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INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY

FIRST WRITTEN STATEMENT OF DAVID PESCOD

o f David Pescod, will say as follows:-

Section 1. Introduction

1 My name is David Pesood Date of Bmh GRO- 1951 ~aﬁd i live at GRb-c

...............

GRO-C

' ;,“’;2. | was mfected with Hepatttts C as a resu!t of treatment with contam:nated
- blood products. e B ’ ’

3. This witness statement has been prepared w:thout the benefit of access to my
full medical records. If and m so’ far as 1 have been provided with limited
records the relevant entries are set out tn the medical chrono!ogy at the end of .
this statement. o :

l - ,:Set‘:tﬁion 2. How infected

O suffer from mild Haemophma A whcch requnres intermittent treatment
Fortunately, in later hfe I have not had to recexve much treatment o
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5. There is now shown to me marked WITN1464002 a copy of my treatment
record from the UK Haemophlisa Database Office which shows that | frozen
fresh ptasma in 1970 and cryoprectp:tate between 1971 and 1980

6. This also records, under the Patient Hep C Da‘tka othat on 22 April 1980, after |
had an operation on my nasal septum, | was given a transfusion of Armour
. Factor VIll, batch 040405,

 7. The operation was carned out at the Royal Free Hospital, London. My

' : consultant was Chast:ne Lee This was the frst time that | was treated with
Factor Vil concentrate A copy of the d;scharge summary is now shown to me
marked WITN1464003. |

8. After the operation | was fine for a few days but noticed that my energy levels
~ were lower than usual and .| was tired with nausea. | remember this distinctly
as | was making a doubie bed from pine wood at home and was frustrated by
-~ my inability to lift the t;mber and complete tasks.

9. attended the Royal Free Hospfta! for' foﬂow up on 29 April 1980 and was
| seen by Dr Peter Kernoff. He asked me. ‘have you been sick yet?". The sense

of probabtlety in this questton concemed me as it appeared they had a deeper
: understandmg of what was happemng ’

10 I returned home weak and depressed L had no energy and the fouowmg day o
 when | attempted to do some carpentry J was v:olently sick and was projectile
; 'vommng :

11.In-May 1980 | was mformed that | had been anfecteci with acute Non~A Non-B

- Hepatrt(s after | was re-admitted to hosp:tal A copy of the letter to me GP
‘settmg out my diagnosis is now shown to me marked WSTN‘!464004 This

~confirms that | was moderateiy 3aundzced and that in view of the temporai

- relationship between my treatment wzth Factor VIl and acute hepatitis it was
',ltkely I had non-A non B hepatzt:s (NANBH) "whnch :s known to be transmitted
by this form of blood product.” ' : ' '
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12.Before my treatment with Factor Vil | was not warned of any risk of mfecizon
itis clear from the ietter in my medical notes from N M Bass (Regss!rar to Prof
Sherlock) that the risk was known at the time my treatment was administered.
i
13.In 1985 1 had a long conversatnon WIth Dr Kernoff regarding the risk of AlDs
and the remote possmxhty of sexuai transmissson to my wife as recorded in the
letter exhtbcted at WlTN1464005 :

14.1n 1990 [ received a letter from Dr Lee which stated they had now identiﬁed
one of the agents responsible for NANBH and named the hepatitis C virus
(HCV). The letter went on to conyﬁkrm that they had a new test available which
measured the antibody to HCV and showed past mfectzon The letter
“confirmed that my anti-HCV. was. positwe on17. May 1990. | was not aware I
was being tested for the same A‘Ec‘opy of the: letter is now exhibited at
- WITN1464006. R - ’

15 In 1998 Professor Chnstme Lee at the Royal Free stated that she believed |

: had been infected wnth Hepatitis C in. 1974; six years before my nasal

-opera’aon and the onse: of symptom_s because thtS was the first time | was

treated with large pool Un‘steﬁliééd dbtﬁhg factor concentrate. Her letter is

; exhibited at WITN1464007. 1 find this hard to beheve and :f itis true angry
: k’thatiwas not mformed of my mfectto‘ fo ‘c 3ong ‘

B : :Section 3. Other Infections

k16. In 1997 | was told by letter that :mvayf,have been exposed to vCJD.

17 I'also believe that | was exposed to Hepatitts Bas i tested positive for the

antibodie

Ll
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Section 4. Consent

~ 18.1 believe | was tested w;thout my consent because | was not aware that | was

being tested for NANBH HIV.or Hepatitts C. I assume they just kept testing
the blood samples that were. taken from me as the reasons for taking the
blood samples were never discussed with me.

) Section 5. fimgact of the !nfection

, 19 My wsfe was 38 weeks pregnant at the ttme of my dxagnoss and | was

desperate to be at the birth of my son The doctors remained ambiguous
about whether | was allowed to attend the birth and told me it was subject to
negoi'atron with Bart's Hosptta¥ where my son was to be born.

20 When | was iater told that I would not be aHowed to attend | was abso)ute!y
devastated I swore at the doctors with words [ rarely use in public and I was
‘overcome with emotion. | had been so mtent on being there for the birth to
make up for the difficulties we ‘had faced w:th my NANBH, that we had not
made. any back-up plans for other attendants to be with my wife; my wife ;

therefore had to give birth alone. .

‘ GRO-C ;{and}was-pla’t;éd Jin_inte e_care My wsfe really struggled
~ without having her son by her bed sx e' and m:ssmg out on the normal
. bondmg that occurs. S

22 Over the next few years my health concerns diverted from haemophnlna to
1 hepatms and ltS consequentcai matters My infection had an increasingly
lyfnegatave effect on my sense of worth and my conﬂdence which not only

A ’made me struggle with my sense of xdenttty but aiso put considerable stram

- on.my marriage.

~ 23.In October 1988 I was found to have ch(;);hig abnormality of liver function with

~ NANBH. | was also diagnosed with hepatéépenomegaly as a result of chronic

4
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NANBH, Although my liver function tests were abnormal at that stage |
refused to consider Interferon treatment because it was still in the trial phase.

24.1n 1996 | was made aware that there were currently no treatments available
for Hepatitis C. | started to purchase trad:txonaf Chmese medscme at a cost of

approximately £100 per month With ‘the help of my GP | was havmg liver
function and btood tests on a month!y basis. | kept an accurate reoord and
observed a slight | mprovement in functions “which did not seem to impress
the hospitals. S

25.In 1998 | was buying a house in Fehxstowe and -applied for a mortgage to
Nationwide. Whilst in a meeting in their ofﬂce ! mformed an assistant that |
had Hepatitis C. A week later, although the mortgage had been approved, |
received a letter withdrawing the oﬁer and refundmg aﬂ payments

‘.26 In May/dune 2001 | cammenced treatment with Pegyfated tnterferon and

" Ribavirin. | was first informed about the possibility of this therapy when it was
“in the ear!y stages of development in March 1996 as set out in Dr Dusheiko's
ietter dated 12 March 1996 exhlbtted as WiTN1464008

| 7 27 This treatment had seemmgly been de!ayed to wait for my fundmg to be
~ approved. B

| 28.1 was warned that the treatment process was tough but my second wife, Kate, L
- convinced me it was the right thmg to do for her and my chiidren We agreed o
that it was probab!y the best txme to do xt Wh! Ist I was still fairly fit and healthy, o k

and the recent passmg of my mother had gwen me a clear wew on the pearly
gates. | asked if it would be posszbie to meet someone who had undergone
the treatment to fully prepare myself however thfs request was flatly rejected

- by the hospital.

29 | had read everythmg that l could about the treatment but still had trepzdat;on
“and anxiety before commencmg treatment l was given an A5 piece of paper
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which listed a variety of ssde effects in smal! print, including nausea,
headaches depression, hair loss irritant skin, rashes sickness etc.

- 30.1 asked several times if | would be able to continue working whilst receiving
~ the treatment, and they had assﬁured’ me ihis wouldn"t be a problem.

o . 31.1t became clear: that I was part of a drug tnal run by Shering Plough, and |

would not be permitted any other drugs durmg the treatment. ThlS even
included paracetamol, which was aiarmmg I wasn't sure if the doctors were
working for me and the NHS or for the pharmaoeutical company.

. 32.As | travelled home after my first Interferoh{ih;'ecti’on | felt a cloud forming over

me. Over the next few days | felt increasing!y'weak and fragile. These side

effects would worsen every week until | could hardfy climb the stairs and |
- would not want to be touched by my wafe at ali Laughter was not something
R ‘heard in our house for many months ' ’

33 My skin was very senstt:ve and I had to mo:stunse every day. Not wanting to
" be touched made comfort difficult and sex out of the question. Emotionally |
- was a wreck, | had med to contmue workmg but in one important meeting |
 broke down and ha ‘v k'k'go home 1] was profound!y depressed and isolated.

Fortunateiy my employér was very understandmg and allowed me to take the

tame off when it became clear | would be unab!e to work e}‘fectweiy

- 34.When my energy was at its highest, notmaﬂy the day before the next injection,
k' 1 walked along Felixstowe front ahd_havé;a large hot chocolate in a café but |
had to ring for a taxi to get home. My apbe‘,tite:wasi all over the place and my
meals consisted of snacking érjd junk’fo\od, I was like an ado!escent snacking
and watching daytime television, bursting into tears at an'y sentimental drama
| watched. | lost weight and my hair. | diyd not see my sons during this period
‘as we thought it would cause them pomt!ess d;stress and raise too many

-quesnons and anger.
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35.1 don't think it would have been possible to get through this without the
support of my wife; | became a d;fferent person but thankfully she hadn't.

36.In December 2001 | was. told that | fhad cleared the virus, subject to tests
every 3 months. The letter conﬂrm ing. thls is exhibited at WITN1464009 | was
still exhausted but a cloud had been removed | was just a haemophmac

- again.

37.0ver the next few months | made a[havylﬂf, ‘hour radio documentary for BBC

Norfolk about a haemophiliac who wasﬁ’z as lucky as |. He had to attend a

Hepatitis C support group in Norwich prison as. it was the only one available to

~ him. The documentary revealed that the UK does not have a good record on

- treatment or diagnosis of Hepatitis C, w:th interviews with Health Trust

executives and Hepatitis experts. The programme was broadcast on a

Saturday evening and | was pieased to have done somethmg for those less
fortunate, but to what effect? - ‘ o ’ '

38 When | returned to work it was as if I was a different person | visited my GP
who suggested I should ‘go part-tlme and ;l!ustrated the smpmved life
expectancy as a part-timer. o ’

39.Working part-time had p{;nsid_era_ble‘ﬂnanciat consequences for me but as it

" was taking such a long time to recover from the Interferon treatment both

emotionally and psychorogacaily, [ knew it was a decision | had to make for my
:heahh

:'.Seciign 6. Treatment/carelsugg’ ort

40 | did receive some counSe!i'ng in 1993-94 which helped me to learn about my
behaviour and tendencies to over compensate for my cond:tlon This helped
me to deal with the growmg complicatlons 8 was facmg
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Section 7. Financial Assistance

41.Around 1998 | received £20 ,000 from the Skzpton Fund. |
waiver to say that no further aotzon would be fw.

42.1 received £3 ,500 in 2016 from the Skspton Fund b
received this payment. | received such litt]
have been a mistake and | would be made

was made to sign a

ut | dont know why |
e mformataon that | thought it must
to pay it back.

43.0n 20.04.2017 |

started receiving a monthly payment of £250 from the
i.;_"f Skipton Fund. ' .

44, That was mcreased to £252in June 2017 and it went u

P again when it was
- moved to EIBSS i

n Apn! 2018, when it was moved up to £333 per month.

v '45 These payments were never reaﬂy transpa{e,nt as to why the payments were
~ made and what they were for, I ‘ |

46.1 wasn't happy that the Skspton Fund was a !zmsted company and someone
was profiting from dxsmbutmg the money out. | was h
the EIBSS although
" reformation,

appy. when :t moved to
1 “never rece:ved any mformahon regarding this

.;Sec’:’tfon 8. Other Issues

- 47.This is about regulation. It is outrageous that: somethmg as fundamentaf
~ blood has been sourced from- outside of the UK bi

ood donor pool. It sho.u[d
have been better regulated. ‘ -

 Anonymity

RIS 48.1 do not want to apply fbr:a:n:onymity.y-

- 49.1 would be happy to give oral eViyé}en'ca to the Inquiry.
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o Statement of Truth
| believe that the facts stated

in this witness statement are true.

GRO-C

: 'Signed..

“ o 211 '

......
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