Witness Namea: Nicholas Robert ibbotson

Statement No:i WITN0982001
Exhibﬁgg WITN0982002 - 017

P

INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY

WRITTEN STATEMENT OF NICHOLAS ROBERT IBBOTSON

| provide this statemsnt in responss o a request under Rule 9 of the Inguiry Rules 2006
dated 26th September 2018,

i, Nicholas Robert Ibbotson, will say as follows: -

Section 1: Introduction

at an address known to the Inguiry. | am retired and | do voluntary work for local
music groups. | am g trustes and Deputy Chair of the Brilish Kodaly Academy, a
ragistered charlty working in music education.

2. | have a degree in medicine from the University of Cambridge (1980) and | had a
varied career which included the following positions:

- House Officer, Addenbrookes Hospital Cambridge (1881)

- Professional Singer, “Cantabile” The London Quartet (1982-1987)

- Ad hoc Clinical Assistant, 5t Barts Hospital London {1982-1887)

- Assistant TV Producer, BBC Science Department (1987-1988)

- TV Producer, Independent and BBC Scotland (1888-2000)

- (5P {training), Newcastle (200220086}

~ P (principal}, Wetherby {(2006-2018)

- Board Member, Leeds North Clinical Commissioning Group (2012-2017)
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3. | have never bean involved in any way with any investigation or legal proceedings
regarding viral infections, blood transfusions or blood products.

Section 2: My rols ot West Midiands Blood Transfusion Service (WMBTS)

4. My father, Richard Neville lbbotson, was the Deputy Director of the West Midlands
Blood Transfusion Service from 1968 until his refirement in 1888, Through my father,
| workad at the service over two summers, My first spell at WMBTS was in the
summer of 1874, after my A-levels and prior fo returning o sixth form in preparation
for the Cambridge entrance exam in December, | am unsure of the exact dates but |
would have been released from school in the June. | also went to a Scout Camp in
Corsica in early September, $0 'm guessing | workad at WMBTS for arcund 8 weeks
over July and August 1874, | had completed A-levels so | was qualified to work as a
iaboratory technician and | was assigned to the cryopracipitate laboratory,

5, The second ime | worked at WMBTS was over the summer of 1976 afler my first
year at university. | went on an interRail holiday around Europe in the September, so
I'm guessing | worked roughiy from mid-June to the end of August. | might have done
some work in the laboratory but | spent most of the time working as a driver
delivering blood arcund the hospitals in the region, which | have to say was much
more fun.

8. | have no first hand knowledge or experience of HCV or HIV testing myself. | can
remember from conversations with my father that he was very concernad aboui the
difficulties of testing for HCV or “non A non B” as it was known during the late 1970's
and into the 1980°s. Equally, through the 1870s my father was concernead about
Hepatitis B transmission. However, when | worked at WMBTS, these were early days
in terms of thinking about transmission of these infections through blood or blood
products. My memeory is of no instruction in transmission risks other than my
conversations with my father. | worked with blood donations in plastic donor sets
{plastic bags with tubes used o receive blood donations and keep them sterile),
preparing the cryoprecipitate with no gloves, and as | recall, there were no particular
infection control precautions such as signs on the door, masks, sirflow cabinets or
anything similar. Al the time, there was no virus tasting of routine blood donations as
far as | can recall,
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Section 3: My fathey's (Richard Neville ibbotson) role at WMEBTS

7. My father, Richard Neville ibbotson, was born eni _______ GRO-C  11926. After qualifying
in medicine, he worked at Barts Hospital in London before completing his national
service as a Royal Air Force Officer. In 1857, he emigrated to Australia where he
worked as a Haemalologist at a Medical Research Laboratory in Adelaide. After
returning to the UK in 1967, he worked at the Department of Health as a civil servant
before taking up a position at the WMBTS in autumn 1888 and becoming Deputy

Director of the WMBTS in 1860

B, My father started at WMBTS as & consultant. | think thers were three madically
gualified doctors at the service at that time, all at consultant grade - the Director, the
Deputy Director, and the third consultant. My father started in the third consultant
post, and was promoted to Depuly Direclor at soms time in the next vear or so. He
remained there through the 1970s as he assumed he would get the director's job in
due course.

8. Until 1881, the Director of WMBTS was Dr William Bird, who was a respscied
authority on blood groups and related subjects. Unfortunately when his job finally
became vacant in 1981, my father was overiooked and the role went to a doctor from
fran, Dr Feyreydoun Ala. He had done great work establishing the first Clinical
Haematology Departiment and the Iranian National Blood Transfusion Service.

10. My father was upset that Dr Ala was appointed as Director over his head and thought
his appointment was politically influenced at a high level. Dr Alg’s father, Hosssin
Ala, had been Foreign Secretary and Prime Minister in the lranian governement
under the last Shah of iran. Dr Ala had moved o the UK after the overthrow of the
monarchy during the 1879 lranian revolution. | think everyone In Birmingham who
worked with my father had sxpected him to get the Director's role and he remained
cynical and rather bitter about missing out until his retirement in 1889, My father felt
for a large part of his time at WMBTS, he was canying out the duties of a Director but
without the title due to Dr Alg's regular abscences.

11. 1 can't be specific about my father's mestings or his knowledge regarding infected
blood or blood products, | can only recall his general views from the conversations
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13.

we had at the time, mainly in the 1970s and early 1980s. My father was very
experienced and | believe, wsll known and liked in the relatively small community of
blood transfusion professionals. He would often visit the Elstree laboratories and
would mention his colleagues at other centres around the UK whom he seemed to
know well, My impression was that both of the directors he worked under were more
interested in pure research, so my father {ook more of an interest in the day o day
running of the centre and the practical issues in the production of blood products, |
know he was very interested in the subject of testing products and the safety of those
products, and always kept up 1o date with the iatest sclence and technology. it is
difficult to imagine now in our safely conscious age, quite how basic ocur knowledge
was in the 1870s. It was developing Tast, and | believe my father took great interest in
tha developments but al the same time was frusirated that the administrators, as he
saw if, were slow to listen and to catch up.

After a few glasses of wine, my dad would loosen up and {ell me about the problems
he faced at work. | remember from conversations with my father that he was very
concerned over many years about importing blood products from the USA, where
commercial interests were involved, donors were paid, and Factor Vil was batch
produced. He would say that what was happening was oulrageous and that the
people from whom the blood was being sourced in America were drug addicts and
high-tisk groups who would donate blood o make monsy. This was around 1875«
1978 when | was still at home reguarly. He said these methods of collecting blood
attracted people with dublous ifestyles who were allowad {0 donate as many times
as they like. My father said he had discussed these concerns with his colisagues and
sgid the guestion of UK seif-sufficiency was involved in these discussions. He falt
that if given the required resources the LUK could become self-sufficient. However, he
balieved there was 2 lot going on a8t 2 higher political level and he felt ignored, if not
axcluded, from the decision-making.

| have seen a letler dated 29th Oclober 1885 from Dr Ala in his role as Director of
WMBTS to the Department of Heslth on the Tainted Blood website. In this lefter, he
writes: “Even though we are bound to see a number of transfusional AlDS patients in
the coming months and year, which have been caused by transfusions given after
1980 or 1981, | think the public and Parliamentary concern is exaggerated and
misplaced. Much greater fund and concern should be invested in the more difficult
area of influencing attitudes and behaviour rather than allowing them to be dissipated
and assuaged in the area of blood transfusion”. | exhibit a print of this redacted letter
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as WO9B2015. From the conversations | had with my father, | would be very
surprised if he agreed with the contents of this letter. As | have already said, | know
that my father did not get on well with Dr Ala, personslly or professionaly. in my view,
this letter demonstrates the exdent to which my father was in disagresment with his
superior over the risk of infection associated with blood ransfusions as well the
response reguired from WMBTS and the Depariment of Health to tackle the problem.
Notwithstanding his disagresment with Dr Ala, ultimatsly, | think my father would say
this problem came down o money, 8 gap between what was spent and what should
have been spent. My father would say it i3 the fault of the dsacision makers at the
Department of Mealth. | understand that Dr Als returned 1o fran but | would be
interested to hear his perspeclive on these mailers,

14. | know from conversations with my father that he was very concermned, aven angry,
about the decision-making arcund HCV testing and the sourcing of binod products. |
believs he viewed 1 a5 3 batlle between the profession, ie haematologists and blood
transfusion specialists, and the Dapartment of Health in London. Intersstingly, he had
worked briefly in the Department of Health at Elephant and Castle from January to
July 1968, after he returned from Australia, so { think he had an insight to both sides
of the battle. Equally, in relation o the HIV testing, though | can’t remember specifics,
i can recall conversations when retumning home at intervals during my medical
training from 1875 into the early 80s. My dad said things to the effect that such a test
was now available for a specific virus but "the idiots” at the Department of Health
were ignoring his advice. | should, however, qualify this by saying it is obviously
subjective, and my father was prone 1o being somawhat hot headed at times,
Generally, | don't think WMBTS ever directed my father to respond to infection risks, |
think it was more a case of the converse, in that he was always trving to alert them to

the risks of infection.

Section 4; Othor lssues

15. | wanted o contribute to this Inquiry, firstly to speak up on behalf of my father and
others like him in the medical profession, who | belisve, took this issue very seriously.
Secondly, | have quite strong memories of sitting st a laboratory bench with bags of
plasma containing a milky precipitate, putting them in a press and squeezing out the
plasma. At the time | had no idea of the relevance of what | was doing, but in
retrospect | know | was producing a life saving product that was fairly safe. Perhaps
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18.

17.

18,

not absolutely safe, but many orders of magnitude safer than the product we went on
o use around the country.

! believe my father would have wanted me 1o speak up because if he was here he
would have given a long statemant to the Inguiry. | think he might even have been a
whistieblower had he bensfited from the the protections that exist today,

| came forward because | was concerned that the medical profession should not
shoulder all of the blame for this {ragedy. There would have been lots of people in the
medical profession, ke my father, that were trying hard {o stop this happening. In my
view, my father would have wantad o point the finger at politicians and decision-
makers outside the medical profession. He would say it was because they didn't want
to spend enough money on making the infrastruciure o achieve domestic self-
sufficisncy. He felt that more could have been done. He would have wanted to
demonstrate how the blood transfusion service as a whole could increase the supply
of blood products in the UK,

Finally, subseguent to my being interviewed for this statement, | decided to look
through some of my late father's possessions that | keep at my house. | found a
number of papers that | feel could be of interest to the Inquiry. | have provided scans
to the Inguiry and | will retain the originals and make them available to the Inguiry in
the future, if necessary. | exhibit the individual documents as follows:

WO8B2002 consists of 3 pages and appears {o be the draft for a letter dated 12/12/86
from my father R. Ibbotson to Dr AF. Ala. It is written on Natlonal Biood Transfusion
Service (NBTS) headed paper. | recognise the handwrilten alterations, as baing my
Father's handwriting.

W0982003 consists of one page of what appears to be a draft of some kind, written
in what | believe to be my father's handwriting.

WO0BB2004 consists of 5 pages of what appears to be an untitied draft report with
handwritten alterations in what | believe to be my father's handwriting. The document
iz headed W.M.B.T.S8. Vincent Drive’.
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The following exhibits W0882005-008, may be part of the same larger draft
document, though it is not absolutely clear. Therefore, | have exhibited as separale
documents under their respective titles.

WO382005 consists of 2 pages headed 'Organisation of Donor Sessions’, with

alterations in my father's handwriting.

W0982006 consists of 2 pages headed 'Blood Donor Sessions’, with alterations in
my father's handwriting.

WOBB2007 consists of 2 pages headed ‘Nursing Officers’, with alterations in my
father's handwriting.

WO982008 consists of a single page headed ‘Loss of Donor Sessions’, with
alterations in my father's handwriting.

W0982009 consists of 4 pages headed 'Liaison and Communicationy, with alterations
in my father's handwriting.

W0982010 consists of a single page handwritlen letier dated 31/12/88, marked
‘confidential’ on "'The Quesn Elizabeth Hospital’ headed paper. The recipient of this
letter appears (0 be my father, it being addressed to ‘Dr. Dick’ (my Father was known
as Dick). The correspondent is not clear, it could be ‘Brian'. | do not know who this
may be.

WoaB2011 consists of a typed single page unsigned latter or draft dated 13/06/7 3,
from my father to Dr. W, d'A Maycock.

W0282012 consists of s lyped, 2 page unsigned letter or draft dated 17/04/73, from
my father to Profassor Curran,

W0882013 consists of a single untitled page dated 27/05/81. The lstter is unsigned
and doss not have an addresses, though my father's inilials ‘RNI" appear at the foot

along with the initials "JAG

W0882014 consists of 2 pages of what appears {0 be an untitled draft with alterations
it my father's handwriting.
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| should add, that in relation to the above documents, most of which appear 1o be in
graft, | have no idea if 2 final version was saver sent or submitied.

WO0SB20186 consists of a 13 page single sided document titled "Data Capture by the
Use of Bar Coding in Blood Transfusion’ by Richard N. Ibbotson and Raymond
Jackson.

WO0S8B2017 consists of 4 pages from the British Medical Journal on the subject of
ALD.S, by AP Waterson,

Statement of Truth

| helieve that the facts stated in this withess statement are trus.

GRO-C
Signed |
e e .
Dated ts N erecrcone 4020 .
g
Table of exhibits:
Date HNotes!/ Description Exhibit number
12/12/88 | Consists of 3 pages. Appaars to be the draft for a letter W0882002

dated 12/12/86 from my father R. lbbotsonto Dr AF. Ala. kit
is written on National Biood Transfusion Service (NBTS)
headed paper. | recogrise the handwritten alterations, as
haing my Father's handwriting.

Consists of one page of what appears to be a draft of some | WOBB2003
kind, written in what | beliave {0 be my father's handwriting.

Consists of 5 pages of what appears {o be an untitied draft | W0S82004
report with handwritten alterations in what | believe to be my
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father's handwriting. The document is headed 'WMB.T.S.

Vincent Drive’.

The following exhibits W0882005-008 may be part of the

same larger draft document, though it is not absolutsly clear,

Therefore, | have exhibilad as separate documents under
their respective titles.

Consists of 2 pages headed ‘Organisation of Donor
Sessions’, with alterations in my father's handwriting.

WwoeBsz2005

Consists of 2 pages headed 'Blood Donor Sessions’, with
alterations in my father's handwriting.

W0882006

Consists of 2 pages headed ‘Nursing Officers’, with

alterations in my father's handwriting.

W0sB2007

Conasists of & single page headed ‘Loss of Donor Sessions,
with alterations in my father's handwriting.

woaes2008

Consists of 4 pages headed ‘Liaison and Communication,
with alterations in my father's handwriting.

W0eB2009

31/12/86

Consists of a single page handwritten letter dated 31/12/88
marked ‘confidential’ on 'The Queen Elizabeth Hospital
headed notepaper. The recipient of this letler appears 1o be
my father, it being addressed to ‘Dr. Dick’ {my Father was
known as Dick). The correspondent is not clear; it could be
‘Brian'. | do not know who this may be.

WOBB2010

13/08/73

Consists of a typed single page unsigned letter or draft
dated 13/06/73, from my father to Dr. W. d'A Maycock.

W0882011

17104173

Consists of a typed, 2 page unsigned lsiter or draft dated
17/04/73, from my father to Professor Curran.

W0882012

2710681

Consists of a single untitied page dated 27/05/81. The leller
is unsigned and does not have an addressee, though my
father's initials ‘RNY appear at the foot glong with the inltials
JAG

W0882013
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Consists of 2 pages of what appears to be an untitled draft
with alterations in my father's handwriting.

Wwoe82014

29/10/85

A one page print out from the Tainted Blood website of what
appears {0 be a redacted letter on WMBTS headed paper
from Dr Ala to an unknown addressee at The Department of
Haalth & Social Security.

W0B882015

A 13 page single sided document titled "Data Caplure by the |
Use of Bar Coding in Blood Transfusion’ by Richard N,
ibbotson and Raymond Jackson

Ww0es2018

05/03/86

4 pages from the British Medical Journal on the subject of
ALD.S. by AP Watarson

WwoaB2017
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