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Hepatiis © Pavment Scheme — Skipton Fund

. Toinform vou that the Skipton Fund, which is the vehicie wo
administer the payments under the Hepatitis C Scheme, has been
registered as a limited company at Companies Home.
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2. Noturgent - for information only
Backeround

3. Ouoe of the key elements when Secretary of State announced the

criteria of the scheme was that 1 would be admmistered on a UK wide
basis by a new mdependent operator called the Skipton Fund which
would come under the management associated with the MacFarlane
and Eileen Trusts. In setting up the Skipton fund we were advised by
fawyers that 1t could not be a Charitable Trust because of the nature of
the one-off payments. Le. they were not o help alleviate on-going
hardship.
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4. Inorder to give the Skipton Fund a legal status it has been necessary
to register it as a Limited Company. This was also unportant in terms
of requining the Fund to be a legal entity 50 2s (o be referenced in the
Department of Work and Pensions Regulations allowing a social
security disregard. We are currently working on the Fund's
Memorandum and Articles of Association.
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As a consequence ol this development the Chief Executive of the
Mackariane Trust will become the Company Secretary of the Skipton
Fund and four of the Trustees (two of which were appomted by the
Secretary of State) will become Divectors. In Hine with your wishes
the administrattve costs of the Fund will not come from a 864 gram
but will be met form the money provided by the four Health

Departments for the Payviment Scheme iself

b, Alsoihine with your wishes, the MacFarlane Trust itself has recently
formally requested that they move away from 564 funding. The first
step in this process will be to move the MacFarlane Trust under the
management of the Skipton Fund while remaining a Charitable Trust.
The MacFarlane Trust’s S64 status will be the subject of 4 separate
submission o you.

We have also had a request for a need for confidentiality orders for the
Drirectors and Secretary of the Skipton Fond., There 1s some concern
about the possithility of intinndation of the Officers of the Fund, given
the track record of some of the haemophilia sphinter groups. We will
write to the DTE in support of such a request.

Conclusion
8. You are asked to note the legal status of the Skipton Fund.
R.M.Gutowsk
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