ANONYMOUS

Witness Name:é GRO-B .
Statement No: WITN3014001
Exhibits:

Dated{')IVTay 2019.

INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY

FIRST WRITTEN STATEMENT OF GRO-B

GRO-B will say as follows:-

Section 1. Infroduction

1. My name lS GRO-B
GRO-B
GRO-B
GRO-B
2. I make this statement as the§ GRO-B éwho was born on theeRos
GRO-B and died at the age ofcRosafter being infected with HIV,

Hepatitis B and C as a result of receiving from contaminated blood products.

3. This witness statement has been prepared without the benefit of access

..................................

4, MyieRo-Bihas provided a Witness Statement to the Inquiry : GRO-B )

Section 2. How infected
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5. MyGRO Be had Haemophilia type A, classed as severe.: {oros! icresiywas diagnosed with

haemophllla at birth when-eao-s- was! GRO-B | The operation almost killed

.................

........

and pig’s plasma.

..........

Cryoprecipitate, from the late 1970s/early 19805%}§was treated with Factor
Vil concentrate products such as FEIBA (Baxter) at UHW.

8. | remember that we had a touring caravan as children and we would often

..........................

10.As far as | am aware myég_lm'\‘_g_f_l%\i tested positive for HIV and Hepatitis Non
A/Non B_( now referred to as Hepatitis C) in 1984.

11.1 am unaware of what information or advice (If any) was given to my GRO-B
beforehand about the risk of being exposed to infection from blood products.
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telllng me about the HIV lmmedlately after the birth of my first child. My e

___________ -

was infected with HIV.

13.When | reconciled my relationship with my | GRO- BGROBexplained that the

___________________________

had not shared this information with us. | believe it was down to the stlgma

associated with AIDS in the 1980s Iingering on. My "'E;'iiB"E‘ were both

....................

urban and metropolitan areas. Vandals painted some anti-AlIDS slogans on

our garage once which had a very negative impact on both of my parents.

___________

..................

16.As a child, | remember having blood taken from me in the UHW by Dr Dasani.

| was told it was for Dr Dasani’s research into how Haemophilia is passed on

{ GRO-B ) | now believe that this was a lie and that | was

..............

know if it was adequate or not adequate.

Section 3. Other Infections
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............................

.........

.........

................

research purposes, the data from those tests was unknown to my:GRO-B:

Section 5. Impact of the Infection

21.My GRO-- experienced extreme depression and mood swings although |

cannot say for certain if these were as a direct result ofiosHIV or Hepatitis C.

ienos had always managed GROBhaemOphlha when workmg but it was the

..................................

..........

...................

out |rrat|onally. | did not realise that my family cnrcumstances were different
until | went to other people’s houses.

23.Christmases would be ruined because of arguments | remember that one

awkward position and some of the equipment had failed. This caused another
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_________

arguments and again Christmas was ruined.

24.1 remember that the medical professionals were going to try a new treaiment

...................

bleeding during the operation failed.

25.1t was explained at the inquest intoiosideath thateaos died as a direct result of
the Hepatitis C.

26.1 believe that my GROB was treated with Beta-Interferon for the Hepatitis C.

...........

years.g_ffg_-_a_; was on numerous antl-depressants and saw a psychiatrist at UHW

regularly.

...........

_________

..................

bowel problems with cold and flu symptoms in the late 1990s. ThlS happened
a lot as time went on.

....................

.........................
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for myigﬁ_g_—_?_ito live with such a lie.E GRO-B ‘wishes to keep smi

.........

infection a secret from friends and family meant that in turn my'GRo B-and |
had to continue this out of respect to| _ GROB | We still do. For example |

have never disclosed to any midwife who has asked that there is a history of
HIV or Hepatitis in the family.

32, Being lied to as a child has impacted greatly on me as an adult. As previously

HIV and other issues. In GRO-B . By the timeisrosiwas

.........

9 months old hiej______g;___lg_g:_q_s____gdied.

34, Luckily, down to my currentg_cis_i;c;-_é_g myigﬁaﬁ did get to know! GRO-B !
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They have grown up without a GRO-B ' as a direct result of jsros!

..........

infections.

___________________

.......................................

time | was growing up; GRO-B idld not teII me how tight things were but

looking back | now realise that we struggled financially.

36. Professionally, 1 believe learning ofi GRO-B infection of HIV aged 26 led

me to struggle at work. | was 35 GRO-B iof

...............

greatly. Followingi GRO-B }death, | took time off work due to anxiety and

.............................

was subsequently sent for counselling by the GRO-B
GRO-B i

around on these occasions but | was brought up without the latest trainers
{not even branded trainers for that matter) and other amenities that | would

have appreciated When he had a pay-out | recall we had a new caravan for

This was how;em-e_behaved and it was irrational. MyiGRO-B has also had trouble

in obtaining car, travel and life insurance.
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Section 6. Treatment/care/support

39.1 was never given any support or bereavement counselling from the hospital,

my; GRO-B {what happened to their’ GRO-B | My/GRO-B had social workers

which my GROB and | always hated being interviewed by; they were always

worker.if_rfgfgalso had a psychiatrist.

Section 7. Financial Assistance

40! GRO-B |had an extension built (to accommodateisros! whenieros! could not

Wi i o i G i e

climb the stairs) and new windows fitted. They received some money for the
extension. Following having new windows fitted they were told by the
Haemophilia Society that they could have claimed for them but were not able
to make retrospective claims. This highlighted, yet again, a complete lack of
support.

41.My sister and | received £3,000 from the Macfarlane Trust to bury myGRO&

waiting for you to get in touch, we couldn’t contact you ourselves to let you
know about the money available”.

43.1t is an outrage to think that we would not have received a penny if we had not
researched and asked. This is disgusting. | had to sign a waiver to say | would

not ask for anymare money.

Section 8. Other Issues
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