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lawyers disclosed last night. -
Many Victims have  con-

tacted lawyers in the past two
weeks in ‘anticipation of this:

Tuesday’s deadline for the is
sue of writs, The case; td begin
in-12" months, will be one o

the~ blggest ever. clalms for --

compensanon
“The

the ‘government. However,
about 50 of the total clalmants
cotifd die “from Aids-related
illnesses in the year beforc the

. A
phmacs have been infected
with: HIV ‘through treatment

wilhi - the -bloed-clotting sub-

stance, - Factor. VIII, whxch
they | recelved thmugh the
NHS; 163 have “sincé - con-
tracted Alds Jand. 1[0 are
dead -

* Ning weeks ago; after 4 cam-

‘paign by .the Haemophilia
Society and The’ Sunday ..
Times that was supporied by
more than 300 -MPs; the gov-
ernrvient offered £20,000 each |
.tohaemophiliacs. But the gov-"genised the
erament said it was not com- -
pensation and ‘that- it would. -

defend legal action.
B Tast mght Graham:-Ross, a
Merseysxde law‘yer acting for
many of the haémophiliacs,
said: *“This firm has taken-on
57" new. cases in the past two
weeks and has réferred 60 else-
whcre People do. not wasit to
miss .the. ‘boat. We ‘are.-very
cncouraged »

A FURTHER 150 haemophxi-, .
1acs infected with the Aids vi-:
rus have'joined legal action

against:the goverriment; their -

‘Health Services:~
Correspenden&

150 Tiew claxmants _]0111'-
60 already’ intending :fo sue

oal of 1,200 haerno-

. Alf Morris;
spokesinan for the disabled,
" saying that the £20,000 tcc"

_ings. in
“their dependams

urther claxms may be

ke account of legal aid rules.
“David Watters, general sec-,

retary of . the -Haémophilia:
‘ Society, -said haemophﬂucs i
swould receivethe £20,000€x-

gratia paymenis in the - next
wo Weeks..

. Thé Sunday Times has! wnt-
ten 16 MPs who. suppofted the
campaign for haemophiliacs,

asking for support for another -

group of HIV-posiiive pa-
tients: an estimated 50 nor-

-haemophilies infected 45 2

result of blood transfusions.

Although they were alsoin- -

fected during NHS treatment,
the government has refused to
extend the £20,000° paymient,

and ‘has also tolsd | out: legal

compensation. .« -

Kenrieth Clarke, the health
$ecretary, wrote last week o
the  opposition

“wholly excep-
itional circumstances” of the
haemophiliacs.
Clarke. wrote: “Haemophﬂ-
iacs.- were . already . suffering
from 4. disability’ which af
fected their employment pros-
pecis and insurance | gtatus.
They had little ovponunny 1o-
insure -their lives or. theu-
mortgages, or to-build ap sav-
er to provad

By Michael Burham - haemophzha means that more
“than one tiember of the fam-
by fay be'infected with HIV.
“These “special - considerations.

_do ot apply 1o those ‘who

ade. in the next:10:weeks as have become infected with

thedeadline for under-18s has

-been extended fo-Aprili15 to _transﬁlsmn

éredxmry nature Df

HiVias a result of as blood

Morris said Tast mght: “Tms

*is'notjustice. We havend:way:

f knowirig what the employ-

‘mient prospects, insurance.sta-
=r4us -of " savings.were - of the
‘blood transfusion victims be--
“fore they were infected. in

some cases: thelr phght 15 ac-

“ tiallyworsé.’

In the- Houae of C(rnmons

on Wednesday Morris put the
costof givingequal treatment.

o non-hacmophiliacs at £2m.
“Is that too:much for the Trea-
siiry ‘fo “find-1n the cause of
elementary jnstice?” heasked.
“Ross; who'is co—ordmatmg a
group: o lawyers acting for
non:haermophiliacs, said legal
action might be taken: )
Several lawyers afe corsid-
ering suing health auibiorities
or blood transfusion services
over, contaminated blood. A
26-year-old man in Scotland is
suing the Scottish blood trans-

-fusion “service for. £200,000,

allegmg he was given ETA
contaminated blood during an
operation:in-1985.

‘A 37-year-old Edmburg,n
woman 15 COﬂS!deHl‘lg smmar
action:after. contracting HIV
in hospital in 1984."A woman
in her twenties in Yorlshire
who was:given contaminatéd

blocd ‘plasma afier being}
July:
. 1985 is considering sning the:
*“authorities and the car driver. |

knocked down by a'cari
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