
Witness Name: Catherine Sarah Khair 

Statement No.: WITN4163001 

I provide this statement in response to a request under Rule 9 of the Inquiry Rules 

2006 dated 4 June 2021. 
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1. My name is Dr Catherine Sarah Khair, however I am known as Kate Khair and 

I am the current Vice-Chair of The Haemophilia Society ("The Society"), whose 

registered address is at 52B Borough High Street, London, SE1 1XN. My date 
----- ----- -----, 

of birth is 'l GRO-C 'i 1961. I became a trustee of The Society in May 2011. I was 

co-opted as a medical trustee and I remained a trustee until October 2017 when 

my term of office came to an end. I stepped down as a trustee in October 2017 

but was re-elected as a trustee in November 2018. Since November 2019, 1 

have held the position of Vice-Chair of The Society. I will remain in this role 

until November of this year, when I will have to stand down due to the duration 

of my term of office. Despite the fact that I will not be a trustee, I will continue 

to support the work of The Society. 
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3. I am currently a Clinical Academic Careers Fellow, at the Centre for Outcomes 

Research and Experience in Children's Health Illness and Disability 

("ORCHID") at GOSH and am a visiting Professor of Health and Social Care at 

London South Bank University. 
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of them also had Hepatitis C and there were some other boys who were mono-

infected with Hepatitis C. Having treated these children for many years, I have 

a significant depth of understanding of the contaminated blood issue and the 

impact it has had on all affected. Whilst I predominantly treated children, I 

developed close relationships with the parents of those children and have 

stayed in contact with many of my patients as they've grown and left the care 

of GOSH. 

7. During my time as the Haemophilia Nurse at GOSH, I worked very closely with 

the HIV team which consisted of a family counsellor, Candy Duggan, a 

psychologist, Rebecca Lewin, and a social worker, Sue Trickett. In addition, 

there were three consultant immunology infectious diseases doctors and we 

held joint clinics with them. The HIV team would attend the haemophilia clinics 

rather than the other way round to avoid the boys needing to attend HIV clinics. 

The HIV team was seen as part of the extended haemophilia team. In addition 

to the family counsellor offered by the HIV team, as detailed further below, I set 

up and ran a parent support group for the parents of the boys who had HIV. 

8. Due to the age of the boys, some of them were unaware of their HIV diagnosis, 

some of the parents had decided that the children should not be informed due 

to their age and, as it was understood in those days, HIV was life limiting. All of 

the boys were being treated with AZT. Some of the boys believed that they were 

taking AZT to help with their haemophilia, but some worked out that it was for 

something different. 

9. When the time came to inform the boys of their diagnosis, at an age appropriate 

time, I was involved in informing them along with their parents. The boys were 

often adolescents moving into adulthood, at 12 or 13 years of age, when they 

were informed of their diagnosis. The process was very traumatic for all 

involved but it was imperative that I had a real understanding of the needs not 

only of the boys, but also their parents and siblings and extended family 

members. 
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11. The parent support group took place at the hospital in the evening. No children 

would attend, it was solely for adults and often both parents would attend. In 

addition to the parent support group, I also carried out some community support 

through conducting home visits and also attending schools to educate teachers 

and pupils in respect of haemophilia. I was also involved in the work of The 

Society before becoming a trustee. I used to often attend The Society's 

educational events and attend its fundraising activities. At one time The 

Society's offices were very close to GOSH therefore I would often attend to drop 

things off, educate the staff or attend other activities arranged by The Society 

for the benefit of its membership. 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

Signed 
L._._._._._._.__GRO_C 

Dated 10th June 2021 

WITN4163001_0004 


