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                              Thursday, 11 July 2019 

(1.38 pm)  

SIR BRIAN LANGSTAFF:  Our third and final witness will be

known as Mrs AD.  The order in her case reads like

this:

"The name and address of witness W2202, that's

Mrs AD to you and me, the name of her husband who died

and the names of any other member of the witness's

family and any other identifying information, such as

the witness's image or a description of their

appearance, cannot be disclosed or published in any form

unless express permission is given by me or by the

Solicitor to the Inquiry acting on my behalf.

Witness W2202 must be referred to only as

Mrs AD.  This order remains in force for the duration

of the Inquiry and at all times thereafter, unless

otherwise ordered, and I may vary or revoke the order

by making a further order during the course of the

Inquiry.

Mrs AD, please.

MRS AD, sworn 

Questioned by MS FRASER BUTLIN 

Q. Mrs AD, you're here to talk about your late husband.

A. Yes.

Q. And it's going to be too difficult for you to talk
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about him without using his name, and so we've turned

off the live-stream, including the audio, so that

while you give your evidence you can refer to him by

name as [redacted].

That means the people in this room will hear his

name, but it shouldn't be referred to outside of this

room and the restriction order will apply.  His name

will also be removed from the audio and written

transcript before it's published?

A. Thank you.

Q. [redacted] had severe haemophilia A.

A. Yes.

Q. And you met him in 1963 when you were 19.

A. Yes.

Q. How did you meet?

A. At the dancing.

Q. And what was [redacted] like?

A. He loved animals.  He was an outdoor person.  Hated

being in the house, he was in the hospital that much,

just loved animals and outside.

Q. And you married just a year after you met, when you

were 20.

A. Yes.

Q. And [redacted] was one of four brothers?

A. That's right.
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Q. Who were all severe haemophiliacs.

A. Correct.

Q. What did [redacted] tell you about how his haemophilia

affected him when he was growing up.

A. They didn't try to affect him because -- because there

were four of them, they couldn't all get mollycoddled,

they just went and done their own thing.

Q. And once you were married, how did his haemophilia

affect him?

A. Sorry?

Q. Once you were married, how much did his haemophilia

affect him, on a day-to-day basis?

A. Well, just -- he just carried on the same as what he

did.  If it came a bleed at that time he had to go

over to the hospital or bed rest for two to three

weeks, in the sixties.  It just carried on like that.

When he was okay he was outside with his animals and

that was it.

Q. And what treatment did he usually require?  What

treatment did he have or need?

A. Well to begin it was just like the plasma and that and

the cryo and ... to begin with, mmm-hmm.

Q. Then some point it changed from cryo, and what did it

change to?

A. I think he went on to the Factor VIII.  As I say, he
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would just go over hisself.  I never, ever went over.

We're quite a bit away from the hospital.  He was just

used to get the ambulance and come over hisself, get

his treatment and come back home again.

Q. He usually had his treatment at the Royal Infirmary?

A. That's right.

Q. Apart from one occasion when you were at his nieces

wedding and he needed treatment down in Coventry.

A. That's correct.

Q. And at some point you were aware that he moved on to

home treatment?

A. Mmm-hmm.

Q. But you're not entirely sure when?

A. I just can't remember the date, no.

Q. And so [redacted] had treatment at home but if he ran

out of his Factor VIII what did he do sometimes?

A. When he had the treatment?

Q. If he ran out of factors products.

A. Sometimes he would go down to his brother's, the one

brother he still had beside him, if either ran out

they just used to take each other's rather than come

back over to the hospital and get more.

Q. Did [redacted] ever talk to you about having been

warned of any risks of infection from the factor

products?

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

The Infected Blood Inquiry Mrs AD

(1) Pages 1 - 4

 



           5
A. No, no.

Q. Now, in 1980 Dr Ludlam took over [redacted]'s care --

A. Right.

Q. -- from a Dr Davis who had been treating him since he

was very young.

A. Mmm-hmm.

Q. What did [redacted] think of that?

A. He didn't like him.

Q. Why not?  What did he say?

A. He used to come home and speak about it and I actually

I actually spoke up for Dr Ludlam to begin with.

I said, "You're not giving the man a chance.  You've

been that used to have Dr Davis all these years", and

he turned round and he says to me, "It's not that.

It's not.  You can't talk to him one to one".  He

said, "he's not a patient person".  He says, "I'll

tell you something else", he says, "All he's worried

about is his research".

Q. You've said in your statement that [redacted] didn't

find Dr Ludlam very approachable?

A. He says you couldn't get through to him.

Q. How often did [redacted] need treatment, as far as

you're aware?

A. Well, it depended, some weeks he would maybe --

a couple of times a week he would have to get it,
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maybe next week, once.  It just varied.  There were

hardly -- there were hardly two weeks went by he

wouldn't have at least one bleed.

Q. And they were mostly bleeds in his knees?

A. In his knee, yes.

Q. Could we have document 2202006 please, Paul.

Mrs AD it is going to appear on your screen in

front of you.  It's a handwritten note that you found

after [redacted] had died.

A. That's correct.

Q. And we can see that there's lots of treatment noted in

1984, a little bit in'85, '87 there's a note "Returned

unused", and then we can around about March 1984

a little note of a batch number 2910090.

You've said that doesn't mean much to you --

A. No.

Q. -- but we've heard evidence from previous witnesses

about this particular batch, 2910090.

If we just look again at the full picture, we

can see 1987 "returned unused".  Is that your

recollection as well, that if [redacted] hadn't used

factor and it had got to its use-by-date -- 

A. He'd take it back again to the hospital, yes.

Q. Can we then have 2202004 please.  It's a letter

written in 2003 and a little bit later I'm going to be
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asking you about how you end up with this letter in

2003 but for now can we just look at the middle

paragraph.  It's a letter from Dr Ludlam and it says:

"I've looked back at his records and find that he

was negative for HIV antibody test on 31 January 1984

and was found to be positive on 29 May 1984.  During

this five-month period, he was treated exclusively with

Scottish National Blood Transfusion Factor VIII

concentrate.  It seems highly likely that he became

infected from this concentrate."

Was [redacted] told during the entirety of 1984,

at any point in 1984, was [redacted] told that he was

HIV-positive?

A. No.

Q. In the summer of 1984, you were in Canada --

A. Mmm-hmm.

Q. -- visiting some family and you read something that

concerned you.  Can you tell us what that was.

A. It was in a Canadian newspaper and it was about two

haemophiliac brothers had been infected and developed

AIDS, and I cut it out and I brought it home and

I showed it him and his words to me was, "That can't

happen here.  Scotland, makes their own".  He says,

"We don't import stuff", he says, "I've no worries

about that", he says, "Don't worry".
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Q. [redacted] just said to you "Do not worry"?

A. Mmm-hmm.

Q. Then in December 1984 [redacted] went to a meeting in

the hospital auditorium.  You weren't there?

A. No.

Q. But when he came home what did he tell you about that

meeting?

A. He said that they were talking about -- before that

they started getting vague things through the

Haemophiliac Society and one of the letters was about

safe sex, use condoms and that, he was saying, "Use

condoms, I've been married 20-odd year".

When he went to the meeting and there were two

doctors there and they were talking about, "Oh, you've

been hearing things about HIV and that.  Don't worry

now, don't worry.  Nothing will happen to yous.  Just

eat well, do this and do that", and [redacted] says he

stood up and he says, "But it can't happen anyway

because we don't use imported from America", and one

of the doctors says, "But yes yous have".

"He says, "What do you mean?"  He says,

"Scotland was going low, so we had to give yous it". 

He says, "Well, we weren't told.  Yous never informed

us".  He said, "Well, we can do what we want because

we'd grown low in stock".
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Q. You've said in your statement that [redacted] felt

that the doctors were being cagey with information of

exactly what was going on.

A. Mmm-hmm.

Q. And what was the impression that [redacted] was left

with when he left that meeting about his own status?

A. Between that going on and then hearing more and more

stuff in the media, he started to -- things started to

form in his mind and he started to wonder what was

happening his self.

Q. So at the end of 1986 --

A. Mmm-hmm.

Q. -- what did [redacted] do?

A. He went over to the hospital and asked for his self,

me and our son to be tested.  He said, "I want an AIDS

test for them", and he said -- first of all, he says,

"Your son does not need to be tested, nothing could

happen to him", and he said, "I'm no caring, I still

want my son to be tested as well", so he says, "Right

then", so the three of us went over and got a test.

Q. And then he went back for the results.

A. And he went back the next week his self for the

result, and the doctor says to him, "Your family's

okay", and [redacted] says, "That's fine".  He says --

and I looked at him and he says, "But you're not
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asking about yourself".  And he says, "Well, when you

says 'family' I thought you meant me as well.  I take

it I'm not all right".  He says, "No, you're

HIV-positive", and [redacted] says, "Well, why wasn't

I told then?"  He says, "Oh, the doctors don't like to

tell you that unless you ask yourself".  That was the

answer he got.

Q. For the record, I should note that Dr Ludlam's been

invited to respond to this witness statement, and we

understand that a response will be provided in due

course.

You subsequently went to see a lawyer.

A. Uh-huh.

Q. And if we can have document 2202005, please, Paul.

The second paragraph, it says:

"We've been awaiting a letter from Dr Ludlam

confirming when you were informed of your diagnosis and

this has just come to hand.  He informs us that your

anti-HIV status was made known to you in approximately

December 1986."

A. That's correct.

Q. What was [redacted]'s reaction to the fact that he'd

not been told his HIV status until the end of '86?

A. He was horrified.  Not for his self, for me and my

son -- our son.  He went off his head.  In that two
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and a half years he could have been infected.  That's

what he was really angry about.

Q. At that stage, what information was [redacted] given

about his HIV?

A. Not very much.  Nothing.  We hardly got told anything.

Q. At some point [redacted] was then referred to

a psychologist.

A. Mmm-hmm.

Q. Can you tell us about what happened with that?

A. Well, as I say to begin with, when he first met

Alison -- and our circumstances, and he heard she was

with other people, hey, and he had a few words to say

to her but it turned out she became solely for the

haemophiliacs and in the end she was -- she was very,

very good.  She was the only one you could talk to.

She would try and answer your questions, give you as

much information as she could tell you.

As I says to you, [redacted], he was very

inquisitive and he wanted to know what was going to

happen to him, what symptoms he could look forward --

I don't mean "look forward to" but what was going to

happen to him, and she says, "I could only tell you

what I've seen in other people".  She said,

"Everybody's different", she said, "It could be brain

cancer."  She said, "It could be pneumonia.  I don't
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know", she says, "These are just some of the symptoms

that could happen to you".

Q. [redacted] found her one of the most helpful people --

A. The only one.

Q. The only person who could give him any real

information.

A. Because at one time he even told her he was going to

commit suicide, and she got him through that as well.

Q. I was about to ask you how [redacted] coped with his

diagnosis psychologically.

A. At one time he was going to commit suicide and Alison

asked me as well about it.  She says -- because

sometimes we seen her separate.  I seen her on my own

as well, and she asked me what I felt about [redacted]

saying that and I said, "Well, I don't condone it", I

says, "but I don't blame him".  I said, "The only

thing I don't want is for him to ask me to help him",

and Alison says, "He'll not do that".

And then later on I says to her one day, I says,

"He's never really mentioned it again".  She says,

"Sometimes they get to a point and they will get over

it", she says, "and they come to their senses".  She

says, "He'll not do it now, [redacted].  You'll be all

right".

Q. You've said in your statement as well, though, that he
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did become angry and aggressive at times.

A. Very.

Q. Can you tell us about that.

A. Just he was a person that never really drank.  It was

later on in life before we even went out at weekends.

Still to the day, he hated bitter, he hated beer, he

could never drink beer, it was only, like I say, at

New Year he would take whisky, but there was a time he

went more to drink as well and very, very angry.  Very

angry at times.

Q. Did you and [redacted] tell people about his HIV?

A. Not to begin with and then he must -- my sister, even

our own family we hardly told.  His mother and father

were still living at the time and he didnae want to

worry them.  He told one brother he was really close

to, and then, as the time went on, he decided to tell

one person and then he got a very bad reaction for

that.

Q. Can you tell us about that reaction.

A. It was New Year and we'd been down to their house, and

I didn't know at the time but I just wondered later on

how he went very quiet.  And after we'd been there we

went home, and I says to him, "What's wrong with you?"

And he says -- it turned out that this man told --

well, New Year, you give everybody a kiss, hey, "Happy
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New Year", and the man's grandchildren had been there,

a wee girl, and he turns and says to him, "Don't you

ever kiss my grandchild again", and [redacted] was

completely distraught.

He says, "For a start", he says, "I wouldnae

harm anybody."  He says, "If I thought I was

infectious", he says, "I wouldn't have done that", he

says, "plus it had been" -- he loved children.  He

said, "I would never harm a child in my life.  He

said, "If I thought I was going to infect anybody,

I wouldnae have kissed anybody".  He says, "Don't ever

kiss my grandchild again".

It was a long, long time afore he told anybody

else.  And later on, I should say, when I seen

photographs of him later on when he was ill, I used to

say to myself: why did I no realise people would know

just looking at him, the state that he had become

before the end?

Q. But at that point, just after the New Year's party,

you've said in your statement that his confidence went

down and he became scared of anyone knowing about his

diagnosis.

A. We live in a small community, a small village, and

Alison used to say that.  She says, "I don't know if

it's a good thing or a bad thing for you".  She says,
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"People find out".  She says, "They could either all

rally to you or they would ignore you, and if they

want to go against you they would ignore you right

away", but everybody knew the haemophiliacs are a bit

famous, everybody knew them.  She said, "I don't

know", she says, "When you're in a big town like

Edinburgh or Glasgow", she said, "you could be sitting

by the person next to you and nobody would bother",

but she says, "When you're in a small community", she

says, "I didnae ken how that would work, hey".

Q. And when did [redacted] start to become unwell

physically?

A. It was maybe at least a couple of year after he was

diagnosed, at least a couple of year after that, it

was really -- really started to then.

Q. And can you tell us what the early symptoms were for

him?

A. It started, he wouldnae eat.  He started to lose his

appetite.  He was never a big person anyway, but he

really started -- he wouldnae eat and for all he

was -- he liked his food, but got tired, very tired,

things like that to begin with.

Q. And then he started to get flu-like symptoms.

A. Mmm-hmm.

Q. And what else at that point?
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A. And then he got mouth ulcers, things like that, and

then the first time he was diagnosed with pneumonia.

Q. And that was about 1990 --

A. Mmm-hmm.

Q. -- he had his first bout of pneumonia.  What happened

with that?

A. Well, he was -- he was in the hospital, in the

Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, and we were actually going

to go on holiday.  We'd got a -- we'd a caravan

through the Haemophiliacs Society, we were going to

Ireland.  Some of his relatives come from Ireland

years ago and he always wanted to go and we were gonna

go, and he'd taken the pneumonia.  Well, we didnae

know at that time it was the pneumonia and he was in

the hospital, and he was still adamant he was going to

Ireland.  And I think it was Dr Henry Watson says to

him, "You can go", he said, "but you'll come home in

a box".  And they'd taken a test off him, and I think

they says to him, "We're looking to see what this is",

and when I went over to visit him that night and he

was standing at the top of the stairs.  I says,

"What's wrong with you?", and he broke down and he

says, "I've just been told by a young doctor that

I'm" -- he had walked into the room where he was lying

and he says, "That's the results back.  You've got the
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pneumonia.  You've into your full-blown AIDS", and he

walked back out the door again, and that's how he was

told.

Q. And how [redacted] feel about the way he had been

told?

A. He was very angry, and somebody must have said, but
Dr Watson came down, and we were in a waiting room and

he sent for -- because [redacted] was calling him for

everything, and that's being polite, and he sent for

Alison Richardson and Alison come down.  But I must

admit Henry Watson says to him, "[redacted], I don't

blame you".  He says, "You promised me", he says, "you

would come and tell me when that result was in".  He

says, "I didn't even get the result".  He says, "That

should never have happened".  He says, "You should

never have been told that way".

Q. At around this time your GP tried to get you and

[redacted] the Disability Allowance?

A. Yes.  Our own doctor, our own local doctor, mmm-hmm .

Q. And what happened there with that?

A. Well, it was in October, my husband had went up to --

he had been up to doctors' for something and he

explained it to him, and [redacted] says, "Okay.  So

I've been in that for that and it was refused", and

the doctor says, "No", he says, "[redacted]", he said,
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"You know the circumstances, it is a fatal disease

you've got".  He says, "This -- you know medicals", he

says, "I say what's on the letter", he says, "and you

get it through within two or three weeks."  "Go on

ahead then."  He says, "It'll help you financially",

and -- because that day stuck in my mind is 6 October.

We was back again in December and the doctor

says, "Did you get your money".  He says, "I haven't

heard any word".  The next thing was Christmas.

The January, he got taken into hospital again.

Pneumonia again.  And he was talking to -- it was

Geraldine Brown at that time, the social worker, and

he told her, and she says, "That's funny, because you

do get that right away."  She says, "I'll enquire".

She come back and she says, "They're saying they

havenae got your doctor's letter".  She's said, "But

I've spoke to your doctor.  He's going to put another

letter in".  He says, "Fine".

It went to April.  She enquired again.  Then

they say they never had the doctor's second letter

through.  The doctor says, "That's two letters,

I cannae put any more in", so that -- Gordon Brown was

our MP at that time and he came to hear about it.

[redacted] went to him and explained to him.  He says,

"Right", and he's seen about it, and it was the next
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September I got a letter -- in fact, I'm glad -- ah,

no, before that, sorry, it was long after that and

Geraldine phoned me and [redacted] had been in the

hospital again and we'd just come home, and it was

late October that time, and I actually had him hooked

up to the whole -- they never had the stand at that

time to feed him, to keep him alive, and Geraldine

phoned and she says, "I've got good news and I've got

bad news".

She says, "They're finally admitting they've got

the letters".  He has to get a medical.  I says, "I've

got a man hooked up to a wall to keep him alive",

I says, "I don't want their money".  I says, "Keep

it".  She goes, "No, no, no", she says, "not after

what you've went through".  She says, "It is somebody

from your own practice that will come out and give you

the medical".

So I says, "Aye, fine".  So it wasnae actually

our own doctor but it was another local doctor two or

three days later.  By this time [redacted] had been

taken away again, and this doctor phoned me and says,

"I have to come and give your husband a medical".

I said, "My husband's away to the hospital again, and

I don't know if he'll even come back again."

"Will you let me know?"  I says, "Yes."
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So I had to phone down the next day, and I says,

"Look, my husband's been kept in again".  He says,

"I don't know what's going on here", he says.

"I actually got told I had to tell him to reapply."

He says, "I'm phoning them", and I actually sent

a local Edinburgh doctor into Edinburgh Royal

Infirmary to examine him in the hospital.  And then it

was the September -- I'm glad I read the letter first

in the morning, because when he come down and read it,

the paper went up in the air and I said, "Look, read

it again", but I read, "We have refused you the

special attendance allowance but, on reflection, we

will give you the night and day one".  It was exactly

the same money, and he says, "They've been waiting on

me dying.  That's what they've been waiting on, so

they no have to give me it."  He died in February so

it no longer mattered, so that was nearly a year we

went through to try and get it.

Q. And during that year, as you've said, [redacted] had

a second bout of pneumonia.

A. Mmm-hmm.

Q. And then in December 1991 a friend of his passed away

from AIDS.

A. Mmm-hmm.

Q. How did [redacted] react to that?  For obvious
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reasons, we're not going to mention the name.

A. That devastated him.  He was -- he was a young man

with three children.  True he had, after he was

diagnosed and they hadnae tell him either, and that

completely, completely -- it just brought [redacted]

down all the more.

The young boy died in the December and

[redacted] died in the February, because he come home

to me in the January.  He'd been over to the hospital

one of the times, I cannae mind what it was for, and

as we -- he never broke down much, it was the only

time he broke.  I said, "Look, what's wrong?"  He

says, "I've been told today I've only got six weeks."

I says, "Who told you that?"  And he kind of -- it

turned out nobody had told him, he had deduced that

himself.  He says to one of the nurses, "I've only got

about six weeks".  She says, "Oh, come on [redacted],

no, you haven't."  She says, "You've got about

a year".  He was right enough.  He didn't even get his

six weeks.  And I says to him, "You promised me you

wouldnae give in", and he says, "I'm no giving in", he

says, "I'm tired".

Q. [redacted] contracted a third bout of pneumonia, and

you've described with that third bout his body

couldn't take any more and his health deteriorated
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significantly in January 1992 and, as you've said, he

knew at that stage he was dying.

A. Mmm-hmm.

Q. And [redacted] died in February 1992 aged 47.

A. Mmm-hmm.

Q. What can you tell us about what happened after

[redacted] died in relation to the funeral and the

arrangements with the body.

A. Well, when my husband died, as I said before, we live

in a small community and at that time, it was an old

man undertaker, everyone in the place knew him, and he

come that morning and he started to say, "I'll do this

for him and I'll do that with him", and I says, I'll

had to say to him, so I says to him, "Look, [redacted]

had AIDS", and he just stopped.  He says, "Look,

I don't mean any harm, but I can't touch him."  He

says, "He has to be taken away", and he went away.

And I don't know who it was he contacted.  We're

sitting and my sister and my brother-in-law and that

was in and -- because I can remember my son coming and

throwing (unclear) in the kitchen and I can just hear

my son saying, "Uncle [redacted] will you help me?"

And he says, "Yes, son", and he says -- and the two of

them put his Dad in a body bag.

Q. Your son was 24?
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A. My son was 24 year old and he had to put his Dad in

a body bag.

Q. Can you tell how that's affected your son?

A. My son for years -- it took my son a long time.  My

son is very, very deep.  He struggled on many a year

for to try to come to terms with his Dad's -- and the

way he died.  Very, very deep, my son, and he

struggled, even yet -- you know, he is married and

that now, but his wife had a good few hard months and

years with them to begin with, just -- just, as I say,

he's very -- didnae show his feelings easily, my son.

Q. You've said in your statement he wouldn't talk about

things, he was keeping people at arm's length.  You

said he's better now, but for years he was really bad

at coping emotionally about his father's death.

A. Mmm-hmm.

Q. Can you tell us a little of how [redacted]'s death has

affected you?

A. As I said, at the time, I mean, I was just (unclear)

feel on all my days where you're just getting on with

stuff and you didnae -- you got on with it and that

but ... it took a long time before it hits you as

well.  And you're no thinking about the implications,

hey.  I just can't describe it, to tell the truth.

I mean, it's 27 year since my husband died and
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I never, ever will forget, never, what you went

through and what they went through and what caused

them, I mean.

Q. You've been diagnosed with depression.

A. Yes, I went through that, as say, myself before.

Q. You've needed antidepressant medication.

A. Mmm-hmm.

Q. And you say in your statement:  

"It's now been 27 years since my husband died

but I'll forget it and it will never leave me."

A. I'm still the same.

Q. When you received [redacted]'s death certificate --

A. Mmm-hmm.

Q. -- do you remember what was put on it?

A. Yes, it was because -- our local doctor, and before

[redacted] died, it was only through fear for us, as

usual, and I had -- we had a wee policy for my

husband, hey.  I shouldn't even have had him insured

with him being a haemophiliac, it was only a wee

policy but we'd had it for years, hey, and he was

terrified I wouldn't even get that, and he says,

"Look, could you not put AIDS on it when I go.  Will

you please not put AIDS on it", he says, "just put on

it what determines it".  And it was -- pneumonia was

first, then it was septicaemia and then he had
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haemophilia, and that was on the death certificate.

Q. And they hadn't put AIDS on the death certificate?

A. No, no.  But they were maintaining it was pneumonia

really and the septicaemia that really actually killed

him, what he died with.  It may not have killed him,

but he died with that.

Q. And how do you feel about what's recorded on the death

certificate?

A. Well, as I say, in one way he didnae want that on his

certificate, and I don't know if he didnae realise the

implications of not having it on it.  He was only

worried about if an insurance person seen that, we

wouldnae get no money paid out.  I think that was all

just in his mind.

Q. In terms of the wider family, you believe that one of

[redacted]'s brothers also died of AIDS because of

infected blood products.

A. As far as I know.

Q. About a year after [redacted]'s death.

A. As far as I know, yes.

Q. And another brother who is still living has

hepatitis C.

A. It's supposed to be lying dormant with him.

Q. What impact has that had on the wider family?

A. Well, the brother that I know, the brother I'm in
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contact with, he was for years and years as well, he

felt guilty that he never contracted AIDS and his

brother did, hey, and he's been going through a lot

and his wife died with cancer now and now they're

saying his is lying dormant, hey, and he's ill and

that now as well.

Q. Financially things haven't been very easy?

A. No.

Q. And after [redacted]'s death, you were told that your

Macfarlane Trust payments would stop.

A. Mmm-hmm.

Q. How did that make you feel?

A. Well, in fact it was the day of my -- when my husband

was there, he did get put in (unclear) The

Macfarlane Trust, and actually it was the day of my

husband's funeral and I got a letter from

The Macfarlane Trust saying that his payments would

continue for six months and  because I'd no dependants,

my husband -- my son was over 16, I was classed as no

dependant, that my husband's money would stop and

I would get nothing.

Q. What did you do about that?

A. As I say, that was the day of my husband's funeral,

hey, and it was six-monthly and I wasn't even thinking

about it.  My son had actually taken me away for
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a couple of days.  I'd been feeling like that, hey.

I come back and there was a letter to say that my next

payment would be my last.  That they'd informed me.

So I wrote down to them and I says, "Look, don't

get me wrong", I says , "You were good when my husband

was there", I said, "but I'm still here.  I've still

got the same bills coming in.  I've still the same

stuff coming here and here for all my husband's no

here".  And they wrote back and says, "Oh, sorry, we

didn't know you were ill.  If you get a doctor's

letter, we'll see what we can do".

And I went to my own doctor and she said, "Yes,

I will give you a line", and I got £80 a month for

years and years and years.  That's what I was given.

And then they kind of upped it from The

Macfarlane Trust.  Then, was it two year ago, we went

to the Scottish and that was more substantial then.

Q. And you found that process much more straightforward

with the Scottish process?

A. Yes, yes, mmm-hmm.

Q. About a year after [redacted] died, you had to go into

hospital.

A. Yes.

Q. And you were worried about whether you might have

contracted HIV?
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A. I wasnae worried.  As I said, my test was clear when

I went with [redacted], but after [redacted] died, we

had no real issues anyway, but when he went into

hospital, I said, I'm no going down into hospital in

case I still had it.  I knew I didnae have it, but I

wanted to make sure.  I didnae want anybody to go

through what I went through.  And I went to my own

doctor and asked to be tested for the AIDS again, and

that come back clear.

Q. And it was just your fear that perhaps somehow you'd

contracted it and you wanted to be absolutely sure?

A. I wanted to be absolutely sure for other people.

Q. And then in 2002, you read a series of things about

hepatitis C.  What did you do after that?

A. Well, I started -- the same (unclear), I said one of

the letters I got said that in their opinion

90-odd per cent of haemophiliacs that had AIDS would

have hepatitis C as well, and I went to my own doctor

and said, "Look, I've had the test for the AIDS, will

that cover hepatitis?"  She said, "No, it's

a completely different test", she says, "You'll have

to be tested again".  I says, "Well, I want it done".

And I got the test done and it -- it come back

negative again, and when I went up and she says to me ,

"Dr Ludlam's phoned me" and I'm saying -- and I wasnae
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thinking when I was up in the surgery and it was after

I come home and I said, "What is Dr Ludlam phoning my

surgery for?"

Q. Just before we get there, you'd had the test for the

hepatitis C and then you'd phoned the infirmary,

hadn't you --

A. Mmm-hmm.

Q. -- to ask about [redacted], just before we get to why

Dr Ludlam rings your GP.  So you've gone to your GP

for a test, and then you phoned the infirmary.

A. I phoned -- my brother-in-law says, he says, "I tell

you what to do", he says, "Phone the haematology

department and ask for this nurse", he says, "and they

should tell you".  And I phoned this nurse, and I got

to speak to her and she says, "I didn't actually know

your husband.  I know who you're talking about", and

she says, "What is it you want to know?"  I says,

"I want to know if I he's had hepatitis C", and she

says, "Oh, well, I can find out for you.  I'll let you

know", and I never got any word back.

Q. And then you went to your own GP for your own

hepatitis C results.

A. Mmm-hmm.

Q. And what did the GP tell you?

A. But she says, "Dr Ludlam phoned here", and after
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I went home I'm saying, "Why is Dr Ludlam phoning

about my result for?  He's not my doctor".  So

[redacted] must have had hepatitis C because he

wouldnae be worried about me if [redacted] never.

And I phoned my brother-in-law and I says, "What

do you think?"  He says, "[redacted] never had

hepatitis C then."

And I phoned -- later on I phoned the hospital

again -- no, I got a letter off Dr Ludlam saying about

his -- his records about hepatitis C, and then he

says, "Would you like to come over," he said, "because

I've got volumes here", he says, "and you may nae be

able to understand them."

And I made an appointment, I went over -- was it

2002 or 2003?  My husband died in '92.  I went over

and I seen him in the hospital, and he says, "What is

it you're actually wanting to know?"  I said, "I want

to know if my husband had hepatitis C."  And he says,

"Well, actually, yes, he did."  Went in such a state.

He says, I don't know, "This is liver function and

this and this".  I didn't understand these figures he

was giving me.

And I says, "That was 12 year ago when my

husband died, and he was infected then?"  Why was

he -- why was I not even told?"  I says, "That's 12
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year ago".  He says, "Hepatitis C is not passed

through sex", he says, "it's only passed through dirty

needles or blood transfusions."  I told to him, "You

told him to tell me that?" I says, and that's what he

says to me.

Q. You referred there to a letter from Dr Ludlam

indicating about [redacted]'s records.  If we can have

2202003.  It's a letter from December 2002, and we can

see in the middle paragraph:

"As his case notes comprise several volumes,

I wonder whether you might find it easier to obtain the

information you would particularly like if we were to

meet and review his casenotes.  This way I hope that you

would be able to get access to the information you

require.  I am concerned that as the casenotes are very

extensive, you might have some difficulty in obtaining

the results."

And there's then an offer to phone and have

a meeting with him, which is the meeting you've just

described.

When you got [redacted]'s records, how much did

you receive?

A. About 40 pages or so was all I got.

Q. And when you reviewed them -- first of all, if we can

have 2202002, please.  Within it was a result of
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a positive hepatitis C result, and if we look in the

top right corner we can see that it was reported --

"Date Reported" -- in January 1992.  But you're clear

in your mind that [redacted] didn't know before he

died that he was hepatitis C positive?

A. I know for -- I know 100%.  I know for 1,000,000%,

because [redacted] came right home that day, walked in

my door and told me he was HIV-positive.  If he knew

he had hepatitis C, he'd have come home and told as

well.  Not for hisself, as I've tried to say; for my

sake.  He wouldnae have been bothered about -- I'm not

saying he wouldnae have been bothered about hisself,

but he would have worried about me.  I know for a fact

he didn't know he had hepatitis C.

Q. And when you received [redacted]'s records, you

queried some missing years.  There were no records

between 1985 and 1987.

A. That's right.

Q. And after you received that query, you received the

letter from Dr Ludlam that we looked at at 004,

please, Paul.

And his response in relation to the records in

the paragraph that starts: 

"So far as I can ascertain, he didn't have any

treatment in the years 1985/86/87 and therefore there
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would not be any transfusion records available."

But you don't think that's right.

A. Well, for a start, [redacted] was a haemophiliac.  He

hardly went two weeks without a bleed, and he said he

went three year without being to the hospital.  That's

not -- that's not possible.

Does that mean he wasnae treated for the HIV or

AIDS in the three years as well that he says he

couldnae find any treatment?

Q. Since then, since you got [redacted]'s records, you've

been told that [redacted] was probably part of some

research undertaken by Dr Ludlam.

A. I've been told that, yes.

Q. And he was one of what's been called the Edinburgh

cohort.

A. Mmm-hmm.

Q. Were you aware of whether [redacted] agreed to being

the subject of any research work?

A. No, no.

Q. You're not aware or you don't know if he was?

A. No, sorry, I know for a fact -- sorry, I didn't know

and he didn't know for a fact, no, that he was ever in

research, no, no.

Q. Those are the questions I have for you.  Is there

anything you would like to say?
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A. I have a statement, if you don't mind?

Q. Please do.

A. My husband and others put their bodies and trust in

the people they thought would help them, care, and

deliver them a better quality of life.  So why instead

did most of them die?  Why was it that people were

diagnosed with HIV, hepatitis C, they were never told?

In my husband's case it was years.  As for

hepatitis C, he died without ever knowing he had it.

They do not care what effect it put on families.

Myself and son could have been infected.  That would

have totally destroyed my husband and he would never

have been able to live with himself, even though it

had never been his fault.

I know of one incident where a person with AIDS

deliberately went out and infected other people and

they were jailed; so why is it people, knowing full

well that their patients were infected with a fatal

deadly disease, highly infectious disease, and they

chose not to tell them, why is that not classed as

a crime as well?  Because in my eyes, that is a crime.

I would like to know why my husband and others

died far too early.  They never got to spend more time

with myself, our son, never see him marry, have

children.  He would have loved that.  Is that the last
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memory our son will have of his Dad, that he helped

put him in a body bag and see him taken away?  No son

should ever see that.

It's no wonder that for years he struggled for

years to cope with his Dad's illness and death.  Why

can't the people responsible not see the heartache on

victims and families not telling us anything?  All the

secrets, they were hidden.  Records mysteriously lost.

Why can't they take some responsibility and at least

give them a bit of justice?  They didn't deserve to

die like that, they didn't.

Q. Thank you.  I'm just going to turn and ask Mr O'Neill

and Mr Dawson if there's anything they would like me

to raise with you.

A. Thank you.  (Pause)

Q. I've just got a series of questions that Mr Dawson

would like me to ask you.

A. Mmm-hmm.

Q. We went to the handwritten document with those numbers

of the dates and the batches.  Was that [redacted]'s

handwriting?

A. I'm not -- to be truthful, I'm not sure.  I couldn't

tell you for certain.

Q. But you found it amongst his --

A. It was definitely --
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Q. -- after he died?

A. -- in my possession, yes, mmm-hmm.

Q. Did [redacted] know he was being tested for HIV before

December 1986?  Was he aware at all of being tested?

A. No, no.

Q. And did he know he was being tested for hepatitis C?

A. No, he didn't know.

Q. In amongst the 40 pages of documents that you received

of his medical records, were those 40 pages all

[redacted]'s?

A. Mmm-hmm -- no, there were two I got through -- there

was [redacted]'s name and they were two different

people, mmm-hmm, which I shouldn't have got either.

Q. We spoke earlier about a friend of [redacted]'s who

died.  Again we're not going to name anyone, but do

you know what happened to the family after that person

died?

A. This is -- his wife and family, as I said, she woke up

one morning and they had AIDS graffiti all over her

wall, and she just upped -- upped and took her and her

family, went down to the Borders where she come from

to begin with.

MS FRASER BUTLIN:  Thank you, sir.

SIR BRIAN LANGSTAFF:  Well, thank you.  You've given us

an account of how you were met with silence rather

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

The Infected Blood Inquiry Mrs AD

(9) Pages 33 - 36

 



           37
than with information, and when it came to dealing

with some of the authorities, such as when you applied

for special hardship allowance, how you had insult

added to injury.  Thank you very much for that and

for, again, shining some light on different aspects of

what we've been hearing about.  But, as I say,

everyone's testimony says something a little

different.  Thank you very much.

A. Thank you.

Closing remarks by the Chair 

SIR BRIAN LANGSTAFF:  Well, let me just finish by saying

a few words, since this is the last time we shall be

meeting here in this room.

I reflected that the dates that have been chosen

for the Edinburgh hearings, totally coincidentally,

have a certain significance for the Inquiry.  We began

on the first anniversary, if you want to call it, of

the acceptance by Parliament of the terms of

reference, 2 July.

We finish on the second anniversary of the day

on which our Prime Minister Theresa May announced that

there would be an inquiry.  That's two years to get

where we have got to.  We have begun -- we have by no

means finished, as you well know -- the evidence which

we have to hear.  But I think it shows that
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anniversaries are not a cause for celebration in our

case; they are a cause, rather, for reflection.  There

are a number of people here who might, had matters

been quicker, have been here to see it.

We do not have the luxury of time, but I do

think it has been right to start by spending the time

that we have hearing the accounts of those who have

been infected and those who, like our last witness,

have been affected by the infection of others, people

first in the Inquiry, and it is worth, to my mind,

spending time.  Now, I haven't got enough time to hear

the accounts of everyone who would like to be heard,

but let me just say this to those who have not yet

come forward to give a witness statement or those who

are left feeling unhappy, as I leave Edinburgh, that

you haven't had the chance to give evidence orally as

well as on paper as you would have wished.

At the end of the hearings in Leeds, I said

something similar to what I'm about to say and

following that, that very day, somebody who had been

in those hearings hearing what I was saying came to

the solicitors acting for the Inquiry and offered

a statement, because they hadn't felt that they had

anything to offer beforehand.  And it does not matter

that you feel that other people may have more
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compelling stories or more distressing stories or more

detailed stories or can talk about more people in

their family who have been affected than you can, or

that your story simply seems so repetitive of that

which has been told by others, because every single

story plays a part, even if it is a part which

reinforces that which has already been said.

One pebble does not make a beach.  A lot of

pebbles do.  A statement may be a pebble, it may be

a rock, but all of them have value.  And it is, to my

mind, important to remember that we will still be

hearing from those infected and affected even though

we move on now.  We will hear next in Cardiff, that is

beginning on 23 July.  Anyone who wants is very

welcome to be there.  That's a week in Cardiff.  Wales

is a little smaller than Scotland.

Then we will hear again in October in London,

and we are adding a week to the amount of time we have

there to hear people who have been infected and

affected, because the numbers who have come forward

demand it, in my view.  But at the end of the Inquiry

there will be further opportunities and I expect to

hear something like 150/200 people.  The format will

be slightly different from witnesses on their own or

as a family telling their tale.  There may be panels.
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But it allows people to say what they have to say and

be heard orally if they wish.

But it is not necessary to be heard orally.  You

can be heard on paper.  And it is, I think,

particularly important perhaps that those who haven't

yet had the courage, because it is difficult to come

forward and give you statement, let alone to come into

this room and talk, whether anonymised or not, but to

talk on paper about what has happened.

If there is anyone, and it may be that there are

cultural reasons or reasons of living in a small

village or reasons of not having told friends,

neighbours, even family, statements can be given and

will be given confidentially.  If anyone wishes, they

may talk to one of the Inquiry's intermediaries and

give them an account, which will not be attributable

at all, so that what they have to say is captured.

Because if we are to be faithful to my undertaking to

honour the terms of reference and to answer them as

best I can, then I need as much information as can be

given, and each of you who has been infected and

affected has a degree of that information.  Please

don't undervalue the contribution you can make.  If

you have a contribution to make, please make it.

As I've been listening, I was asked earlier
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today whether it was different in each of the

different centres we've been to.  It has been.  There

is obviously much more in common than there is that

separates, but in each individual centre that we've

been to -- and, again, it has shown to me the value of

coming out of London and not being London-centric, we

are, after all, a UK-wide Inquiry and it is a matter

of principle to me that we should be out and around

the country as much as we can realistically be within

the constraints of finance and time that we have --

there have been similar stories in different centres,

rather with a different emphasis.

But in each case those who have given evidence

have shown, to my mind, impressive dignity, impressive

courage and impressive resilience in most cases.  And

I would just like to thank those who of who have given

evidence, and those of you who have supported by

listening, for giving that evidence and for being here

to listen, because, as I have repeatedly said,

listening is what this Inquiry is and ought to be

about.

And just on the listening theme, the processes

we use in this Inquiry; I'm not, I hope, arrogant

enough to think we have got it completely right.  I'm

sure there are matters that can be improved.  If any
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of you think that there are aspects of what has

happened to you in your experience of the last couple

of weeks that could be done better, don't hesitate to

mention that.  If you're represented by one of the

firms which represent core participants, tell them.

If you are a direct witness of the Inquiry, don't

hesitate to be in touch with one of the Inquiry's

Secretariat, because if we do anything, we want to do

it right.

So finally thank you.  Thank you Edinburgh for

being so hospitable.  Thank you in a different way for

the staff.  They are different from you, because you

choose to be here.  You volunteered.  You don't have

to be here.  The staff, it is their job, it is what

they do so.  In a sense, when I thank them, I thank

them, rather, in a different way for being here and

serving us as they have.  But most of all I thank the

witnesses for educating us, me, the Inquiry team, just

that little bit more.

Those of you who are coming to London or

Cardiff, I look forward to seeing you again.  Thank

you very much.

(2.38 pm) 

(Inquiry adjourned until Tuesday, 23 July 2019)  
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