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In wiew of Zhe unduly alerrist neponits on AIDS which appearced in Zhe puees ovex
the weekend, we are wrliing Zo reassune membens of Zhi Secieiy about tne e
positien. We have been 4n zeuch with PROFESSOR ARTHUR BLOCM, Chaiiman cf <he
Hocmophidlia Cengre Dineclons, sendor memben of owrn own Medical Adviscny Panel
and a member of ithe Central Blood LaboraZories luthorlty, who has kindfy waitien
fo us alfl as follows -~ : '

Reports frem Mmerice of the ecquired immune deficierncy syndrome (AI0S) in porscns with

. heemcphilin sre cuusing 2rxjely to members of this Sccizty znd to thzir relatives,

Haemophiliscs, their parents znd doctors heve alvays bzlanced the quality of life 2nd

the decgers frem bleeding egeiast the risks of treetment. We are no strangers te
‘jnfective diseeses, such as hapetitis, which can he fransmitted by fecter concenireizs
Recent evidence indicates thet in this respect at any rete cenceatretes prepered ires
British blood are not necessarily safer than these prepered in the United Stztes. fven

sc ve velcome the fact that the covernment is investing over tventy millicn pounds In the
Blood Freducts Laberatory (5.e. factery) st €lstree so thet this ecuabry shall becens self-
seflicient in blood predects,  Zeering this in mind it is Imporiant tc ceasider the fectls
concerning AJDS and hasmephiliz.  The cavse of AIDS is guite wnkncwn &nd it hes nct Leen
proven to result from transeissicn of @ specific infective agent In Slccd products. Tne
nvaber of cases reported In Zmerican hzemcphiliacs is smell and in spite of inszccurszts
stetements In ihe press we are unaware of 2ny proven czse in our cwn heemcphilic p:;ulzticd.
Keither have any cases been reported from Germany where messive amcuats of Americen
concentrates have been vsed for meny years.  Kevertheless the sitvaticn is being clesely
monitered by the Haemophilia Centre Directors znd in 2 mcre gensral way by the Lencuniceble

. Diseese Surveillense Centre in Llondon, In ad¢ition the importetion of licessed klzzd

products has 2lveys beer strictly monitered end controlled.  Thus whilst it would e wreag
to be complzcent it would equally be counter-productive to zlter our treaiment procresses
radically. Ve should aveld orecipitate acticn and give those sxperts who are responcitle
a chence continuzally te assess the situzticn,

e ate most grazeful Lo . sok this alztemeni., 1§ you have any
furthen questiors about AIDS and youn oun Zreaiment projrammz Zthen, of cournde,
your Centre Dinector wilf bz able Zo halp you.
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