Witness Name:|__ GRO-B__|
Statement No: WITN7258001
Exhibits: WITN7258002-3

Dated: \KKSGPT QQQ.Q.

INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY

| provide this statement in response to a request under Rule 9 of the Inquiry Rules
2006 dated 13 September 2022.

GRO-B iwill say as follows: -

Section 1: Introduction

1. My full name isi
is known to the Inquiry. | am married and have 3 children. | work for the National
Health Service as an IT Manager.

3. | wish to speak about my infection with Hepatitis C (HCV) as a result of a
transfusion in child birth.

4. | confirm that | am not currently legally represented and that | am happy for the
Inquiry Team to assist me with my statement.

5. | also confirm that | have had the option to seek anonymity and the Inquiry’s
statement of approach explained to me. | can confirm that | am requesting

anonymity.
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£, | have given the Investigator a number of documents; these letiers written o me
by the NHS are produced as Exhibits WITN7258002 and 3. A schedule of &l
the documents produced as exhibits is listed at the end of this staternart,

Section 2: How Infoected

7. Following the birth of my 37 child on the]__ GRO-B___

Blood and continued 1o do sowhen athome, | was laken back into The Northern
Genaral Hospital (now part of Sheffield Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation

(Difation and Curetiage). As it happened this was not the case.

8 | recall the Doctor/ Consultant asking if| was always this pale. They did a blood
test and an hour or so later the same doctor came into the room and said |
needed an immediate blood transfusion, which | refused initially.

w

{ asked why | couldry't have iron tablets instead, butwas toid by the same doctor
if 1 aidt not have the transfusion, given the rate | was blesding | would have a
cardiac arrest and die, She asked why | was 0 against i, and | told her [ was
scared of HiV, which was prevalent at the time. She assured me "You have

nothing to worry about as all the bleod is now heat freated”,

10.1 went ahead with the transfusion but under duress. | had 3 pints of blood on

thelsrosi and!  GRO-B iand was discharged the following day.

11.1 have my posinatal medicat notes from the hospital (these are hand written and
some numbers/ lettlers a hard to read), it shows that | had the 3 transfusions
over the 2 days, and gives the batch numbers as:

88519509

SB8ET203 or BOBET2D3

ER040408 or 88840408

This is produced as exhibit WITNT258003

12.9 years later; | received alelter from the National Blood Services dated April 1
1996 saying | may have been infected with a virus known as Hepatitis & oand
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they would like to check my blood. The letier emphasised that thers is no
relationship between Hep C and HIV or AIDS These are letlers are exhibit
WITNT 258002 (Pages 110 §)

13.Up to this time | had had no spacihic symploms (o worry me about any infaction.
| did have a bone infection in the sacroifiac joint of my pelvis, this started on 24
December 1994 and | was in hospital for 3 weeks. The doctors were never able
to identify what had caused this despite mulliple tests, 80 lonking back it may
have been connectad to the HOV.

14,1 made an appointment to see my GP as | had never heard of Hep © and he
was unable to provide me with any information as this was all refatively new 10
tham, aven in 1988

15, After my inifial blood test | went back a week or so later for the resulls with a
work colleague. | found the whaoie thing very ‘cold’ and matier of fact, | was iold
| had anti-bodies for the Hep C virus. | remember asking ‘does this mean | have
i and was wold | have the anti-bodies! | would rather bean told yes or no.

18.My colleague sctually explained to me that raised ant bodies meant 'yes’ | did
have the virus.

17,1 went to The Central Sheffisld University Hospilals - Royal Hallamshire Hospilal
(now part of Sheffisid Teaching Hospitals NHE Foundation Trust) for my ‘carg’
from that time, | was dealt with initislly by the Infectious Diseases Depariment

18, The hospital did liver biopsies 4 times over a period of 8 years, this every 2
years from 2004 o 2010, The letter re the initial biopsy is exhibit WITN7 258002
{page 7).

19 These biopsy tests were very painful and very invasive, they were dong 10 see
if you were eligible for treatment, If you didn't score over & {on the Knodel!
Scoring System to caloulate the Hepatic Activity - with 10 being the worst BCOTE)
you didn't get reatment. | was usually scored about 2.

2011 had no other risk factors to getling HCV: | have nothad any other transfusions,
| have never taken drugs intravenously, and | have no tattoos or piscing's. | had
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ry sars pierced when | was 11 years old, this was in a reputable establishment
in England.

Bection 3 Other Infections

21 As far as |'m aware | have not contracted any other infections, than HOV.

39 1 don't know that | have been tested without my knowledge or consent or used

for research purposes.

23 | do not believe | was provided with adequate information about my infaction of
how 1o deal with it

Section §: lmpact

24 The mental effect on me has bean the worst thing. | didn't mention the HCV 1o

anyong because of the stigma attached to it.

251 hated the bright yelow ‘Category 3’ warning stickers, these were placed on
your paperwork to show you were infecied with a high risk infection but i never
said what this was whenever you had blood taken. | always wanted to tell the
Phiebotomist “what | have is from a blood transfusion”.

26, Also | was mortified to find out you are put in a different coloured body bag
when you die in hospital with HCV, | found this outbecause lwork in a hospital,
when | was talking to the moriuary assistant | saw 2 different coloured body
pags. He explained they use one colour body for anyone with no issues and
another if you have HIV or HCV {| presume to alert the undertaker). foried when
| fourud this out

V]
i

7 | recall asking my nurse specialist at the time if this virus would kil me, to whith
she replied so matter of fact oh yes', which was very difficult to deal with, Az a
mother of three young children | was absolutely heart broken, | could not get

my head around this,
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28 When your Hospital Consultant asks how long you have been infacted? You

you shared the needle?” As | was responding ‘You've obviously not read my
notes”

24 1 cried when | came out of that clinic and that was the last time | went o the
infectious Diseases Department. | remamber going to see my OGP {1 cant
remember why) | toid her and she referred me o Dr Gleeson in the Gastro and
Hepatology Department still atthe same hospital, where | stayed untit { hadmy
freatment.

a0, 0. Giseson aranged almost immediately for me tn start reaiment, he didn’t
worry about me having a@ score of € or above on the Knodell Scale.

GRO-B

32,1 knew that the genotype of my HCV was important | tried find out what
genotype | was but wasn't able to, the hospital kept fobbing me off saying it was
dificult for them to find out Eventually | found it on some papenvork.

331 sufferad with Psoriasis; which was exacerbated when Lwas on my
reatment. | was seen by my GP reguiarly to Iry different treatmenis {of which
none worked) and was finally referred to Dermatology. | did rention this to
the Hep C Clinical Nurse Specialists who told me they could have helped me
hat | mentioned il

34 1 a letter | was sent in January 1998 exhibit WITN7 258002 page 8 - 10,
Trere was an explanation of previous procures and a new medication might
necome available later (Interferon and Ribavirin), The doctors intendad {0
repeat Ultrasound Liver Biopsy every 2 years.
it also states the doctor was please that | had tackied my alcohol issus. This
was never discussed with me because, | didn't have any alcohal (ssue. Waybe
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bacause this was what they were used to dealing with, not because of a
fransfusion, in my <8s5e,

Treatment

35 My trestment began mid Dec 2008 for approx. 12 months which | completed, |
was given Ribavirin and Interferon - Injection every Sunday and 2 tablet every
day.

368 | suffered with side effects to this reatment; unbelievable tredness, | was in full
time empioyment and my children were 21, 23 and 25, | recall having to rancal
a planned holiday..

37.1 had to have regular biood tests — | hated these because of the Cat 3 stickers.
| also had 2 eye tests as there were side effects from the treatmant. it was
described to me as ke looking for cotton wool behind your eyes.

38, Due o the stigma surrounding HCV at this time, my infection was all kept very
hush-hush from my family and work,

39.1 had my children tested as a precaution that | might have passed the infection
on. | was concemed about them given it was years after that | found out about
thus.

40, Being intimate with my husband, was hard as | cannot recall anyone axpaining
the chance of passing the virus on.

41, Only one work colleague knew about my infection {my line manager). She fold
me if ever | had an accident at work where | bled | had to deal with this myself
and not to let the first aider help me. Thers was a ime | did cut myself quite
badly and had to go into the ladies toilet to try 1o sort this out. Mo-one it ihe
office could understand why | didn't use the first aider.

471 also remember baing 5o unbelisvably tired atwork and crying about that. Many
days being at work was so hard, just through being so tired,
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4731t was very difficult with my immediate family, if you ever bled notletling anyone

near you,

44. Also in the back of my mind was that | had been fold this was going to il e,

{ tmentiCars!Supn

art

Section 8: Trea

451 do not think | got the appropriate advice when | was first diagnosed by the
Infectious Diseases Unit It got better when | moved to the Gasto and
Hepatology Department under Dr, Gleeson.

48, They would only give me a dental appointmant at the end of the working day.
Again this was ancther time you had to disclose the infection, when you didn't
want o due o the embarrassment.

47 No counselling or psychotogical support was made available o me.

Sectien 7; Finangial Support

48, 1think | heard that financial assistance was available to those infected with HOV

vig tha media.
49.1 applied to the Skipton Fund and was granted the stage 1 payment in 2004,
501 don't think that | had any preconditions, before { was able to get this maney.

51 1t was never made apparent to me that once the Skipton Fund closed, | should
have been moved over to English infected Biood Support Scheme which
entited me to additional financial help but this never happened. The Hep C
Trust have told me they have lots of cases like this currently.

52.1 have contacted the English Infected Blood Support Scheme and tam waiting
for tharm o respond o me.
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Section 8; Dther Issues

53, { have no other matiers that would like to ralse,

Criginat
document title

Exhibit number
and page

Realavant
tlate

Frecis

National HLY
Look Back
Programms

VWITNT 258002
Pages 1-3

24/31/496
{Formm
compiated)

Matonal HOV Lookback Form
LEFY

identification of Fate of implicated
Component I
Donation Mumberi GRO-B |
Cells

GRO-B
Date of transfusionGRO-BRY

Form completed 24/01/98

Matinnal HOWV
Look Back
Programme

WATNT 258002
Page 4

12.1.88

Title: Hepatitis C Look-Back
Letter

To Mr Fraser (he was an Obs &
Gynacology Consultant)

From D LA Jones. Senior
Clinical Medical Officer o -
Re Mr¢ GRO-B Dofi GRO-B!

..............................

has conducted a review of
pervious donations from donors
now known to be infected with
Hepatitis C'. 1t has been decided
o contact the reciplents of blood
originating from these donors
shouid be fraced.

D Fraser given a 14 day oplion o
gither council or cause the patient
o be tested himsslf, or twould be
referred to the clinician or GP
currently responsible.

Dr R, Fraser elects not to councit
the patient,

Mational HOV
Look Back
Programme

WITNTZE8002
Page &

Letter from Mationg! Blood Service
O DAL Jones Senior Clinical
sedical. Qficar {as abovel

To Mrs GRO-B f
{ookbatk IBHET [ agreemment with
GFY re biood vansfusion on
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I 27/08/87 at the Northern General

Hospiial

The blood may have besn carmving
an infection known as Hepatifis C.
She should take a blood test,

in bold ‘1 should emphasise that
there is no relationship betwsen
Hepatitis C and BV or AIDE

Mational HOWY
Look Back
Programmse

YWITNT 258002
Fage 8

25,4 .56

Later from National Blood Service
Dr DA, Jones Senjor Clinical
Medical Oifficer. {as above)

ToMrs GRO-B |
Further 0 yaur msemmg with Dr
Hewson on 254 86 this s o
gonfirm that you are positive for
the presence of antibodies to the
Hepatitis C virug’

Then offers a referral to Dr Mike
Mokendrick for further tasls and
advice, should receive an apt. n4
10 8 weeks.

Mational MOV
Look Back
Programme

WATNT725B002
Page 7

11.4.97

Letter from The Central Sheffield
University Mospitals

From Dr M Schmid (Registrar fo
D w;;;ig;_mfxmmmm_._._._._.!

To Mz GRO-B :

Guoing to be admitted on 18,487
for an ultrasound lver biopsy,

National HCV
Look Back
Frogramme

WITNT 258002
8-10

14,1898

Letier from The Central Sheffieid
University Hospitals
From Stephen T Green MD

ToMré GROB |

GRO-B

13.1.98
Explanation of previous proouras
and new medication avallable
{interferon and Rimavann -
prasumed to be Riberviron).
Irtends to repeat Ultrasound Liver
Biopsy every 2 years.

Please that she has tackled the
alcohol issus.

States talk of genotyping of
Hepatitis C s ‘running before we
are walking'. [BD comment -
Interesting commaent for 1908]
Always upsetling when a patient
811t happy.

‘Many patients have found it
extreamely ussful to talk 1o either

WITN7258001_0009




Hepatitis C Social Worker and

councillor who works with us'.

Summary WITN7258003 | 21.8.87 Postnatal Notes (Medical notes)

1 page only (First date | Relates to 3 units of blood given

shown) on 27 & 28.8.87.

Batch numhers:
GRO-B

GRO-B

Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

GRO-B
Signed

Dated ‘S\J\ &A?\f O)chg )
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