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INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY 

FIRST WRITTEN STATEMENT OFF GRO-B 

Section 1. Introduction 

1 . My name GRo-B ► although I go by the name GRO-B My date 

of birth is GRo-B ;and my address is known to the Inquiry. 

2. I 'ive on my own in a flat in GRO-B near to mylGRo-Bdaughters and grandchildren. 

I moved back to GRo-B =as I wanted to be close to my children to support 

them and because I had separated from my husband. I moved; GRo-B with the 

irrtention of finding a home and I found support with a Solace Women's Aid (a 

women's refuge charity) who helped me to do so. It was no longer feasible for 

me to live with my husband. 

3. I intend to talk about the impact of hepatitis C on my husband' GRO-B: H 

H whom I am separated from, as well as the impact this has had on me. my 

relationship with him, and my children H ,has submitted his own statement to 

the Inquiry, which sets out in detail the circumstances of his infection. His witness 
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number is GRO-B In my statement I would like to highlight my experience as a 

victim of domestic abuse, which I attribute, at least in part. td H hepatitis C 

infection. In my view it is important that the Inquiry is aware of the impact that 

this diagnosis has had on our lives and possibly others. 

Section 2. How Affected 

4. I me H through mutual friend $ GRO-B ;years ago. It was not until arounccGRo-iB 
_._._.«~i•.is•.s'.i:Y._.«_._._».«_._._»._., L•.•.•.....•.•.....•.•.l l._._.«_._._».i 

i GRO-B that we started to become involved romantically. We were 

married on  GRO-B and we moved to'« »«GRO-B«

5. I was not involved in his life when he was first infected with hepatitis C in`GRO-B 

Nor was I involved with him when he was first diagnosed with hepatitis C inIGRO-B 

GRO-B !. H was always very open about his diagnosis C. It was part of 

his identity, that he had hepatitis C as a result of receiving contaminated blood 

from' GRO-B«

6. After we became a couple; H insisted that I go to the; GRO-B :,to 

meet the nurses and discuss the virus. He was anxious that I was aware of 

exactly what it was and how it would affect him. I believe he thought this was 

respectful. I went to the hospital on a number of occasions to discuss with a 

GRO-B about the risk that the virus could be transmitted to me. I 

was «very supportive and tried to find out as much as I could.!  H »made sure that 

he educated myself and my.GRo-sbhildren on the virus, explaining everything in 

detail and all the things he had to go through as a result. That way the focus 

could solely remain on him, and his pain. 
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7 Before we became involved GRo-Bad no documented evidence that he had been 

infected as a result of contaminated blood. He was aware that others had been 

infected in this way but he had done no research to prove that he himself had 

8.  H« ruent through three rounds of treatment. The first time was before we were 

involved with each other, and it was not successful. The second round was also 

unsuccessful; H underwent the third round of treatment iri GROB i It 

did successfully clear the hepatitis C. He suffered and struggled with each round 

of treatment and made sure we were aware of his pain. The focus was on H 

and ensuring that he was comfortable. Hepatitis C is a debilitating disease and 

despite the treatment being successful he still suffers from the affects now. 

Section 3. Other Infections 

9 H ;was infected with hepatitis C, only. 

Section 4. Consent 

10. I do not have much knowledge on the subject of consent. I understand he would 

have consented to any treatment he was given. I don't know if he was involved 

in any trials or research. 
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Section 5. Impact 

11. In terms of the symptoms of hepatitis C. over the years H ;suffered from 

neuropathy, brain fog and different mental health issues. He suffered massively 

with his tiredness. It ruined his life because he had no energy for anything. I didn't 

always understand this. He was often very tired and would just lie in front of the 

television for hours unless, on the rare occasion, he was working. He couldn't 

sleep in the same bed as me, often sleeping on the sofa, because he was too 

hot and itchy. I H ;was also self-medicating through drinking alcohol, in his mind 

his life was over and he was only going to get progressively more ill. 

GRO-B 

1r H  uffers with depression. His personality type is his own, but the hepatitis C 
:.-•--•--- 

made things worse. 

1 GRO-B 

GRO-B rhat was it, from that point 

onwards tie was abusive but had made a corninitment to him and wanted to try 

to make things better and help him in some way so I stayed. 

15. I thought marrying him would provide some stability in mine and; GRO-B »~ ? 

lives. I thought it would be helpful to have a man around who was financially 

secure. After we were married, he retired. He put his feet, so to say, under the 

table and was comfortable, he had what he wanted. I essentially became his 
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r------- ---t . 
ear, ~; H Bikes the idea of someone being Itiere to cook for him aria

aft E ! It was a weird, dysfunctional home where he was in control. 

1F 1 !hpn I mot career as c GRO-B en; l was thorn , =lily involved 

within the community GRO-B 

GRO-B , V. :  i ! . I

with I  i'J . : nc I' . i r"s. f 11 ..:11' __ i'~i1, ?I':_, '' `,'.it' I! H 1 :1' .71. 

roolod a f v. I li .N' it.j1 i f Iffl 3rltl fl` ,Ill.; 1.~~ ,~'.;l .r_i .3 .!t,'' i! 31,a I _.li,

I °` Ii 1 8 it ' r lra; : 1OI '; .! . ;ii .di ' i 1 tl)' z',i ls, f ,: uIC: VI:, 1' . _,I h tlh  i+ t 3 i ll. 

i l „ i II;1rI v .II ,-:L`. . !t "t 'XiI .a f...j. fl r.i; ,)(:t V (fl C r l ti'u: (1 to I 'ti'vi;It 

it ;;I i . . . titti' i - rrl(' f-?;.11 i ' _. i. ( ;?i In Iroill of -:. 

I'[.1" 1 i1,' € 1 91 L ,!r+ Vr 
u Out I ki:ii €all-I l it, .`? Ii H 

I! I , est1+ t , f . :11 or, l<' Ic cay ' `I . 1 vas

he was aiwa~., = i i~ , . . I ,ii, ';m: 

17. For year r o- ed me to sell rn , :1'.:1 bt H a ml GRO-Br i t first I 

said n GRO-B 

Eventually, GRO-B I agreed and sold the f -RO-B 

GRO-B  soon realised I had made the biggest mistake a` 

H had sold his flat I +~Want all his money and then hP huNied me into selling 

m ine. 

18 Lookir t ! i' ,.. big t ;; .; .~e I woulc >:iy H _ '.rer : r. ;, „us 

end th f. , . ?. .: , i.. r 'li . . .i!I ' 1  .,a contro l eh ,;;,_::_u I believe th~_1 the 
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progression of the symptoms exacerbated his fear, and the lack of control over 

himself and his body made him want to control everyone around him. He took 

out this deep anger on me physically, mentally, and emotionally. I was often 

blindsided and gaslighted. he would use the illness or the treatment as an excuse 

for his behaviour. I was told once by a policewoman to take my money and run. 

But I put up with him because I believed in my heart that I could support him and 

make him happy. I didn't see myself as a victim. 

19H ) is not a bad person but he is not good with people or with relationships. He 

tried to manipulate me and
GRO-B_._._»._._._»._._._._._._._._».__._._».__._» 

GRO-B 

GRO-B 

20. Learning that you cannot help someone who does not wish to help themselves 

is a painful lesson to learn They say that the liver is linked to your emotions and 

so that's part of the disease. I suppose that's why they use the word liverish.; H 

has serious anger issues that he has never dealt with. I believe a big part of this 

is as a result of the way that he was infected. He promised many times he would 

undergo therapy but he never did. 

21. My health was impacted significantly. I was constantly stressed and there was a 

lot of grief. It was not until I moved back to;GRo-B that I was diagnosed with 

PTSQ which was as a result of the chaos of living with ------ - GRO-B

GRO-B  'At the same time as caring for; H I have had to deal 

with my own medical problems. I had tc cook and clean, he was unable to 

accompany me to my hospital appointments. 
_._._._._._._.__._._».__._._ 

GRO-B
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GRO-B 

y  t '  is bett' nc 

I ;..  k t+0 GRO-B t °v ~ry other day and they otte,. E>e nie cut to treat m;c 

Section Trc 4ment/ r S.uppo't 

22. 1 (tire r::cj faced any •:Ilñi, lIt _ . cc obit__- .s. in receiv iq tr- tr g of 

,... a ,,... . 
siiilFJVI I. TI1;_ Iasi rJUr7d c.i c.f `<J I-)  t 

23. 1 do not h, . licvc any psvcl-v.)lc,q; :; :.rla» 1't or. courrscllr 3n vzJ:_r'. made _stiai l blc. 

Section 7. Financial Assistance 

r-- ------
24. H r>, : ~ivn uppor? frc~r , - lh • fi rarrr...'ial cc fi 'n« but I h = nut 1 ,<:vra en rich tcc 

Cat with it. t;r  , ; led ;1Itti asilIui t1 •: 5 I ;;O.ltl GRO-B 

GRO-B 

Section 8. Other Issues 

2fS In t n c : r  ~mn ri ',trr:, i rnr i thr inq;..rr' ll I H i he 

i l ' i . . 
W r r~~r, er.~~ ~.;,.,~rrr_F~i :~~.:.~ti:~in to tiirrr~..~.~ , 

- - - - • dial .:=.n~ ,rr~rt rt..l:~ and ~ 
------- ------- ------- I , ; 
GRO-B Ivr=1~ nt~ 

Go t r[)H_C:rl(-re p_ .i t~ -. I ,f~ . i-, i✓ _ •G~ ULE -t- : .t'...' v~: ;-
E_q_ 

a ! ('_ ,:ity ci -.. c; rt`. I _.~.{ 7 
4•t c' Iv,~~ ~/Y.tn 

iri {;lfi t tE t HCA' 'ird .1 dl.. ? . . 'i St ljvEi I -iivT hra-,  i through 

r. ca abeU• L v tlr  i t¼;uiry. 
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Statement of Truth: 

1 1)€:I!('V( th« ill€ fads _ <tiw R ffi1C W"I( r1 St It:: nc it _dlF~ t ij .: 

GRO-B 
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