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Plasma 

tests in 
Aids war 
By GRAHAM JONES 

REPRESENTATIVES of 
Britain's 5,000 haemo-

philiacs called yesterday 
for Improved safeguards 
far blood infusions after it 
was revealed two men had 
died after receiving plasma 
copraminated with the 
killer disease Aids. 
Within .belles the Central 

Blood Laboratories' Authority to 
Elstree, Herts, said that from 
next April they would he "heat 
treating" all plasma used to 
make the special clotting agent 
used by -haemophitlaas, Factor 
VIII. 

Urgent consideration , to 
using heat-treated 'blood pro-
ducts was one of three demands 
by Haemophilia Society en. 
ordinator Mr David Watters. 
It is not yet known if the 

Gnvarpment will insist that 
impor d American Factor VIII, 
implicated in the deaths of both 
Mr Terence. McStay, 33. of 
Wishaw, and Mr!-' GRo-A 
58. of Bristol, shotria'-xtstr'nir 
treated. 

The heat process, similar to 
the pasteurisation of milk, 
involves raising plasma to a 
temperature of around 60 C for 
half an hour, and doubles the 
cost of treatment because it 
halves Factor VIII'a clotting 
power. 

Tests In months 
As far as we know from 

expecinlwta, the Aids virus is 
very sensitive to heat," said Ar 
John Mattison, professor of 
medical mierehiology at Univer-
sity College in London, and 
head of a team at Middlesex 
Hospital who have developed a 
possible test for Aids in blood, 

The urgent establishment of 
the Middlesex team's tests for 
the virus HTLV3, which is 
linked to Aids, was another of 
the demands by the Haemo-
philia Society. . 

Prof Pattison said that if a 
pilot study, was successful, the 
tests could be in wide use in a 
matter of months. 

Sirchg criticism of Britain's 
blood transfusion centres "many 
ut wh:ch fail shirt of the stand-
a. es which we )regard as accept-
aWu; came from Mr. Wafters. 

He said attics controls on, ill 
be u:t'gduced so that then in 
high title groin horn xuats 

loose adY sut~f'- -i;Q•; s ,t endirm 
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AIDS FIGHT 
By GRAHAM JONES 

Continued from Page One 
ads -- should nut Ic allowed to 
g.eohed. 

Mr .tuba Patten. farli:mo nt 
ar. secretary for health, SEct 'r- I 
day or.' riled a I"' [mint plan 
t, c•.imbat the fnr•h^r unread of 
Aids (Acquired Immunity Defi• 
ucnry Syndrome). 

FIRST, new leaflets and con-
trols are being introduced at 
Blood Centres to eliminate high 
risk donors. 

' Na homosexual or anyone 
else in a risk group should give 
blood at the moment — that is 
absolutely critical," he said. 

Sgcsys, the Health Educa. 
tion Council is to amount a cans-
paign on how Aids could be 
controlled. 

THIRD, pilot studies are 
bring carried out to discover 
whether the tests for HTLV.S 
could be widely used for 
screening. 

Fouarn, the Medical
Research Council is engaged 
in five protects " to Ionic at 
the whole issue of Aids." 
Mr Patten added that Britain 

would be self-sifcirnt In 
blood by late 1986 so from 
that date there would be no 
need to use Factor VIII 
imported from America, where 
blood is bought rather than 
donated. 

Symptoms of Aids are 
swollen glands; pink or purple 
blotches on or under the skin 
—'painless, but gradually get-
ting bigger; weight loss of 
around It) the in less than 
two months; fever persisting 
for more than a week: a per. 
sisteet cough; and persisteat 
diarrhoea, 

Blood safety check 
By GLARE DOVER, Medical Reporter 

A TWO-PRONGED attack has been launched by 
British scientists in a bid to beat the deadly AIDS 
virus which can be carried in blood donated by 
male homosexuals and hard drug users. 

All blood plasma used to 
make the life-saving Fac-
tor Eight for haemophitfa F:  'j 
sufferers, It to be heat-
treated by next April to 
kill the virus. 

And a new test Is to be 

virus being passed en Lnrough 
blood transfusions or blood 
products. 

Britain now has between 
-

Oil 
with and ae AIDS victims, all with 

Issue chance of survival. 
The move to bring in heat 

treatment was announced 
yesterday by the Central 
Blood Laboratories' Authority, 
following the death of haemo-
philia sincerer Terence Mc. 
610y, 33, who had been treated 
with Factor 5, at the Royal 
Victoria Intu•mar s N te. 
Haemophiliacs rii bleeding 
to death Irons cuts and 
bruises unless they are given 
Factor Eight, the blood clot-
ting agent, which Is extracted 
from the plasma of donated 
blood. 

MrUc9tay is the second 
haemophilia sufferer i n 
Britain to die of AIDS, Lust 
Year, a 55-year-old moo died 
In Bristol after receiving 
Factor Eight eoneentrate of 
American origin. About jail 
the blood clotting ascot used 
In Britain Is inputted Irom 
America, 

Tests 
Expansion or Britain's blond 

products Ia;boro Wry at 
Elatree, Herefords hare, will 
mean that by late 15138 
American Imports Wilt he 

has been sent 
imosexuals and 
era hl Britaht 

the Chester Beatty Labora-
tories In London. 
Anuouncing measures to 

combat the 'spread of the 
Guy Plarue." Junior Health 

Minister Mr John Patten said 
yesterday • ' it Is staled to 
Increase the availability of 
tests within the next few 
months." 
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PATTEN: High hopes 

Infected 
.rimers 
face jail 
• DONOR bumwexuals 

in Australia, Whose 
lnfecled blood causes the 
death or a patient after 
truosfusian' en u l d be 
jailed for manslrugb ter, 
an SIP said yesterday. 
Thu felInes now la in 
Queensland, 

a 
-here Iwo 

babies died last week 
of ter receiving AIDa-
tainled blood. 

• Alreadv anyone In 
Queensland  who 

doesales blood willunal 
staling they are AIDS sir. 
time  Pates a two-yeas 
sentence. No Australian 
donor who admits to be-
ing homosexual eau give 
blood. All accepted dollars 
must sign a declaraliuu 
stating they are not 
hamooexua u, 

In Sydney, where out 
in us men are said to 

be bisexual and Where 
the majority of Aust-
ralia's homosexuals live, 
there have been violent 
attacks on We say 
e ants. 
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