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5. The medical professionals overseeing the process explained that the 

reason Plasmapheresis was introduced was because the NHS needed 

factor VIII. The Edgware centre was supplying the Haemophilia centre 

within the Royal Free Hospital. I am unsure whether this programme was 

being run elsewhere in the Country at that time. If a patient had an 

operation, they could require up to 40 units of blood. Ordinarily, units of 

Factor VIII would be made up of a number of people's blood and would 

produce only about a teaspoon quantity of clotting factor. This would be 

used instead blood. The doctor at Edgware, whose name I cannot now 

recall, explained that this was being imported from the US and was 

obtained from the homeless, prostitutes, prisoners and drug addicts and 

the blood was tainted. The blood was not screened for any possible 

infection before being deposited into a large stainless-steel tank. Any 

one contaminated unit of blood would then taint the entire vat. 

Section 3. Other Issues 

6. I contacted the inquiry was because I found it baffling that in the late 

60s and early 70s it was known to the medical profession that 

contaminated blood was being imported from America. The doctors 

overseeing the process explained that Plasmapheresis was introduced 

specifically because imported products were known to be 

contaminated. It is well known that the blood transfusion service in the 

UK is composed of volunteers rather than paid donors and is rigorous 

in terms of screening products. Each time I went for a donation, they 

asked the same questions about my medical history and whether I had 

any changes in my health or personal life or had any tattoos. This is 

why I find it difficult to understand why products continued to be 

imported in the 1980s and why the NHS didn't continue with the 

processes they had in place in Edgware. By 1975 I'd donated blood on 

more than 50 occasions and by the time I finished I'd given blood more 

than 100 times. 
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