These new surveillance tech-
nologies. which US intelligence
say's are being aggressively pur-
sued in the Soviet Union,
threaten to end the 30-vear era
of submarine invuinerability
which has made them the most
secure and most “‘survivable”
component in the West's deter-
rent system.

Details of the experiments
were first disclosed in yester-
day's editions of the conserva-
tive Washington Times
newspaper.

The US deterrence system
also contains the land-based
balllistic missiles and the B-1
and B-2 manned bombers as
main components of the strate-
gic triad.

However, the future of Brit-
ain's deterrent depends almost
completely on the new genera-
tion of Trident II missile-carry-
ing submarines, which are due
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Government’s chief medical of-
ficer said. Page 22

Artist dies

Feliks Topolski. the Polish-born !
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while operators listen for the
echo as the amplified sound-
waves bounce back when they
strike a submarine. The opera-
tors also listen for the sound of
a submarine’s propellers.

Spurred by the relative ease
with which their noisy sub-
marines have been detected by
Western navies, the Soviet
Union has been a pioneer in
non-acoustic ASW.

US Defence Intelligence
Agency experts have suggested
that two Soviet satellites, Cos-
mos 1870 and Cosmos 1500, are
trying to monitor US nuclear
submarines through space-
based radar detection of the
surface wakes.

“The West's acoustic advan-
tage has been decreasing in
recent years, and so all ad-
vanced countries are doing
R&D into non-acoustic anti-sub-
marine warfare for offensive

Aileen Ballantyne
Medical Correspondent

HE Government was

urged yesterday to carry

out an immediate review
. of international evidence on the
newly-developed test for the
hepatitis C virus to ensure the
national blood supply is
protected.

The recommendation came

from the British Medical
Association, which represents
Britain’s doctors. It follows dis-
closure by the Guardian that
the Government is considering
screening every pint of blood
donated in the UK for the virus,
i which can in some cases lead to
the disease hepatitis C and fatal
liver failure.
¢ Dr Vivienne Nathanson. as-
sistant secretary of the BMA's
. science and ethics division. said
. that blood donors should also
. be given “clear. well defined ad-
vice” from the Government on
the exact meaning of a positive
‘ test for the recently isolated
- hepatitis C virus. so as to allay
i anxiety.
i If the test proved reliable.
i this would allow those found to
| be carrying the virus to receive
expert treatment and counsel-
ling “at the earliest possible
opportunity”.

But Dr Marcela Contreras, di-
rector of the North London
Blood Transfusion Centre, who
carried out a pilot study of the
test on more than 35,000 blood
donors, writes in a letter in
today’s issue of the Lancet that
“precipitate action” in using
the test to screen donors should
be avoided.

She warns of the “enormous

Appeal for action
on blood checks
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experiments so far have been |
ambiguous. and that too much |
is being read into tentative :

results by other agencies with |

axes to grind. such as the US
Air Force, which fears Con-
gress will further slash funding
for their B-2 Stealth bomber.

The 328 million taken from
the Darpa budget in the House
appropriations committee’s
revised budget has been given
to the Department of Energy’s
Lawrence Livermore labora-
tory near San Francisco for fur-
ther research into the new sur-
veillance technology. which is
being dubbed ‘‘non-acoustic
ASW”,

But Darpa officers complain
that this will lead to a long-
drawn-out and academic-led
research programme, rather
than to the building of proto-
types of a quickly-deployable
system.

and costly undertaking” in- !
volved in contacting up to
25.000 of the 2.5 million donors
who give blood every year.

The pilot study using the new
test found that up to one in
every 100 blood donors is the
tested positive for the hepatitis !
C virus (HPC).

Dr Contreras was comment-
ing on a leading article in the !
Lancet earlier this month.
which concluded that results
from the new tests in Germany,
Spain and Holland showed that
the test was “sensitive and
specific”.

The Lancet suggested that the
results “underline the urgency
of making the system available
for donor blood screening.”

Dr Harold Gunson. national !
director of the Blood Transfu- i
sion Service. said vesterday }
that availability of the test for |
the hepatitis C virus could .
make the blood supply the UK !
even safer, provided that it
proves to be a suitable test.

A spokesman for the Depart-
ment of Health said the UK's
blood supply was considered
one of the safest in the world.
“We are continuing to investi-
gaﬁe ways of making it safer
still.”

Along with other countries,
the National Blood Transtusion
Service was ‘“‘examining all
available data’ before making a
decision on extending testing to
all donated blood.

Dr Nathanson added that
those found to be carrving the
hepatitis C virus after their
blood was screened might con-
sider liver function tests.

People, page 2; Leader
comment, page 20 i

Eyewitness

Michael Simmons
in Warsaw

T A few minutes afte

lpm yesterday, Wa.

saw time, Europea

history change
course. The Polish Parliamen
on a show of hands, voted Cit
zen Tadeusz Mazowiecki, one
the “brains of Solidarity” to t
the country’s next Prim
Minister.

One of the first to congrat;
late him, with a vice-like han¢
shake. was the outgoing Prim
Minister and Interior Ministe:
Gen Czeslaw Kiszczak. The De
fence Minister, Gen Floria:
Siwicki. bemedalled and in fu!
uniform, was close behind. ;
remains to be seen whether M
Mazowiecki will be seein

much more of them both.

For the man of the momen
the announcement of the vot
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Tomorrow: As the
media gathers to
read the barometer
of race relations at
the Notting Hill
Carnival, Ferdinand
Dennis and Val
Arnoid-Forster recall
its history and
chronicle the
behind-the-scenes
political and
financial in-fighting.
Pete and Dud
prepare for the
Secret Policeman’s
Biggest Ball and talk
a lot of just that. And
Kate Kellaway
speaks to Chinese
poet Duoduo, who
was shot at on June
4 in Tiananmen
Square, but whose
good fortune put him
on a plane for
Europe that same
night.
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