Cr\m‘elVir(myj in haemophiliac’s death

Celia Hall veports
on the case of a
man who fell vietim
to hepatitis C after
Juckily’ avoiding
the Aids virus
The premature death 10 weeks
ago of Willium . Murphy, 2
hacmophifine, was u savage

rany,

My Musphy, 39, an accoun-
@

il from Liverpool, died of

ver fallure brought on Iy
Bepatitis © virus, He was -l
fectedt by doses of the blad -
clotiing agent Factor VI,

Histwo brothers, ulso
hagmophitines, digd in 1959
andd 1990 from FEY infestion
casight from infe
VIEL M Murphy s sured
after tepeated tests that e was
free of the Alds vings, His doce
o told hitn hie was Jug)

His son Greg, 27, said yose
“At the time my father
i kit would nat be the
el of it that e oould not be-
e hewas all nigh, We Just
SaickiL vt Dad bemg pessimis.
tie”

Mo Cireg Murphy, his
mother Maureen, and his
ser, whi s @ three
son with baemophilia,
fermined 40 seek compe
i v fathier distussed this
with wi in the weeks before he
died. He suid that we should,
it that we must not beeome
obsessed by it

Cn Wednesday, e Dudie
pendent te il
= il bad been ine
atitis € from
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e Willian, a hacmophilise, died from liver failure after wmmc(tng hepatitis C fr

om infected blood products Phatagraph: Howird Bartow

Mr Mutphy's family believes ey, street sloobofics and oiher

desperate -people,” Mr Muz-

Then hetween 1981 and 1992,
when he had the disgnosis, it

in 198k whea be necded emer-

department’s line  that

Guh fo angone with an otnce o
Blond produsts were psed

st Penple with hacmopbilix
wommon semse that the blood

who-meed surgery are wastinily
gven Barge zmounis of Clotting

“ALune stage b way on the
Jist for 4 liver veansplant and alf
the tests went well, Then in,
August, “more tesls showed

Bat the Government' saw

BY CELIA HALL
Medical Editor

D Kenneth Culnan, the Go
emment’s chief medical offi
cer,  vesterday  joined  the
MOUBNE riticism of the
contraversial sof-death televi.
Siof report which implied that
a fire retardant cliemss i by
bies’ mattresses wiss to blame
He said that the rescarch in
Thie Caok Repurt, eoadeast on
Thursiday, “limited, imudg-
Guate and flawed” and that ad.
it it gave could put mare by
S ab nisk. In particular be
eritivised the sugzestion that
parents unsure of the safety of
& mattsess should wrap it in
polythene, sealed down with
$icky - UWrapping the
orattress in polythene is of con.
cem because of the prssibility

-of babies becoming eniangled

or-everheating,” fie suid.
Dr. Calman told ™
bricfing vesterday that sn-gx
pert working group had e
viewed ‘the programme and
had - concluded it - produced
nothing to-invalidate the gov-
CTEENT report on oot deaths
in 1991 which cleared chemicals
in mattresses of blame,
He said the prograwme ha
been - wrong 1o imply the only.
source of antimony, 4 fire 1e-
tardant shemival, was from eot
rmattresses, Trace levels were
widely distributed in food, wae
ter and tobagcn smoke.
Asked Iif this meant that the
PEOZLUIME Was pulting 4t risk
more babies' lives, he saidk
“Yes” He added “On the ba-
sis of what we have seen thete
i B0 fenson 10 chatge our s
tablished advice .., Yay vour
baby on its back; don't EXPOSE
your baby o cigareits smoke;
e

blood cime from - the USA
which, dusing the 19605 and

December, he bad hepuritis. 1
mmember “being  home for

haemophilises whe were only
toty grateful for pnything 10

from the Govesnment §s 100
ch." e sai

“We were wold that an in-
fected fiver is fertile ground for

“Second, 1he Hioserament

Freebies cut at

20 snud follow
£ood hygiens - kegp clothing
and bedding clean and fresh,
“The Cook Report ... has
B0t provided any answers and
has left barge mumbers of Ped-
ple confused and worsied.”
Henevertheless believed the
programme. bad raised “some
questions which need proper.
imvestigation” and he i to
up a working party (o steer ge-
A he set up by
ATV i‘,)};LV«"f}g ihe proe

TV Inquiry
on cot deaths
‘risks lives’

grasmme received S0,000 calls.

Although cor deaths  wire o
tragie. the munbers should be
e in context, Dy Calman =

said, Out of 600000 birikis
cach year, thery e 912

v
deaths in 1991 und 456 in 1997,
The ASFEIING wias

strossgly erd d by nther gx-
pets vesterday for being i
spensible and  for  making
mothers “teerified”,

The Foundation for the -
Study of Infent Deaths fook
T Lalls o
day “We have womes on the
phone in tears. We have
wans whe are too tersified
v o put theic bibies down
te sleep. This programme has
caused 2 most ety panic,”
Joyee Epstein, SEELOEATY geno
eral of the. foundation, -suid
vestorday, s
The researeh iy - e o~
BIAMIDE WS Nt subwbantiaied,
W bave been conlronted fsy
Tues. 1t i hike calling “fire”

‘We have women
too terrified even
to put their babies
down to sleep. . !

B —
in a packed theatts when you
don't know if there is ane.

The Cook Report presentud
rescaseh that had found anii-
wiony. in the blood oy Tvers of
some got-death babies. Normal
fevels of antimony in bables
bodies are not kaown,

hris Hiley, an expert on cot
death from Addenbrooke's
Hospital, Camnbridgeshire, ssid
thie programme was irresponsi-
ble. “Mr Cook wants the best
of both worlds. He presents
ihis information without giving
any sensible dita and then he
can swast odf wondering what
Bis nest programime is going to
be ahout,” she said.

“We know of babies whiy
Bave: died i onr seats, on
softs, in their parents beds
and in their parents’ sims,

PAnimony may be implic
cated but if it s, it Is only one
piece of this jigsnw. But they
presenied (s a8 5 i explained

might on Thinge &

Ministry of Fu

ties bast it iy not p clear divisl
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