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1 Britain's 5,000 haemo-
philiacs called yesterday
for improved safeguards
for blood infusions after it
was reyealed two men had
died after receiving plasma
coptaminated with  the
killer disease Aids,

Within hoors the Central
Blood Laboratories’ Authority in
Elstree, Herts, said that from
next April they would be “ heat
treating” all plasma used to
make the special clotting agent
u;od by “haemophiliacs, Factor

Urgent consideration * to
using heattreated blood pro-
ducts was one of three demands
by Haemophilia Society co-
ordinator Mr David Watters.

1t is not yet known if the
Government will insist that
imported American Factor VIII,
implicated in the d:aths of both
Mr Terence McS 3 f
Wishaw, and Mr
58, of Bristol, shmnu e
treated.

The heat process, similar_ to
the pasteurisation of milk,
involves raising plasma to a
temperature of around 60 C for
half an hour, and doubles the
cost of treatment because it
halves Factor VIII's clotting
power.

 Tests in months

“As far as we know from
experiments, the Aids virus. is
very sensitive to heat,” said Dr

ohn ison, professor " of
medical mitcrobiology at Univer-
sity  Coll in ndon, ans

Hospital who htve developed a
possible test. for ‘Aids in blood.

The- urgent establishment of
the Middlesex team’s tests for
the virus 'HTLV-3, which is
linked to Aids, was another of
Ahq_dt;-a;unds by the Haemo-

ety

Prof Pattison said that if a

pilot study was successful, the
tests could be in wide use in a
matter of months.

Streng. criticism of Britain's
blood transfusion centres *“many
of.- which: fall sh.art of the stand-
2135 which -we/regard as accept-
able,” came: from  Mr. Watters.

He €aid strict controis shvald
be irtreduced ‘so° {hat those in
hi £ro 0 uals

tnose.” already  suffs.’ng fmru
lc«nupm on Back P, Col 6
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Mr John Patten. Parlizment. |
ar. secretarv for fiealth, yostor |
dav urveiled a fo1-point plan |
t+ cembat the furrier spread of
Aids (Acquired Immunity Defi-
aenecy Syndrome).

FirsT, new leaficts and con-
trols are being introduced at
Blood Centres to eliminate high
risk donors.

“No homosexual or anyone
else in a risk group should give
blood at the moment — that is
absolutely critical,” he said.

Seconp, the Health Educa-
tion Council is to amount a cam-
paign on how Aids could be
controlled.

Turrp, pilot  studies  are
being carried out to discover
whether the tests for HTLV-3
could be widely wused for
screening.

TOURTH, the Medical
Research  Council is engaged
in five projects “to look at
the whole issue of Aids.™

Mr Patten added that Britain
would be self-sufficient in
blood by late 1986 so from
that' date there would be no
need to use Factor VIII
imported from America, where
blood is bought rather than
donated.

Symptons  of Aids are
swollen glands; pink or purple
blotches on or under the skin
—apainless, but gradually get-
ting bigger; weight loss of
around 10 Ibs in less than
two months; fever persisting
for more than a week: a per-

sistent cough; and persistent
diarrhoea. |

1¢ in
Br am m dm of AIDS Last
vear, a b55-year-old man died
in  Bristol after receiving
Factor Eight concentrate of
American origin. About jalf
the blood clotting agent used
in Elmm is imported from

Ameri
Tests

Expansion of Britain’s blood
products laboratory at
Elstree, Hertfordshire, will
mean that by late 1986
American imports will be
unnecessary.

Currently, Britain imporls
blood products, but all the
whole blood given in trans-
fusions, comes from donors in

oy

has been sent
¢ homosexuals and
hard drug wusers in Britain
not to donate blood.

The test for AIDS, which
will eventually be done on all
donated blood, was developed
by scientists al the Middlesex
Hospital Medical School and
the Chester Beatty Labora-
tories in London,

Announcing measures to
combat the ‘spread of the
“Gay Plague,” junior Health
Minister Mr John Patten said
vesterday : ‘It is hoved to
increase the availability of
tests within the next few
months."
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