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WRITTEN STATEMENT OF GRO-B 

GRO-B will say as follows: 

trni 

2. 1 am making this statement about my mother,; GRO-B 1., who was born 

on; GRO-B 1943 and was a Haemophiliac and she had Von Willebrand's 

Disease ("VWD
„). 
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which I presumed was VWD, although now I think about it, it may be that they 
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before her operation in 1979 as I was unaware that she had even had it until I 

she was not injecting herself with Factor VI I I treatment. 
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written on a silver bracelet that she had. I was young at the time and did not 

appreciate what that meant. 

11. After my mother moved to Norfolk she lived in a mobile home, first in GRO-B 

then in GRO-B I remember that she became more ill after she had moved to 

GRO-B Having said that, my mother had never really been a well woman. I 

cannot say that this is definitely because of the bleeding disorder that she had, 

but I can remember that she was always unwell in some way or another. 

12. I do recall that my mother was diagnosed with diabetes at a later stage, and this 
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Hepatitis C 

14. 1 found out that my mother had Hepatitis C in the mid-1990s, a few years after 

she moved to Norfolk. She was in and out of hospital but she did not tell me 

anything about it. I cannot recall how I found out that she had Hepatitis C, I just 

recall that she kept all her things separate from anyone else's in the bathroom 

and was very picky about that. It may be that I simply put two and two together 

and worked out she had Hepatitis C myself, and she may not have told me 

directly at all. 

15. My mother had always been touchy about the grandchildren sharing her drinks 

or touching her toothbrush. Now I know that was because of the Hepatitis C 

infection, suggesting doctors had told her about the risks of cross-infection at 

some point. 
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20. Eventually, I took her to the doctor. She was sent for a liver biopsy in the mid-

2000s I believe, and it became apparent that the itching was caused by liver 

cirrhosis. 
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Deterioration of my mother's health 

22. She spent a lot of time in hospital before Christmas 2012, and we lived in GRO B 

GRO_B_ at the time. I recall that, by then, she was walking with a walking 

frame for support. I had said I would take her for lunch one day. She came over 

to our house and had forgotten her walking frame in the car. She was at the end 

of the driveway and did get her walking frame out of the car but then tripped 

over it as she as walking. She fell flat on her front and broke both arms. 
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25. Eventually we found her a place in a warden controlled maisonette. Everything 

was alarmed and there were pull cords in every room. I emptied her mobile 

home and bought everything new to ensure that there was no contamination 

from the products in the old house. We bought her a mobile chair which had 

buttons to press to move into position. We also bought her a new cooker which 

arrived two days before Christmas. 
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26. She was pleased with her new place. It was very near to my house and my girls 

could just walk over to see her. The grounds were perfect for picnics in the 

summer. She had had all these ideas in her head about how perfect things 

would be living so close to us. I remember when she came out of hospital that I 

looked at her and did not recognise her. She looked like she had aged ten 

years. 
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29. I called 999 and she was taken into hospital again. This was the James Paget 

Hospital, Gorleston, Norfolk. I believe that at the time her illness was a 

combination of her condition and the medication that she was being given. She 

had been prescribed liquid morphine and was probably taking too much. She 

was supposed to have a carer to manage medication however the settings for 

the medication were by the side of her bed and therefore within easy reach. A 

combination of her diabetes medication and various painkillers obviously 

affected her. 

30. Through that Christmas period I went back and forth to hospital two or three 

times a day. She remained in hospital until early; GRO-B 2013. The final time I 

went in to hospital was on the Thursday before Mothering Sunday. For some 

reason I had decided to take a card and gift for her early, and my daughter did 

the same. 
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32. When we were leaving, she pointed at her bracelet and said, "I better take this 

it. She kept the bracelet on. 

children with me at the time. 

34. 1 got to the hospital and a consultant asked me to sign forms when I got there. I 
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killer. Her kidneys and everything else had failed. He made it clear that there 
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36. 1 cannot answer questions about consent or treatment without my mother's 

37. 1 remember that my mother's mental health condition was awful. When she lived 

at GRO-B she always seemed ill and very depressed. I do not know if this was 

because of her Hepatitis C infection, but it is possible. 

get her a Red Cross wheelchair which she initially refused, but eventually 
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43. 1 left the hospital the night she died and it took a few days to sink in. Eventually I 

had to start planning her funeral. We were living in GRO B at the time and I 

wanted a funeral director from GRO-B I to deal with the funeral. I think this was 

because I knew she would have a longer ride fror pj..j1 to the funeral 

home. 
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46. When my mother's body was collected from the hospital, the papers said that 

she was infectious. To me it was just wrong that they had labelled her this way. 

We were with her until her last breath and I had seen the medical staff 

undertake various procedures and care for her. I cannot understand how they 

did this if she was "infectious". My mother's funeral was the first experience I 

had of her "infection" being an issue. 

Stigma 

47. 1 believe that the reason my mother never told us about her infection was the 

stigma that she thought it would bring. I do not think that stigma would have 

come from others because people did not know about her illness. 

48. I do not tell people about my mother's Hepatitis C because she did not. Aside 

from the neighbours that I have spoken about later in this statement, I do not 

think anybody else could really relate to the situation that she was living with. 

Impact on me and my family 

49. The impact of my mother's illness and death on me was somewhat delayed. I 

did not understand about her having Hepatitis C until much later because she 

did not tell us anything about it. Obviously, the infection shortened her life. She 

has four grandchildren who loved her to bits and she now has four great 

grandchildren that she never met. Contaminated blood stole this from her. 

50. My daughter,; GRO B , received her exam results recently and they were very 

good. She began crying because her nan was not here for her to tell her about 

this. She still misses her and I do too. She missed my daughter's wedding and I 

know many do, but this is what our family had lost. My children get upset every 

day. My mom's life was taken away and this someone's fault. 
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54. 1 recall that it was my mother's GP that told her to apply to the Skipton Fund. 

were helping her fill the forms in that she said "this is because of the infected 

blood". 

managing her money, and better in the later years than when she was newly 
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from the Skipton Fund, I remember that there were options when filling the form 

At that point it was not even in my head that she might die. 

the time to enjoy any of the money that was given to her. 
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batch. It was only when I saw something on the news about people that were 

given blood transfusions within a certain timeframe that I looked into it in more 

detail. 
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ANONYMOUS 

62. It does not matter what the Inquiry do now as it will not bring my mother back. It 

is not going to make mine or my children's lives easier or fix our loss. I do hope 

that there is some admission that what happened should never have happened 

and will never happen again. 

63. It would help my children continue her memory if any compensation were to be 

paid out. After all, this is the least they could do. 

Statement of Truth 

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

GRO-B 
Signed: 

Dated: ...... .... .tO.~. .... . ............... . . . 
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