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ANONYMOUS 

4. 1 intend to speak about my infection with Hepatitis C, which I contracted 

as a result of a blood transfusion I received after a gynaecological 

operation. In particular, the nature of my illness, how the illness affected 

me, the treatment I received and the impact it had on me. 

5. I am not legally represented and do not wish to apply for anonymity. I am 

happy to be named as the infection is something that was inflicted on me 

so there is nothing for me to be ashamed about. 

Section 2. How Infected 

6. The only possible source of my infection with Hepatitis C was through 

contaminated blood, that I was given during one of two major surgeries 

I have had for gynaecological issues. 

7. I experienced heavy periods since my early teenage years and as a 

consequence I suffered with severe period pain. Even when I didn't have 

a period, I would still get bowel and back pain. Over the years, I went to 

see many doctors and specialists and had many diagnoses. Generally, 

it was mis-diagnosed as irritable bowel syndrome, which commonly 

happens. 

8. I was finally diagnosed with endometriosis in 1986, by keyhole surgery 

at the Royal Berkshire Hospital, Reading. This keyhole investigation I 

remember very well. 

9. Long before the diagnosis in 1986, I remember I had a diagnosis of 

anaemia, when I was quite young, in my early 20's. This was due to the 

long periods I was experiencing. Endometriosis is a disease that runs in 

the family, as my mum and aunt suffered the same. 

10. In March 1987, 1 went to stay with; GRo-B land he could see that I was 

getting worse. I was in such agonising pain that it even caused me to 

collapse. The pain was debilitating and I had previously been seen at 

K 
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11. Due to this rapid decline in my health, it was arranged for me to see a 

Mr L GRO-B He was known to GRO-B having delivered) GRO-B s 

children in his previous marriage. 

- 

---------------------1 

12. 1 was seen by Mr GRO-B in March 1987 as an emergency, under 

private health insurance (See Exhibit WITN3981002). Initially, I was 

insured with BUPA through my job and then I took out a personal policy 

with them. 

13. Mr GRO-B IwaS fully booked on his private list and so he transferred 

me to the NHS list at Good Hope Hospital, Sutton Coldfield (See Exhibit 

WITN3981003). Mr GRO _B said he had bumped a cardiac 

hysterectomy patient to do my emergency surgery as I was in such a 

bad way. 
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16. From looking at the notes, I was in hospital for 10 days. I have a massive 

scar that runs along the full length of my stomach. It is so large because 

the Surgeon had to do a lot of cutting due to the amount of tissue that 

had grown, as a result of the endometriosis, and was stuck to my bowels 

and ovaries. 
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25. This surgery in 1992 was very complex due to the previous surgery I had 

undergone. I was in bed for a few days and was surprised when I first 

looked at the scar and realised how big it was. The scar was big due to 

the extra complexity. 
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27. 1 stayed with Mr GRo-B all the way through my aftercare and even 

after we moved away because I had such faith in him, so we used to 

travel up to see him. Therefore, I have written to Mr GRO-B to ask for 

my medical notes from the operation I had in 1992. 
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28. 1 know that Mr GRO_B_._ has now retired and I have not received any 

response from him. I did not say in the letter the reason behind me 

wanting my notes, as I did not want to upset him. I am still hopeful that 

I may hear from him but I think that he is now receiving homecare which 

suggests he is probably frail. 
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30. There was a big gap at the top of the bag where there was an air bubble 

and this is where the bag had emptied, leaving a little bit of liquid at the 

bottom. 

32. 1 am not sure if this was the first or the second operation. I keep trying to 

remember but I can't. I was nauseous and very unwell because of the 

drugs. The only person who visited me was . GRO-B my husband. 

GRO-B__Is mother was alive but had dementia and so she did not visit 

me. 
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ANONYMOUS 

34.1 have not been given a blood transfusion at any other point in my life. I 

have had other surgeries, such as a dilation and curettage (D&C) at 

Ashford Hospital in Middlesex, where they scraped the lining of my 

womb. 

35.1 have also had my wisdom teeth removed in Slough and was in a serious 

road accident as a child, where I went through the windscreen and had 

severe cuts. I remember going home that evening after the crash with 

my parents. I know that I did not receive a blood transfusion on any of 

these occasions. 

36.1 have never been an intravenous drug user and actually I am needle 

phobic and so have never been a blood donor. I had a pulmonary 

embolism 18 months ago and I had to inject myself in my tummy for a 

few weeks which was the worst feeling ever for me. I had to have a drink 

of wine beforehand to be able to do it. 

37.1 have only ever had three sexual partners and I have only had my ears 

pierced once when I was 16 years old. I went to a very reputable place 

and they sterilised everything. I don't have any other piercings and I do 

not have any tattoos. 

Section 3. Other Infections 

38. After I found out I had been infected with Hepatitis C, I spoke to Susan 

at the Hepatitis C Trust and she advised me to contact my GP and to go 

in for more bloods. When I went to see my GP, she was shocked and 

said it never crossed her mind that I could be infected with Hepatitis C. 

39. My GP has now tested me for HIV and HBV and these results were both 

negative. Therefore, I am not aware of any other infections that I have 

been given as a result of the blood transfusion I received. 
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in relation to this trial, I signed lots of consent forms and I knew they were 

44. We had decided to move to :J GRO-B and we were going to have 

such an exciting new life. Everything was in front of us but when we 

the hysterectomy, prior to the operation my weight was fine. 
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the fact I was always tired. 

47. I went to the doctors a few months after GRO-B died, to see a nurse for 

a smear test I think. After returning home, a receptionist phoned to ask 

some Ensure high calorie drinks to make me put on weight but they didn't 

work. 
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look at photos from this time and I was so stick thin. 
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59. 1 also had severe pain around my gall bladder and liver. I was sent to 

have an ultrasound around 5-6 years ago. I was getting shooting pains 

through my ribs and the doctor thought it was gallstones. Nothing 

showed up on the scan and there is no damage to my liver. However, I 

was always advised to avoid alcohol from an early stage. I have never 

been a big drinker anyway but why such advice if there was no suspicion 

of possible damage? 
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62. 1 saw my GP a lot because they thought these symptoms were due to 

the menopause. These were probably Hepatitis C symptoms instead. 

After a couple of years, I was still exhausted and having night sweats, 

something else I had never experienced before and the GP started me 

on implant pellets. 
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66.Additionally, I have been on sleeping pills for years and have terrible 

insomnia. I also get very itchy red dry skin on my hands, legs and shins. 

These areas at times are red raw. The nurse at the surgery told me to 

use a cream and she said it was just my age and dry skin. I didn't have 

any of these symptoms or problems prior to the operations. 

Consequently, I believe almost all of them may be a result of the 

Hepatitis C, especially with it lying undetected and therefore untreated 

for so long 
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70. The way that I was told that I tested positive for Hepatitis C had a 

tremendous effect on me. It was about 4pm on a Friday when I got the 

call to inform me I was positive. I was shattered when I was told. Just 

dumbstruck. I was alone and I had clients coming in to see me that 

afternoon so I had to gather myself together but it my mind kept slipping 

to what I had been told. 
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71. 1 know that I live a considerable distance from London, where the trial is 

72. Then I had a really traumatic weekend, here, alone and in shock. I 

googled about Hepatitis C and rang a friend who used to be a nurse and 

she said to call the Hepatitis C Trust. I was kind of reassured but it is 

hard to get it out of your mind and the question of what it means for you 

going forward in life. 

said everybody at the trust had been affected by Hepatitis C. 

part of. It was only when I spoke to Susan and we figured out that it must 
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skin and hip surgeon. I have been going there with Hepatitis C and I 

•- •. -• c i • . •Ir.o ••Iii 

81. My stepchildren were 12, 14 and 16 when I met; GRO-B They were not 

that close to their Dad and so I did not have much contact with them 

either. I did spend a long time with my step grandchildlGRo-BBnd I worried 

when I was first diagnosed that I could have passed it on without 

realising it. 

Ii • -. - - •K11111111.%YL11 lf1 Ii• • •Y • Iii i1Tti 

girlfriends and they have been the best. There are two of my close 

friends that I have chosen not to tell. 

her either. They have enough to contend with. They wouldn't judge me 

iL1[!111 

•`i• ~• •` LI -.rii F. e 
•. 

'• 

G 

WITN3981001_0014 



S S:,

• 

i' i'. i r b i ! • 

that insurance might be an issue. 

doesn't need to know. However, I saw the chiropodist and he had my 

NHS notes and said I can see you had Hepatitis C. I understand that 

medical professionals need to have an awareness, I just hope it's 

discreetly noted. 
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it was fine. I will always be honest if someone is working on me with 

90. 1 would not say that my infection with Hepatitis C has financially impacted 
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93. CRPS is a condition that causes severe pain and is incurable. Actually, 

CRPS comes above cancer and amputation on the McGill Pain Scale. 

Before the accident I was always very active, despite my constant fatigue 

and independent. I don't have that anymore, as I am registered as 

disabled. 

95. The trial takes place at London St Pancras Clinical Research and for this 

I had routine pre-screening bloods on 18 December 2019 to see if I was 

suitable for a new drug to treat CRPS. As part of these bloods, all 

patients are screened for Hepatitis C as a matter of course. I was fully 

aware of this. 

96. I was telephoned late in the afternoon on Friday 3 January 2020 by one 

of the doctors at the research centre. I was told that I had tested positive 

for Hepatitis C and they needed me back in to do more blood tests very 

quickly. 

W. 
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quickly for further tests. 
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100. Therefore, I never had to have any treatment for the hepatitis and luckily, 

101. However, they are sharing information with my GP. They ask you to sign 
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in it and so I needed a referral. They have said that they couldn't 

104. My urine also tested positive for nitrates and I received antibiotics for this 

from the GP. Through my private health insurance, I will get a referral to 

see if I have any underlying condition causing this urine abnormality. 
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ANONYMOUS 

111. My experience has not shaken my faith in the NHS as I have received 

excellent treatment on many occasions but it has led me to be more 

inquisitive about what I am being told and possibly less accepting of 

medical opinion than I once was 

112. Since my diagnosis, I have been supported throughout and this has all 

been very positive. But I would like to know when it was first known that 

people were getting infected with Hepatitis C. and why there has not 

been more done to highlight the problem. 

113. I would like it to be known that I have had to close my business recently 

due to the coronavirus outbreak. I have not been advised to do so by my 

governing body and in fact could have continued my practice. However, 

I am very frightened. I am frightened because I believe that my immune 

system may be compromised through my infection with Hepatitis C and 

this may leave me vulnerable to the virus as well as any patient 

subsequently have contact with. I do not wish to take any chances with 

my health or the health of others. 

114. I have had the Consent Form explained to me and have signed it on the 

basis that it will only be submitted once my statement is signed. 

Statement of Truth 

I believe that the._._.facts stated in this witness 

statement a.re._true. GRO-B 

Signed 
GRO-B 

Dated  

19 
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WITN3981002 Letter from Mr. _._.GRO B_._sto Dr. 
GRO-B ;dated 18th March 1987, 
regarding an operation planned for 
19tH March 1987. 

WITN3981003 Document evidencing care transfer 
from private to NHS at Good Hope 
Hospital dated 19th March 1987. 

WITN3981004 Pre-operative recovery sheet from 
operation dated 20th. March 1987. 

WITN3981005 Letters between Mr [ GRO-B and 
his secretary dated 3rd and 7th 

September 1989. 
WITN3981006 Spire Healthcare Pathology Report 

dated 27th January 1992, detailing 
two units of blood reserved. 

WITN3981007 Form of consent for operation 
treatment from North Birmingham 
Health Authority dated 19th March 

WITN3981008 1 GRO-B patient 
summary dated 27th December 

.2.01.9._.detailing the care provided to 
GRO-B 
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