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~ INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY

WRITTEN STATEMENT OF BERNADETTE GEORGE ON BEHALF OF
ROYAL CORNWALL HOSPITALS NHS TRUST

1 provrde thrs statement m respdnse to a request under Rule 9 of the Inqurry Rules 2006 3 -
1 dated 13 February 2020. ‘ P =

:‘ I, Bernadette George, Director:of Integrated Governance, wkiII say asfollows:s-‘f o

i } 1. Sectlon 1 Of the searches undertaken te c:omgtg wrth our Rute 9 reguest, date f‘ ‘; :
‘115 August 2018, please prowde a I|st of searches, mcludmg search terms used = : =

= ‘2‘.1 In our Ietter of 22 July 2019 we responded to you enqu|ry regardrng “A list of search
~ terms used when undertakrng the task of complylng with the Rule 9(2) request And
A list of archlves and reposrtones (rf any) mcludrng a hst of those searched” wrth the E

o followrng response =

3. ;I can conflrm Royal Cornwall Hosprtals NHS Trust (RCHT) rewewed lnternal‘ N

electronrc and paper frles L

S: \RCH HaemServ-Admln\Haemostasrs S
: ‘S \RCH HaemServ—Admln\Haemostasrs Backup e
B‘S \RCH HaemServ-Admrn\HaemostaS|s\RCH Haem Centre servrce S
S \RCH- HaemServ-Admln\Transfusron and specrfrcally : =
- ‘S \RCHHaemServAdmm\Transfusron\HTC
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4 Usmg terms of Brltlsh concentrate factor FVIII"haemophiIia' \hepatitis; HIV;
,lnfectlon NVCJD liver; plasma recomblnant supply transfusron (transfuswn) :
o commlttee UKHCDO :

: 5.21 can conflrm RCHT completed the search of the cllnlcal phySIcaI and electronlc ~
‘ ; records datlng back to 1995 : e :

‘Sectlon 2: A Ilst of all: the Royal Cornwall Hosgltals NHS Trusts information mformatlon -

~ ep_osnorles (from 1950 to gresent dav) such as Iocal authont ies, Umversnty archives :
S artd T he Natmnai Archwes fot wmch tbe Truat had or has an cnntmt res onszbrh

or ovewtgm :
: 6 The Trust stores lnformatlon in the foIIowmg facrlrtles

Iron Mountaln ‘ &
Barton Hill Trading Estate t‘ :

‘ ‘Oa3|s : : S e = Hereapath
3 ~Old Quarry Caton Cross Ashburton Devon TQ13 7Ih antol
b i ‘fAvon‘t“ o8
BS59RD

‘_‘IronMountaln E : S e o S
{Unit 1&2 Lodge Causeway Flshponds . [Britannia Lanes Gree nbotqm

srstol . [memaiTn.
= pvon ~ |Comwall TR4 8QW
‘?‘BSNSEJ S | ST
s ‘f AIIStore Storage Pendown Busmess Park Pendown - :
Cross : e SEbaand SRR e Health Records lerary Royal
S Truro e e - [Cornwall Hospital Truro
SdCormwall i b i e e \fcamwanTmaLJ
‘\TR49NE  ” : e = t S
 |Health Records lerary West Comwall Hospltal St Clare The F’Ubi ic Records Oft"ce Krensen -
Street Penzance CornwaII TRIB2PE = o oo Kemow e
S - |Little Vauxhati Rec:truth Carnwall
~ [TR15 1AS
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tease : mwde a list of the re os;tcnes and arohwes ‘

searched in resgonse to the Rute 9(2) regueet, dated 15 August 2018.

7.

-1 can conﬁrm that the Royal Cornwall Hospltals NHS Trust received and applled the

“instruction regardlng the retention of aII documents and. mformatlon in relatlon tothe

lnfected‘ Blood Inquiry,in August 2018‘ through the Exeter Haemophllla Centre. =

~The Trust has an actlve retentlon and destructlon pollcy in place and followed :

\ 5‘ gurdance in the Health Clrcular HC (89)20 Health Service Clrcular HSC 1999/053

~and more recently the Records Management Code of Practlce for Health and Social

Care 2016 when appralsmg records for destructlon Thls means that records for “
those patients who recelved blood products in the 19703 and 1980’s may now be

‘ destroyed unless they are stlll recewmg treatment

10.

‘The Records Management Code of Practlce for Health and Socnal Care 2006 which
superseded the HSC 1999/053, recommended that Oncology records should be kept G
‘\for 30 years or 8 years after death RCHT lmplemented this gundance ‘

RCHT Blood Bank records from 2000 onwards are held electronlcally, anythlng prlor

: jto th|s would have been paper based and flled in the: patlent record

.

In 2015 RCHT lmplemented a total embargo on destroylng patlent records in- o

‘*response to the lndependent Inqu1ry into Chl|d Sexual Abuse (llCSA) ThlS IS : “

12,
: fbeyond the IICSA embargo unt|l such time as the Inqurry has concluded

13
PAS & Data Quality Manager contacted the Infected Blood lnquwy to seek advrce mf

tcurrently stlll in place

RCHT mtends that the retent|0n of aIl records for the lnfected Blood lnqurry extendmg

The Trust is currently scannlng some of lts patlent records and the Records Servrces n

r relatlon to the Inqmry, the response was supportlve of scanmng and destroymg the

paper record as Iong as the record could be reproduced if requested

. k ‘Sectlon 4. If the records that were re uested m the Rute 9 re uest dated 15 Au ustz o
2018 have been destro ed |n line W|th Royal Cornwall Hos itals NHS e '
Trust document retention and destructlcm ﬂhclea lease rawd ‘

‘ gles cf tha relevant ducument destmctmn record or gohcy as exhnblts to th

: wr|tten statement
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14 The Trust has an actrve retentlon and destructron pollcy in place (WITN4475003) and -
destroys records i |n line W|th this pohcy However due to the Independent Inqurry into-
tChlId Sexual Abuse (IICSA) the Trust has not destroyed any records srnce the middle
of 2015. : : ‘

: Sta\tement‘ of Truth

N belieVe..Ihat._ttié_ﬁctﬁ.etaied in this w‘itness:statementare true.
‘ GRO-C
= Sig‘ned‘

Bernadette feorge ; o
tearated Governance Royal Cornwall Hospltals NHS Trust

- Dlrector of |

‘ Tableofexhibité; S

Date |Notes/Descripon Exhibitnuniber“:

| 19/611961 -214/2007 RC‘HT PUine:Record Office I‘nvent'ory‘ (emails) | WITN4475002

20112018 | RCHT Policy to Manage Information and WITN4475003‘ L
‘ SR Recordsv31 : S ‘

|o72016 | information Governance Aliance | WITN4475004
e Clinical Retention Time Periods St

072016 | Information Governance Aliance | WITN4475005
‘ - | Corporate Records Retention:TirnePeriodS~_~‘ : S
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