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Alexander Fleming House, Elephant & Castle,
Telephone 01407 5522'ext G RO_ _-C 

From the Chief Medical Officer   A GL1 ,

Dr Douglas R Chambers
HM Coroner for Inner North District Greater London Jj 

HM Coroner's Court 
t 

Camley Street 
LONDON 
NW1 OPP 

41 

Thank you_ver_y_much for your letter of 12 April notifying me of the unfortunate 

death of ? _ G_RO-A ;who died at the Hospital for Sick Children from pneumonia 

as a result of acquired immune deficiency syndrome. 

You will be interested to know that we are taking active steps to try to prevent 

the possible transmission of the AIDS virus via blood and blood products. It is 

true that in this country we have the advantage that blood is donated voluntarily, 

unlike the United States where they are paid and where unfortunately their system 

tends to attract drop-outs, drug addicts and alcoholics. However we cannot rely 

on this advantage to be sufficient to ensure that the donation of infected blood 

will never happen here. 

We have therefore circulated to all Regional Blood Transfusion Centres leaflets 

for distribution to potential donors requesting that those at high risk from 

AIDS do not donate. We are also acting as quickly as possible to introduce a 

screening test for all blood donations. Unfortunately these tests have not been 

evaluated and we have therefore asked the Public Health Laboratory Service to 

carryott full evaluation before any test is approved for use. 
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This is the first case of a baby with clinical S reported in the UL 
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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS 

1984 No. 552 

CORONERS 

The Coroners Rules 1984 
(b) civil liability. 

Prevention of similar fatalities 
43. A coroner who believes that action should be taken to prevent the 

recurrence of fatalities similar to that in respect of which the inquest is being 
held may announce at the inquest that he is reporting the matter in writing to
the person or authority who may have power to take such action and he may 
report the mailer accordingly. 

PART VII 

SUMMONING Or JURORS AND ExCUSAL FROM JURY SERVICE 

Summoning of jurors 
44. Subject to the provisions of these Rules, the person to whom the 

}rr coroner's warrant is issued under section 3 of the Act of 1887 for the 
» .t... _.. 
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HER MAJESTY'S H,M, CORONER'S COURT 
CORONER FOR 

CAMLEY STREET 
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Telephones

.°•`°` CAMLEY STREET: 01-387 4882 
t r1""rl1 1' l3`i HACKNEY: 01-985 2808 

POPLAR: 01-987 3614 
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iTu 1Y ~ u r GRO-C: Robert _._._._._._._._._.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-. 
dear Jr Acheson VVVV

GRO-A Jecea.sod, dot GRO-A I l th3 'rlashingt.on DC _._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._. ._._._._._._._._._._._._ 

;his unfortunate Prematurely born boy died in the Hosulta.l for 

Sick Cm ii ldren Great ormonde Street on! GRO-A and the cause of death 

is :Yrieurr~onia 1b Acquired immune deficiency syndrome was referred to arse 

by the loca-t retistrar of births aol. deaths. Enquiry at the hospital 

revealed that this was regarded as a consequence of toe transfusion of 

olood infected with the virus whilst in hosni.tal in 'r;ashinzton D . 

r have just completed the inquest and returned a verdict of death by 

misadventure. T stated in open court as the rule requires that I would 

be reporting the facts to you as T believe that the death falls within 

the rules a copy of which T enclose. 

Yours sincerely, 

GRO-C 

-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-: 
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SMD 

R e E'erence ................................::............................ 

Dr E Harris - on CMO (PO) file. 

AIDS - DEATH OF BABY 

The CMO has seen Mr M H Arthur`s note of 12 April about the case of baby 

GRO-A and has commented: 

"I agree with everything Mr Arthur says. However I an sure he 
remembers that three people have already been infected with 
HTLV III as a result of blood transfusion in the United Kingdom. 
Almost certainly others have as we know that several AIDS 
patients have donated blood in the months prior to diagnosis. I 
shall be very surprised if "native" cases of AIDS due to blood 
transfusion do not appear in the next year". 

I attach a letter from Dr D R Chambers, Her Majesty's Coroner for 
Inner North District Greater London, who conducted the inquest into the death 
of baby Thorpe. The CMO would be grateful for a draft reply to Dr Chambers, 
please. 

GRO-C 
ROBERTS OATES 

CMO's Office 
A? 11.-.-.-.-.--AFii., 
Ext GRO-C 

.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-. 

/7 April 1985 

cc: Mr C Joyce 
Dr Abrams 
Mr D Price 
Mr M A Harris 
Dr Smithies 
Mr A Williams 
Mr M H Arthur 
-- all with copy Dr Chamber's letter and attachment. 
RO ' 
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HER MAJESTY'S 

CORONER FOR 

INNER NORTH I. ISTRICT 

i GREATER LONDON 

1.2 Ar r i'l 12)8 5 

Dr D Acheson 

Chief 'inr3o ,l Officer 

Cd

Alexander ?'i.e'ning House 
?l.epoa.nt G'r Castio 

,3i' 

Dear Dr Acheson 

GRO-A ' Deceased .-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.--I 

I-LM. CORONERS COURT 

CAMLEY STREET 

LONDON, NW1 OPP 

Telephones : 

CAMLEY STREET: 01-387 4882 
HACKNEY: 01-986 2808 
POPLAR: 01-987 3614 

c j 
~t }~ ra h° GRO-C: Roberti 

dab GRO-A ; 12)83 Washington DC .-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.... 

This unfortunate prematurely born boy died in the Hospital for 

Sick Children Great Ormonde Street on I GRO-A and the cause of death L.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-. 

la. Pneumonia lb Acquired immune deficiency syndrome was referred to me 

by the local registrar of births and deaths, Hnquiry at the hospital 

revealed that this was regarded as a consequence of the transfusion of 

blood infected with the virus whilst in hospital in Washington DC. 

I have just completed the inquest and. returned a verdict of death by 

misadventure. T stated in open court as the rule requires that I would 

be reporting the facts to you as I believe that the death falls within 

the rule; a copy of which T enclose, 

Yours sincerely, 

GRO-C 

-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-. 
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1. t' 1r Harris 

2. Mr Joyce 

AIDS - death of baby 

Background 

The death of a baby from AIDS, at Gt Ormond Street hospital on 
GRO-A (night has been attributed to an American blood trans-

fusion, It has stimulated Press interest in the safety of blood 
transfusions here; and particuarly about progress on a blood 
screening test within the National Blood Transfusion service. The 
Coroner's inquest verdict of death by misadventure is likely to 
attract Press attention too. 

Action taken 

Publicity action via the leaflet "AIDS - important new advice for 
blood donors" is aimed to prevent donation by blood donors in AIDS 
high-risk groups (e.g. homosexuals). Distribution has been on an 
individual basis to all donors and potential donors presenting at 
sessions. Our national voluntary donor system means that infection 
via the transfusion of whole blood is extremely unlikely in this 
country. 

A Report on the introduction of a test for antibody to the AIDS 
related virus has been prepared for submission to the Expert Advisory 
Group (EAG) on AIDS (meeting on 22 April). It summarises the 
re&ommendations of the Screening Test Sub-Group, and it is expec ted 
that their views will be endorsed by the EAG so that evaluation of 
all available tests can commence under an agreed protocol within the 
next few weeks. Several American tests are available for evaluation 
now. 

It is necessary to find a reliable test (in terms of a low percentage 
of false negative and false positive results) to safeguard blood 
supplies and to avoid unnecessary alarm. 

The Coroner of St Pancras recorded the verdict of death by misadventure 
without disputing the Consultant's view that the baby died of AIDS 
following a blood transfusion in Amer ica No pathological examination 
has been attempted. 

Coroners may report any case of death by misadventure in which it 
is considered that future occurrences could possibly be prevented by 
some organisation. The St Pancras Coroner is writing accordingly 
to CMO. Officials do not consider that the need for proper evaluation 
should in any way be prejudiced by the inquest result. 

-1-
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Summary of Line to take 

a, The risk from blood transfuion in the USA 
is mainly a con-

sequence of using paid donors. 

b. In this country voluntary donors act out 
of altruism. They 

have no incentive to put others at risk. 

c. We have told those at high risk from AIDS 
not to donate. We 

believe this will be effective. Legal sanctions are inappropriate. 

d. We are acting as quickly as possible to 
introduce a screening 

test. A poor test would be counter productive. We will be evaluating 

tests shortly to select the most reliable and 
effective one for 

NHS use. 

e. There is only the slightest chance of 
getting AIDS via a blood 

transfusion in this country. 

f. There is no possibility of getting AIDS from 
giving blood. 

More donors are needed. 

-----------------------------------, 

G RO-C 
c.c..Ms Bateman

Ms McKessack M H Arthur 
Mr Oates HS1A 
Mr D Price Han Hse Rm 1201 GRO-C 
Dr Abrams .-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-._ 

Dr_ Smithies 
Mr A Williams / 

12 April 1985 
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New fears that children y catch AIDS 
Omar Sattaur, Atlanta 

V1

Oleske and colleagues in New Jersey, 
have so far encountered 40 cases of 
paediatric AIDS since 1979. About half of 
these have AIDS proper and the remainder 
have a milder condition, the AIDS-related 
complex, comprising some of the symp-
toms " of AIDS including immune 1 suppression. Most of Oleske's cases were 
born to mothers who abused intravenous 
drugs or were the sexual partners of intra-
venous drug abusers, Six infants were born 
with symptoms of AIDS and the AIDS 
virus has been isolated from eight affected 
children. 
Much of the thinking about the 

epidemiology of AIDS is muddled, because 
there is still not enough data. While Oleske 
and colleagues lack evidence of non-sexual 
transmission within households, Jonathan 
Mann of the CDC in Atlanta reported the 
opposite to be true, at least for household 
contacts in Zaire. Mann looked for anti-
bodies to the AIDS virus in 204 household 
co of 46 people suffering from AIDS. 
The presence of antibodies indicates that 
the person has been (or is) infected with the 
AIDS virus. He also looked at antibodies 
from blood of 107 household contacts of 44 
controlled subjects. Of the controls, only 11 
per cent were positive compared to 27 per 
cent of AIDS-case contacts. What does this 
mean? 

' 'jf• t:̀N.< '̂j:~7ECfZ5~: kKT,A• a. '

Nodding donkey with cows. Left: 
the reed bed Jaeing destruction 
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Farm aid to Mali misses out poorest v . a 
s " liri Ri'[adele Itaznalto higher yields from 

While food stocks today are adequate in the 
better off villages of southern Mali, the 
poorer villages are now desperate, with 
stores virtually empty. 

Villagers have begun to sell their cattle, 
which are essential for ploughing. Stores of 
food will not be replenished until the 
September harvest. In the absence of aid, 
the area's abundant mangoes are the only 
food that will save many from starvation 
this summer. 

Because of the evident need, churches in 

.Farm animals far sale as 
the maize crop fails 

millet seeds. At the 
government's agricultural research station 
at Cinzana, attempts are being made to 
develop high-yielding millet. Local strains 
are being mixed with those from Togo to 
produce a new variety called F6. The 
station is also trying to produce a dwarf 
millet by musing local varieities with a 
strain from the United States. 

The station's director, Onmar 
Miangadd, says that the new varieties may 
be capable of yielding 3.5 tonnes per 
hectare, compared with the half a tonne 
that poor Malian farmers, now harvest. But 

even with existing seeds it should be 

E

ssible for farmners to achieve 
lds of 1.5 tonnes, says
angadd. They need to be taught 

better farming techniques and to 
have money to buy more fertiliser. 

The snag for the poorest is that 
they are no more likely to be 
offered credit for the new seeds 
than they are for the existing varie-
ties. Research will be irrelevant 
unless the project is changed to 
include them. 

The main aim of the project is to 
double the output of maize. This is 
a crop that needs constant applica-

tions of water, There 
have been spectaculax 
sucesses. In one on 
the area growing maize 
has trebled in the past 

ti1GER 
five years.

But encouraging some 
'A55~ Of the wo 's poorest 

farmers to grow maize 
without irrigation is 
gambling with their 
lives. There have been 
some disastrous failures. 

In Ciesso village, in the south-eastern 
Koutiala region, the whole of the maize 
crop was lost this year, because there was 
too little rainfall. Stores in Ciesso are virtu-
ally bare. 0 

L•L' • •' F
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