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Witness Name; GRO-B 

Statement No.: W ITN3205001 
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WRITTEN STATEMENT OE GRO-B 

I GRO-B ;will say as follows:-

1. My name is GRO-B ;and my date of birth is GRO-B_ 11963. My 

address iq GRO-B I am married to 

my wifE--- -- - GRO-B:-w----- --- I am 57 years old and my wif 'is 56 

years old. We both retired in September 2019. 1 have three daughters from my 

previous marriage and two step-children from my second marriage. 

2. 1 live just outside of - _-GRp_g__ ;and my Haemophilia Centre is Manchester Royal 

Infirmary. My clinician was Dr Boulton and Dr Lucas was also based there. 
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administered by my wife. 
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13. Also during that period I did not have much wrong with me, I probably had the 

odd bleed, but I chose not to go to the hospital for treatment. At a certain point 

in time in about 1985 I was quite conscious of HIV and thought "there's no way 

I'm going near that place, I don't want any treatment thank you very much". 

During this six year gap the hospital could have been informing other 

haemophiliacs of the HIV issue, as they attended for their regular checks. 

However, as I was not attending I was not informed of the risks involved. The 

hospital did of course have my address and I was one of their patients, but I did 

not receive anything from them. 

Hepatitis C 

14. I can see from my medical records that when I had last attended for treatment at 

the Manchester Royal Infirmary in July 1982, that my LFTs were within the normal 

range. The hospital had tested them at that point in 1982, for whatever reason 

-f • • ' • 1 ~1'~ 

repeat the test in three months' time. The readings are marked with an asterisk 

and I assume this is when results fall outside the normal parameters, 
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my medical records. In November 1990 my notes again show that the AST 

reading remained elevated and is again marked with an asterisk, WITN3205006. 

17. Following the negative test result for HIV my wife and I started a family and our 

first daughter was born in! GRO _B 1993. Shortly after this I had a problem with 

my shin on my left leg and so I attended the centre voluntarily in relation to that 

and to discuss a letter received from the Manchester Royal Infirmary informing 

me that in all probability I had a hepatitis virus, as yet unnamed. Whilst at the 

Manchester Royal Infirmary I had a blood test and was asked to make an 

appointment to discuss the results. 

18. I duly made an appointment and on 13 October 1993 I saw Dr Lucas who made 

me aware of the diagnosis of Hepatitis C, WITN3205007. During this time, I also 

saw Dr Bolton again and it is her words concerning my diagnosis that will never 

leave me — "Don't worry, you don't have to write your will just yet'. The escape 

from HIV some fifteen months earlier now seemed irrelevant as, to my mind, I 

was now facing a very real death sentence, this time with a different name. 

19. I believe the provision of treatment for haemophilia was administered at a time 

when it was known there was a risk of contracting HIV or Hepatitis C. Following 

this treatment that could have knowingly infected me, there had been no follow 

up to check whether I had been infected. There was a lack of consideration by 

the NHS in relation to possible cross-contamination to family members and my 

unborn child in the period that the NHS knew of my likely infection. 

20. There is a letter from GRO-D in 

Manchester, to my GP dated January 1995 in my medical records. The letter 

states "his LFTs have been consistently abnormal since 1988 and is hepatitis C 

PCR positive". The time gap between the NHS being aware of the LFT 

abnormality and me being informed of an issue was five and half years, 

WITN3205008. 
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hospital I believe I would have been informed of the blood tests, but I do not recall 

being told what they were for. 

t 11• • •r • • 1 

26. Prior to retirement my current wife had also carried out a lot of work with the 

Health Research Authority "HRA" and also with other regulatory bodies regarding 

patient consent and intervention for clinical trials. She worked at an oncology 

hospital. She was shocked at what constituted informed consent as discussed 

above. 

27. My medical records show that I had attended the haemophilia centre on 2 

February 1994 and saw Dr Lucas. At that appointment Dr Lucas informed me of 

continuing "deranged" LFTs from a blood test on 27 January 1994. Dr Lucas then 

wrote to Dr T Warnes, a Consultant Gastroenterologist, on 3 February 1994 

asking if I could be seen and advised in relation interferon treatment which Dr 

Lucas had already discussed with me. I attended this appointment on 15 March 

1994. 
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formulation of the management plan and funding has been arranged we can take 

things further." 
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31. Ir>GRO-tithe anxiety was still there, however, at that point in time I was about to 

get married, about to start my job with what is nova_ GRo-B -  ;and my wife 

at the time and I were buying a house. There was a lot happening at the time 

that individually could have resulted in a little bit of tension, but when combined 

with the anxiety concerning HIV it was probably a bit too much for me and that 
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32. 1 believe HIV was the catalyst which set off my chain of anxiety. I was not in 

control anymore, it controlled me. The anxiety defined me and I could not get on 

top of it at all. I lived with it and tried not to think about it all the time and went 

about my business as best I could. Later, I thought to myself, "it is 1989 now, 

those adverts were four years ago, so I am probably going to be okay". I had not 

had an HIV test. Looking back now I could have perhaps put it to bed by having 

the test, but I chose not to because I thought what is the point in knowing. I did 

not want to live the next ten years knowing that I was going to die someday, I will 

find out a couple of weeks before I die. 
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41. In April 2002 I could not carry on. I arrived at work that morning and requested a 

meeting with a Partner of the firm and left the building an hour later. I did not 

return to work until February 2004, an absence of 22 months. I was diagnosed 

with depression on account of work-related stress. Again, there was no 

connection between my mind-set at that time and the treatment I had received 

earlier. 
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treatment they had received for Hepatitis C. They were being treated with 

Interferon and Ribavirin the same as me. 

45. 1 got straight onto the phone to Manchester Royal Infirmary and spoke to a nurse 

who I know very well and explained what I had read on the US Haemophilia 

website and asked if it were true. She said "oh yes, to the point now we have to 

give out Interferon, Ribavirin and Prozac or some people can't stand it and they 

prefer to have life with Hepatitis C and not have the treatment at all because they 

can't tolerate it". I did ask her if they had a policy of informing their patients or 

checking with them that they were ok, but that conversation did not go anywhere. 

Impact on my children 

46. There would undoubtedly have been an impact on my children. My biggest regret 

in life was bringing up my children in a broken marriage. I did not want that to 

happen. If you are lucky enough to have children, you want them in a secure 

family unit with all the love and everything that you can bring to them and push 

them into their lives with. That did not happen. When my wife left I wanted joint 

custody, which I got, so they were with me as much as they were with their mum. 

But undoubtedly it did impact them emotionally. When this happened in 2003, 

they were ten years old, eight years old and two years old. My two-year-old 

probably did not know a lot different, but certainly for the eight year old and the 

ten year old there would have been a significant impact on their lives at that time. 

47. I had the children for half of the time. I could not afford to take them on holidays. 

I lived on an overdraft and that was just the way it was. I could not avoid that 

from month to month. I do not recall worrying about it. However, it did not stop 

us having fun times but our lives were not what they had been. 

Financial and career impact 
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53. When you are depressed you do not function that well. When you do not function 

well that might mean you do not brush your teeth as well as you normally would 

or it might mean you do not do your job quite as well. 

54. In 2018 there were around 70 people employed in Manchester and Liverpool. I 

was made employee of the year. This was the first time they had given this 

award. I believe it was because I was probably over performing in the grade I 

was in, Senior Manager. 

Impact on social life 

55. After my wife left I did not go out. I would just stare at four walls all day. I also 

had the children to look after for half of the week. I had a two-year-old to look 

after and I had to make myself put her in the pram and take her for a walk. Beyond 

that I did not go out. 

56. Shared custody of the children continued until they left home to lead their own 

lives. In 20081 met my current wife and we married in= GRO-B' 

Section 6: TreatmentlCare/Support 

Dental Treatment 

57. I have always had difficulty in obtaining dental appointments. An appointment 

would be made and would then be postponed or deferred and excuses made 

such as the dentist was poorly. It was quite difficult to get a dentist and in the 

end I just gave up. Due to that I was eventually treated at Manchester Royal 

Infirmary. I went to the Manchester Royal Infirmary for quite a number of years. 

About four years ago my wife found me a dentist because I needed an awful lot 

of work. It took nearly two years between the dentist informing me "you need a 

tooth removing but I can't do it" to "it needs to be done at Manchester Royal, 
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Unfortunately, this has led me to what my wife would say is an unhealthy level of 

self-neglect when it comes to dental care. 

Treatment for Hepatitis C 
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62. The trial lasted for six months from January 1995. I did have regular checks up 

with my GP and my medical records show that during this trial I suffered with 

lethargy. This treatment was unsuccessful. 

63. In March 1998 I was called back to discuss a second trial. This was referred to 

as a new treatment and Ribavirin was described as an unlicensed drug. I was 

informed that I would be on a trial of 20 patients. I recall I had to sign a waiver to 

sign away all rights against the hospital, however a copy of the waiver is not in 

my medical records. I was advised not to have children within six months of 

coming off the treatment and they provided me with a start date. The trial was a 

combination of Interferon and Ribavirin. I was advised of the technique for 

injecting Interferon which was like a little needle into the tummy. Ribavirin was a 

tablet. That was all I was told at the time and asked to come back in a few months 

so that they could test LFTs. 
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not sure if this was pure accident or something that was driven from the treatment. 

I do not know. The concern that you may be responsible stays with you. 
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and they wrote to my GP to discuss a plan of action. The letter states for this 

`°group of patients". I then received my treatment through a trial. This treatment 

was not through regular NHS funds and therefore you had to be on a trial to be 

treated. Is that fair? 

that they were going to have to come up with a plan as to how to treat this group. 

This was in a liver clinic that treats all liver complaints and so why was I different 
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70. Knowing a little about how the NHS and other government bodies work with 

healthcare I believe we need openness and transparency in relation to funding of 

drugs and clinical trials. 

71. 1 believe the government ministers are responsible ultimately. It is not a case of 

each individual centre deciding what they are going to do, what their policies are 

going to be for this group of patients who have been infected. The decisions 

made at the time in relation to continuing to treat patients with contaminated blood 

products would have come from very high. I believe that Dr Hay would have 

taken his instructions from elsewhere and I would like to see the chain of 

command in that regard. 
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have a number of questions: 
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• As an authoritative medical body, there would be an expectation on the NHS 

of continuing excellence in all fields of practice- Was the NHS sufficiently 

active in its internal assessment of the potential for HIV and Hepatitis C to 

be transmitted in btood products? 

• Was this duty of care ongoing such that the transmission of viruses could 

have been identified at the earliest opportunity? 

• Did the NHS receive notice of transmission from overseas medical 

institutions and at what date? 

At what date did the NHS mandate the heat treatment of Factor VIII? 

+ Was ct a blanket mandate provided to all treatment centres? 

• Was the mandate communicated to all treatment centres on the same date? 

+ How does the mandated NHS date for heat treatment compare to the date 

advised by other leading countries? 

Statement of Truth 

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

Signed GRO-B 

Dated........... . . .1 G.~ ................ 
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