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Dated: 8 May 2019

INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY

FIRST WRITTEN STATEMENT OF GRO-B

I, GRO-B . will say as follows:-

Section 1. Introduction

1. My name is GRO-B
' GRO-B

GRO-B

2. 1 make this statement as the GRO-B {of; GRO-B  :who was born on the
GRO-B and died at the age of 65 after being infected with

HIV, Hepatitis B and C as a resuit of receiving contaminated blood products.

3. This witness statement has been prepared without the benefit of access

nearly O%EGRo-BWas diagnosed as a haemophiliac in the late 40s/early 5OS§GR0-BE

..............

spent many months in hospital when a child.
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9. As far as | am aware my; GROB tested positive for HIV and Hepatitis Non

A/Non B Hepatitis, now referred to as Hepatitis C, in 1984.

10.I'm not sure that my GR ngas awareeRoshad been tested for any infections. |

........................

EL._G_EQE_E had been mfected.

11.The doctors were clearly devastated and visibly shaken by what had

happened. The diagnosis was given in a sensitive manner and some

..........

information was provided. When myiGRO-Biwas dlagnosed GRO8] Hepatltls was

referred to as Hepatitis Non A/Non B.

12.The information provided at the time was adequate in the sense that it was
likely all they knew, but not in the sense of having to live with these infections.

My@gggfé was given information but things kept changing ail the time. At that
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time they didn’t know anything so couldn't tell them anything | know myi:é-limd-:éé

...................

| know my: GrRO-B istarted taking precautions after the meetmg, such as using

condoms, so I'm sure they were told something.

_____________________________________

me to sayicroshad a cold,isno-s; never really complained about havmg |Ilnesses

unless it was a cold so | didn’t think it was anything out the ordinary. | knew

GRO-B E(who was an adult) were visitinggeRO-B?;;;'ipartner

from a batch that contained vCJD.

Section 4. Consent

18.| personally believe myiGR

iwas tested W|thout ierosiknowledge or consent.

My GRo- B i said many t|mesiako.s'felt like a guinea pig;icroe} often had treatment

...............

when it f|rst became available which makes me think they were testing how it
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..................

{ros! knew the treatment being tested on GRO-B; could possibly help people in the

future who would be going through the same ordeal. | do not personally

concern that they wouldnt be able to stop any bleeding due to the severity of

E_<'=_r;>:;5haemophilia and:erosiinhibitor. At the time doctors were testing a new drug

from Sweden. My GRO- B ireally wanted the treatment, as at the tlme wrosi WAS

struggling to walk and should have really been in a wheelchair. isrosf went

ahead with the surgery and they used the drug from the Swedish drug trial
and injected it using their equipment not the hospital’s equipment During the

...............

.....................................

............

(a 40-mile round trip) and the cost of parking at the hospltal. Those three

months were a nightmare for my family.

21.At Christmas 2004, myEL__G__l}_ngj experienced a stomach problem and abdominal
bleeding. There were tears somewhere leading to a great deal of blood loss.
eRoe was in hospital over new year and into January. It reached a point where
the doctors could not stop the bleeding and attempted another test. They had
long supposed that a large dose of Factor VIII might overcome an inhibitor,

but had never been in a position to test the theory — or so 1 was told. The

...........

bieedmg foRos! had another long stay in hospital, but the experiment had saved

GRrRo-Bilife.

WITN3012001_0004



ANONYMOUS

GRO-B

had nothmg to Iose. Thls was a perfect example of a

5
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..............

28.When my,GRO-B d|edekos knew that/cros dlsappomted me as oro8} had taken out

.............

.........

the boat when eRo.aknewiGRoa shouid not have and crashed |t it is frustrating

because | don’t believe my;GRO-B; would have acted in the wayslcaoedld steRos

thls was somethmg to do with Hepatitis C, obviously | now know this group

concerns HIV.

.........

_________

.........

knew full well what HIV entalled, buti GRO-B ;, emotlons took over and

she could not deal with the idea of having someone with HIV close to her
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see";;;-_é]grandchildren during that time, maybe once every 3 months when the

When you live with someone who has illnesses like this you become used to

................ 4

the idea your GROB can die anytime and you have slightly different
perspectives, but it just felt like one thing after the other.

could be spread by close contact. It can’t. This was a study to prove it. We

were never told anything else with regard to infections.

36

conclusive proof of course, but months of medication seemed to have had

less effect than cabbage.
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R|bevenan, The treatment exacerbatedieno.sg depressmn. It was difficult to

[

distinguish how much OfEGRo-B issues were psychological and what was

physical.crosiwas constantly'_f_é_fi'gued and lethargic.

38.1 belleve ieRo-8] istarted interferon in the 1990s. | don't think it cleared the HCV

becauseseko -'was still talking about having a liver transplant after srosi treatment

was fInIShed.g_t_s_F_tgf_g believed this was the solution that would make everything go
away | said ‘no’ because it was dangerous We were still arguing about it as

_________________

________________________

didn't do it becausesnos dldn t want to die, as much asicros

said it.

...................

.........

.....................

.........

41.My \GRO- B ended up buymg a flat in Cardiff wuthout telling anyone and iseos!

.........................

as long as they dld. Even when they were divorced they were always in

contact and couldn’t live without each other. | truly believe their divorce was
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usually me asking isros: lorosi not to try them as they could prove to be very

dangerous.

...............

saying, ‘Oh no, it's started’. | couid tell that whatever had happened was really
serious and | couldn’t ask anything about it. | knew something was going on
that | didn’t know about. It made me associate haemophilia with ‘bad things’

and | just knew that it was something that shouldn’t be mentioned; it should be

..........................

.......

stress of dealing with everythlng. When you're brought up in such a negative
environment you always look at the dark side of life. It has had a huge impact

on me and was definitely a large contributor to my depression.

9
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remember being worried about if. We couldn’t 1travel and could only go on
caravan holidays because there was no money. | remember being worried
about what would happen in the future. As a child you tend to worry a lot

about such things. | remember it being very difficuit.

|..-._._-

.................

.........

in this regard.
50. My GRO Bwas treated by a psychiatrist thaﬁé;;;_é1was referred to by the hospital.
The rest of the family weren't offered any psychological help or counselllng to

....................

at the haemophlha centre at any tlme. but | took this to be an informal

invitation rather than an offer of formal medical or psychological support.

Section 7. Financial Assistance

10
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...............

...................

.............................

to the post mortem.

Section 8. Other Issues

infected was that no one would acknowledge they had done anything wrong.
There was no accountability. It's one thing having such a terrible thing done to

you but it's even more insulting for people to act like nothing has happened.

55. It's terrible that those infected have had to constantly fight for any information
and help considering they were so ill. Those responsible should have been
going out of their way to make sure those who received contaminated blood

were given appropriate help.

56. Those infected and affected should have been given compensation rather
than being made to jump through hoops and receive monthly payments rather
than a lump sum. | believe this was all done with the belief those who were
infected would die shortly after being infected and with the hope the
Government wouldn’t have to pay so much.

57.I'm disgusted that they didn’t start to test the blood as early as possible. There
were tests available in other countries that could have proven the existence of

contamination in the blood, but they wouldn’t use the tests in the UK as they

11
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e hadn't been tested in the UK. Thrs has always made me really angry When ; ‘
' the Government reallsed what was gorng on they didn't try to help people_"" WL
properly. they just trted to put off paying compensatron ;

58 it ]S obvrous to anyone that taking blood from people such as prisoners and Feg .
drug addicts was a nsk 1 was appalied when | flrst found out they were domg ‘
thrs-—atl because they didnt want to spend money Some of. the blood» |
products had been rejected in other countrres and the UK still bought them 5

~ Anonymity
59 I wrsh to remaan anonymous But I am prepared to gtve orat evrdence if it wrtl

i : Statement of Truth

- 1 belreve that the facts stated m thls witness statement are true .

M scssrasnrasenavarrsrrrssnsnsnrrssreasrerubasrarssy -
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