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t am the Assrstant Drrector of Corporate and Legal Affarrs for the UnrversrtyHosprtats of

Lercester NHS Foundatron Trust

2 Thrs statement rs |n response to the Rule 9 recerved by the lnqurry dated 17 February 2020

Background

1 Annexed to my statement is the correspondence of Professor Ann Hunter dated 20

- f:?f - Haematology and Btood Transfusron who have taken addrtronal steps to ensure that

‘;‘wherever held wrthrn the Trust are to be retarned and that no patrent medrcal records are to
f;be destroyed pendrng the conclusron of your lnqurry \ L t [ L :e
. ‘:Addrtronally l have met wrth the Head of Servrce for lnfectrous Drseases Hepatology, ;5:

f September 2018 (“Professor Hunter s correspondence”) (WITN4409002) whrch detarls steps .
::taken to ensure preservatron of all records wrthrn the Haemophrlra Centre wrthrn UHL and - f

actrons taken as a result of the Rule 9 request dated 1 5 August 2018 l have not annexed

the annexures of Professor Ann Hunters correspondenoe to my statement y -

.jAs a result of the Rule 9 request dated 17 February 2020 I have made further enqurrres and
:fanswered the request to the best of my avarlable knowledge if;{:j;?; - : o

. ﬁl can confrrm that the Trust has taken steps to ensure that records are preserved The Head

_iof Operatrons for our Clrnrcal Support and lmagrng CMG who rs responsrble for managrng

- medrcal records wrthrn the Trust has rssued rnstructrons that all patrent s medrcal records
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electronrc records as well as paper records are preserved wrthrn thelr serwces and wrthrn f f - :

the Department of Mrcrobrology

: sectron1 Searches mcludm search terms used -
Ph srcalsearch - - = =

of the Rule 9 request dated 15 August 201 8 lt annexes documentatron WhICh was retneved

§Professor Hunter s correspondence detarls the searches whlch were carrred out as a result
:‘as a result of the searches I confrrm l agree with the contents of Professor Hunter’s
- correspondence whrch detarls the process whlch was followed to rdentrfy and retrreve

:|nformatron as per the Terms of Reference fj[]ji*

. Professor Hunter made the followrng comments in her correspondence whrch { note here for

- completeness

\rnformatron All relevant documents are annexed to Professor Hunter’s correspondence
“whrch has been recelved by the Inqulry ‘ - -

ltwas acknowledged that prror to the development of the shared hard dnve prevrous

frndrvrdual rnernbers of staff may have stored rnformatron wrthrn thelr own trust dnve Thrs -
. mformatron is not avallable to current staff ] . - j ; °
;Any documents not referenced rn Professor Hunter s correspondence was felt to have L
contarned mformatron whlch rs outsrde the scope of the Inqurry or contarned duplrcated ﬁj -

. Pr ofessor Hunter’s correspondence advrses that she requested mformatlon from our IM&T

: department as to whether there may be archrved matenal avallable from computer backups
- *fprevrously made 1 have been mformed that such materral lS extremely unlrkely to exrst

g ;jOnIme search

1

The correspondence of Professor Ann Hunter detarls the Iook back exerclse whrch was
conducted through the computer systems We have not undertaken any electronrc searches

‘ usrng partlcular search crlterla but are happy to do so ﬁ _;if -
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- ;iéﬂffAspert Professor ‘Hkunter’s ‘statement‘ the ‘l—laemophilia ‘Unit‘moved ‘:in ‘ 1997‘10‘5 new _

:‘ibi:f:premlses wrthm the hosprtal No lnformatlon avallable suggested data or documents of any: ~
: ::f‘igj,relevance were stored elsewhere erther on srte orin an off-srte facrlrty - -
‘ 2As a result of the Rule 9 request dated 17 February 2020 l made enqumes wrth our Headf ‘

- liéfreposrtones or external archlves from 1950 to present day We have therefore not made;fﬂf -
- jfjanysearches of reposrtones orexternalarchlves = -

3l made enqumes wrth our Consultant Haematologrst Rlchard Goodrng, who confrrmed that:;g;_f
- he is not aware of the present whereabouts of any records from the Haemophrlra Centre -

- {created srnce 1950 outsrde of hlS department

- 4 fAs a result of correspondence recerved from the lnqurry dated 10 August 2020 |t was noted Z :‘ f
. fffthat accordmg to The Natronal Archlves there are records at the Lercester Record Offrce 1

~ made contact with the Leicester Record Office who have provided me with two lists. ofﬁ;‘fff“-
K f‘::fmatenal recerved whrch l have annexed to my statement (WlTN4409(303) On readmg ‘ ‘

 theselists 1am unable to ldentlfy anythmg that is lrkely tobe of mterest to the lnqurry,

‘: "‘:f{however not bemg famlllar wrth the actual documents l cannot be certarn -

- :.‘f;The Trust does not have any further meamngful knowledge of what records are contamed -

“ *‘:_jthat may be of relevanoe to the lnqurry Sadly the organrsatronal memory detallmg thrs has

:; fibeen lost l am happy to conduct further searches to assrst the lnqutry lf requrred

- _Sectron 3‘ Re“osrtorres and archgwes searched
1 The Trust has not conducted any searches of reposrtones or external archrves .

k Sectron 4‘ Destru ctlon of: Records

: f; | 1 Pages 6—7 of Professor Hunters correspondence detalls that an mvestrgatron ldentlfled thatf -
:iiyears after the last treatment or death For chlldren lt lS untrl therr 25th brrthday The full i
k Qmedlcal notes of patrents who have dled or left are therefore not retamed The Centre has a {‘iﬁff ~
. shared computer dnve but thrs rs a relatlvely new acqursrtron and itis presumed that prror to . .
kuf“thrs semor staff kept mformatron on their own dnves wrthm the UHL system No access toﬁ a

:‘r\thrs mformatlon was avarlable and so any documentatlon whlch mrght prev:ously have been =

o fwntten is no longer obtalnable The same lssue relates to any potentlal mmutes or otherg
- :kf:documents protocols, polrcres etc ‘
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2. As a result of the request dated 17 February 2020 | reviewed the retention and disposal of
records. | identified a single incident where a registrar containing records of tssuing blood at
the Leicester General Hospital for the period 24/03/1985 to ;18/09/1986;was destroyed‘ on
20/09/2018, in accordance with the then departmental policy and in compliance with the
current‘legislation (BSQ 2012, SI50). | annex a copy of this policy (WITN4409004).~ In
addition | identified that one set of maternity“medicat records were destroyed on 26"
February 2019 in accordance with Trust pohcy and before the issuing of an instruction to

~ retain all medical records pendrng conclusron of your lnqurry | annex a copy of this polrcy
(WITN4409005) The process for disposing of records older than 30 years has since

been suspended and no such records have been disposed of since then.

Statem,ent,,of‘Truth E ‘ t
t believe that the facts stated in this witness statement and those in Professor Hunter’s
correspondenceare true.

Lo GRO-C
Signed

Dated Q\ 3&%&&/; 2020
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