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seven. 

the impact it has had on her life and our family's life. I would like my witness 

statement to be read in conjunction with my brother, GRO-B: B witness 

statement! GRO-B as he was infected during birth through a secondary 

infection. 
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transfusion however it seems likely that this link was drawn by GRO-B as it 

was discussed in WITN2044002. I just remember that when she told me about 
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7. My mum was transferred to the; GRO-B to speak to GRO-B 

GRO-B ;straight after her positive blood test, and he 

provided mum with further information about the virus. She was told not to share 

towels and other things. I believe mum and dad weren't allowed to be intimate 

and there was some sort of guidance given to them. 
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8. My mum was infected with hepatitis C. After review of her medical records it 

appears she had also been infected with hepatitis B but cleared the virus 

naturally. She was diagnosed in August 1977. 1 have exhibited WITN2044003 

which refers my mum being infected with hepatitis B as a result of her blood 

transfusion 
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9. In terms of consent for the original blood transfusion, the situation was life or 

death so my mum had to have the blood transfusion and was not physically able 

to consent. 
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12. 1 believe my mum was used for the purposes of research in relation to the 

treatment of the hepatitis C. Whenever I spoke to my mum about the treatment 

they were always putting her on different trials. I asked why it was always a trial 

and my mum explained that this was because there was no definitive cure and 

they were trying different drugs to suppress the disease and cure her. I 

remember that for some of the trials she struggled to get on them because she 

was overweight, due to her underlying diabetes, and not healthy enough. There 

was often a reason why she couldn't start a treatment, during the trial for the trial. 

She was used as a guinea pig. 

13. My mum suffered emotionally and mentally but she would never show it, not until 

much later on. The virus had a massive impact on her physically and mentally 

which in turn affected her children. 
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ANONYMOUS 

because she would literally just fall asleep. She always tried to play with us when 

we were younger but you could tell she was struggling with energy levels and 

she was constantly out of breath. My mum could fall asleep at the drop of a hat, 

she would drift off anywhere and this intensified when she was undergoing 

treatment. Sometimes she just couldn't get up and you would have to grab her 

to help her out of her chair. 

15. My mum was always coughing, and although she was a smoker, this seemed to 

worsen during her treatment. She would always complain of headaches, and she 

used to shake constantly, almost like she had Parkinson's disease. I asked her 

once why she was shaking so much and she was it was age but I said, 'mum 

you're not that old'. Her appetite left her too, she would hardly eat anything. She 

would usually have no breakfast, we were lucky if she had a sandwich for lunch, 

and a cracker with a bit of cheese in the evening. She lost a lot of weight but her 

stomach would flare up like a balloon. She had to go to hospital to have it drained 

every six to nine weeks. It was really painful for her. I 'm not sure if that was as a 

result specifically of the hepatitis C, her damaged liver or the treatment she was 

receiving. 

16. She was generally unwell, she had issues with her thyroid and other health 

issues such as black marks on her chest and fluctuating blood pressure. When 

she had an illness, it wasn't like a normal person's reaction. If she had a simple 

cold, she would be out for days. She was immunosuppressed I believe. My mum 

was diagnosed with diabetes in 2016, which I was believe was as a result of the 

hepatitis C. She was also tested for breast cancer and liver cancer. In terms of 

the breast cancer, I don't know whether this was as a result of the hepatitis C or 

if it was something else but she passed away before it was confirmed. 

17. After review of her medical records, I can see my mum underwent three different 

types of treatment for the hepatitis C. She first underwent 52 weeks of treatment 

WITN2044001_0005 



.•. s • r • •_ f r r s 

rf • s -r - r♦ s -] Itflh1 iito - - •L1Fss r 

• f f _ r- .•'- Il 1~ 1 1 •r -• - 

LT1l • f. t # itir iinn -

18. Next she commenced a round of Sofosbuvir, Ledipasvir and Ribavirin from 26 

November 2014 until 18 February 2015 for 12 weeks. She relapsed around one 

week post completion of treatment so the doctors recommenced with 

Sofosbuvir/Ledipasvir and Ribavirin from 23 March 2015 to September 2015 but 

for 24 weeks instead. Unfortunately the virus had simply hidden from the tests 

and it came back with a vengeance barely two months after her finishing the 

treatment. The doctors confirmed in October that the hepatitis C had come back 

[W1TN2044005]. 

19. I remember before her diagnosis, my mum liked a drink on a Friday, and after 

she was told that the hepatitis C had gone she brought home a bottle of Lambrini 

and celebrated with us. She still had cirrhosis of the liver in the final stages but 

we all hoped her health would get better, she'd go on the transplant list and 

everything would improve. She was put on the list but was taken off it due to her 

ill health. She was not told that she had been taken off until she asked where 

abouts on the list she was. They told her she was not well enough to have a 

transplant. This was at the beginning of November 2016. We lost her on GRO-B 

GRO-B 2017. 
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21. 1 think there was an assumption by the medical teams that treated her that my 

mum had used drugs during the 1960s. She felt discriminated against. We didn't 

go around talking about the hepatitis C because of the stigma related to it. We 

kept her diagnosis under wraps because of the link to drug abuse. Those who 

did know were close family members, she never got much support from other 

immediate family or her siblings, she was just kind of left alone. I don't know if 

that was stigma related. 
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23. My sister LGRo_Bi was lost and had a `I don't care attitude. She was depressed 

and drank a lot, which led to her self-harming. I am not sure if that was all to do 

with our mum as she is gay and I think the stigma of this also affected her, but 

mum's health definitely had an impact. I have a young family, as do B ; and 

GRO-B I think we dealt with it in a well you have to just get on with it' way. I 

don't think I had time to grieve or feel sorry for myself. I don't think I will ever get 

over losing her. The last few years of her life were so difficult for her, going 

through the pain and suffering of the treatment. 

24. The hepatitis C had an impact on everything including my mum's social life. Her 

friends would come to see her but they were very careful and wouldn't hug her. 

People are stupid when it comes to the virus, it cannot be transmitted through 

touch or even saliva, blood only. But people don't understand and think hepatitis 

is a dirty, disgusting word. Her friends didn't come round as much as they used 

to. 
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27. It massively affected my mental health. I cried because my mum was dying and 
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dad worked on the trains but he had to stop because he became mum's full time 

carer. He was always there to help her to the point that he was showering and 

dressing her, taking her to the toilet and making all her food. He sometimes had 

to carry her and we ended up getting her a commode by the end. He had to give 

up his job a few years before we lost mum because when she was on treatment 

or in pain he couldn't leave her alone so financially they lost out on quite a lot. 

Section 6. Treatment/Care/Support 

32. My dad confirmed that my mum wasn't offered any form of counselling in relation 

to her infection with hepatitis C. I certainly wasn't and my siblings weren't. It 

wasn't until she went into a hospice that any form of counselling happened at all 

but it wasn't official, I think it was there if you wanted it. 

33. As I outlined above in my statement, mum often wasn't entered into certain trials 

for treatment of hepatitis, WITN2044006 is an example of the issues she faced 

entering into some of the clinical trials due to the entry criteria for them. The 

exhibit contains two letters, the first was from my mum dated 1 October 2014 

questioning why she was not included on a trial as she believed she should have 

been. The second was 
fr

orn
GRo_B

'to my ._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._.: 
mums GP and to my mum, dated 23 October 2014, which outlines a number of 

reasons she could not be included in a certain trial, including her diabetes and 

other liver disease parameters. 

Section 7. Financial Assistance 

34. I know she applied to the Skipton Fund. I do remember she received an initial 

payment and then a further top up payment when she was diagnosed with 

cirrhosis of the liver. My dad confirmed that they received two initial payments, 

he thinks they were for £30,000 and then either £10,000 or £20,000. 
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35. 1 did not recall her receiving regular monthly payments but my dad think she 
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39. Some people have been fighting this for over thirty years but we have been 
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because it would he nice for dad to do something for mu.m — she's not got a 

headstone. It would be good to know dad was supported and financially secure. 

40. We want justice. We want them to realise that what they were doing was wrong. 

I can't even get my head around it after all these years. This is not about money, 

money is what causes these problems, this is about mum and all the other 

thousands of people who lost their lives. Nothing anyone can do or say will 

change the past but it will make the future better. We can create a better future 

for our children so that nothing like this will ever happen again. 

Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this written statement are true. 

GRO-B 
Signed . ,,........ . 

Dated J c.. :wi$v' ;~ 
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