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FIRST WRITTEN STATEMENT OF GRO-B 
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1. My name is GRO-B My date of birth isL GRO-B 1966. My address 

is known to the Inquiry. 

fill 

4. Due to my Dad's protective nature, he kept much of the details surrounding 

his Hepatitis C infection to himself. He chose not to tell us much about his 
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health which has hindered my ability to write this statement with full details. 

his personal notes to assist me in preparing this statement. 
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flow to his feet. 
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12. 1 think he received a letter to visit the hospital however I am not entirely 

sure. I'm not sure about the moment he was actually told or what it was 

like as he didn't talk about much of it . I don't know what information my 

Dad was told about his infection or if side-effects and the long-term 

outcome were explained to him. 
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15. 1 feel like the doctors didn't tell him as soon as they should have as they 

were just trying to sweep it under the carpet. In the end I think they only 

told people because so many people had become infected through 

contaminated blood. 

17. He worried about passing it on to me or Mum through sharing cutlery or by 

using the same shower. I was tested for Hepatitis C on 4th October 2019 

and it came back negative. At the time of my Dad's infection we didn't know 

whether we could get it too, it was a stressful time as the unknown of it all 

was scary. 
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21. There does not appear to be any later mentions in his records of Hepatitis 

B or HIV. 

22. I'm not sure if my Dad consented to the plasma transfusion. I can't imagine 

if someone was given adequate information surrounding the risks of 

infection that they would consent. I would imagine if he required a plasma 

transfusion in an emergency following an operation, they would have just 

given it to him. I think if my Dad was asked whether he consented to a 

transfusion, he would have said no. I understand from his medical records 

he signed a consent form dated 28 January 1991 (WITN194013). I 

understand this was him consenting to the operation and any additional 

measures required. It is unclear whether the risk of possibly receiving 

blood products was explained to him and if he consented to this 
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23. As far as I am aware, he was not tested for the purposes of research. 

24. 1 understand from a letter within my Dad's medical records that he was 
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first concern was always our safety. That's the kind of man he was. 

26. After I found out about my Dad's infection, I found it very stressful. I didn't 
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29. It ruined his life — he and my Mum had worked hard all their life and hadn't 

stopped working. They never got a chance to enjoy life after he finished 

working because of his illness. If I had not been able to take them to and 

from town, they wouldn't have had any life at all. I did that for them for 

years. If I hadn't been living near home, then they would never have got 

out of the house. Now my Mum is stuck in a care home and can't even 

enjoy life. 

30. My Dad faced a lot of stigma because of his hepatitis C. I think the stigma 

came from the fact that so little was known about Hepatitis C. It was the 

unknown of it all that was the worst part, and still is. It has only really been 

in the last 20 years that awareness has improved around Hepatitis C due 

to campaigning. 
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35. It is hard for me to comment on the physical impact that my Dad's Hepatitis 

C infection had on him as I don't know whether these symptoms were part 
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wanted a letter in writing which stated he had Hepatitis C — this was the 

letter exhibited earlier in my statement (WITN1940004). 
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42. Hepatitis C should have been on my Dad's death certificate as it 

contributed to his death (WITN1940002). After carrying out some 

research online I found out that when Hepatitis C damages your liver it 

can clog the arteries and can lead to a stroke. A stroke was named on his 

death certificate as a contributing cause of his death. I strongly believe 

the hepatitis C contributed to his death too, I cannot see how it could not 

have done. 
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44. We only found out about financial assistance through my Dad. I do not 

know how my Dad became aware of financial assistance. He left my 

Mum a note explaining it all. If he had not left a note, we would not have 

known anything about it. 
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46. I don't think the payments are sufficient to reflect the group of people that 

have been affected by this tragedy. I've been affected as much as my 

Mum, but I don't get anything. 

47. Trying to get any of my Dad's medical records from his GP, GRO-B 

GRO-B was next to impossible. They continuously stated they 

couldn't allow us to access Dad's records due to patient confidentiality. My 

Mum couldn't request them as she had dementia — at the time I was the 

only person left to request the records and yet they still couldn't give them 

to me. Eventually we received a copy of his GP records. I was able to get 

my Dad's records from the Freeman Hospital, but I had to pay £95 for 

them. 
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48. 1 hope the Inquiry will conclude that somebody from the government must 

be held accountable for this tragedy which affected my Dad and so many 

others. 
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50. 1 don't think anyone was told the truth. Hepatitis C should have been 

included on my Dad's death certificate, but it wasn't. I think the 

government haven't told the truth, they hoped it would get brushed under 

the carpet. I believe that it is only because everyone affected and 

infected are so angry about it that they've even came out and admitted 

that they used contaminated blood. It has taken 30 years and even now 

they haven't admitted it was their fault. 

51. My Mum and Dad were robbed of their retirement. Dad's infection 

affected all our lives. It was just a further burden on all of us that we did 

not deserve. I just want this all to end — the pain of not knowing what will 

happen next. I want to be able to move on in some way. I hope that when 

the government provides compensation that will be it. I've spent so much 

time thinking about what has happened to my Dad — I just want some sort 

of closure. 

I believe that the facts stated in this written statement are true. 
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Signed GRO-B 
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