology,
applied muthematics, wusic,
Welsh, thuatre studies and home
eoonomacs. The crteriy that these
devisiony are based on are guoted
i the document o lllows: poor
demand; minimoaton of scademic
dirage 1o the collegn ax @ whole:
Bigh recurrent costs: probability of
sealisiag capital assets: the Bhely
future developrmaent of higher
edunation i Cardilt,
1 we take the cuse of my own

| depaniment, & will by obvious how
 gbsurd the document rendly i
 (wsdedie from the impliontions of ao
L honger waching Welsh in the
 capnal vity of Waled), .
L The microbiology depurtiment in
; (&éﬁ{ff R é? firsx, el i ﬁtﬁﬁ&h@
| only independent, department of
- microbiclogy fn Wales, It was the
 third such department 1o be
 opened i Brdain asd durrently
| hus one of the largest honours
E schools of pricrobidogy in Britain,
| Last year there were 150
| applicants for the 23 places
 available in single honours
E microbiclogy: v heedly indicates
5 haek of demamll ;
E A reoen survey, by this
L departenent, of the employment
§ puwes in New Sclentlss and Natwre

a %m the aﬁﬁ?ﬁgxg&g h{;;mﬁi that
At per cent of sl jobsfpositions
 advertiood i these Journals were
| suiable for gualified
 microbinlogists. In addition,
Sdotechy _ _
 industey in outh Wales, It seems
- wtally ridiculous not o have o
| centre of excellence where it is
- roally vequined, That the
departmend of microbiodogy in

Candifl s o centre of ouslience
speaks for Beell, The stal¥ in this
department produce more
seientific publications then any
other depariment in e oollege,
with an average of 3-4 publicstions
per member of slalt mﬁﬁw‘w i
may add the the Do of Sclerce
Has produced only 3 in the past 10
veurs, andd the Dean of the Faculty
of Arts ondy 3 i the past 10 yeani)
I we fook oy the wdergraduate
aituinment, 48 per cont of our
wadergradumtes obun  fest class
ar upper second chigs degres,
compared with 38 per cont for the
Favulty of Science tn general, W we
gg;nk o 2 gt ag&wvmmm
2 per cent of postaraduaty
students compdele higher degrens,

is the Bustestprowing

WE DON'T KNOW (F 1T
MAKES SENSE- WE SHUT
DOWN THE DEPARTMENT

simost double the 43 per cont of
odher departenents In the Faoahy
g‘fﬁmmmmmz 52@%&& for

iwology depariments throaghout
the whole of Britain,

Onar department con hardly be
classed a8 uneconomic. If we look
#t tha income o the departoent
during 198586 from souenes othey
than the Lintversity Granis
Commibton, the m&miaw

& i EIR 250 pey
member of staff, The averape
Tagure Bor all other Jepariments in
the Faculty of Science was £13 000
per membee of sl

Many postgraduntes have
ienefited immeasurably Bom the
supierts sesearch tradition of the
departmant, such that they, Bke
mysell, are considering offers from
savinend rosearch establishmenty st

- eoligboration, as e &

home and sheoad. My pwn furure
thuy sevured, T am lelt to ponder
the destiny of the 35 scientists or
more who will be forved 0
terminmte thelr halbfinished
proects a&f&d Iook for esnplovment

ehsewhers!

Richard Allmgn
Department of Microbiology
University College
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AIDS collaboration

§ sy disapoointed that Dr Karpas
shoubd buve chosen 1o interpret my
fetter of the 20 Jome, 1983, 11 the
mnnner thiet be has (Lettery,

12 March, p 653 | wigh 1o corres
the impression that we “refused 10
ghve him blood smples™.

Kaurpas has nover reguesied such
samsplos otber than s part of 4
me in May 15983 1o offer a
collabormtion, Rince our group was,
and rermaing, @ Qemooracy, By
repuents for & collaboration o for
respurees reluting 1o patients
enrodied in the study cobon ot the
Middiesex Hospital sre Qiscussed
;Ei a mﬂmhiyj‘mmggz i mﬁmﬁ

carpay o write axplaining s
imtevests 1 o colluboration and
gmm hiveetly frow bis eeply of the
3 June to myself

"My contribution could be
in the shart- of long-term
E:?!mm {:? e patients WBLC
Fnone of your group or
collaborators are interpied
in doing this aspect of the
researeh, 1 could contedbute
my expeitise i buman
baerrac cell cylure.”

In his lotter he goos on o wy
thut he would reguire 1 millilives
of heparinised blood from each
patient, .,

At var AN collaborative group
sooeting by June we discussed
whetber we should tdoe up
Korpas's offer. My lotter to
Karpas informing him of our
devinion i guite girsighnitrwarnd
st | quete Yrom it

‘*‘&5 %w-ﬁ. I spoke 1 your T smid
that we bl a number of
laberatories working
fogetber and that we fel

et BRpeets 10 be covered
adgggggigg, We bave divect
collabombon procouding
*&%ﬂ Weiss's m%& ﬁg
verley's groups whicl
immg rsmgim of yern
for HTLY markers and
setting up of long-term g:e&%

cultures from peniphers
blood and mé%gn
monanuclesr eolls. 1 have to
abide by the decision of the
grovp which is that oy
present we 40 not e 8
Fustifivation w incresse the
uimber of volldborating

These wore sarly days and inthe §
sbsence of funding, our resources §
wepe extromely fragile. | went on
in sy leder 1o say

*Although we cunmot agree
on collaboation § bope that
wi will be uble ot somedime
1o oller material fom
patients 1o wemrch workeny
e UK in order 1o help
congrol what Is reslly guite &
nasty disease.”

As far as | @ conoerned,
Kurpas has pever regoested any
mmml% i?i; mmg;w ffm‘gg;‘
gromn which we have knowingly
withheld. Indoed, | remember
hadping bim e onllest for cultere
parposes cells from o spleen
remnoved from one of owr pationts,
Such help can bandly be oonstrusd
%5 3 blanket refused of sasistenes,
Richard Tedder
Degmnmf o Medical

Microbinlogy K .

The Middlesex Hospltal Medival
Sehood vod Uadversity Colloge
Lomdon

Lomder BT

Chemical hazard
1 is veassuring 10 resd that
schentists ut the American

ciation for the Advencemeent
iresponsible™ wse of pesticn
{This Week, 26 Febauary, p 19L
Az the saption 1o the picieee
pooompmving the srirde,
“Registant pests pose & worldwide
danger™, notes: “Indiscriminate
soraving is evervome's problem.”
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