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Dated: -§ -1.17

INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY

WRITTEN STATEMENT OF LORD FRANK FIELD

| provide this statement in responss 1y 9 mauest under Rulé § of the inquiry Rules
2006 datad 31 June 2022

' Lord Field, will say as foliows: -

Section 1; Introduction

Please set out your Name, address, date of birth ang professional qualifications.

I the late 19805, 2 number of haemophilia patients infected with Hpv through
blod prodycts brought legal proceedings against the Govemment, healihy
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2. Oncelknewthe homor faced by some of my haemophiliaccon stituents infecied
by HIV from contaminated Factor VIIl products | believe | helped astablish a
Cross-party group Campaigning for adequale compensation

3. | was remendously privileged to be able fo work with the lawyer, Nicholas
Warmen, during my first ten years or so as MP. Nick ran the Birkenhead
Resource Unit which was 3 legal service for Birkenhead constifuenis. Access
to Nick was gained through the MP or Jocal counciliors. My friendship with Nick
continued and he would helpme in formally with difficu it con stituency cases. |t
was Nick who alerted me to this scandal,

4. lworked with David Watters in the campaign to get adequate compen sation for
infected haemophiliacs so that they didn'thaveto in tiate individual courtaction.
| did not believe that the E20.000 cash payment was anyihing butan opening
offerand that it was important to go back to the govermnmentto demangd a much
more adequate payment. At the bottorms cr'f_l S%é’ %o%?ghzne APPG minutes Yau
sentme there is a hintat the fension between some MPs and backbench Tory
MPs acting an behalfof the government One Tory MP for exgy mple vehementy
lobhied me stating that the offer would be taken off the table that day if the
Haemophilia Society didn't recommend it immediately to its members, | was
Knocked over by the vidlence of the language used, The idea that people who
were prematurely dyingbecauseofa gavemnmentblundershould somehow fing
theenergy to sue separately was to me an added outragecusand unnecessary
injusfice.

3. | cannot recall providing evidence to or being involved in any other inquines,
invesfigations, criminal or civil litigation resulfing from Infected Factor Vi

8. |believe|wasan active member of the APPG untilthela siof those constituanis
| knew had died from contaminated Factor VIl

7. In 1989 | lobbied The Sunday Times to take upthis scandal ang campaign as
itdid for Thalidomide victims. | would have tabled questions and been active in
any relevant parlig mentary activitios.
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An All-Party Meeting on the Subject of Haemophilia and HIV, which you
attended, was held on 30 November 1989 to brief Members of Pa rliament (MPs)
on the reaction of the Haemophilia Society and the Macfarlane Trust to the
Government announcement of making £20,000 payments to each haemophilia
patient infected with HIV through biood products [see enclosed minutes
H30C0000497]. Please answer the following questions to the extent that You are
able to:
a. What were your views at the time about the Government's position,
its offer and the reaction of the Haemophilia Society and the
Macfarlane Trust to the announcement? Have your views changed
over time?

8. My views have not changed except for a sense of shame that | didn't continue
campaigning for this Inquiry. With hindsight| should have been far less polite
at the APPG meeting, but | was trying to keep together my pardiamentary
colleagues fo lobby that this could only be 2 first payrment.

b. In that meeting, you made “ the observation that the Government
has begun politically, if not morally or socially, te accept
accountability ", and expressed the feeling “ that the £20.000
payments were a useful step but not enough . On what basis did you
make these observations, and what did you mean by them?

8. | was angry with what | believed to be the Govemments opening offerwould be
the final payment to individuals dying through the use of infected Factor VIII. |
did notknow how to value the loss of life by the use of infected Factor VIl but |
did know that destroying a life had to cost more than £20 000

WITN3557002
In your letter to Sir Brian Langstaff dated 31 May 2022, you state that you took

up the issue of infected blood products by writing an article on it for the Sunday

Times. A Sunday Times article is also mentioned in your letter to.  GRO-A

Committee Member of the Haemophilia Society, dated 9 December 1999 [copy
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enclosed, HSOCD026738]. The Inquiry has in fts Possession wo such articles:
one titled ‘Alds and & guestion of responsibiiity’ [article dated 0 Beptember
1a8e, ﬁ'ﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ&?ﬂ%& copy enclosed] and anoiber titled “Why Aids awarg is
too litthe, too late’ 'Eiarti%t:ie dated 10 Decomber 1 aia, HEOCo007378, cupy
enclosed]. What was the aim of these articles, ang o what extent, in your wiew,
was that aim achieved?

0. The aim of my amice (1G/12/88) was o in tiale the CAMPAIgR fo by and
persuade Tho Sun day Times to start g sampaign (for which lobbied the adi

).
The second article was one of despair frying 1o Snsure that the £20000
setfementwas not e end of the matier
WITN3557002 ‘
I your same lotter to Bir Brian Langsta®, vou make references to pressures
being applied by the Government in relation to settlement. Please provide
further details of the pressures to which you refer. in particular, please sot out
the following if you are able fo:

. When and how dig you witness them?

b. Who within the Government applied such pressure’?

¢. What, if any, was yourresponse?

d. Did you have any reason to believe that the pressures which you
witnessed were deliberately applied and went beyond the normal
pressures of lifigation? W, in your view, the pressures wers
ﬁg&%‘ﬁb@rm@iy applied by the Government, what dig you take o be thair
reason for doing so?

Pl assumed the Government had called in pliable backbenchiers i get them i
tlose down e debate. | was one on the receiving end of some of this
sampaign, My response Was o reject this pressure whilst sl bying 1o emain
on polife ferms with colleagues, Witk Findsight that was » wistake. The
Govem mentwas howeser sucressful intaking the steam outof our CYORS-party
efforls. | ety misread how some MPs would disen gage onoe this offey was
made. The impetus behing the Sross-panly grouo p collepsed and ik at may well
?}&%E been in part iy faultfor notoon Hauing to Campaian as hard ge | fiad,
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Statement of Truth

| believe that the facks stated in thie i .
' & facts stated in this withess statement are frue,

P GRO-C
Signed |

Dated __ fz{”‘ 9’ - Dy 7.
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