DEPARTMEMNT OF HEALTH. .UMAN SERVICES Public Health Service

Centers for Disesse Contrat

Atlanta, Georgua 30233
July 9, 1982

TO:; Ms. Marietta Carr, Alpha Therapeutic Corp.

SURJECT: Ponswmocystis Carinii Pneumonia among Patiants wvith Bemophilia

I am vriting to {aform you that three cases of Pneunccystis corinii pheumonia
(PCP) among patients vith severe hemophilia 4 have recently besa reported te the
Cantars for Disesss Control (CDC)_-

One of these men has died, and the other two rematn in eritical condition. HNone
of the patients showed evidence of underlying disease or had received immno-
suppressive therapy associated with such life-thraatening opportunistie
infections. Io vitro immunclogie studies revealsd profeund dysfunction of
cellular immunity. A4ll three patieats wers hetercsemg] Asericsn vhite men with
oo history of intravencus (IV) drug abusa. All three patiants had received
Tacter VIII concentrate frequently for at least the past  years. HNo two of the
patients are tnovn to have received concentrate from the same lots.

During the past 12 months, over 440 cases of life-threstening opportuniatic
infections (primarily PCP) and Kaposi's sarcoma have besn reported to the CDC
among persons vithout underlying dissase. Most of these cases have occurred
smonig homosexial men, haterosexual men atd woman who were IV drug abusers, aund
Haitfans vho recently enterad the United States. Studies of the patiente showed
avidence of cellular {mmine dysfunction. Although the cause of this immune
dysfuncrion {8 unknoam, the possibility of a transmissible agent has baen
suggested, and concern about possible traammission through blood products has

been ratsed.

Add{tional details on thesa cases vill be published tn the Morbidity and
Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) on July 16, 1982. Physiciane caring for patiants
vith hemophilia should be alerted to the occurrence of these three cases. €DC is
conducting surveillancs and gethering additional information to determine the

significance of these raports.

Cases of opportunistic infections or suspected acquired {amune deficiency ahould
be immediately reported through your State BHealth Departmsent to CDC. Inquiries
and reports should be directed to Bruce Evatt, M.D., Division of Hoet Factors,
Center for Infectious Dissases, CDC, Atlanta, Georgia, 30333 (Telephone:
404-329-3925).

Thank you for your assistance. AP 0071
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