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- 13th November 1987

The Editor
. The Mail on Sunday
_Registered Office

Carmelite House
‘London EC4Y OJA

wyDear Sir,

:>We have been consulted by Dr.Peter Jones"in connection with;-
/... the leading article which was -published in the issue of
“ v “The Mail on Sunday for the 18th October*QQQT Wy

“Tragedy of AIDS Warnlngs thaE went*unh

"

“blocklng the danger or protec i
who were exposed to the risk, of AIDS
_goes on to assert that "some 1,200 pegp
- are now paying a terrible price“fo"

- makes.-plain that the article L
by Dr. Jones which has_ harmed h s

fglven in The Mail on Sunday,ln ‘May 198’
artiple says, l 200 people “have become

13 The artlcle is wrong in stating ‘
' been taken follow1ng publlcation £

vmh&

e

'May 1983, A ‘retrospecpi
first sero—converSLOn had oC
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wiGilven the sLaLc of knowledg
~~this was not so. The“susc
~heat was unknown as was. the e tentﬁ

haemophiliacs in 1983 was that if: tﬁ

that by 1983 infection'also. eXlStedw.

"there is no evidence that any produéﬁﬁf'

such steps could bs takenr

ﬁ:_a leading aticle which»D
.A v 4

Vdonations, has been ‘8o
'of the 1nLernatlonal

Your article assumes that steps cou%
fOllOWlng thn puhlltatxon of your M af

risk of becoming lnfected w1th”HIV.w

injections of Factor VIII they’ would*
death or rlppling as a result of- thei

other than the United States was“qu
in 1983. ' In fact this'is. not SO
been established that even 1f! suffic

Lhe alternative source mentloned by
plasma from this source would alsd h;
because the incidence of AIDS' in, Swi
only to the United States.‘ In addi

products within the National Health ¢
wrote in December 1983 (see the, Brit sﬁm

volunteer, is free from the,rls tra

._1‘

with HIV LOUld have been 1dent1fied
eliminated by, for example, heat treatmEnt. Again,i_
this is not so. It was not until 1984 when the HIV@ @
antibody and other tests first became available that'

his patlents from this: risk There
treatment for haemophilia. other tha
course this situation: recelved urgen
by Dr.Jones and others .8ee, . for examp.
in the New England Jogrnal of’ Meqigf

forefront of those who pressed forg
research into AIDS.
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iy PR e VLT
he  Press Council

sider that it would,
etter to be sent t lem.
nglgo:qntilja

‘doi. e

: - ot

R T St £ !3’*1,‘,.“-. £
In the meantime, all our blig§t1'7
3 143 X ‘,r § - z e "‘"‘;;:

:ﬁourSﬁféithfully,

GRO-C
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