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i. The 2iatio►ael Biood Trwaflasion Servioe its currently unable to iaeet the 
demands of saliniciarns for osartain preparations of human bid. There is en 
inmediate need to provide moreM aonaentrate (equival+fit to about 275,000 
blood donations nnnu+sliy). Ai G Conoe.ntrato is now the pWerred tbankpeutio 
agent for the treat, ent of heersophilia and considerable benefit could be 
brought to trotto pastionts if adequate aupplioa could be made availa►bl.e for 
their treatesnt. The: is also an incraualn4; de nanil for albumin fractions,, 
vAinly p7 .a is protein motion (dpi ?') which is rrplacing dried .pinac~a and 
plasma subrstitutc,s, Over the n xt few years the neod for .FIT may titre to 
200,000 bottles per e. 1. 

2. At vent part of the demand for these blood products is being mat by 
expensive irsportetl material which is now marketed in this country, and as the 
d nd root saes caianorcigl firma r ey corarsider it worth their while to 
establish panels of paid donors in this country in order to obtain their 
supplies of hunan;blood, Such a develop* nt would constitute a t serious 
threat to the volitarir doter a+ysten upon which the Y81'S is fouMed. The 
Departsent therefore reV-rde it as of the greatest importance, quite apart 
from that question of cost, that the 1i should become self-sufficient as soou 
as practicable in the production of FP and other blood products (the *oat Of 
purchaasi.ag AH' snd PP' fro?a conesercial fi za on the scale otvUaged In 
paragraph I would be around. £6 million P-. ycar) r 

The current output fro t" Blood P iucta J.aboratory, a:lstreo (r FL) fs 
limited by the mount of plasma oupplied by i:ee ional Prrinofusiora C titres (t'Cas). 
This azount in turn deper.io ipon (c) the nor of blood donations collectet 
and the extent to which clinicians are prepared to use blood, in the form of 
cOncentrr=test rod oslle, and (b) thu feoilities avr, ilablo at W%`i'Gs for scsparc tiz 
the whole blood into Go utxited rod cells and plan . it prceent leas than 
10y of blood donations in Bnflcn3 Lind ' ales; are used in the for or concentrated 
rod calla compared with 30-40; in Sesotlundg If this percentage could be raised 
to 44 3n ~ and i%alea it would he po3sible for tie .ti: : ii.o t the demand 
for AR G as;t oentrate aend to increuse the production of PW from the cur 'ent 
figure of 78,000 bottles to 136,Q00 bottles a year. To reach the medium term 
thret of 200,000 bottles of PPF p©r nmu mentioned in tratraph I would n].so 

1,r~ n increase of 400,000 blood donetior>s from the present figure of a
lion per annurn. It is intended that production of blood products in 

Oreat Britain should be coaxdi uatoct and that some of the inoroaaed, samtpat of 
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l.asma 1)reduced in R Ca in Enlftnd a;iii ' nles should, by arrangenerit 
with the Seotti&i Hone end iiclth vepart font, be processed at the 
plasma a otior tion Centre, Liborton, Edia) gh. 

4. To achieve a 7.sA' use of concentrated red celia All require the 
full con-operation of clinicians. Clearly no atopa oan be taken 
taw rd.a thie objective unless parallel action is taken to ens 
that R Ca ve sufficient faoiUtioa to separate more plasma from 
whole blood end tbue to nest the increased unage of concentrated rod 
cello, Tor tale p uvpoco the cast of providing the n sceaaary faciitiea 
such as additiona.l equiprent and staff might be Up to tO.5 million in 
iiglend and 'Sales, part of it recuvring (the cost of collecting 40094 
additional donations annually mi t be of the order to a further 
Z1.0 to 1.5 million) . The a tent to iih ech the capacity of rtTCaa to 
produce plasma can be iticreaaed will vary from Centre to Centre. 

5. It would clearly be considerably cheaper to produce these blood 
px duots within the NEE than to buy them from commercial sources. 

6. If  the nor: sl nrecedurc far the fTwjiciurs of health tsertiaes x re 
' be fol.l.os-err, luthOrittee Would need to a;ree, ao2.l.ective]yc, to 
accord blood transfusion priority for additional reeouraes over a period 
of several years, within a oo—ordinated proreienc of expansion. I;oa;every 
additional czpeiiditux Ls bound to be hat disproportionate as 
between Regions if realietio targets ore adopted with the aim of meting 
P71i3 production ouf`fioient to meet cliniosi noels. It hna therefore 
been decided that since the I partmcnt would in any rant have to 
co—ordinate a progvemme for the Increased production of blood products 
earmarked finance of up to £ i5 million mould exceptional) be 
provided for this purpose. The Department proposes to invite 
€sstimates of requiroa nts in ?TC3 for the inoreraced production of* 
plasma, with the p i. sax;r nisa of me g the ?t 3 ealffeuffioient in Agam 

concentrate in 2 to 3 years. 

"I. Additionaal copies of thin letter are enmloscd for the -regional, 
Medical Officer, the " ei ional T ecaeuror ai1 the Regional Tz-7-u a union 
Director, 

Tours faithfully 
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