
fl rn iiir *iiiSiwi.i 

Statement Na: WITN1146006 

Exhibits: WITN1146007 — WITN1146038 

Dated: 28th August 2020 

1= Hi I:11QTYJrlOf`II6E i*1r1 

WITN1146037_0001 



'We need answers'  GRO-C -idad infected in contaminated blood scandal speaks ... Page 1 of 14 

FIINFRAI NATICFS IARS FAATIFS MFNTAI HFAI TH MARKFTPI ACF VAl1CHFR CADFS DIR 

'We need answers' — GRO-C dad i nfected 
in contaminated blood scandal speaks out 
Sean Cavens, from; GRO-C ; was just 18 months old when he was infected with hepatitis C 
during an operation on his leg 
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WHAT IS THE CONTAMINATED BLOOD SCANDAL? 

Want the best local news sent to your 
inbox daily? Sign up to our newsletter 
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One of the youngest survivors of the contaminated blood scandal has called for a 
criminal investigation to be carried out into the tragedy. 

Sean Cavens has spoken out for the first time after the Prime Minister's 
announcement of an inquiry into the scandal which claimed at least 2,400 lives. 

Sean was just 18 months old when he was infected with hepatitis C during an 
operation to remove a lump on his leg. 

Now 36-years-old and living lflj GRO=C_____ he says the strain of the illness and 
treatment has cost him two marriages and left him unable to work for long periods 
of time. 

LOADING 

0 Sean Cavens of GRO-C who is one of the youngest surviving hemophiliacs of the 
contaminated blood scandal of the 1980's (Image: Newcastle Chronicle) 

And as survivors and relatives cautiously welcome the arrival a long-awaited public 
inquiry into the disaster, Sean is demanding answers into "why anyone would play 
Russian Roulette with my life". 
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0 Sean Cavens of GRO-C who is one of the youngest surviving hemophiliacs of the 

contaminated blood scandal of the 1980's (Image: Newcastle Chronicle) 

Blood tests revealed that he suffered from haemophilia and, due to a loss of blood 
during surgery, was given donated blood. 

He was not diagnosed with hepatitis C until 1997 after moving to the North East 
with his family. 

■ READ MORE 

/ Newcastle wife of contaminated blood victim calls for Hillsborough-style inquiry 

into scandal 

He said: "In 1997, I had effectively just started my adult life, my career choices 
would be limited to office based work, and I would have to declare my condition for 
every application I made. 

"In the early 2000s I became increasingly tired, and just put this down to office 
based environments, however in 2004 it was apparent it was due to my hepatitis C. 

"My world fell apart and I kept wondering how long I had left." 

Sean started a treatment that had a low success rate but was the only option 
available. 
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O Sean Cavens of GRO-C Who is one of the youngest surviving hemophiliacs of the 

contaminated blood scandal of the 1980's (Image: Newcastle Chronicle) 

But he said: "I only managed to remain on the treatment for 12 weeks. Flu-like 
symptoms meant I was unable to leave the bedroom, let alone the house. 

"I had to leave my job with a blue chip company. It affected my mental state of 
mind, I could not take the pain from this treatment and was showing signs of 
depression. 

"My marriage ended, as the strain of this became too much for us both." 

■ READ MORE 

What is the contaminated blood scandal that killed at least 2,400 people? 

In 2016 Sean went to see a hepatitis C specialist at the Freeman Hospital after 
crippling symptoms forced him to take sickness leave from work again. 

He was told he needed to start treatment immediately. 

Sean said: "The good news is my treatment was successful and my hepatitis C is 
now undetected. 

"Unfortunately it came at the cost of a further marriage. The strain, and my 
emotional state of mind, caused problems. 

"I'm optimistic about the news of a public inquiry but I don't know if it will go far 
enough. 

"We need closure - the mental scars will always be there but we need answers." 

Follow @ChronicleLive 
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Three in court accused of stealing cash from taxi driver in 3am Shieldfield robbery 
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Spider season in Newcastle: 13 ways to get rid of spiders in your home 
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The dangerous warning sign that has already emerged from Newcastle United's private 
training camp 
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Warning over £1,000 Asda scam doing the rounds on social media - how to spot it 
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Couple build secret bar in their garden for just £500 in George Clarke-inspired 
transformation 
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Heartbreak as community mourns death of five-year-old boy 

FENHAM 

Government following best` scientific advice on face masks - live updates 
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